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Ridgeway boys pulled out all the stops again
this year for their performance of Robin Hood

Henry Story was suitably evil in his role as the Year 4 boys became the entertainment at the Castle’s Grand
. T t, juggling, performing handstands and Its,
Sheriff and Guy Blofeld became the nasty Guy of ournament, Juggiing, performing nancstands and Somersaures
) . and Year 3 were able to participate as dejected villagers, down
Gisbourne. Robin Hood was played by Marcus trodden by their Norman conquerors.
Cracknell - an excellent performance which There was no separate choir this year, the singing all being
included a rap and some solo singing, accomplished performed from the stage. One of the highlights of the afternoon

has to be the entire Junior-prep singing “Robin Hood our Hero”
choreographed in spectacular style by our Year 6 rugby players!

while carrying Friar Tuck (Spencer Komen) on his
back across the river! The Friar, too, had a singing
role - and a faultless Irish accent!

Once again, Ridgeway has produced a unique, top quality
entertainment, fantastic fun both for the boys to perform,
and for the parents to watch.
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Results Commentary 2006

Claires Court has now received 10 years of A Level results; and in terms of breadth, depth and quality, we
have certainly come of age. Looking back at the first cohort who remained at CC to pursue their Sixth Form
studies, it seems a brave decision by the students and their parents to remain with us. The students of 1996
are of course all 10 years older now, under ‘28's in school cohort language. The ‘potted history’ of all 18
I hope will be out in the next edition of the main Court Circular, but | thought the story of Michael
McSweeney and Emma Sparks would provide a suitable taster of what is to come.

Michael took Geography, Theatre Studies and
English Lit. for A level, before going up to
Cambridge University to read English &
Education at Homerton. A regular favourite
of our own holiday club programme during
his student years, we followed Michael's
hopes and dreams of winning a blue for
Rugby in the Varsity match for 3 full years,
destined to be dashed by Cambridge’s predilection for importing the
latest Japanese international at the 11th hour. International honours
and 2 blues followed in the alternative code of Rugby League, where
Michael has represented Ireland on a number of occasions, most
notably in the annual USA fixture in the Thanksgiving International
in Philadelphia. Graduating in 2000, Michael went to the City to
pursue a career with Emap in publishing, and following his sporting
instincts, specialised in commercial football. He has been the
Corporate Manager at Fulham Football Club for the last 2 years.

Emma studied A Levels in Music, French and History, and left to
study a traditional degree in Music at Trinity College, London. There
she blossomed, quickly abandoned fine Art for a more Commercial
degree, and after graduation with an MA in Arts Administration
and Cultural Policy from Goldsmiths, sought employment in Theatre
Land! Emma is now Assistant Manager of the Dominion Theatre,
Tottenham Court Road, which currently is hosting ‘We Will Rock
You’, the West End Tribute to Queen. She leads a very busy life
and recently won an Award for a Recycling Project spearheaded in
London by Ken Livingstone. If you Google her name and Dominion
Theatre it does come up with results. Her mother is highly amused
to think that Emma (after a distinguished career at Claires Court
and Trinity] has as her main claim to fame a City Award for Rubbish!
She won over a vast number of other companies and entries.

A Value-added index measure for School arrived at the time of our
first A Level students graduating in 1996, internally calculated by
schools to check whether they were doing the job. 10 years on, and
the indicator is now prepared externally by government agencies and
used by the DfES to inform parents of a school's ability to raise the
educational standards of its pupils. Whilst this data is transparently
available every January for all to see, | publish below the value-added
index data for Claires Court School published earlier this year:

Claires Court 89 pupils
Average GCSEs taken 10.0
Value added indicator 1044.1

In a list of all secondary schools in the country,
this placed us as 132.

What's nice about statistics that include a measure of progress
made between Key Stage 2 and KS 4, is that they take into account
the starting point. A strong performer, age 11 should be expected
to achieve well at 16 and 18. Someone struggling to reach a level
4 in Year 6 would not be expected to gain a hatful of A*s 5 years

on, without a huge amount of extra valued added in the time.

But this value-added measure doesn't of course capture anything
other than academic data. The careers at school and after for both
Michael and Emma were enabled by their academic success - you
don’t get to an elite University without top grades at A Level. But
what nourished them at school is what continues to nourish them
in adult life. Emma was and remains a consummate performer in
Music and Performing Arts. Michael is still considering his options
as an elite sportsman, despite the fact that his day job often rules
out playing sport on Saturday. Both were stars in a variety of fields
at school, and here we are talking outside of the classroom, in panto,
public speaking, concerts and fixtures.

Imagine how stupid it would be if we cancelled our out of hours
provision to chase a higher position in whatever league table, either
based on outright performance or on value-added. | have no doubt
in the short term we would see an improvement in performance.
The longer term cost would be that we would no longer be able to
produce outstanding art, drama, music or sport. It is not by luck
that we participate in and win local, regional and national accolades
for our provision. At the time of writing, Year 12 student Phil Clapp
is one of the 10 nominated BBC young sports personalities of the
year for his outstanding achievements in Rowing this summer (he
gained 6A*, 2A, 1B & 1C at GCSE at the same time). Our U18 girls
Hockey team have just beaten Wellington College 3-1 to become
indoor Hockey county champions, whilst the 1st XV have just lost
their 5th Round match to Wellington in the Daily Mail cup.

At Junior level, our Key Stage 1 and 2 results for our families are
reliably excellent. External Value added measures don't exist, though
we do seem to meet parents’ expectations with the quality of
provision, and we are certainly proud of the successes our younger
pupils enjoy in gaining places to really academic selective schools.
And of course therein lies the big rub. Can we, do we, as a school
celebrate the success of all of our pupils? | know the school
teachers do, and | know the pupils do. Perhaps here | speak to the
parents of all of our pupils.

Please be really proud of what your own child achieves, and also
that which the School achieves. We stretch your children in every
way, academically as well as in the round. We seek to provide for
a life brimming with opportunity. We may indeed be a safe haven,
but one from which leaders of the like of Mike and Emma can
emerge. Now that's where the true value added is to be found -
in the long term preparation for life.

g

James Wilding
Academic Principal
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Ridgeway Prize Giving

12 July 2006

Karen Rogg, Head of Ridgeway
together with pupils and staff,
was delighted to welcome James
Wilding, Academic Principal of
Claires Court and a creative
thinker in education, as their
Guest of Honour.

Mr Wilding, Ladies and Gentlemen, boys

It is with great pleasure that | welcome
you, rather belatedly, to our Junior-Prep
Annual Concert and Prize-Giving 2006.

Having already had a big Sports’ Hall
opening ceremony in November 2005, |
decided that we would play this a bit low
key and | have asked some of the boys to
help me out with sharing their memories
of the past twelve months — | am simply
going to be the link man, or should | say
link woman?

After an eventful and successful year in
2004-2005, we wondered if there could be
more in 2005-2006. Indeed, there has been
lots more to applaud and to celebrate as we
have travelled together through the past
twelve months, and this year, the boys are
going to help me to give you a glimpse

of what has been enjoyed and achieved.
We rightly chase a national agenda of raising
standards but emphasise that academic
work and intellectual thinking go well
beyond the narrow confines of the current
exam results agenda. At a time when, if you
check out the pre-occupations of teachers
up and down the country, league tables,
accountability, an ever increasing paper-
trail, a near obsession with ‘Teaching and
Learning’ solely within the classroom,
situations peppered with unhelpful and
unproductive stress levels, these have all
conspired to cloud a much broader vision
of education. Our aim here at Ridgeway is
to lead pupils, and indeed ourselves as staff,
to new standards in all we do through
‘relaxed rigour’ and by embracing healthy
attitudes to what we are told should be
happening in our schools.

Here at the School, we continue to live

out what we believe are the values and ethos
a school should encompass: Academic,
Creative, Sporting, Community, Respect.

So how have we fared
in 2005-20067

Academically, the school is making first-
rate progress with 99% of boys achieving
Level 2 and above at KS1 and 57% achieving
Level 3 across the board. At KS2, 96%
achieved Level 4 across the board and 49%
Level 5 - no mean feat with our largest
number of Year 6 pupils (all 51 of them),
with all their differing abilities. We are
delighted, but not satisfied, as we undertake
to improve the academic profile of the School
even more with energy and enthusiasm,
although, as you will understand, we are a
wee bit lacking in this at the moment having
waded through the past few weeks’ of
school events and celebrations. High
expectations continue to bear fruit as we
encourage the pupils to aim yet higher.
Our aim remains that the pupils leaving
Ridgeway do so having built firm foundations,
full of motivation, academic energy, and
enthusiasm for learning, with confidence
and with heads held high.

In the world of education, which is
increasingly focused on outcomes/exam
performance, we hold on to the belief that,
whilst outcomes in exams are highly prized
and increasingly important, some of the
outcomes of the education we provide at
Ridgeway cannot be measured in such terms.

What would | say has been our biggest
achievenent in 2005 and 20067 Of course |
should dwell on our academic successes, but
I’'m not going to. By far and away, the biggest
success was the opening of the Sports Hall
- and many of you joined with us on that long
awaited occasion on 18 November, when
Simon Dennis, Olympic gold medallist and
former pupil of the School joined us to open
this magnificent building - and how much
has it been used during the ensuing months?
You cannot believe the fights we have in the
staff room over who wants to use it and when!
| think some may even sneak in during the
dead of night just to secure a place!

Elliot Mankoo is here to offer the first of the
boys' contributions, (and, let me say at this
point that these are all from the boys and
they are honest contributions), this afternoon
as he recalls the day of the opening.

Elliot Mankoo

“At the Sports Hall Opening, the orchestra
played and they were very good. A man was
playing the tuba and it sounded really deep.
It was massive! We played the ocarina, | was
pretty bad, but I still tried my hardest.

Simon Dennis came and he was so tall! He

was about 6 foot 7 inches! We sang ‘Row, row,
row your boat’ to him because he is a rower
who used to come to our School.

I represented the School for basketball
because | donated a lot of money for the
basketball equipment. | love basketball.

We had a picture with Simon Dennis. At the
end, we asked him if he could ‘dunk’ the ball

and he just put the ball in the net without
jumping up!”

| had to mention the Sports Hall first because
it has been such a long awaited asset and
we just wanted to let the Principals know how
much we use it and how much we value it
(and therefore, how much we will value our
new swimming pool when we get it!!)

Beyond the classroom, we continue to offer
innumerable opportunities and platforms for
achievement and here, | would like to engage
the help of some more of our own pupils to
share with you the wide and varied
programme available at Ridgeway.

Music

Ridgeway has had a full musical year in 2005-
2006. The Autumn Term saw our boys team
up with College girls to form an orchestra for
our annual carol service at All Saints. With
this experience behind them, they were ready
to perform to an excellent standard in our
joint Lent Term Concert, playing the Skye
Boat Song, some Sea Shanties and Sloop
John B.

