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INTRODUCTION

YEAR 11
 

This booklet consists of a collection of curriculum statements, one for each of the subjects 
your son may study this coming academic year. Each curriculum statement outlines what will 
be  taught  in  each  term,  lesson  allocation  and  number  of  homeworks  per  week  for  that 
particular subject. It also indicates how your son’s progress will be assessed.
 
In September all  boys are given their homework timetable for the coming academic year. 
Each day your son should record any homework which has been set in his homework diary. 
Your  son’s  form  tutor  will  check  his  homework  diary  on  a  weekly  basis  and  use  it  to 
communicate any concerns regarding homework. We ask that parents also check their son’s 
homework diary on a weekly basis and use it as a means of communication with the form 
tutor regarding homework problems.
 
For most subjects, at least three times during the year we will be assessing Common Tasks 
(CT) – these are identical pieces of work for all students in a Year (Boys and Girls).  The last 
Common Task is  the summer examinations for  most  Year  groups,  but  the other two are 
shorter units of work.  Some consist of the end of unit tests within a subject text book, others 
require greater in-depth study and personal research.  Once a specific CT is completed, then 
the  department  concerned  will  moderate  the  work  produced  to  ensure  consistency  of 
marking and teacher response.  The raw mark for a CT will be converted into a percentage, 
and this will be used to rank order all pupils in the year.  In addition to identifying how well the 
whole year group is working, we will be able to identify those boys who are showing genuine 
scholarship potential, as well as those who may be finding the work too challenging.  Finally, 
the CTs provide an obvious mechanism for quality control within teaching sets, whilst one 
would expect to see streamed groups vary in performance, those setted as mixed ability or 
by interest should show a similar range of responses.
 

Trial examinations for GCSE will take place in 3 sessions this year, one in early December, 
one in late January and one in late March.  A full schedule of Trial examinations will be sent 
home under  separate  cover,  as  will  recommendations  for  Work  experience  once  GCSE 
examinations are complete in late June.  Block absence as such is not given to pupils during 
trial  examinations,  but  normally  commences at  the  end of  the  May to  coincide  with  the 
Summer half-term.  

If your son experiences any problems accessing the curriculum, please do not hesitate to 
contact his form tutor who will then pass on your concerns to the necessary member of staff.
 

John Rayer
Headmaster 



ENGLISH
And

ENGLISH LITERATURE

Edexcel  GCSE English and English Literature are designed to be taught  as a combined 
course.  Although  two  different  subjects,  a  strict  separation  of  the  subjects  would  be 
misleading. All pupils study English and most pupils English Literature as well. The course 
enables pupils to fulfil the core curriculum requirements for KS4, and takes an interesting, 
varied approach to course components and the teaching of communication skills. Foundation 
Tier candidates (Set 4 and some boys in Set 3) will not do Literature.

Pupils have five thirty-five minute lessons a week and two homeworks. Each set has at least 
one  double  period   a  week  to  allow  for  drama work  and  oral  activity.  Homework  tasks 
become more complex, and blocks of homework will be used for extended assignments and 
the writing of coursework. 

TEXT BOOKS :
 The Anthology (Edexcel publication)
 GCSE English for Edexcel Student’s Book
 Media in GCSE by Purple and O’Connor
 Macbeth by William Shakespeare
 York Notes : Macbeth
 A View From The Bridge by Arthur Miller
 York Notes : A View From The Bridge
 Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
 York Notes : Of Mice and Men

Autumn Term :
• Coursework : Pre-1914 Poetry [Literature]
• Of  Mice and Men [Literature]
• Media Study [English]
• Coursework : Speaking and Listening [English]
• Examination revision and preparation [English and English Literature]
• Mock Examinations [English and English Literature]

Lent Term :
• Media Study [English]
• Coursework : Speaking and Listening [English]
• Final compilation of Coursework Folders [English and English Literature]
• Revision [English and English Literature]

Summer Term :
• Final examination practice and revision with the focus on writing to time
• Terminal Examination

CONTACT: Mr OBJ Olivier  -  obo@clairescourt.com



MATHEMATICS
Set 1

During the year the pupils will complete the AQA GCSE Modular Syllabus Higher Level as 
well as the GCSE Statistics for Edexcel and take both examinations in the summer. They will 
continue to use the GCSE Maths for AQA Modular (B) textbook edited by Brian Speed, Keith 
Gordon and Kevin Evans together with the accompanying homework book. For GCSE 
Statistics they will continue using Key Maths GCSE Statistics textbook.

Autumn Term
Module 5 GCSE Statistics

Areas of Shapes and Volumes of Solids

Pythagoras Theorem and Trigonometry

Angles in Polygons including Circle 
Theorems

Transformations

Constructions and Loci

Similarity

Dimensional Analysis

Vectors

Comparative Pie charts 

Outlines

Scatter diagrams and correlation

Time Series

Seasonal Variation

Probability

Probability Distributions

Lent Term
Module 5 GCSE Statistics

Factorising, Algebraic Fractions

Simultaneous equations

Changing the subject of the formula

Multiplying out brackets

Solving quadratic equations by factorising, 
completing the square and quadratic formula

Harder Trigonometry

Harder Graphs

Inequalities and Regions in a Plane

Normal Distribution

Spearman’s Rank Correlation

Coefficient

Statistics Project

Binominal Distribution

Quality Assurance

Summer Term
General Revision and past paper practice

The pupils will sit Module 5 in June and this will form 55% of their final grade. They sat their 
Module 1 last November in Year 10 and this represents 18% of their grade, whereas Module 
3  taken last June in Year 10 forms 27% of their final grades. After being reviewed in detail 
the pupils will go on to complete their statistics project which will be worth 25% of their final 
GCSE Statistics grade.



In the event of emergency school closure, work will be set by the class teacher via the 
MyMaths website which can be found at www.mymaths.co.uk. Each pupil will be given log 
details for this site

Contact: Mrs J Myers - jum@clairescourt.com

Mathematics
Sets 2 and 3

During the year the pupils will complete the AQA GCSE Modular 
Syllabus Higher Level and take the GCSE examinations in the summer. 
They will continue using the GCSE Maths for AQA Modular (B) Higher 
Student Book by Brian Speed, Keith Gordon and Kevin Evans together 
with the accompanying homework book. 

