
An incredibly 
busy term so far 
has been a great 
way to get the 
boys settled into 

the new academic 
year, and this 

newsletter shows only 
a small amount of what we have 
been up to. Trips to Newquay, 
Hampton Court, Dorset and many 
more have allowed the boys to 
expand their learning far beyond 
the classroom and discover new 
things for themselves. The boys 
constantly impress me with their 
manners, their maturity and their 
desire to think of others before 
themselves. Everywhere we can, we 
hope to build that much needed 
resilience in our pupils which will 
serve them so well in later life.

Justin Spanswick 
Head of Junior Boys
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A TIME TO  
REFLECT
All the boys came together along with 
parents and Father Jeremy to celebrate  
the Harvest Festival. The boys understand  
how important it is to take time to reflect 
on and appreciate what they have, and 
are always prepared to give to those in 
need. Food donations were collected for 
Maidenhead Foodshare while boys sang 
hymns and performed poems in wellington 
boots, as the theme of ‘farming’ was discussed.

FANTASTIC RESULTS
Despite an early start boys in Year 5  
and Year 6 worked extremely hard  
at the ISA Swimming Gala. The boys  
won silver in their 4x50m freestyle  
relay and one boy won silver in the  
50m breaststroke and gold in the  
50m backstroke which qualifies him  
for the ISA national event.

COMMUNITY
Jeans for Genes
Learning did not stop just because  
pupils wore their jeans to school this  
term. Across the School, pupils  
donated £1 to support Jeans for  
Genes and found out more about  
how the charity helps children with  
genetic disorders. Claires Court  
raised a total of £1039.60.

RUGBY TOUR  
TO NEWQUAY
Girls and Boys joined forces for a Rugby  
and Netball tour this term. Pupils in Year 5  
and Year 6 went away for the weekend  
to Newquay and took part in matches against 
other schools. The boys demonstrated great  
skill and collaboration improving as the 
matches went on ensuring an incredible 
weekend away.
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REMEMBRANCE
On 11 November the school 
remembered those affected by war. 
Pupils in Year 2, travelled to Stubbings 
War Memorial to lay their wreaths and 
learn more about the sacrifices made 
during the two World Wars and those 
lost more recently. The boys also wrote 
poems and created poppy artwork for 
a beautiful classroom display.



CREATING A 
TUDOR FEAST
Boys in Year 4 went with the girls 
on a trip back in time to Hampton 
Court Palace. They toured the 
kitchens where meals were once 
cooked for Henry VIII as well as the 
Great Hall and the Haunted Gallery, 
in the hope of spotting the ghost  
of Catherine Howard.

DISCOVERING 
DORSET
A week of field studies to explore 
river formations, invertebrates and 
rockpool organisms took place when 
Year 6 enjoyed PGL Osmington Bay 
in Dorset. As well as learning a great 
deal to support their class work, pupils 
challenged themselves to conquer 
physical activities such as abseiling, 
Jacob’s Ladder and the terrifying 
giant swing! The boys and girls then 
presented what they had learned 
throughout the week to their parents.

YUMMY MATHS
The best kind of maths lesson surely 
has to be baking cakes! And that’s 
exactly what Year 5 have been busy 
enjoying, a practical maths lesson 
measuring and weighing ingredients 
for a cake. The boys were challenged 
to sort out information cards, work 
out the ingredients needed and 
using division and multiplication they 
calculated the correct quantities.

EXPLORING THE 
SURROUNDING 
AREA
A geography lesson was moved 
outdoors when Year 3 took a walk 
around the Junior Boys site in search 
of natural objects. Foraging high and 
low and through the raised beds 
(where Junior Boys grow vegetables 
and plants) the boys found different 
coloured leaves, conkers, wild 
mushrooms and some vegetables. 
Using their senses the boys explored 
the smells, sounds, sights and  
feelings of autumn.

yEAR 6 BUSHCRAFT
year 6 boys that didn’t head off for the Rugby tour took part in two days of fun 
Bushcraft activities! To start the boys learned vital first aid skills before heading outside 
to find out how to hunt food (not real animals!), build shelters and light fires (using flint 
and steel) before cooking a yummy supper. The group then camped overnight in the 
sports hall and the following day they practised boomerang throwing and learned to 
set traps just as prehistoric men would have.
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NOTES FROM  
THE NURSERY
Sheena Wilding, Head of Nursery 
and her team, welcomed many 
new pupils in September who 
have settled in really well. It has 
been wonderful to see them 
exploring the world around them 
with confidence and fascination, 
making new friendships, learning 
new skills and enjoying life. This 
term’s topic has been “Traditional 
Rhymes and Stories” and has 
engaged the children in all seven 
areas of their learning.

Helping to understand the importance of sharing 
and to develop role playing skills, children tasted 
porridge whilst acting out the traditional story 
‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’.

Having heard the tale of ‘The Gingerbread 
Man’ girls and boys made and decorated 
yummy gingerbread men biscuits, cut out  
and assembled split pin gingerbread men. 
They then enjoyed re-enacting the story.

After reading ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ children 
placed beans in tissue and water to see what 
would happen. To their delight they came back 
after half-term to find the beans have started 
to grow! We wonder if they will be magic…
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