Year 6 boys tried their hand at learning

the ocarina for the first time - with great
enthusiasm and skill, as already mentioned
by Elliot, providing an entertaining interlude
for the Sports Hall opening, and harmonising
with the orchestra delicately in the Lent
Term Concert!

The guitar group has continued from strength
to strength, performing in all three terms
before parents and they were one of the
highlights of the Lent performance. Just
last week, the 15 boys were performing a
brand new composition by their teacher,
Mr Keith Hastings.

Special Choir too, have sung throughout
the year, managing some impressive
harmonisations at our latest concert in the
Sports Hall, and a number of the lads came
on our annual trip to sing carols to the retired
ladies and gentlemen at the Cherry Garden
Nursing Home.

The boys from Year 5 and 6 had a fantastic
time teaming up with the girls to perform
‘The Owl and the Pussycat’ during the
Lent Term.

Our thanks certainly do go to all the
instrumental and music teachers who
strive to raise the level of performance
and encourage sheer enjoyment in music
amongst the boys.

Sport

Through the year, we have continued to excel
in many aspects of sport. The year started
with the ‘rugby term’. The Under 9 team
began playing rugby, the Under 10’s won
most of their games, while the Under 11's
proved to be unbeatable on the pitch. All
three teams were entered into the National
Schools” Rugby Tournament, with all three
qualifying through the regional round to
progress to the National Finals. We were

RESULTS, CLAIRES COURT SCHOOLS



Ridgeway Prize Giving

delighted to place the Under 10 silverware,
having won the Plate competition, on our
trophy shelf. This was soon joined by the
Under 10 trophy from the prestigious St
John’s Beaumont Rugby Festival. The Under
10 team also performed well on the soccer
pitch beating St. Piran’s in the Maidenhead
7-a-side cup.

We are proud of the fact that all of the boys
in Years 4, 5 and 6 have been chosen to
represent the School for rugby and football
during this year and we hope that this will
encourage them to both enjoy the area of
sport and also strive to excel as they continue
to develop their skills.

In the Summer Term, we have seen
success in the swimming pool and in the
athletics arena. Rory Kempson swam in
the 50m breast stroke event and came fifth
at the IAPS National Schools Swimming
Championships, equalling the personal best
that he had set in the heats earlier in the day.
This was as well as representing Claires
Court’s Year 7 team at the ISA National
Swimming Championships in November
where he won a silver medal in the 50m
breast stroke and came fourth in the 50m
freestyle. He also performed well at our Year
6 Swimming Gala, taking the Victor Ludorum

Rory Kempson

“At the IAPS National Prep Schools
Swimming championships it was pouring
with rain. The championships were all the
way down at Millfield in Somerset. It was
very boring getting there when you live in
Berkshire! After the first race which got me
into the finals, the sun came out. It looked
nice. In the finals of the 50m breast stroke,
| dived in and swam to the end of the pool and
did a good turn, but it did not get me into a
medal position, so | swam even faster, but |
was still even with everyone else. | finished
and looked at the timing board. | got a PB,
but | came 5th. If only | had not slowed down
I' would have come 2nd. (As a sideline... at
Sports’ Day, | came 1st in the high jump
and got a PB and set a new record for the
School, jJumping 1Tm 26cm - | never thought
I'would break the record - | was gobsmacked
AND, when | went on the rugby tour with
Ridgeway to Dublin, | scored two tries. These
were my first tries of the season. With all of
my PB’s, Mr Williams has been there, so |
need to keep having Mr Williams around!”

Antonio Tedeschi led the athletics team

as captain at the ISA National Athletics
Championship in a new event for us - the
shot putt. He won the regional round and
continued to improve coming second and
so win silver at the National Finals putting
just a few centimetres short of his personal
best. The boys returned from those National
championships with four silver medals and
a bronze.

We could say so much more about our
sporting achievements, but as | know you
don’t want to be here for hours, we will just
encourage you to read more in the next
Court Circular!!

However, we will let Oliver Lane finish this
section with his own highlights:

Oliver Lane

“| started at Ridgeway in Year 2, but Year 6
has been the best year by far. | have just been
to Devon on a cricket tour which was brilliant
fun. I achieved 84 runs not out in three
matches which | am very pleased with. We
lost one match, drew one and won one. | also
enjoyed spending time with my friends back
at the holiday camp going swimming, playing
football and tennis.

We also went on a rugby tour to Dublin which
was also good fun. We played two matches
and easily won both; they were supposed

to be the best two clubs in Dublin! The first
match was against St Mary’s which we won
55-5 and the second was against Coolmine
which we won 33-0. We stayed in a very nice
hotel which was 4 star with a swimming pool
and good food!

Sports Day this year, | achieved four gold
medals and one bronze. This has been my
best sports day whilst at Ridgeway. | won the
800 metres, 1500 metres,long jump and the
relay race and came third in the 100 metres.

This year's Summer Fete started off with a
great football tournament. | was playing for
England and we lost on penalties in the semi-
final. I ate too many cakes and ice creams
and then went on the Bouncy Castle! As it
was a very hot day, we all ended up having
a water fight which was great fun.

All my sporting achievements at Ridgeway
have helped me win a Sports’ Scholarship
at Claires Court. | am very proud of this.”

Outings and Visits

Once again, this year, the boys have enjoyed
a variety of outings and visits, both on-site
and off-site, to enhance their curriculum.
These range from visits to Hampton Court,
The Outlook, the Milestones Museum, HMS
Belfast and the Golden Hinde, the Action
Farm, Bekonscot, the Natural History
Museum, an in-house Viking Day, an in-
house Egyptian Day, a visit from "Florence
Nightingale” and a Chembakolli Day following
Mrs Bintcliffe’s holiday there during the
February half term... these are to mention
just a few...

Simon Graham
‘What | learned at the Milestones Museum’

“We visited Milestones Museum which
showed us what every day things were like
100 to 180 years ago.

We saw an object called a ‘record player'.

It is like a CD player, but much bigger and
it had bigger discs on. The record sounded
a bit scratchy!

There was no electricity. Victorian children
didn’t have Gameboys or Playstations but did
have books and board games. They would
also help their mothers or go out to play.

But Victorian times were not always fun and

games. At the beginning of Victoria's reign,
people were unaware that germs spread
diseases such as smallpox and cholera.
Thousands of people died, because of
crammed streets and polluted air.

| learnt today that thanks to the Victorians
we are much healthier, happier and cleaner
in our time than in their's and | thank them
for that legacy.”

Michael Welch
‘The Trip to the Imperial War Museum’

“There are a lot of cool trips in Year 5, but the
best one by far, in my opinion, was the trip
to the Imperial War Museum!!

In one bit, we saw loads of tanks, planes,
subs and battle turrets. The best bit was
when we experienced an air raid. When the
siren went off we ran for the shelter. When
we were inside, there was suddenly a shake,
then silence! As we crept outside, it looked
as if the bombers had got the entire city!
Suddenly, we hit the deck as an unexploded
bomb blew up, destroying the gasworks.

| felt excited but scared at the same time.
Finally we got out.

| have had a brilliant time in Year 5 and | hope
the future Year 5 enjoy Year 5 too.”

Alexander Smith
‘Our Chembakolli Day — 23 March 2006’

“| came into school as normal but when |
got to the classroom, Mrs Bintcliffe said she
wasn't Mrs Bintcliffe; she said she was called
Mallu for the day. Mallu took us for a walk in
the Thicket, because we were pretending to
be in Chembakolli.

Mr Goddard and Mr Dolan were the elders
and they had to check if there were any
elephants around. (If there had been, we
would have been given the day off school!l]

We did see tigers (dogs - one was golden,
the other had orange splodges) and elephant
droppings (well, horse’s!)

My favourite bit was playing khokho. It

was where eight boys sit in a line and face
alternate directions, and another boys starts
at one end. He is the catcher. The catcher
has to catch the runners.

My second favourite bit was where we split
into three groups. One did sewing, another
one did clay modelling and my group did
water colour painting. It was really fun.

At the end, they all looked great.”

The outings certainly do help the boys to learn
and understand more as they gain valuable
first-hand experience.

Activities

Throughout the year, the boys have once again
enjoyed a wide and varied activity programme
put together each term by Mr Watkins,
encompassing sport, music, creative arts
and technology. The Sports Hall has meant
that we can enjoy new activities such as
basketball, badminton, hockey, indoor cricket
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nets and indoor archery in addition to using
it so much more for drama as well as formal
and informal concerts.

Tajwar, Charles and Spencer are now going
to highlight some of our outward bound
activities both on-site and off-site:

Tajwar Shelim
‘The Ski Trip’

“I really enjoyed the Ski Trip. When we were
there, my number for my room was 202.

| shared the room with Rezaul and Harry
Shimmin. Our room was next to Marcus C,
Johnny G, Jack H and Oliver L. - they had
the biggest room.

| went downstairs and got 10 Euros and

| bought a Twix bar and a chocoholic.

A chocoholic was one of the most mouth
watering, choca scrumptious drinks ever.

[t was 12.30pm - lunch. | had pizza and apple
juice. It was my first time skiing ever.

After an hour, | was pretty good and the next
days went very fast.

When | was at ‘La Piscine” (swimming pool],
I'went in the Jacuzzi. When it was time to go
home | packed in 2 minutes. | went on the
coach and on the plane and | had a massive
lolly-pop. | went in the car and went straight
home and slept!”

So, as you can see, an hour’s skiing tuition,
and Tajwar is now ready for the men'’s
downhill skiing on the world cup circuit.

Charles Pringle-Stacey
‘Osmington Bay’

“I've really enjoyed Year 5 so far. There have
been many, many school trips but the best
trip in my opinion was Osmington Bay. We
had lots of activities like rock climbing,
abseiling, tunnelling, archery and fencing.
We even had our own chalets. There were
four people in each chalet and we talked all
night. We also could go to the shop on site
so long as we had a teacher with us. At night,
four in a group, we went out on the site to find
things that we were asked to find.

We were there for two nights. On one night,
we went into the woods and the teacher told
us scary stories. One day, we did archery and
it was really fun. | almost hit the bullseye. Out
of all the activities, the best one was fencing.
We actually got to use real swords - although
we could not cut each other because there
was a guard on the end!”

[t sounds, to me, as though Charles is
rather disappointed that there was a guard
on the end!

Spencer Komen
‘Barton Hall’

“I'think Barton Hall will stick in my memory
as a great school trip. It was one of the first
times | had been away from my family for so
long - we were there for five days. | had lots
of late nights and lots of late mornings -
so late that the teachers had to wake me

up because | was just so tired from all the
activities. We did five educational activities,
such as orienteering and map skills,
comparison of habitats, coastal adaptation
and river study, which really made what we
learn in the classroom come to life. In the
afternoons, we had outward bound activities
such as wall-climbing, high ropes, leap of
faith and archery and then in the evenings,
we were back in the classroom writing up
what we had learned during the day.