In the event of emergency school closure, work will be set by the class teacher via the 
MyMaths website which can be found at www.mymaths.co.uk. Each pupil will be given log 
details for this site.

Autumn Term

 Module 5 

Areas of Shapes, and  Volumes of Solids

Pythagoras Theorem and Trigonometry

Angles in Polygons including Circle Theorems

Transformations

Constructions and Loci

Similarity

Dimensional Analysis

Vectors

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
mailto:jum@clairescourt.com
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/


Lent Term
                 

Module 5 
Factorising, Algebraic Fractions

Simultaneous equations

Changing the subject of the formula

Multiplying out brackets

Solving quadratic equations by factorising, completing the square and 
quadratic formula

Harder Trigonometry

Harder Graphs

Inequalities and Regions in a Plane

Summer Term

Module 5 

Revisiting previous topics

General revision and past paper practice

The pupils will sit Module 5 in June and this will form 55% of their final grade. They sat their 
Module 1 in November of Year 10 and this represents 18% of their grade whereas Module 3 
taken in June of Year 10 forms 27% of their final grades. 

Contact: Mrs J Myers - jum@clairescourt.com

Mathematics
Set 4

During the year the pupils will complete the AQA GCSE Modular 
Syllabus Foundation Level and take the GCSE examinations in the 
summer. They will continue using the GCSE Maths for AQA Modular 
(B) Foundation Book by Brian Speed, Keith Gordon and Kevin Evans 
together with the accompanying homework book.

mailto:jum@clairescourt.com


Autumn Term

Module 5
Perimeter and Area of Shapes

Dimensional Analysis

Symmetry

Angles and Bearings

Area and Circumference of Circles

Scales and Scale Drawings

Transformation Geometry

Constructions and Loci

Lent Term

                                                                     Module 5
Metric units and Imperial units of measurements

Surface areas and Volumes

Pythagoras Theorem

Basic Algebra

Equations and Inequalities

Conversion Graphs

Number Patterns

Standard Form using a calculator

Summer Term
Revision and past paper practise in preparation for the summer examinations.

The pupils will sit Module 5 in June and this will form 55% of their final grade. They sat their 
Module 1 in November of Year 10 and this represents 18% of their grade whereas Module 3 
taken in last June of Year 10 forms 27% of their final grades. 

The pupils entered for Foundation tier will have the opportunity to achieve up to grade C for 
their GCSE Mathematics qualification.

Contact Mrs J Myers - jum@clairescourt.com



SCIENCE

Introduction
The syllabus followed is that of AQA ( Assessment Qualifications Alliance)

The course followed is that laid down in the programme of study for Key Stage 4 of the 
National Curriculum.  Science is a compulsory subject for all pupils in Years 10 and 11 and to 
fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum, all three sciences must be studied up to the 
age of 16.  In order to achieve this all pupils study a balanced Science course and most are 
prepared for two awards from which they gain two separate GCSE passes.  Those pupils 
who find work in science difficult still follow a balanced science course which has a smaller 
content and they are entered for only a single award, gaining just one GCSE pass.

The AQA specification leads to a single award GCSE for Core Science A specifications in 
Year 10 and a second single award GCSE Additional Science in Year 11. The schemes of 
work based on this syllabus will provide a worthwhile educational experience to all boys of all 
abilities, whether or not they go on to study science beyond GCSE.

SPECIFICATION AIMS AND ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES
National Qualifications Framework criteria
The  specification  is  based  on  the  common  criteria  and  the  GCSE  criteria,  which  are 
prescribed by the regulatory authorities, including QCA, and are mandatory for all awarding 
bodies.  It is also derived from the prescribed subject criteria for science.

AIMS
This specification gives candidates opportunities to:

• Acquire knowledge, skills and understanding of how Science works in the world at 
large as well as in the laboratory .

• acquire a systematic body of scientific knowledge, and the skills needed to apply this 
in new and changing situations in a range of domestic, industrial and environmental 
contexts

• acquire an understanding of scientific ideas, how they develop, the factors which may 
affect their development and their power and limitations

• plan and carry out a range of investigations, considering and evaluating critically their 
own data and that obtained from other sources, and using ICT where appropriate

• evaluate in terms of their scientific knowledge and understanding, the benefits and 
drawbacks of scientific and technological developments, including those related to the 
environment, personal health and quality of life, and consider ethical issues

• select,  organise  and  present  information  clearly  and  logically,  using  appropriate 
scientific terms and conventions, and using ICT where appropriate.



ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES
This  specification  requires  that  all  candidates  demonstrate  the  following  assessment 
objectives in the context of the content and skills prescribed.  Within each of the assessment 
objectives the assessment must take account of candidates’ ability to communicate clearly 
and logically, using specialist vocabulary and conventions where appropriate.

A01 Knowledge and understanding of science and how science works
Candidates must be able to:

• Demonstrate  knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  scientific  facts,  concepts, 
techniques and terminology in the specification

• Show understanding of how scientific evidence is collected and its relationship with 
scientific explanations and theories

• Show understanding of how scientific  knowledge and ideas change over time and 
how these changes are validated

A02 Application of skills,  knowledge and understanding
Candidates must be able to:

• Apply  concepts,  develop  arguments  or  draw  conclusions  related  to  familiar  and 
unfamiliar situations

• Plan a scientific task, such as a practical procedure, testing an idea, answering a 
question or solving a problem

• Show understanding of  how decisions about  science and technology are made in 
different situations including contemporary situations and those raising ethical issues

• Evaluate  the  impact  of  scientific  developments  or  processes  on  individuals, 
communities or the environment.

A03 Practical, enquiry and data handling skills
Candidates must be able to:

• Carry out practical tasks safely and skilfully
• Evaluate the methods they use when collecting first hand and secondary data
• Analyse and interpret qualitative and quantitative data from different sources
• Consider the validity and reliability of data in presenting and justifying conclusions.