The food was really nice - for breakfast |
had toast and cereal, for lunch | had bacon,
fish fingers and curry, for dinner | had fish
and chips, bread and sausages. For dessert,
I 'had ice cream with strawberry sauce.

We all came home really tired and needed
another holiday to get over that one!”

You might already have noticed that food
is very important to the boys!

Chess

Driven by Mrs Goford, Mrs Payne and
Mr Dennis, chess has continued to be a
very strong and very successful activity
in the School.

This year, we had two teams in the ‘A" league
of the Berkshire Primary Schools Chess
Association and won the league cup, beating
Eagle House. We are the only school to have
our name on the trophy three times and our
congratulations do go to the boys and staff
involved. In addition, we have played in the
Buckinghamshire league as well as playing
against a variety of other school, including
Papplewick Under 13's, coming out on top!
We have played three in-house tournaments
attracting over 40 participants in each.

We were very grateful for the help from
old boys, now at Claires Court, Andrew
Winchcombe and Aaron George. Andrew,
having started chess here at Ridgeway,
now plays for England.

For only the second time in our history,

we made it to the semi-final of the English
Primary Schools Chess Association - and
what a reward - a weekend in Pontins in
Hemsby is certainly to be relished and looked
forward to, especially when it takes 5 hours
to get there in the sweltering heat!! There,
we improved our ranking and missed a silver
medal by only '/2 point.

In the IAPS Chess Tournament at Aldro in the
Easter break, Ridgeway came just out of the
medals in 4th place, but again, improving our
ranking. We are delighted that several of our
boys have improved so much that they have
been chosen to represent the county.

Matthew Price

“My favourite part of Year 4 was the UK
Chess Challenge in the Lent term. Every
Thursday, lots of the boys from Years 2 to 6
came to the dining hall to play chess. If a
player won a match, then he got 3 points, 2
points for a draw and 1 for a loss. A player
needed to get 17 points in 7 games to qualify
for the Megafinal.

In the UK Chess Challenge, | got to the
Megafinal, but only got 3'/2 points of the

4 needed to qualify for the Gigafinal. Last
year, | got to the Gigafinal, but got 3 of the
5 points needed to qualify for the Terafinal.
The winner of the Terafinal is the best
player in the country.

This is the highlight of Year 4 because | am
really good at chess and really proud of how
far | got. I also chose this as my highlight
because | also really enjoy playing the game
and hope to do even better next year.”

The boys and | could go on and on with
their memories and highlights of this past
academic year at Ridgeway - You certainly,
through just a few of their own accounts,
have had a boys’ view, and as | had already
warned you, | do mean a ‘boys’ view’ of the
year, warts and all! - and there is so much
more that they could say; it probably is safer
for me if | don’t let them carry on!

Perhaps | should leave the last few words
to three boys in Year 6...

Alasdair Cross
‘My first day at Ridgeway’

‘| stepped out of the car, at the age of four,
and onto the car park. | looked around and
saw the huge playing fields not knowing what
they were then. | saw the big trees, now
replaced by the Sports’ Hall. | held onto my
mum'’s hand tightly and walked through the
gate onto the big playground and then onto
the small playground. | walked with my mum
into the classroom and met Mrs Smith and
Mrs Holder. | sat down at a desk and they
asked for my name.

That was what | remember of my first day at
Ridgeway. Soon | am going to experience it

again when | go to Sir William Borlase’s, but,
although | know I'll be nervous, | don’t think
'l hold my mum’s hand!!”

Adam Bowler

“When | joined Ridgeway in Year 5, | thought
that the School was really, really strict and |
pretended to be all posh, but after a week, |
found the School was not so tight and | could
relax a bit. Since | left my old school a term
into Year 5 in the Christmas holiday, | had not
covered the Tudors in history but | still did
well in my test because | tried my hardest.
For me, Year 5 didn't seem the best time for
me because | missed the Osmington Bay
Outward Bound weekend which everyone
said was really good. Anyway, enough of Year
5, let's move on to Year 6. Year 6 felt like the
best time of my life. Yes, there was SATs and
hard work, but by then | felt more included
and more able to cope with the work. |
enjoyed going down to Devon on the field trip,
spending time out of school, but still learning
in a real and fun way. | also enjoyed spending
the time with my friends. | am really pleased
that my parents moved me to Ridgeway and
I'm really looking forward to going to Claires
Court in September.”

RESULTS, CLAIRES COURT SCHOOLS



Senior Schools’ Speech Day

He quickly proved his class at London Irish
and progressed to the professional squad
as an exceptional second row forward.

He has made over 50 appearances for
London Irish. Last season both he and

Bob Casey consistently ranked as the most
effective lineout stealing partnership in the
Premiership. He attributes his success to the
influence of Steve Williams, Ryan Strudwick
and Brendan Venter.

Ladies and Gentlemen, in addition, Nick has
been selected to be part of the England Rugby
set-up and won selection for the England
Saxons team this spring. So, International
Sportsman, Academic University Graduate
and old Courtier, Nicholas Kennedy, you
are very welcome tonight.

Luke Selzer performed a piano solo
of ‘Limbo’ by Ludovico Einaudi.

Chrissie Warren

My name is Chrissie Warren, one of the Sixth
Form leaders, and delighted to be part of
the show this evening. | am studying Biology,
Chemistry and Psychology and | hope to
continue my studies at the University of
Bristol, reading Biomedical Sciences. After
all the studying, it may be medicine, or
physiotherapy or research that captures my
career - the nice thing being a 21st Century
girlis that | don't have to pigeon hole too early.

Outside of the classroom | am the youngest
of four children, so as well as managing my
school work, | have had to learn how to boss
my older brother and sisters and organise my
dad too. So my task for this year is to organise
Mr Sharkey and the Sixth Form - | wonder
how easy that will be?

To my left, is Alasdair Findlay, and in case
you haven't noticed ladies and gentlemen,
he’s Scottish! — and looking rather feminine,
don't you think?

Alasdair Findlay

Thank you Chrissie. All | can say is at least
I look good in a skirt. | am studying the
diamond hard subjects of Physics, Chemistry

and Biology, whilst outside school | have
worked at Watford General Hospital and
this has fired me with the ambition to study
medicine , closer to my home Perth, at the
University of Edinburgh.

In sport, | represent the School in rugby, and
| am looking forward to my second season
in the 1st XV and next summer to the side’s
first tour to the Argentine. This summer

| returned from sailing along the coast of
Spain and Portugal in the Tall Ships” Race.

Chrissie

Ladies and Gentleman, perhaps for the
time being you will accept that Alasdair
and | are the youth of today. Like the youth
of any generation, we face our parents’
concerns that:

e School work was never this easy when
| was young

e Modules - huh - it was all down to the one
big set of exams so we had to worry for the
whole two years of study

e We never had the internet to borrow our
answers from - it was hours in the library
that made the difference.

Alasdair

Well fortunately we have grandparents who
come to our aid and highlight the real truth
of life as a teenager in the 1960's and 70s,
when our parents, it is alleged, were young.

e Your dad was forever under the bonnet of
his beloved mini; we were lucky if he ever
sat down with his books at home

e Your mum spent more time chasing down
performances by the 'Who" and ‘Queen’ in
Aylesbury than she did working on the finer
points of her English homework

® Your uncle James managed to combine
academic study and get straight As in
pinball and snooker.

Chrissie

Before all you lovely mums and dads take
exception to our words, may | just add that
our jests are there to point out that we have
always lived in a world of paradox - there
might be little similarity between life in the
21st century and in 1970 for an 18 year old,
but it is also clear that there are many
eternal truths.

Junk food is what it says it is, smoking is as
unhealthy as the packet label reads, and after
25 years as Headmaster, Mr Wilding is
absolutely that, in charge!

For school pupils at the top of the tree, we
might read that it has never been easier to
do well at school, but | can assure you boys
and girls out there - don't believe everything
you read in the papers.

Alasdair

You don't get to be where Chrissie and | are
standing without working your butts off. In
addition to a myriad of school examinations
at secondary level - | have taken external
exams every year since Year 9, in order to

fulfil our ambitions we will need to get top
marks, have a wide and extensive repertoire
of other skills and experiences - in my case
that means dedication to my work and 3 A's
at A Level.

Chrissie

And for my part | am committed and
enthusiastic, both in and out of school...

Together
..and that's just to get to the start line

Chrissie

Our script tonight is of course drawn tightly
around the many prize winners listed on the
programme. But before we deliberate more
closely on some of the achievements listed
herein, may | say that the School provides
many other occasions for celebrating
academic and sporting success. Not a day
goes by without someone, somewhere at
Claires Court winning an award; it could be
for the quality of a piece of writing, or for
some public spirited good intention; our
house points and commendations provide
exceptional opportunities to show that our
work is valued right from the start

Alasdair

And all of our prizes and awards in the
School are funded by our 2 parent teacher
associations, the boys” Society and the
girls’ PTA.

So to their respective chairman, Fran
Pullan and Kim Pringle-Stacey, we say a
heartfelt thank you". Kim Pringle-Stacey is
unable to be with us this evening, and we ask
Esha and Dan to present Fran Pullan with
this bouquet of flowers whilst you all join us
in this thunderous round of applause for
these two ladies.

As the Samba Band demonstrated at the
commencement of this evening, work often
requires intensity of concentration and effort,
and pleasure is derived both from the
acquisition of considerable skill through
practise and in addition through the obvious
success of working together as a team. But
without a teacher to inspire and perspire with
them, the individual talents could not and
would not be shaped into the collective work
we heard. Our School goes further than most
to provide myriad of opportunities in which
we can participate, gather confidence and
then excel.

continued after results...
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0000000000 Results

Claires Court Schools End of Key Stage 1 Assessment Results 2006 School Results

These tables show the number of Year 2 pupils achieving each level at both the boys’ and girls" Pre-Prep Departments in 2006.
N.B. The figures may not total 100% because of rounding.

RIDGEWAY (Boys)
TASK AND TEST RESULTS

Percentage at each level
W 1 2C 2B 2A 3 Pupils disapplied Pupils absent
Speaking and Listening 0 3 48 0 0
Reading 0 0 16 6 16 61 0 0
Writing 0 3 10 23 16 48 0 0
Mathematics 0 0 23 16 23 58 0 0
Science 0 0 68 0 0
THE COLLEGE (Girls)
TASK AND TEST RESULTS
Percentage at each level
W 1 2C 2B 2A 3 Pupils disapplied Pupils absent
Speaking and Listening 0 0 45 0 0
Reading 0 0 18 27 27 27 0 0
Writing 0 0 9 18 45 36 0 0
Mathematics 0 0 18 18 36 27 0 0
Science 0 0 45 0 0

National Results

These tables show the percentages of Year 2 children achieving each level nationally in 2005.
N.B. The figures may not total 100% because of rounding.