Weighting of assessment objectives

Assessment objective Weighting

A01 Knowledge and understanding
36%
(of  which  about  one third 
for recall)

A02 Application of skills, knowledge and understanding, 
44%
(evenly  distributed  across 
all  aspects  of  the 
objective)

A03 Practical, enquiry and data handling skills 20%



Year 10 CONTENT- Core Science A –Year 10 sets 1-3
The course is comprised of 6 modules, each module relating closely to one of the scientific 
disciplines and a practical and investigative skills assessment (ISA).

SUMMARY OF THE SPECIFICATION CONTENT

Module no.
Module title Topics

Science A
Biology 1a
Autumn/Lent 
term

Human Biology How do human bodies  respond to changes inside 
them and to their environment?
What can we do to keep our bodies healthy?
How do  we  use  /  abuse medical  and  recreational 
drugs?
What causes infectious diseases and how can our 
bodies defend themselves against them?

Biology 1b
Lent/Summer 
term

Evolution and 
Environment 

What determines where particular species live and 
how many of them there are?
Why are  individuals  of  the  same species  different 
from each other? What new methods do we have for 
producing plants and animals with the characteristics 
we prefer?
Why have some species of plants and animals died 
out?  How  do  new  species  of  plants  and  animals 
develop?
How do humans affect the environment?

Chemistry  1a 
Autumn/Lent 
term

Products from rocks How do rocks provide building materials?
How do rocks provide metals  and how metals  are 
used?
How do we get fuels from crude oil?

Chemistry 1b
Lent/Summer 
term

Oils, Earth and 
Atmosphere

How are polymers and ethanol made from oil?
How can plant oils be used?
What  are  the  changes  in  the  Earth  and  its 
atmosphere?

Physics 1a
Autumn term

Energy and 
Electricity

How is heat  (thermal energy) transferred and what 
factors affect the rate at which heat is transferred?
What is meant by the efficient use of energy?
Why are electrical devices so useful?
How should we generate the electricity we need?

Physics 1b
Lent/summer 
term

Radiation and the 
Universe

What are the uses and hazards of the waves that 
form the electromagnetic spectrum?
What are the uses and dangers of emissions from 
radioactive substances?
What do we know about the origins of the Universe 
and how it continues to change?

Science  2 
Centre 
assessed Unit

Investigative skills assignment
Practical skills assessment



Year 11 CONTENT Additional Science ( Sets 1-4)

The course is comprised of 3 modules, each module relating closely to one of the scientific 
disciplines and a practical and investigative skills assessment (PSA&ISA). Additional Science 
allows progression to post -16 Science courses.

SUMMARY OF THE SPECIFICATION CONTENT

Additional Science
Biology 2 What are animals and plants built from?

How  do  dissolved  substances  get  into  and  out  of 
cells?
How do plants obtain the food they need to live and 
grow?
What happens to energy and biomass at each stage 
in a food chain?
What  happens  to  the  waste  material  produced  by 
plants and animals?
What  are  enzymes  and  what  are   some  of  their 
functions?
How  do  our  bodies  keep  internal  conditions 
constant?
Which human characteristics show a simple pattern 
of inheritance?

Chemistry 2 How do sub- atomic particles help us to understand 
the structure of substances?
How do structures influence the properties and uses 
of substances?
How much can we make and how much do we need 
to use?
How can we control the rates of chemical reactions?
Do chemical reactions always release energy?
How can we use ions in solutions? 

Physics 2 How can we describe the way things move?
How do we make things speed up or slow down?
What happens to the movement energy when things 
speed up or slow down?
What is momentum?
What is static electricity, how can it be used and what 
is  the  connection  between  static  electricity  and 
electric currents?
What does the current through an electrical current 
depend on?
What  is  mains  electricity  and  how can  it  be  used 
safely?
Why do  we  need  to  know the  power  of  electrical 
appliances?
What happens to radioactive substances when they 
decay?
What are nuclear fission and nuclear fusion?



Science  2 
Centre 
assessed 
Unit

Investigative skills assignment
Practical skills assessment

Pupils who study Core Science and Additional Science will cover the National Curriculum, 
leading to two awards at GCSE, whilst those who study only Core Science will cover that part 
of the National Curriculum leading to a single award GCSE.  Where possible each module 
will be taught by a relevant subject specialist.  

SCHEMES OF ASSESSMENT
Year 10 Science A  sets 1-4

The scheme of assessment comprises seven units: Biology 1a and 1b, Chemistry 1a and 
1b,Physics 1a and 1b, and the Science 1 centre assessed unit.
Biology 1a
12.5% of marks

Multiple choice test 30 minutes/36 marks

Biology 1b
12.5% of marks

Multiple choice test 30 minutes/36 marks

Chemistry 1a
12.5% of marks

Multiple choice test 30 minutes/36 marks

Chemistry 1b
12.5% of marks

Multiple choice test 30 minutes/36 marks

Physics 1a
12.5% of marks

Multiple choice test 30 minutes/36 marks

Physics 1b
12.5% of marks

Multiple choice test 30 minutes/36 marks

Science  1  centre  assessed 
unit
25% of marks

Investigative skills 
assignment
Externally  set  and  internally 
assessed test.
Practical skills assessment

20 marks

14 marks
6 marks

SCHEMES OF ASSESSMENT
Year 11 Additional Science (sets 1-4)

The scheme of assessment comprises four units: Biology 2, Chemistry 2, Physics 2, and the 
Science 2 centre assessed unit.
Biology 2
25%of the marks

Written paper 45 minutes/45 marks

Chemistry 2
25%of the marks

Written paper 45 minutes/45 marks

Physics 2
25%of the marks

Written paper 45 minutes/45 marks

Science  2  Centre  assessed 
Unit
25% of the marks

Investigative  skills 
assignment
Externally  set  and  internally 
assessed test
Practical skills assessment

20 marks

14 marks
6 marks

Cashing in of GCSE awards will happen at the end of the pupils’ Year 11 academic year in 
order to give opportunity for re-sits.

Contact: Mrs R Selzer - rls@clairescourt.com

mailto:rls@clairescourt.com


FRENCH

Most pupils study French in line with Key Stage 4 of the National Curriculum.  The course is 
divided into modules, each of which lasts approximately half a term.  The course offers a 
lively, communicative approach, underpinned by clear grammatical progression.

Pupils will have the opportunity to visit Château de la Baudonnière, Normandy in October 
half term.

Course book: Expo Rouge 4 for those in set 1 and dual linguists
Pupils have 4 lessons per week and 2 pieces of homework lasting approximately 40 minutes.

Progress is monitored by use of homework assignments and end of module tests, testing all 
four skills: listening, reading, writing and speaking

Autumn term
Module 7: Talking about holiday venues

Talking about the weather
Making holiday plans
Describing a destination
Eating out
Talking about past holidays

Module 8: Talking about food and drink
Parts of the body and where it hurts
Talking about what is wrong with you
Talking about healthy lifestyle
Discussing addiction and other problems

Lent term
Module 9: Discussing world issues
 Talking about problems in your area

Describing the environment
Understanding news stories
Speaking and Writing assessment
Preparation for the Listening and Reading components of the GCSE 
exam 

Summer term
Continuation of preparation for the Listening and Reading components 
of the GCSE exam

Parental support: Parents can support their child’s learning by ensuring that homework is 
completed and regularly testing them on vocabulary and grammar.

Contact: Mrs M McKechnie - mjm@clairescourt.com



French Set 2

Most pupils study French in line with Key Stage 4 of the National Curriculum.  The course is 
divided into modules, each of which lasts approximately half a term. 
The course offers a lively, communicative approach, underpinned by clear grammatical 
progression.  Pupils will have the opportunity to visit Château de la Baudonnière, Normandy 
in October half term.

Course book: Expo Vert 4 for those in set 2
Pupils have 4 lessons per week and 2 pieces of homework lasting approximately 40 minutes.

Progress is monitored by use of homework assignments, the end of module tests.  testing all 
four skills: listening, reading, writing and speaking.

Autumn term
Module 7: Talking about the weather

Choosing and booking a hotel /youth hostel /camping site
Eating out
Talking about holidays
Saying what you would like using je voudrais

Module 8: Describing people
Describing someone’s qualities
Describing famous sports people
Saying what you and others are going to do

Lent term
Module 9: Talking about food and drink
 Parts of the body and saying where it hurts

Talking about healthy lifestyles
Talking about smoking and giving opinions

Module 10: Discussing world issues
Talking about problems in your area
Discussing the environment
Speaking and Writing assessment
Preparation for the Listening and Reading components of the GCSE 
exam 

Summer term
Continuation of preparation for the Listening and Reading components 
of the GCSE exam

Parental support: Parents can support their child’s learning by ensuring that homework is 
completed and regularly testing them on vocabulary and grammar.

Contact: Mrs M McKechnie - mjm@clairescourt.com

mailto:mjm@clairescourt.com


GERMAN

In Year 11 pupils who have chosen to study German to GCSE have 4 lessons per week and 
two homeworks of approximately 30 minutes each.

The language is taught through the four key skill areas of speaking, listening, reading and 
writing, using a highly communicative approach and following the text book Echo (AQA 
GCSE).

Pupil progress is monitored regularly through vocabulary tests, topic tests and class work 
and homework exercises. 

The GCSE examination consists of four papers, one in each of the four skills, which are 
examined between March and June.

Course Content:

Autumn Term

Free  time Talking about what you do in your free time, talking 
about what you did last weekend, talking about your 
sporting interests, talking about money, talking about 
shopping for clothes, talking about teenage fashions, 
talking about a sports event you have been to.

Revision Lifestyle, leisure, Home and Local Environment, Work 
and Education.

Lent Term Preparing for the speaking exam, past paper practice.

Summer Term Past paper practice.

Contact: Mrs Marion McKechnie – mjm@clairescourt.com



SPANISH

In Year 11 students study the AQA GCSE Spanish A Specification.  They have four lessons 
a week throughout the three terms and are taught through the four skill areas of Listening, 
Reading, Writing and Speaking using a lively and communicative approach.  The GCSE 
course consists of 4 papers, which are examined in March, May and June.

Module
Examination 

session
Duration of 

Examination
Listening June 40 minutes
Reading June 50 minutes

Coursework March N/A
Speaking May 10 – 12 

minutes

Students use the text book “Listos 3 Rojo”, vocabulary and speaking book “Malvern GCSE 
Guides” and Role play practice booklet “AQA Higher Role Plays” to support their learning. 
Regular use is also made of DVD, videos, tape players and worksheets to enhance learning. 
Students also have regular practice at Past Papers to ensure that they have the necessary 
skills to succeed at GCSE level. The Coursework component of the exam is completed by 
the end of March and the Oral exam is completed and submitted by early May.  They receive 
homework twice a week, which is marked on a weekly basis and given a letter or numerical 
grade.   Student’s progress is monitored regularly through vocabulary tests, past papers and 
end of unit tests, which are kept in student’s individual’s files.

Autumn Term
Me Presento Personal information, family descriptions, 

personality, house, town
En el Cole Subjects, time, school, daily routine
De Vacaciones Tourist information, ordering food, 

booking a table, holidays
En Ruta Travel information, buying tickets, 

accidents and breakdowns

Lent Term
Que te ha pasado illness, booking accommodation, lost 

property, complaints
En casa y el trabajo Chores, part time jobs, money, work 

experience
De Compras Shopping, buying food and clothes, 

complaining
De juerga Arranging to go out, buying tickets, 

making a date, preferences and opinions

Summer Term
Yo Personality, problems, environment
El futuro Career, jobs
Revision Past papers

Contact: Mrs M McKechnie – mjm@clairescourt.com



ART

The syllabus followed is - Edexcel GCSE Art & Design 
Endorsement Title Specification 

code
Unit 1 Unit 2

GCSE in Art & Design
GCSE in Art & Design - Fine Art
GCSE in Art & Design - Textile Design

2AD01 
2FA01 
2TE01 

5AD01
5FA01
5TE01

5AD02
5FA02
5TE02

• There are 4 lessons (2 double periods) on the timetable per week
• Students have 2 homeworks per week which should be of one hour duration each. 
• The GCSE course is presented in a way which places an emphasis on the processes 

and procedures by which work is produced with reference to the basis elements of art. 
(line, shape, form, texture, colour, pattern).