TASK AND TEST RESULTS
Percentage at each level
W 1 2C 2B 2A B3 Pupils disapplied Pupils absent

Speaking and Listening 2 10 23 0 0
Reading 3 11 13 23 23 27 0 0
Writing 5 12 21 26 20 15 0 0
Mathematics 2 7 17 24 27 23 0 0
Science 2 8 25 0 0

W represents children who are working towards Level 1, but who have not yet achieved the standards needed for Level 1

*  These assessments do not apply at every level, and therefore figures may not total 100 percent

Claires Court Schools End of Key Stage 2 Assessment Results 2006 School Results

These tables show the percentages of Year 6 pupils achieving each level at both the boys” and girls’ Junior-Prep Departments in 2006.
N.B. The figures may not total 100% because of rounding.

RIDGEWAY (Boys)

TEACHER ASSESSMENT TEST RESULTS
Percentage at each level Percentage at each level
W|1 12 |3 ]|4 |5 Pupils disapplied | Pupils absent Below Level 3 (B3)*| 3| 4| 5 |Pupils disapplied | Pupils absent
English 0]0]0]4|60]36 0 0 English 0 6174]20 0 0
Mathematics | 0 | 0 | 0 | 4 |47 |49 0 0 Mathematics 0 4139|157 0 0
Science 010 0|4 |41]55 0 0 Science 0 2129169 0 0
THE COLLEGE (Girls)
TEACHER ASSESSMENT TEST RESULTS
Percentage at each level Percentage at each level
W |1 |2 |3 4|5 |Pupils disapplied | Pupils absent Below Level 3 (B3)* | 3| 4 | 5 | Pupils disapplied | Pupils absent
English 0]0]0]0]|70]30 0 0 English 0 01]70]30 0 0
Mathematics | 0 | 0 | 0 |20 |40 |40 0 0 Mathematics 0 15/50/35 0 0
Science 0]10|0[20|35]45 0 0 Science 0 0150/50 0 0
National Results
These tables show the percentages of Year 6 children achieving each level nationally in 2005.
TEACHER ASSESSMENT TEST RESULTS
Percentage at each level Percentage at each level
W|112 |3 |4 |5 |Pupils disapplied | Pupils absent Below Level 3 (B3)* | 3 | 4 | 5 | Pupils disapplied | Pupils absent
English 11115 |18]49)26 0 0 English 6 14/52|27 0 1
Mathematics | 0 | 1 | 4 |18 |46 |30 0 0 Mathematics 6 18]44[31 0 1
Science 010 |3 ]13|47]36 0 0 Science 3 10/40]47 0 1

W represents children who are working towards Level 1, but who have not yet achieved the standards needed for Level 1
* B3 represents children who were not entered for the tests because they were working below Level 3 in English, mathematics
or science; children awarded a compensatory level from the tests; and children not achieving a level from the tests.
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GCSE Results

CLAIRES COURT

5 or more A*-C passes = 90%

Mark Adams

James Arafa
Ahed Attar
Charles Baxter
Oliver Beck
Emilio Bello

William Bishop
Jack Boni

Joshua Bradbeer

Jonathan Bruce
Michael Busby
Andrew Chappell

Philip Clapp

Jack Collard
Daniel Connell

Tom Cowland
Joshua Cremin

Joshua Davies

Owen Davies

James Doig

Christopher Etherington
Rhys Evans

Ross Gibson

Jamie Grose

Mathew Gurney

Robert Henry

Joseph Hickman

Christopher Holly

Benjamin Joly

Christopher Kempton
Benjamin Lamberth-Parker
Dean Lewis

Alasdair Lightfoot

Matthew Lines
Gregory Logelain
James Matthews
Thomas McCarthy
Robert McCormack

Joseph Meakes
Conor Mitchell
Alexander Morris
Rory O’Connell
Jorn Pace
William Page
Joshua Parker
Rishi Patel

Miguel Pereira
Thomas Petford
Thomas Preston

Mathematics, English Language,
Drama, IT

Science (Double), Geography, PE
Mathematics, English Language,
Mathematics, English Language,
German

Mathematics, English Language,
Geography, Music, IT

Science

Mathematics, English Language,
Geography, History
Mathematics, English Language,
[T, Technology

Mathematics, English Language,

Science (Double), Geography, PE,

English Literature, Science (Double)**, French, Business Studies, History,

Science (Double),
Science (Double),

French, Spanish, History*, Art, Drama
Business Studies, Geography, Art, Drama

English Literature,
English Literature,

English Literature, Science (Double), French, Spanish, Business Studies, Latin,

English Literature, Science (Double], French, German*, Business Studies,

English Literature, Science (Double), Business Studies, Geography,

English Literature, Science (Double), French, Spanish, Geography, History, PE

IT

Mathematics, English Language*, English Literature, Science (Double) **, French*, German*, Business Studies*,

Latin, Geography*, PE*
Mathematics, English Language,
Geography*, PE*, Technology*
Mathematics, English Language,
Mathematics, English Language,
Drama, IT

Mathematics, English Literature,

English Literature, Science (Double) **, German, Business Studies*,

English Literature, Science (Double), Geography, PE*, Drama, IT, Technology
English Literature, Science (Double), Spanish, Business Studies, Geography, PE,

Science [Double), Spanish, History, Art, Technology

Mathematics*, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double)**, Spanish, Latin, Geography*, History,

Art, Drama

English Language, Geography, PE

Mathematics, English Literature,
Science, History, PE, Art
Mathematics, English Language,
Mathematics, English Language,
Mathematics, English Language,
Mathematics, English Literature,
Mathematics, English Language,
Mathematics, English Language,
Mathematics, English Language,
History, PE
Mathematics,
Mathematics,
Mathematics,

English Language,
English Literature,

Science (Double), Geography, Technology

English Literature, Science (Double), French, Geography, History, Drama
English Literature, Science (Double), French, Spanish, Latin, Geography, Art, IT
English Literature, Science (Double), French, Geography, PE, Drama

Science [Double), French, Business Studies, Geography, IT

English Literature, Science (Double), Business Studies, History, RS, PE, IT
English Literature, Science (Double], Business Studies, Drama

English Literature, Science (Double), Spanish, Business Studies, Geography,

Science (Double), Business Studies, Geography, PE, IT

English Literature, Science (Double), French, Geography, Music, Art, IT
Science [Double), French, Geography, PE, Art

English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), French, Business Studies, Geography, History, IT

Mathematics, English Language,
Mathematics, English Language,
Art, IT

Mathematics, English Literature,
Mathematics, English Language,
Mathematics

Mathematics, English Language,
Mathematics, English Language,
PE, Drama, IT

English Literature, Science (Double), French, Business Studies, History, Art, IT
English Literature, Science (Double), Spanish, Business Studies, Geography,

Science [Double), French, Spanish, History, PE
English Literature, Science (Double), Geography*, Art, IT, Technology

English Literature, Science (Double), Geography, PE, Art, IT
English Literature, Science (Double), German, Business Studies, Geography,

Science [Double), Business Studies, Art, Technology
English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), Geography, PE

Mathematics, English Language,
Mathematics, English Language,

English Literature, Science (Double), French, Geography, History, PE*
English Literature, Science (Double), French, History, PE, Music, Art

Mathematics, English language, English Literature, Science (Double), French, Geography, PE*, Drama
Mathematics, Science, Business Studies, Geography, PE, Art

Mathematics, English Language,
Mathematics, English Language,
Geography, IT

English Literature, Science (Double), French, Geography, Art, Technology
English Literature, Science (Double), French, Business Studies, Latin,

English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), French, Business Studies, History, PE, Art
Mathematics, English language, English Literature, Science (Double), Spanish, Geography*, History*, Drama, IT

Mathematics, English Literature,

Science (Double), Business Studies, Geography, PE, Drama
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GCSE Results continued

CLAIRES COURT

Matthew Rayner
Liam Reeve
Jack Rider

Joshua Rogers
Charlie Simpson
Michael Skelton
Elliot Smith
Thomas Speller

Guy Swadling

William Timms
Ruben van der Valk

David Watts
Edward Whitworth

Joseph Williams
David Windsor

Simon Witney
Ryan Woods

COLLEGE

English Lang
English Lang
Mathematics

uage, English Literature, Science (Double), Business Studies, Geography
uage, Science (Double), Business Studies, History

, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), German, Business Studies, Latin,

Geography, PE*, Art
English Literature, Science (Double), Geography, History, RS, IT

Mathematics
Mathematics
PE, Art

Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics

, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), Geography, RS, PE, Art
, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), French, Business Studies, Geography,

, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), Geography, History, PE, IT
, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), French, History, Music
, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double) French, Spanish, Business Studies,

Latin, Geography, PE*

Mathematics

, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double], Business Studies, History, Drama, IT

Mathematics, English Language*, English Literature, Science (Double]**, French*, German*, Business Studies*,
Latin, Geography*, History*, Dutch*

Mathematics
Mathematics
History*, Dra
Mathematics

, English Language, Science, History, PE, Drama

, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), Spanish, Business Studies, Geography,
ma

, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), French, Business Studies, Geography,

History, Drama

Mathematics
Business Stu

, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), French, Business Studies, Spanish,
dies, Geography

Science, Business Studies, IT

Mathematics

5 or more A*-C passes = 91%

Jenna Allen
Hannah Baker
Sarah Baker

Sophie Denney
Elizabeth Fox
Katherine Gray
Lara Heywood

Christina Hill
Nicole Hogan
Morgan Holder
Charlotte Hudson
Katie Johnstone
Rhiannon Marshall
Paige Miles

Jessica Montague
Harriet Newman

Megan Powell
Rhiannon Ramsay
Victoria Ward
Verity Watkins
Emily Wilkins

Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics

, English Literature, Science (Double), Art

, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), French, Spanish, History, Art
, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), History, PE, Art, Food Technology
, English Language*, English Literature*, Science (Double), French*, Spanish, Geography*,

History, Drama

Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics

, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), Geography*, History, Music, Art

, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), French, History, PE, Music, Drama
, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), Spanish, Geography*, History, Art
, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), French, Geography*, PE*, Art*,

Food Technology*

French
Mathematics

Mathematics,
Mathematics,
Mathematics,
Mathematics,
Mathematics,

Geography*,
Mathematics
Mathematics

English Language, English Literature, Science (Double], French, Spanish, History, PE, Drama
English Language, Art, Food Technology

English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), French, Latin, Geography*, PE, Drama
English Language, English Literature, Science (Double], French, German, History, PE*, Drama
L
L

English Language, English Literature, Science (Double]**, Spanish, Business Studies,
PE*

, English Language, Science (Double), Spanish, IT, Food Technology

, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), Spanish, History, PE, Drama,

Food Technology

Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics
Mathematics

, Science (Double), RS, PE, Drama

, English Language*, English Literature, Science (Double), French, German, History, Art*, IT*

, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), French, History, PE, Music, Drama

, English Language, Science (Double), PE, Art

, English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), French, German, History, PE* Drama

English Language, English Literature, Science (Double), Geography, Art, Food Technology, Textiles
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A Level Results

Average points per candidate at A2 and AS = 275.2

Candidate A-level Passed Additional AS Destination/University Course

Lauren Adams Drama, English, Psychology History Birmingham Psychology

Dean Allen Business, English, Psychology Chemistry Kingston Business Studies
Drew Allen Biology, Chemistry, Physics Spanish USC New Haven (US) Sciences

Timothy Bailey Geography, P.E. St. Mary's, Surrey Physical Education
Edward Barber Photography, Media Studies Gap Year/Bournemouth Leisure Management
Callum Baxter Business, Photography, Media Geography Bournemouth Hospitality Management
Thomas Baxter Business, Geography Physics BCUC Bus Man/Finance
Chirag Bhagani Business, Geography, P.E. Media St Portsmouth Marketing/Psychology
Alexander Bomok Art, Geography, Photography Business Bournemouth Art Institute Art Foundation

Claire Chappell Biology, Chemistry, Geography Physics Leicester Medicine

Samuel Cleaver Biology, Geography, Psychology Chemistry Guildford School of Music Drum Course

Philip Croser Biology, Business, ICT Religious St BUWE Diagnostic Imaging
Alexandria Dance P.E., Photography, Psychology Media St UWIC Leisure/Sports Man
Adam Dauncey Art, Photography Employment Mechanical Apprentice
Callum Devine Geography, P.E. Biology BUWE Sports Coaching
Robbie Dowling Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics Geography Sussex Molecular Medicine
Victoria Fox Psychology, Photography, P.E. Art Gloucester Events Management
Andrew Fuller Geography, P.E., Photography Employment

Natalie Gibbon Art, Photography, Media Studies Psychology Glamorgan Media Communications
David Gigg Biology, Geography, Photography Bath Spa Environmental Sciences
Genna Grundon English, Psychology, Sociology Biology Brunel Psychology

Nick Hagenow Art, Business Studies, ICT Law De Montfort Architecture

Laura Haynes Biology, P.E., Psychology Photo Brighton Teaching PE

Thomas Hocking Geography, Media, Psychology English BUWE Psychology

Andrew Hogan English, Media, Psychology Kingston or Brighton Journalism

Olivia Holden Media Studies, Psychology Sociology Employment

Patrick Holding Art, History, Psychology Kent History

Natasha Howard Geography, Law, Psychology Media St Brunel Law

Nicole Howard Business, Media, Psychology Geography Brunel Psychology

Peter Hutchings Mathematics, Music, Physics Chemistry BUWE Music Engineering
Robert Jones History, Photography Marjon (Univ. Exeter] History/Media Studies
Khizar Khan-Mahmood Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics Art Medicine Queen Mary’s, London
Luke Knowles Geography, Psychology, P.E. Biology Bath Sports Coaching/Ed
Alexander McNicol Biology, Chemistry, Geography Employment

Tom Manton Art, English, Psychology Sociology BCUC Art Foundation
Joshua Marcus Business, Geography, Sociology Biology Bath Spa Business Manage
Thomas M-Yeates Business Studies, ICT, P.E. BUWE Business Studies
Jeremy Moore Biology, Chemistry, Drama Spanish Winchester Drama

Peter Morrish Art, Media Studies, Photography Drama BCUF Art Foundation
Alexander Musaji Geography, P.E., Psychology Biology Gap / Oxford Brookes Geography/Tourism
William Nash Drama, Media, Psychology English Exeter Psychology

Johan Olsson Art, Biology, Psychology Chemistry Stirling Psychology/Philosophy
Sion Owen Media Studies, P.E., Psychology Glamorgan Sports Psychology
Christiaan Paul Business Studies, Geography, P.E. Physics Gap Year/Brighton Business Studies
Sarah Plunkett Biology, English, Psychology Chemistry Birmingham Nursing

Vandita Ralhan Biology, Chemistry, Psychology PE. Southampton Medicine

Fiona Richards Geography, P.E., Psychology Biology Chichester Teaching PE

Samuel Rigby Business, Media, Sociology Southampton Sociology

Manvinder Sidhu Business, Mathematics, Physics Chemistry Brunel Business/Manage
Hayley Simpson English, Media, Photography Geography Glamorgan Media / English

Jack Simpson Geography, Media, Photography Business St Glamorgan Media Production

Cat Sutherland Art, Drama, Media Studies Maths Glamorgan Media Production

Kay Taylor Art, Geography, Psychology Biology Winchester Teaching Primary
Oliver Tomes Drama, English, Music Sociology Westminster Commercial Music
David Totty Business Studies, Geography Employment

Charles White Drama, Photography Art, Media Thames Valley Acting

Theresa Williams Art, Photography, Physics Maths Chelsea College of Art Art Foundation
Christopher Wilson English, Media, Psychology History Reading Film/TV/Theatre

Lucy Winchcombe Biology, Geog, Law, Computer St Drama Bristol Biology
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000000000 b Year Results Summary

Claires Court Schools External Examinations Results for the last 5 years

KEY STAGE 3 RESULTS (BOYS) 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Number of Candidates 68 b4 72 70 73

% level 5 and above in English 95.6 83.9 91.7 94.1 94.5
% level 5 and above in Maths 80.9 87.5 94.4 95.6 98.6
% level 5 and above in Science 88.2 96.9 94.4 97.1 98.6
KEY STAGE 3 RESULTS (GIRLS) 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Number of Candidates 24 20 19 29 32

% level 5 and above in English 100 95 100 100 100
% level 5 and above in Maths 91.6 90 89.5 88.9 96.9
% level 5 and above in Science - - 89.5 96.4 100
GCSE RESULTS (BOYS) 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Number of Candidates 45 57 63 b4 66

% candidates with 5C+ grades 82.2 87.7 82.5 84.4 89.4
Average number of subjects per candidate 9 9 9.4 9.4 9.7

% A* and A grades 19 18 13.9 27.8 23.4
% A*, A and B grades 44 46 45 49.9 50.8
% grade C and above 77 78 77.5 83.0 84.3
GCSE RESULTS (GIRLS) 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Number of Candidates 13 18 22 19 21

% candidates with 5C+ grades 77 89 100 94.7 90.5
Average number of subjects per candidate 9 9 10 9.8 9.8

% A* and A grades 14 18 36 51.6 2.5
% A*, A and B grades 44 41 60 75.3 65.0
% grade C and above 81 75 91.4 94.6 86.4
GCSE RESULTS (COMBINED) 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Number of Candidates 58 75 85 83 87

% candidates with 5C+ grades 81 88 87.1 88 89.7
Average number of subjects per candidate 9 9 9.5 9.7 9.7

% A* and A grades 18 20 19.9 33.4 25.6
% A*, A and B grades 44 46 49 55.9 54.1
% grade C and above 78 79 81.2 85.8 84.8
A-LEVEL RESULTS 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Number of candidates 49 41 32 42 59

% A2 results at grades A-E 98 100 100 100 100
% A2 results at grades A and B 36 41 411 47.5 40.2
Average points per candidate at A2 249 240 236 241 242
Average points per candidate at A2 and AS 288 290 278 275 269

These figures are subject to change as results of re-mark appeals are still outstanding.

A revised system for awarding points to grades was introduced with the new AS/A2 level examinations in 2002.
Below is a table showing points score under the old and new system.

Grade Old System New System
A AS A AS
A 10 5 120 60
B 8 4 100 50
C b 3 80 40
D 4 2 60 30
E 2 1 40 20
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Senior Schools’ Speech Day

Jenny Wilding receives her bouquet from Esha

Mr Julian Bown, who leads percussion
teaching in the School, is the first example of
many we hope to bring to your attention this
evening of teachers who do go that extra
mile, and by their close attention to detail
help get the best out of each and every one
of us.

Chrissie

| 'am one of that 50% in the School whose
parents chose Claires Court early for my
education, for whom this was the first choice.
| started 7 years ago and have enjoyed being
at the heart of the girls” College. Teachers
may start and some may go, but most remain
here for a long time, providing real strength
of experience and knowledge in the academic
faculty. Two years ago we celebrated Mrs Ann
Pitts” retirement as Head of College after 7
years of distinguished service. As many of
you know, Mrs Pitts returned to her roots,
as Head of RS at Claires Court, where she
is to be found most days standing no
nonsense from her charges in class.

Alasdair

And standing no nonsense either from her
colleagues in the staff room as she drives
with intent the lunch time staff room
crossword club. Well ladies and gentleman,
Mrs Pitts is receiving this golden mention
because she has completed 25 years of
teaching service within Claires Court, as
teacher of RS, English and Drama, as Head
of girls in the Sixth Form and then as we have
heard leading the College before returning to
the boys. Mrs Pitts, we would be delighted if
you could step forward to receive this token
of our esteem and our thanks from one of
last year's leading Sixth Formers, Jeremy
Moore, for everything you have done and
indeed will continue to do in your work here
with us at Claires Court.

Chrissie

Mrs Pitts wasn't the only teacher who started
here in 1981. It is alleged that Mrs Jenny
Wilding, Head of History (and the boss's wife)

took a career break some time back whilst
their sons Tom and Ed were in production
(so to speak], but we have looked at the
Bosman Ruling, she was never giving a
transfer out of the organisation, and we
thank her too for 25 years of committed
service as mentioned running one of the
School's most successful departments,
keeping both Mr Wilding and Mr Sharkey
in order when their enthusiasms run away
with them! Jeremy has a bouquet for Mrs
Wilding as well.

Alasdair

The other 50% of the pupils here at Claires
Court enter in a slightly more chaotic way.
Take Jeremy, for example. There he was,
quietly studying in Year 7 at St. Piran’s when
out of the blue, his parents were informed
that the class was too small to be viable and
that he needed to find a new school straight
away. Now Jeremy isn’t the only student to
switch to Claires Court as their class or
school closes, but as you will hear, he has
found a deep and rich talent here which may
nourish him for the rest of his life. After the
successful completion of his A level studies,
he is off to university to study for drama and
the theatre, so ladies and gentleman, please
give a warm welcome to the tenor singing
of Jeremy Moore.

Mrs Pitts

Jeremy Moore sang ‘Somewhere’ by
Leonard Bernstein from West Side Story

Alasdair

Ladies and gentleman, | too arrived at Claires
Court in a slightly chaotic way - | don't know
whether | should say this, but it does seem
that failing the 11+ was the best thing that
ever happened to me. | already gained 11
GCSEs at A or A*, and | hope within the next
year to complete my school career here with
my Gold Award within Duke of Edinburgh
scheme and as part of the School's First
XV tour of Argentina next summer. The
experiences in public speaking and debating,
in service as well as in skill acquisition and
physical recreation have helped forge what
is now quite an independent spirit in this
proud Celt. School has made significant
demands of me, both academically and

in time; and that is how it should be.