COURSE STRUCTURE

Component Weighting Requirements
Method of Assessment

Unit 
1
Unit 
2

Personal 
Portfolio
in Art & 
Design 
(Coursework)

60%

Must show evidence of 2 
years’ s study
Must show evidence of all 
assessment objectives
Must contain supporting 
studies and personal 
response

Internally set
Internally marked
Externally moderated

ESA Externally Set 
Assignment
(Examination) 40%

Must show evidence of all 
assessment objectives
Must include supporting 
studies and personal 
response.

Externally set
Internally marked and 
standardised
Externally moderated
10 hours timed 
examination

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES
A01 Develop their ideas through investigations informed by contextual and other 

sources, demonstrating analytical and cultural understanding.
A02 Refine their ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate recourses, 

media, materials, techniques and processes.
A03 Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to their intentions in visual 

and/ or other forms.
A04 Present a personal, informed and meaningful response demonstrating 

analytical and critical understanding, realising intentions and, where 
appropriate, making connections between visual, written, oral or other 
elements.

COURSE CONTENT
• In Year 11 the students continue to work in the same way as in year 10, with the 

emphasis on the processes and procedures by which work is produced with reference to 



the basis elements of art. (line, shape, form, texture, colour, pattern) and to artists and 
contexts. 

• The practical approach to Art History and art in context is supported by a Art Gallery visits 
as an essential element of the development of the pupils’ critical and analytical skills 
during this mock examination project.

• There are 4 lessons (2 double periods) on the timetable per week and students have 2 
homeworks per week. 

• The 4 Assessment Objectives of research, analysis, development, and realisation are 
addressed. 

• The ‘mock’ GCSE examination, carried out at the end of the Autumn term, takes the form 
of a project which the students work on from the beginning of the Autumn Term, 
producing preparatory work which then leads to the Final Piece.  

• This work will ultimately be marked as part of the Coursework component.
• ICT is used for coursework in school and at home where computers and appropriate 

software are available.  Pupils are able to use their word processing skills to produce 
written work, and the Internet can be used as a research tool to develop the current 
topics, in order to widen the students’ knowledge and understanding of the subject.  

Yr 11

Autumn Term
Unit 1 Coursework
Mock Examination 10 hour test

Lent term
Unit 1 and 2 Coursework completion
ESA – Preparatory Supporting 
Studies

Summer term ESA Externally Set Assignment
10 hr Timed Test

Autumn Term – Unit 1 (Coursework continued)
• Continuation of COURSEWORK, Unit 1, in the form of a Thematic Project which forms 

the GCSE Mock Examination. This is based on a past  GCSE examination paper.
• 8 week preparatory period followed by 10 hour mock examination.
• This work is marked in accordance with the GCSE assessment criteria and will form the 

basis of the students’ end of term grade. 
• This work will ultimately be classified as Coursework.

Lent Term – Units 1 and 2 (Coursework completion) and ESA (Externally Set 
Assignment)
• Completion of all coursework – Units 1 and 2 (weeks 1-2)
• Mounting and selection of all coursework to be submitted for assessment.
• Distribution of GCSE Examination papers – 8 school weeks prior to sitting examination
• Commencement and completion of examination preparatory studies (8 weeks)
• Visit to Tate Modern to inform and inspire examination preparatory work.

Summer term – ESA
• Completion of Preparatory Supporting Studies for ESA
• 10 hour externally set examination (over 2 x 5hr sessions)

EXTERNALLY SET ASSIGNMENT
• This forms 40% of the syllabus and will take place during the second half of the Lent term
• The Externally set assignment takes the form of an 8 week preparatory study period 

whereby the students, on receiving their examination paper, research, analyse and 
develop their work towards the 10 hour test where they produce a ‘Final Piece’.  

• As with the coursework projects, the examination paper is thematically based.  



ASSESSMENT of Coursework and Externally Set Assignment
Throughout the second year the pupils’ coursework will be monitored and assessed 
continuously. 
The following Assessment Criteria continue to be assessed: 
Research, Analysis, Development, Realisation
This is in accordance with GCSE criteria.  

• After all Coursework and the Externally Set Assignment are completed, then Internal 
Assessment takes place in accordance with the GCSE assessment criteria.

• At a mutually agreeable time, an External Edexcel Moderator will visit to moderate 
the centre’s Internal assessment.

Contact:  Mrs J Price - jcp@clairescourt.com



BUSINESS STUDIES

This year is a continuation of the work started in Year 10, and students will be following 
the Business Studies syllabus offered by the AQA Examination Board.

By this time students have gained a basic understanding of the business world around 
them and have started to use business terminology in their everyday speech. The key to 
this subject is improving the student’s understanding of business theory and its 
application as an aid to remembering key facts and issues. Students who gain this 
understanding of the application of business theory tend to fare well in the formal 
examinations as well as the various class projects. 

Students will by now have taken their first module, Unit 1, and will have received their results 
in September 2010.  

Autumn Term

The two double period lessons each week are divided into two areas, the first is where  they 
continue to be exposed to business theory with a view to completing the work for Unit 2 by 
the end of the Easter Term, and the second which concentrates on completing their 
Controlled Assessment.  The Controlled Assessment will take approximately 10 weeks to 
complete in the Autumn Term, and students will also be extending their knowledge of 
businesses for Unit 2.

Unit 2 : Growing as a Business

Key topics studied include the study of the management processes within each business 
function:

• The Business Organisation
• Marketing Management, building on the initial work covered in Year 10
• Finance Management including Profit & Loss Accounts and Balance Sheets.
• People Management
• Operations Management

There will be a Mock Examination in the November of Year 11 as well as in March 2011. 
This will give students some valuable experience in attempting examinations in controlled 
conditions.

Unit 3 : Investigating Businesses Controlled Assessment

AQA will provide pre-released material which the student needs to research and investigate 
before writing up a final report under examination conditions.  The students will have a 
limited time allocation of 5 hours for their research and 3 hours for their final write-up.

Homework is usually of a practical investigative nature. It is designed to improve their 
knowledge and understanding of the business world around them. A one hour test is written 
every half term which provides an attainment grade for the half term grade card. The results 
are published in the form of a league table each half term, combining both the boys and girls 
results. Our experience is that students eagerly await the publication of these tables to see if 
their position has improved.



In addition to working on the coursework project, students will continue to be exposed to a 
variety of business games that are designed to improve their communication skills, while at 
the same time building their ability to identify key facts in a business situation quickly and 
efficiently.  They will continue to participate in ‘Project Bloggo’, a group business game that 
requires them to review one or more aspects of a new product and plan its implementation. 
‘Project Bloggo’ enables students to hone their business knowledge and skills for use in their 
coursework project.  

The emphasis both in class work and homework is on the ability to read case studies and to 
identify the key points in the success (or failure) of particular companies or brands.  Since all 
Business Studies examinations are case study based, the continuing development of this 
ability is vital. Once the coursework project has been completed, the second session each 
week will concentrate on examination preparation and developing the student’s skill at facing 
any business problem and suggesting relevant solutions.

Homework continues to be of a practical investigative nature, designed to improve the 
student’s knowledge and understanding of the business world around them. A one hour test 
continues to be written every half term which provides an attainment grade for the half term 
grade card. The results of the test are published in the form of a league table each half term. 
Our experience is that students eagerly await the publication of these tables to see if their 
position has improved.

There are two main additional activities run by the department at GCSE level

• Proshare: A national schools competition in which we enter several teams and have 
reached the national quarter finals for the past two years.  Teams are given an 
imaginary £100,000 to invest on the stock market on a day-to-day basis, with the best 
performers going on to regional and national finals. The first prize is a trip to New 
York for the winning team nationally.

• Business Games: A variety of internet based business games which test the 
students’ ability to assess and organise business data in a fun way. An example is a 
farm which can grow a variety of crops and students operate the farm over 
successive periods to see how much profit they can make. Similar games are added 
from time to time.

Contact Mr M Miller - mim@clairescourt.com. 



Business and Communications Systems

     

This two-year course is offered by AQA syllabus 4134.  There will be no tiered entry for this 
exam.  

By now students have been introduced to various aspects of the world of business and have 
been encouraged them to consider the impact of:

• the business environment
• the workplace organisation
• human resources management
• effective communication on the running of businesses

The rapid advances in the use of ICT have given business access to a wealth of information, 
enabled more efficient communication and reduced the time and effort required for many 
administrative tasks.

Pupils will be encouraged to reflect on these benefits, as well as issues such as the need for 
safe use of ICT equipment and the importance of the security of data.

Students will build upon the skills acquired in Year 10, in a wide range of computer 
applications in business contexts.  They will be given the opportunity to demonstrate their 
skills in using information and communication systems to carry out tasks and solve problems 
under examination conditions.

This course of study will be of immense practical use and personal value in building a 
foundation of knowledge, understanding and skills, which could form the basis for further 
study and assist in future employment.

Pupils will have taken their Unit 8 module in the June of Year 10 and will have received their 
results in September 2010.  

The course consists of:

Section Assessed by Marks
Unit 8 Section 3.8
ICT Systems in Business

Written Paper
1 hour

60 marks/40%

Unit 9 Section 3.9
ICT in Business

Computer Based 
Examination
1 hour 30 mins

60 marks/35%

Unit 10
Investigating ICT in Business

Controlled 
Assessment

40 marks/25%



Autumn Term

Pupils will be undertaking their Controlled Assessment work this term.  

This unit will assess the subject content in Unit 9, Using ICT in Business.  The work must be 
each candidate’s own individual response, produced under controlled conditions.

The Controlled Assessment is an assignment set by the examination board, and completed 
by the pupils in a given amount of time.  Pupils will be allocated time for research 
(approximately 5 hours) and for final production of their assessment a further 3 hours.  All 
work will be completed in the classroom and all work produced by pupils will be stored in a 
secure environment between timed sessions.

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS IN THE BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT

Students should be able to demonstrate knowledge, understanding and skill in relation to the 
use of a computer in the business environment, using their judgement to assess the 
effectiveness of their output.

Students will select and use appropriate business software to suit the tasks required from the 
following:

File Management
Word processing
Spreadsheets
Charts
Databases
Graphics and Clipart
Composition (of letters, memos or notices from other information sources)

Lent Term

Pupils will be working on improving their practical skills this term in preparation for their Unit 
9.  This Unit involves a 1 ½ hours practical examination.

There will be a Mock Examination in March to give pupils experience of coping with a 1 ½ 
hour practical exam.  

TEACHING METHOD

Teaching will be divided between delivery of theory content, using text book and other 
resources, and development of practical skills using a wide variety of exercises. 

A mock examination will be undertaken in Year 11 and ample time will be given for timed 
practical tasks during the course.



Online teaching resources available to use are for which individual usernames passwords 
will be issued:

www.teach-ict.com

www.iw-chameleon.com

www.yacapaca.co.uk

www.kerboodle.com

For further information contact:
AQA website – www.aqa.org.uk

Mrs Carr – puc@clairescourt.com

Mr Miller – mim@clairescourt.com

Mrs Woodhead – sjw@clairescourt.com

mailto:sjw@clairescourt.com
mailto:mim@clairescourt.com
mailto:puc@clairescourt.com
http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.kerboodle.com/
http://www.yacapaca.co.uk/
http://www.iw-chameleon.com/
http://www.teach-ict.com/


YEAR 11 DESIGN TECHNOLOGY - Resistant Material Technology

The students started their preparatory work for their final Coursework Project in the second 
half of the Summer term of year 10. They should have completed a reasonable level of work 
prior to the summer holidays and were expected to do further work during the holidays.

AUTUMN TERM

Approximately 40 hours are allocated to coursework during the Autumn and Lent terms. An 
extra one hour a week (GCSE after school activity) will be offered to the students for the 
duration of the course. Students will spend all term working on their Design Folders and 
Practical Work during normal lesson time. Two months before the Mock Examinations, the 
students will be given their Examination Research Topic and Revision Programme. At least 
two double sessions will be spent on class revision for the examination. Students are 
expected to carry out their own revision in their own time and to prepare for class revision. 
A Mock Examination will take place in November/December.