Chrissie

Our students are of course encouraged to
sing out loud here at CC; well done indeed
Jeremy. The work of the Music Department
at Claires Court continues to develop. One
of the most exciting developments since last
year has been the increase of IT in class and
as an after school activity in the boys” music
school and now set to roll here with the girls.
Using EMac computers the pupils can
sequence their pieces and then notate
their compositions. They can also assign
different instruments to the musical
texture. The quality of the compositions
and the enthusiasm of the pupils seem

to have increased.

Alasdair

Simon Allen, who left us to go to America
with his family last summer, entered the
Windsor Festival with that composition called
‘Heaven' that he had composed using IT for
his Year 12 AS Music course. He was up
against many other schools from the Royal
Borough, including Eton. Despite this, he was
awarded first place, gaining £160 for himself
and £500 for School! Simon returned this
summer to let us know he has won a major
scholarship to attend the performing Arts and
Drama course at Chicago University this fall.

Chrissie

Individuals have continued to be successful
in various music exams throughout the year.
In particular, we must mention Sam Cleaver
who gained Grade 7 on the drums and
Jeremy Moore who gained Grade 6 singing,
at the head of a very long list of boys and girls
making their way. Libby for example is
working towards her Grade 8 - now no
pressure Libby, but a distinction at Grade 8
is worth 86 UCAS points at A Level - better
than a Grade C! This is useful currency when
applying to University.

18
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The audience

Alasdair

Congratulations too to all of our performers
who participated in our various concerts
through last year and to you, their parents,
who made up a supportive audience when and
where required. Thanks to the instrumental
staff who have prepared them, and perhaps
a personal thanks from our two Directors of
Music, Mr Roach and Mrs Woolliscroft, and
to our leader in ICT Mr Frank Loveder, who
has made such wonderful things happen!

Chrissie

The other major academic curricular areas
that make a similar impact are the Drama
and Art departments, whose work fills the
drama spaces and covers the walls not just
of the art rooms but throughout the corridors
and on both sites. Much of the best work
done these days is driven by the requirements
of the examination boards, but that doesn’t
mean to say the productions and exhibitions
are any the less breathtaking in quality and
quantity. The lists of graduates leaving
University with fine arts degrees commenced
and nurtured here at Claires Court grow
longer each year, and whilst former deputy
Head Girl Ali Bastian (and | understand your
current girlfriend, Mr Kennedy) remains the
lead old girl actor on telly, there must be
others not far behind.

Alasdair
Another successful year for the Drama Dept
saw the boys at Claires Court take the ISA

p——

The Samba Band in action!

best actor award for the fourth year running,
this year’s star being Jack Collard in the
racist drama, ‘Can you keep a secret?” Not
to be outdone, the rival boys” group won best
play with ‘Arbeit Macht Frei". The summer
Drama Festival, which showcases the work
of Year 7 and 8 boys was again much enjoyed
and appreciated by parents. Meantime, the
senior girls presented Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’ as their
lavish and very successful end of year show,
donning the tea towel head-dresses again
for the first time since Nursery Nativity plays.
That is obviously a cue for a song - here is
one of the College ensemble pieces from
that biblical epic, Joseph.

The girls sang ‘Any Dream will do’
from Joseph.

Chrissie

The achievement was continued at A/S level,
when three of the six actors in Pinter’s The
Homecoming gained 100% for their practical
acting - Libby Wilding, Connor Duffy and
Rupert Erskine. At A2 the Devised Piece,
‘Morituri Te Salutamus’ gained the actors 4x
As and a B. For the A2 scripted performance
we were fortunate to be able to present
‘The Lithium Waltz', by Barry McKinley, as
the UK premiere. Previously, it had only been
performed in New York and Dublin but the
playwright sent us a copy of the script

and waived his usual fee since it was for
educational use. Will Nash, Oliver Tomes

and Charles White gained 100% for their
acting in this play, too, making the Sixth
Form scripted performances a feast of
incomparable theatrical splendour - it
says here.

Alasdair

The Press coverage of the Art and
Photography exhibition was exceptional -
we can't show you the pictures but here’s
a flavour of what was on offer:

Esha

Following in the tradition of the School's

‘A" level Art Exhibitions, this year's display
of examination and coursework was as
successful and inspiring as those of past
years. The art work was in a range of media
from large acrylic and oil paintings on
canvasses of varying sizes, to sculptures,
relief work and creative multi media work
which was Fine Art based.

For their final A2 examination, the Year 13
students developed the theme of ‘Objects
and Objectivity” and the students had used
powerful and dramatic imagery to depict their
ideas. Work ranged from sculptures such as
giant shoes by Natalie Gibbon and a 3
Dimensional wave by Alex Bomok to large

6 foot canvasses depicting a smoking dog
by Peter Morrish, a fantasy landscape of
archways by Theresa Williams, a design
based on an assortment of patterned objects
reminiscent of Patrick Caulfield by Kay Taylor
and a 3 x 3 metre portrait by Tom Manton.
Other students; Patrick Holding, Nick
Hagenow Johan Olsson, Cat Sutherland
and Adam Dauncey interpreted the theme
in mixed media and acrylic paint in outcomes
ranging from bullet shells, machine parts,
statues, neon signs to name but a few.
Artists” influences were diverse and ranged
from de Chirico, Chuck Close and, Paulozzi
and John Piper, to Banksie, Renoir and
Claes Oldenburg.

Year 12 have a hard act to follow, though the
exhibit showed they were up to the task, an
exploration on the theme of "Habitation” with
ideas ranging from a view of London across
the Thames, inspired by David Bomberg from
Mat Herbert, a doll's house montage by Jane
Broderick, a mirror reflection of a bedroom
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by Libby Wilding, birds and animals in their
natural environments from Angus Brain and
Ryo Ishikawa, a surrealistic oil painting
showing clouds and faces in a landscape
reminiscent of Magritte by Luke Selzer and
a relief/montage of a ruined building by
Chris Holding.

The creative talents and high quality of the
photographic work from the A Level students
was clearly evident from walking around
the combined art and photography exhibition
held this July. Many students continued to
work mainly with traditional black and white
and colour films while others explored, with
good effect, the world of digital imaging.

With fifteen students taking A2 and twenty
at AS it is impossible to comment on all the
hard work from individual students. However
it would be wrong not to make some mention
of the outstanding work of Theresa Williams
Alex Bomok and Natalie Gibbon. Many other
Year 13 students managed to improve on
their work from AS through consistent hard
work, particularly Jack Simpson. When the
moderator from the examination board visited
the School to assess the work, he reported
on the high standard of work produced and
made particular mention of Vicky Fox's
controlled test work. From Year 12, Connor
Duffy’'s work was particularly impressive
gaining him an A grade.

It will be a hard act to follow but with even
more students studying photography this
year, the challenge is on for an even better
exhibition display next year.

Chrissie

Well done Mrs Price for pushing the
journalists so hard! Just in case you think
performance is just about the visual, | must
reassure you that the students throughout
the secondary school are also encouraged
to write; often the reward being to enjoy that
moment of fame when their work appears
in print. The Head of English, Barry Olivier
is another member of staff who works

tirelessly to celebrate our success, and

the School literary publications are enriched
by the work of students throughout the
secondary school. In the latest edition of
‘Scribblings’, | was particularly taken by this
poem by Lauren Paul, Year 9. It is entitled
‘Today | am a Woman':

Nick Kennedy with Sixth Form pupils

Esha
‘A girl is sweet and fragile

She will shatter at the tiniest pinprick

or insult.

She needs her mother, her father and friends.
A stretched out hand is always welcome.

A warm embrace is pleasant.

Childish names and immature catcalls

Are all fun and games.

A teenager is nalve and ignorant.

She thinks that she knows best.

Her first love, best friends and raging
emotions are all she can expect.

She needs the same comfort as a girl
But wouldn’t dare to admit it.

But today I am a woman.

| stand tall and strong

You can hurt me, abuse me,

Cut me, threaten me,

Question me, use me,

Love me, hate me,

I will always stand strong.

Today | am proud to be a woman.’

Alasdair

No school captures the news of its activities,
its journeys as well as its destinations, as
effectively as ours. This last year, the Sixth
Form added to the literary credits with their
own edition of writings and events, known
as Antics. Further encouraged by Mr Chris
Hill, we await publication of the Sixth Form
Year book as well, to add to the phenomenon
that is the Court Circular. Now ladies and
gentleman, we hold this latest edition in front
of you - 200 pages describing the life and
times of 2004/5, and | am assured that the
next 200 pages are as we speak on the
editor’s floor being pieced together to bring
back to life the academic year 2005/6. To
Mrs Rosemary Barker, editor in chief of the
Court Circular, and to the other four school

administrators, Mrs Ruth Henley at Ridgeway,
Mrs Alison Sampson at College, Mr Richard
Brooke for the Sixth Form and Mrs Miranda
Whetton at Claires Court, we say a heartfelt
thank you for all of your efforts in bringing
news and events within Claires Court to our
attention through this, the Court Circular
and through the weekly bulletins.

Chrissie

We could and indeed must thank all the staff
who work within Claires Court to bring our
School alive each day. From the humble
tasks of running the breakfast clubs, to the

glory of coaching the 1st XI, well over 200
teachers and support staff do their bit to
make the good in us great. For two teachers
in 2006, the attraction of drawing their
retirement cheque prove too great; Mr Dick
Brown, Head of the Boys’ Year 11 and Mrs
Maggie Simons, College SENCO stepped
down after many years of distinguished
service. We thank you both for everything
you brought to our education over the years,
though we note with some amusement that
you are both actually back working in a part-
time capacity this term - very much perhaps
a case of having your cake and eating it!

Alasdair

We also record that 2 of our teaching staff,

Mrs Janice Barrett, Director of Studies and

my Chemistry teacher and Mrs Pascale Travis,
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Claire Chappell and Luke Knowles receive the Sword of Honour

Head of Girls’ French were nominated for
National Teaching awards in 2006 for their all
round efforts in School. No event seems to
happen without these two making a significant
contribution behind the scenes, and they
deserve this public accolade for their long
and distinguished contribution to education.

Chrissie

Now | have been looking further into these
National Teaching Awards, and it seems they
are as democratic an award as any. To start
the process, all you have to do is type into
Google, Teaching Awards, and the nomination
site for these prestigious awards opens up
there and then. Now come on every body,
let's see if in 2007 we can get a couple more
names into the awards pot. We can’t have
European and National champions in a myriad
of sports, or for that matter have these
scholars by the metre if it wasn't for the
outstanding contribution that so many of our
teachers, administrators or indeed chefs
make each day. Anyone can nominate, and the
more that take part the better, let's see if we
can get someone else up their in lights for
their work this year 2006.