LENT TERM

Students continue with their work on the final coursework project until mid March at the very 
latest, when the course finishes. Final Internal Assessment of the Design Folder and 
Practical Work will take place soon after the completion of Coursework. Examination entry 
level will be finalised by mid February. The Final Examination Research Topic will be handed 
out to students early in March with specific guidelines on how to research and prepare for the 
final examination which will take place in the summer. 

SUMMER TERM

Students should have finished off all their folder and practical work  in the Lent Term before 
the Easter holidays. The Summer Term will be spent revising for the Written Paper (45601).A 
programme of revision will be put in place for the students to follow. The remaining formal 
lessons will be devoted to revision until the students start study just before the summer half 
term.

The final external examination moderation will take place early in the summer term.

GCSE specification for Year 11
 

Unit 1: Written Paper (45601)



2 hours – 120marks – 40% 
Candidates answer all questions in two sections 
Pre- Release material issued in March 2011

Plus

Unit 2: Design and Making Practice (45602)
Approximately 45 hours – 90 marks – 60%
Consists of a single design and make activity selected from a range of board set tasks.

Methods of Assessment:
Internal Standardisation of marks.
Annotation of Controlled Assessment
Centre’ internally assess and standardise work.

Moderation Procedure:
Marks are submitted to the Board with Sample Work for ‘External Moderation’
Design and Technology is a practical subject area which requires the application of 
knowledge and understanding when developing ideas, planning, producing products and 
evaluating them.
The distinction between Designing and Making is a convenient one to make, but in practice 
the two often merge. For example, research can involve not only investigating printed matter 
and people’s opinions, but also investigating e.g. proportions, adhesives, colour, structures 
and materials through practical work.

Contact:  Mr M Lewis – mal@clairescourt.com



DRAMA

The syllabus followed is that of AQA and its content is:

Unit 1: Drama Written Paper (with relative weighting of 40%)
The course comprises three sections:

A – Practical work completed during the course
B – Study and performance of a scripted play
C – Study of a live theatre production seen 

Unit 2: Practical Work (with relative weighting of 60%)
Candidates are required to study two controlled assessment options from the following list as 
appropriate:

1. Devised Thematic Work 
2. Acting 
3. Improvisation 
4. Theatre in Education 
5. Physical Theatre 
6. Set Design 
7. Costume 
8. Make-up 
9. Properties
10. Masks
11. Puppets
12. Lighting
13. Sound
14. Stage Management

Candidates may choose two performance options, for example Acting and Devised Thematic 
Work.
Candidates are required to develop the ability to use improvisation skills in a range of drama 
contexts.

Autumn Term
• Recording of one of the two controlled assessment options.
• Reading the script of the seen play. Learning and performing scenes from the play as 

a scripted performance. 
• Sets and scenery.  Acting skills.  Voice. Learning how to evaluate and assess a 

theatre production. Spontaneous improvisation. 
• Visit to theatre to see live performance.  Writing notes on the play seen.  
• Rehearsals on scripted performance.



Lent Term
• Reading Blue Remembered Hills Learning and performing scenes from the play as a 

scripted performance.  
• Movement.  Voice. Rehearsal techniques.  Further work on the seen production. 

Genre. Technical aspects of theatre.  Work on Drama past papers.
• Rehearsals on scripted performance.

Summer Term
• Creating improvisation/devising.  Mime skills.  Body language and gesture.  
• Continue work on set play. 
• Technical aspects of theatre.  

Homework
Homework will be given once per week, and on average should take 30-45 minutes.
Sometimes this may take the form of learning lines or reading a script.  It may be that 
the students are asked to watch a particular programme or video.  
There will be writing tasks on the set play, seen productions, design (design students) and 
script writing. Writing tasks sometimes require Internet research.

Assessment is carried out according to the AQA criteria for GCSE Drama. 

Contact: Mrs M Olivier  - mco@clairescourt.com



GEOGRAPHY

The GCSE examination involves three written papers and one piece of Controlled 
Assessment.  The subject is taught in mixed ability sets but there are two tiers for 
examination – foundation and higher.  The tier in which you work will be determined by your 
performance during the year.

 Unit 1 Geographical Skills and Challenges
25%
1 hour external assessment 

 Unit 2 The Natural Environment
25%
1 hour external assessment 

 Unit 3  The Human Environment 
25%
1 hour external assessment 

 Unit 4 Investigating Geography
25%
Internal assessment under controlled conditions. Data collection will take have taken 
place in Year 10.  A set of structured deadlines for various chapters of the 
coursework will be issued.  .

Term Year 11

Autumn

Unit 4: Investigating Geography
Analysis, Conclusion and Evaluation 
completed under controlled conditions.

Unit 3: The Human Environment
Section A 
Topic 1: Settlement Change

Lent
Unit 3: The Human Environment
Section B
Topic 5: A moving world
Unit 1 – Geographical skills
Unit 2 – Challenges for the planet

Summer

Revision

Final Examination

Text Books/Resources
This course text is called ‘Tomorrows Geography’ and has been specifically designed for this 
GCSE course. It is complemented with a Revision Guide which will be issued in Year 11



You will have one exercise book.

Homework
Homework will be set twice a week and will involve an assessed task and a note 
taking/revision task.

Students are encouraged to read newspapers and news websites to find articles related to 
current topics.  At the end of each unit there will be a test.  You should be up to date with 
revision cards/workbooks by the time this test is taken and you must prepare for it seriously. 
Test exam results will indicate to teachers which tier you will be entered for in the final 
examination.

Fieldtrips

• 1 Day trip to Reading in January 2011

Contact: Mrs N Jones – nej@clairescourt.com



HISTORY

General outline:
Exam Board: EDEXCEL
History A The Making of the Modern World.
The new specification enables schools to adopt a modular approach.  Over the two years of 
GCSE,  there are  4 equal  modules,  each worth  25% of  the final  marks.  Students take  2 
modules each year.
Students  took  the  Unit  3  exam  at  the  end  of  Yr  10,  and  have  ‘banked’  their  result  to 
contribute to the remaining assessments at the end of Yr 11.
The Controlled Assessment was completed during Year 10, and the result will be submitted 
to Edexcel in Year 11.