Alasdair

It is the nature of school life that each year
we have to start over again; recognising
where we are, committing to a new set of
challenges and then getting on with the work
in hand. | too have a reading from the latest
edition of ‘Scribblings’, again by a Year 9
student, Anthony Lightfoot, entitled,

‘Start all over again’:

Esha

‘As the sun creeps over the horizon
It shines its beautiful rays

But when | can’t see you near me

| realise that | must change.

Your love used to strike me
Like an arrow in the heart
Now, my heartstrings have snapped

And | am left in the dark.

You have left me all alone

My conscience is going to die

You were in the air that | breathed
The blood in my veins has run dry.

I'm going to change my life

And hold my head up high

The connection of souls is broken
But it will not lead me to cry.

So now | know | must change
0O forget your selfish ways

I'm going to start all over again
To escape this rigorous maze.

To anyone who listens I'll say

That change can be a blessing

I've escaped from this blast,

I hope it will last,

My captured soul set free from the past.’

Chrissie

Poetry is often regarded as the highest art
form now, but its origins are as much in
public relations as they are in literature.

Libby Wilding in full flow as Joel listens on

In previous centuries, without the aid of radio,
television or the internet, it was through the
publication of poetry, at readings as well as in
the press that commentary on the state of the
nation was made. Couple the words with
music and the resulting stage productions
would tour the country, entertaining and
educating all at once.

Alasdair and | are leaving you now, but not
before we introduce Verity Wood singing
‘My Heart will go on’.

Esha

Ladies and Gentleman, please join with me
in thanking Alasdair and Chrissie for their
review of Academy and the Arts. Work of

quality takes many hours to create, and as
mentioned earlier, the internet has become
a vital tool in the researcher’s toolbox. Whilst
working on this link to the other Heads of
School presenting this evening, | came across
the Academy Awards Acceptance Speech
Generator - as you will realise ladies and
gentleman, Libby and Joel are not shrinking
violets, both leading thespians in the School
community, so | typed in the award - ‘Best
Complexion in a Documentary” and found
that they had won this Oscar! Please would
you welcome Libby and Joel to speak to us
this evening:

Libby - (who has been awarded an Oscar)
Thank you! Oh! Thank you! | can hardly
believe this! | feel so lucky! And this statue
- it's so shiny! Oh, thank you again! | just
want everyone to bow down before me and
accept that even in my wildest fits of self-
loathing, | never would have made daddy
promise that this could ever happen to me.
And to the other super-amazing nominees,
| 'want each of you to know how totally
vindicated your lacklustre applause makes
me feel right now!

You know when they first told me | wasn't
blonde enough, I just had to take a minute
and obsess about how generous my fans
have been. | guess it all just makes me feel
kinda special.
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Joel

You know, there are so many back-stabbing
talentless success stories to thank! First off
though, | want to pay off the corrupt judges
of the Academy, who looked deep within their
wallets for my cash before giving me this
fantastic award! Also, | want to thank my
scholastic agent, for being such a powerful
force in my contract negotiations. And to
Mom and Dad, who taught me to take life
by the day and as it comes, without a care
in the world - yeah right.

And finally, to all the personal assistants |
fired - | couldn’t have done it without you!
Thank you School, and good evening!

Libby

Some statistics for you

In 2005/6 the School attracted 384
registrations for entry into Claires Court.
We're really, really popular now and it shows!

Joel

As of today, we have a School record roll of
1025 students, from 3 to 18, and 115 in the
Sixth Form studying both the diamond hard
subjects of Arts, Humanities and Sciences
as well as the equally demanding but more
vocationally oriented disciplines such as
Psychlology, Physical Education and
Photography - and that’s just mentioning
the Ps!

Libby

In 2006, we again topped the tables for day
schools in the Royal Borough for academic
results. Bear in mind we share the Borough's
belief in welcoming all abilities into our
School, yet at Key Stage 3, 95 % or more

of our boys and girls gained the national
minimum target of Level 5 in English, Maths
and Science, at a time when the national
education system was apologising for missing
its much more modest targets to achieve
80%. The significant majority of our pupils

went a whole lot higher, reaching Level 6, 7
and in Maths 8 in significant numbers.

Joel

At GCSE, our pupils averaged over 8.3 higher
grades a head, 90% gaining 5 or more higher
grades, and very many gaining the minimum
standards for Sixth Form scholarship award,
that being 5 A grades or better.

Libby

The star performers are mentioned later on,
but | can’t help including a special mention
for the two Heads of School last Year, Andrew
Chappell and Charlotte Hudson, who gained
21 higher grade GCSE's between them -
Andrew’s haul included an amazing 8A* and
3 A grades and who lead the School to these
near-on record results. Almost, but not quite,
as good as those of our year, now at the top
of the School

Joel

Top performers were the female geographers
at GCSE, whose 6A*s out of the 8 candidates
was exceptional- don't forget those teaching
awards, boys and girls, mums and dads -
top department Geography with 53 out of 56
being graded C or better, but close on their
heels Sciences with 158 of 168 grades C or
better and 48 graded A or A*.

Libby

In a country that consistently bemoans its
failure to educate the scientists of tomorrow,
we are right to be proud of the outstanding
quality offered in science education for both
boys and girls here in Claires Court.

Joel

It is however in the applied Sciences that
we find our most consistent Academic
teacher, Dr Sara Berman. The new A Levels
commenced 5 years ago - now listen closely
guys and girls - in the subsequent 6 years, of
67 candidates, 31 have gained A and 22 B, that
is a staggering 79% getting the 2 top grades.

Libby

As the list of last year's A Level leavers and
their course destinations indicate, Claires
Court is doing its bit to populate the medical,
scientific and technological communities in
higher education and beyond.

Joel

In results terms, this year's performance
maintained the School's leap forward since
the introduction of the new style modular A
levels, as mentioned first examined in 2002.
In five years, we have graduated 223 students,
the vast majority as this year taking up the
opportunity to enter higher education.

59 candidates this year gained 100% pass
rate, 40+% at A and B grade, averaging 270
points a head, which in old money means
somewhere between BCC and BBC.

Libby

In addition, our Sixth Form offers work
qualifications as an additional part of the
course menu, providing leadership training
in sport as well as first aid and childcare
training for those who hope to work in holiday
clubs during their university vacations.

Joel

Ladies and gentleman, our Sixth Form is as
inclusive as the rest of our School. As every
other academic Sixth Form now closes its
doors to those who are not guaranteed
success stories - even in Maidenhead where
they espouse fully comprehensive education,
if you don’t get English or Maths GCSE first
time around, you are forbidden entry to A
level courses.

Libby

We hear in the press of the need for schools
and colleges to be more inclusive, to draw
from a wider audience and to encourage
diversity; isn't it odd that the Royal Borough's
leading day school for academic results at
secondary level (that's us folks] is the only one
that runs re-sit courses for the occasional
student who skips first time around.

Joel

And as Mr Nicholas Kennedy will know well,
boys and girls of his generation have really
made the most of the opportunities afforded
for them here at Claires Court, whether that
be at University, in the world of professional
sport or television or closer to home as with
the new professional teaching staff here at
Claires Court - his contemporaries Mr Nick
Butterfield and Mr Dan Gillespie.

Phew - those are the headlines people, what
of the personalities:

My name is Joel Henry Manville White;
many know me as Whitey.

I'm studying History, French, English and

Psychology, and hope to continue my studies
at Pembroke College, Oxford where | plan to

22
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read History and French. I've been heavily
involved in drama and sport, and last year
| made my most significant performance
yet — as the Queen of Hearts in the School
pantomime, where | enjoyed wearing lots of
make-up, jumping very high in a red skirt
and forgetting all my lines, except “Off with
his Head!”

Libby

My name is Libby Wilding and | have been
attending Claires Court Schools for 13
years. Obviously in that time, | have studied
everything, but have finally focussed my
talents (it says here) into English, History,
Psychology and Art. No small task,
particularly when your aunt has chased me
for coursework in ‘Votes for Women' 24/7.

Being one of four daughters and with 2
cousins, all of whom attended Claires Court,
and having watched the three older sisters
leave for Birmingham University, | have made
a conscious decision that Brum may not be
best - Exeter perhaps? but the boyfriend's
there; Bath? but the adopted cousin is there;
University of Wales? but half the Sixth Form
always head that way - maybe Harvard
perhaps Dad? - oh, perhaps not then.

The headlines given so far sum up the
business pages of the Court Circular - but
we have some red top stuff to celebrate too
- here’s the sports news:

We travelled far and wide last academic year;
by far the most dramatic journey was that of
our 1st and 2nd XV's on their rugby tour to
South Africa. It is an old cliché but true,
whilst we won 6 of the 8 games we played,
the real victor was sport itself. In particular
the experiences on safari north of Durban
and in the township of Langa outside Cape
Town were breathtaking and humbling in
equal measure.

Joel

Cultural trips were made to Seville in
Andalucia, to the Chateau de La Baudonniere
in Normandy, to Calais, and to the Aachen
Christmas market whilst the skiers returned
to Les Trois Vallees and the rowers training
to Hazelwinkel in Belgium. Other foreign
trips include, Historians to Flanders and
German linguists to Munich, and for younger
rugby players, successful tours to Cardiff
and Paris complete the picture, unless you
count across the water on the Isle of Wight
in which case Sailing get their oar in too!

Libby

The great success enjoyed by our first jumbo
girls” hockey tour, with Under 14, 15 and

16 teams travelling to Holland last autumn
included the Under 15 side winning the
British Schools competition, with the other 2
as runners-up. Particular mention must be
made of our own hockey international Miss Jo
Cox, who not only makes sure we host a local
hockey tournament in the Borough (and 4 of
our 5 A teams won their league last winter)
but adds that extra touch of inspiration as she
was crowned (with her team, Slough) as the
European Champions 2006.

Joel

Academic success in the classroom is made
more certain if we can take the classroom to
the subject - it might be unheard of in most
secondary schools, but this last year we
worked out and about in Ironbridge, Stratford,
Oxford, the many London Museums, Henley,
Lulworth Cove, Reading and Pangbourne for
geographical studies, Bristol for both Science
and the new Empire & Commonwealth
Museum, walking with Jack the Ripper,
theatre near and far including ‘Blood
Brothers” and visiting the Globe, as well

as visits to other faith centres of worship.

Libby

Other members of staff gaining sporting
glory include Mrs Vickie Sims, who won the
Scottish single sculls title and with her pairs
partner won at Womens' Henley, perhaps the
most prestigious event of its kind in the
national calendar! With Mr Henry Cremin
joining the rowing staff as Assistant Head,
Miss Mandie Parr was out with the Schools’
Boat Club through the winter heads and
through the summer regattas. Many
individuals gained pots, led well by Captain
of Boats, Josh Cremin, and the weekly
bulletin often carried mention of successes
including Harry Hyman, Robert McCormack,
the brothers van der Valk, Milly Clark, brother
& sister Rider and of course our leading
international sportsman of 2006, Phil Clapp.

Joel

The major regional and national sports of
athletics and swimming saw us sensibly
competitive, lots of regional medal winners
and some champions too - for the regional
competitions we ‘play’ for the School, and
for the nationals we help fill the London
West region. Likewise in the sports of rugby
and netball, we also took part in county
championships as well as the national knock
out competitions hosted by ISA. The boys
won the U14 and U16 national rugby titles
whilst the girls were losing finalists at U14
group (though gained a consolation in winning
the Berkshire county title), with the U16 and
U19 both winning national netball titles.

Libby
With so many outstanding sports men and
women in the School these days it is difficult
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Daniel Course and Nick discussing his A Level subject choices

to pick them all out. Welsh International
swimmer, Edward Howard was selected as
junior boys’ captain for the division 10
swimming group for the national league,
and an amazing family double for Kelly and
Lara Heywood, both selected to captain
Berkshire, and with Liz Tunley working at
regional and national talent development
level. Nick Kennedy will be pleased to hear
of the progress of many of our young rugby
players in the lower echelons of the London
Irish academy, perhaps not so pleased to
hear of others involvement with Wasps and
Harlequins! Perhaps pick of the players is
Luke Knowles, 1st XV captain and now colts
captain at Maidenhead, in its own right one
of the best 8 colts squads in the country.

[t will not be long before Bath pick up on him
when he commences his Sports Science
degree in the elite academy at Bath University,
joining up with another old boy coming off his
gap year down under, England schools
player, Adrian Griffiths.

Joel

Whatever the sport, Claires Court’s belief in
club/school partnerships is paying dividends,
both for our own sports provision but also in
terms of populating the adult teams around
us, for men and for women. When Marlow
Rugby Club play Maidenhead this coming
season (if such a fixture happens, given the
vagaries of cup and league commitments)
there is a very good chance that the Claires
Court old boys on the pitch could number a
whole XV on their own! Equally on the water at
Maidenhead and Marlow, the boat clubs are
enjoying our students in their own colours,
again perhaps found in almost all categories!

Libby

And for many of our senior pupils, we know
where this starts - way down in the prep
departments at College and Ridgeway. When
Ellie Rayer launched a rounders ball over
60m to set a new national record and win the

commitment and outstanding technical
competence ensures that Claires Court
sports men and women are accorded
educational opportunities second to none.

Libby

Ladies and Gentleman, they are legends in
the locker room, on the touchline, track
and poolside, please welcome Mr Alan
Sibley and Mrs Maggie Heywood forward to
receive our thanks both for their work and
that of their colleagues for the outstanding
achievements of our School in sport this
last year.

Mrs Heywood and Mr Sibley were each
presented with a bouquet of flowers.

Esha
Thank you Joel and Libby.

Mr Course chatted over with Nick Kennedy
his introduction to rugby at Claires Court
and (very tongue in cheek] questioned why
he took Biology rather than Maths at A
national Under 10 title this summer, it wasn't Level. It seemed the attractiveness of the
just the little guys giving the girl respect.
From the girls alone we had 11 regional
champions and 5 national champions.

teacher may have had some influence on
his decision!

Joel

For 2006/7 our sights are set on winning
further local, regional and national honours,
but if there is a first to really look forwards
to, it is the boys” Under 16’s cricket tour to
Barbados this coming autumn half-term.
At present captain James Hammerton is
recovering from a nasty finger break, so
our best wishes to him for a speedy recovery
and to tour managers, Alan Sibley and
Richard Milner-Smith. This group of
cricketers is the finest we have seen for many
a year, and they will have the experience of
a lifetime playing the cricket of their lives.

Libby and | have to introduce one final
presentation to make this evening, on behalf
of the school athletes to the two Heads of
Physical Education whose personal
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Music hits the high notes!

The Junior-Prep music results for College are within their Prize Giving Report.

Seniors fared equally as well:

Trinity Singing Exams:

Grade Two

Abigail Lovejoy

Katie Orr

Anna Ross Merit

Grade Three

Catriona Findlay Distinction

Alexandra Boyd-Waters Merit
Kelly Heywood Merit
Georgina Ristich Distinction
Kimberley Warner Merit
Verity Wood

Grade Five
Madeleine Reynolds
FCC

Elizabeth Fox
Katie Johnstone

The boys too shone with their music:

Matthew Becksmith Grade 2
Jordan Stockdale Jazz Piano Grade 2
Jordan Stockdale Grade 3
Billy Mallett Grade 4
Sam lvin Grade 2
Sam Cleaver Grade 7
Jeremy Moore Grade 5
Jeremy Moore Grade 6
James Love Grade 3

Woodwind
Dean Lewis
Max Mariscotti

Grade 4 Trumpet
Grade 4 Saxophone

Timothy Strzelecki Grade 2 Trumpet with merit

Associated Board instrumental exams:

Clarinet

Kimberley Bowyer Grade 2 with Merit
Alexandra Boyd-Waters Grade 2
Emma Morrison Grade 1

Violin

Elizabeth Fox

Grade 3

Cello
Katherine Gray
Sheila Perkins

Grade 3
Grade 1 with Merit

Flute
Grade 1

Gauri Sharma




What the Papers Say

GCSE and A Level Results received their local coverage with the stars gaining the prime spots they deserved. Three medical students
from one set of A Level students, has to be some kind of record!

Triumph over family tragedy

The arrival of exam results has bought with it many inspiring stories of high achieving
youngsters some of whome have battled against the odds to earn great grades

CLEAVER GIRLS: Sarah Baker and Rhiannon Ramsey with their results. S10714f06

Courtesy of the Maidenhead Express

Pupils make the
grade with GCSEs *

HAPPY DAY: Youngsters celebrate their exam marks. Ref:93834/3
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IT WAS neck and neck for bragging
rights between the boys and girls of
Claires Court Schools after a 100 per
cent pass rate for both campuses.

But it was the girls at Claires Court
School, The College who got a slight edge
with 31 per cent of pupils achieving As
and A*s. The boys in Ray Mill Road
East still managed an impressive 23 per
cent. Academic Principle James Wilding
said the results show a further
improvement on previous years.

He said: “The candidates’ results tell
their own story for each student. they
know how hard they have worked and
for some in the face of considerable
adversity, enduring close bereavement
within the family.”

Top girl was Rhiannon Ramsey
with two A*s and seven As with Sarah
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Baker, Lara Heywood and Paige Miles
also excelling.

Lizbeth Green, head of the girls’ site,
said: “Obviously we’re delighted. They
are a nice bunch of girls who have worked
really hard. Staff have worked very hard
t00 so it was a good all round effort.”

Mr Wilding praised top boy Philip
Clapp, 16, who achieved six A*s and two
As while still managing to compete in the
GB junior rowing team.

Philip said: “It’s just about time
management but you don’t have much
time to spare.”

Joshua Cremin, 16, achieved four A*s,
six As and an A grade at AS level, which
he put down to hard work.

His proud father Henry added: “He
really enjoyed the challenge of the work
and loves school life.”

One pupil overcame the sadness of a family tragedy to
achieve top marks in his GCSE exams.

Gregory Logelain, 16, a student at Claire’s Court School,
in Maidenhead, lost his brother Nicholas who died in a car
crash at Beaconsfield in January last year, but he still
managed to get seven As and one A* when results were
announced yesterday.

He got the grades despite losing study time while
mourning Nicholas and said “It was a bit of a setback, but
T just got past it, although I don’t think I am over it. I would
always wish him here today. It did stop my study a bit.
I worked my way back into school.”

The student from Penn achieved the A* in Geography
and As in English Literature, English Language, Maths,
Technology, Art and a double A in Science. He will stay at
the college for his A-levels to study Geography, Art,
Psychology and Chemistry, but did not know yet what he
wanted to do as a career, although he had considered
working in the jewellery trade.

“It was better than I expected. I was abolutely thrilled
with the results,” Gregory said.

Opverall, the Claires Court pupils achieved a 100% pass

rate at A to G, while 90% managed five or more grades at
A to C, a 5% increase on last year’s figure.
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Headteacher James Wilding said: “These are slightly
better performance figures than the last couple of years, but
last year we had more top performers as we had one with 11
A*s and one with 10 A*.”

Mr Wilding also praised another star boy, budding rower
Phil Clap, who managed six A*s and two As in addition to
his sporting endeavours.

Mr Wilding commented “He keeps it all going which is all
fantastic. It just goes to show that they are not just academics.”

Josh Cremin managed four A*s in Maths, Geography and
a double A* in Science, along with six As in Art, English
Language, English Literature, History, Spanish and Latin.

He will be staying at the college to study Maths, Biology,
Physics and Chemistry, but may drop one of these subjects
and take Psychology instead.

“I am pretty chuffed. I was trying to minimise the Bs and
get as many As as possible,” he said.

Top girls at the school included Rhiannon Ramsey from
Flackwell Heath who got two A*s, seven As and a B while
Sarah Baker, from Holmer Green, achieved four A%, two As

and four Bs. Lara Heywood, from Handycross was another
high flyer with three A*s four As and three Bs.
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What the Papers Say

‘A fantastic set of results from
a fully comprehensive intake’

Claires Court Schools

Students express delight as their work pays
off — especially one pupil who missed four
months off school through illness...

Staff at Claire’s Court School were
pleased with their students’ A-level
results headteacher James Wilding
noted that the pass rate was 100% and
said: “We are happy with the results.”

Star pupils included Claire Chappell,
who got three As in Geography,
Chemistry and Biology, Vandita Ralhan,
with three As in Biology, Chemistry and
Psychology and Khizar Khan-Mahmoud,
who got three As in Biology, Chemistry
and Art, with a B in Maths.

Vandita, who comes from Cippenham,
is going to study medicine at
Southampton Medical School in the
hope of following her sister Shvaita in
becoming a doctor.

Her success was all the more
remarkable given her circumstances,
as she explained: “l was really
surprised because | missed four
months off school from January to April
because if illness.”

of the Maidenhead Express

“I missed all the modules but the staff
were absolutely excellent. Some of
them called me up with one-to-one
help and when | came back they helped
me through with coaching all the time,”
the 18 year old said.

Cookham girl Claire, 18, is going to
Leicester University to study medicine,

she said: “l got As last year, but | don’t
like to expect anything. It is just a nice
reward to see that all the work you
have put in has paid off.”

AND RELAX: Claire’s Court pupils wave their results in the air. S

Khizar, 18, from Slough, was going
to Queen Mary’s Hospital in London
to study with the aim of becoming
a heart surgeon.

He said: “To be honest, | was actually
quite happy, especially with Maths, but
I did hope to get three As.”

TIME FOR A PARTY: Lauren Adams S70652F06
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Nick Kennedy's return to School for Speech

Day was covered by both the Maidenhead
Advertiser and the Slough Express:
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