So: what’s left to do in Year 11?
In Year 11, all students will:

• Complete the syllabus as required for the two remaining terminal papers in units 1 
and 2.

• Prepare for the final examinations.

Practicalities:
• 2 double lessons per week are taught.
• A  homework  is  set  after  EACH  of  these  lessons.  This  will  usually  be  a  written 

exercise, such as a practice exam question.
• Full use is made of BBC and Channel 4 schools and documentary video material to 

enhance the delivery of the information in all topics.

Autumn Term:
Unit 2 Depth Study: Option 2A Germany 1918-39.

• The Weimar Republic 1918-33
• Hitler and the Rise of the Nazi Party 1918-33
• The Nazi Dictatorship 1933-39
• Nazi Domestic policies 1933-39

We have organised for the students to attend a Study Day at the Imperial War Museum on 
life in Nazi Germany. This will take place on 11 October (cost approx. £13). While there, 
there will also be an opportunity to do some preliminary work on their remaining topic, the 
Cold War.

Textbook: Germany 1918-39 by John Child (£9.99)

Lent Term:
Unit 1 Peace and War: International Relations
We are intending to study:
Section 4 How did the Cold War develop? 1943-56
Section 5 Three Cold War Crises: Berlin, Cuba and Czechoslovakia c. 1957-69
Section 6 Why did the Cold War end? The invasion of Afghanistan (1979) to the collapse of 
the Soviet Union (1991).

Textbook: Peace and War: International Relations 1900-91 by Robin Bunce, Laura 
Gallagher and Nigel Kelly (£9.99)



Summer Term:
Students will be taken through a revision programme in order to prepare for the two final 
papers in June. They will be given advice on exam techniques and they will have practice 
tests so that they will become familiar with the different types of exam question on both 
papers.

In addition, some students may wish to re-sit their Unit 3 exam if necessary.

Textbook: History A: The Making of the Modern World Units 1-3 (Revision book) by John 
Child, Jane Shuter and Paul Shuter (£5.60)

Additionally, students will have subscriptions to Hindsight magazine. These are published 3 
times during the school year. They contain useful and interesting articles specifically written 
for GCSE History students, and exam advice (approx. £7 each).

Methodology:
Marking and assessment:   Written homework is marked each week; marks out of 10 are 
given.  Tests may be set at the end of a topic.  Each of the term grades are aggregated from 
the homework and test marks.  Students’ attainment is monitored within the Department and 
compared with their MidYis and Insight scores in order to highlight underperformance.

How parents can help  By ensuring that homework (set twice a week) is done promptly 
when it is set. By discussing current events with their children, so that the student can see 
the relevance  of  the  topics  studied,  and can  make links  between  past  and present.  By 
encouraging students to watch relevant films and documentaries. By encouraging students to 
read about the topics studied, especially in Hindsight magazine.
 

Contact: Mrs Jenny Wilding - jaw@clairescourt.com



MUSIC

(Based on the AQA GCSE for MUSIC: Syllabus 4272)

The students will work from a course book AQA MUSIC GCSE by Nelson Thornes 

Autumn Term
Continue with the composition for Unit 4, based on a style of the candidates choosing started 
in Year 10. Performance work will be finalised and recorded when ready. Listening work will 
continue throughout the term. A Listening Exam lasting 1 hour will be ‘sat’ as a mock.

Lent Term
The Composition topic for Unit 2 will be completed. This is based on one of the three strands 
and announced by the Board annually. Recording of performances will continue as well as 
listening work. All coursework should be completed by Easter.

Summer Term
Final preparation for the Listening Paper.

ASSESSMENT
Unit 1 An exam lasting 1 hour based on all five of the Areas of Study will be sat. 
Unit 2 Candidates are required to compose one piece of music and must choose two

or more of the five Areas of Study. There must be a link to one of the three
Strands,  which will be announced annually by AQA. They will also complete 
an appraisal of their work.

Unit 3 One solo performance and one group performance is recorded
Unit 4 Candidates are required to compose one piece of music which explores two

or more of the five Areas of Study. This may be in any style or genre of the
candidate’s choosing.

Both compositions are carried out under ‘informal’ supervised conditions IN school

HOMEWORK
The pupils will be expected to continue with composition work at home throughout the year, 
as well as preparing solo and group performances.  Listening tasks will also be set together 
with learning general musical terminology.

PARENTAL SUPPORT:  Please help your son to meet homework deadlines particularly with 
composition tasks.  We expect that ALL pupils who take Music will have instrumental 
lessons either in school or outside.

Contact: Mr A Roach - anr@clairescourt.com



PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Year 11 Physical Education is a continuation of the two-year course started in Year 10. The 
course is still divided into the two major components, the PRACTICAL component worth 60% 
of the final mark and the THEORY, worth 40%. The year is divided up into the completion of 
a major piece of coursework, namely ‘analysis of performance’, a structured revision 
programme and a final “top-and-tailing” of practical choices and specialisation.

Two double-lessons of 70 minutes are allocated, one to practical sessions and one to theory.

PRACTICAL
AUTUMN TERM :-
Analysis of Performance
Each pupil bases this major piece of coursework on one of their four practical sports as 
follows:

• Knowledge, understanding and application of rules, regulations and terminology.
• Observation and analysis of performance using a variety of recognised 

techniques. 
• Evaluation of performance in terms of strengths and areas for improvement. 

Analysis of performance takes place using the perfect technical model.
• Planning of strategies, tactics and practices to improve performance.
• Planning of a Personal Exercise Programme (PEP). This programme will allow 

them to demonstrate improvement in their personal fitness over a 6 week period, 
taking their performance in their chosen sport to a higher level.

SPRING TERM :-
Completion of ‘Analysis of Performance’ coursework. We also use the spring term for pupils 
to complete their practical assessment in their best four sports. This may include 
reassessment of pupils in sports in which they may have only been assessed during Year 10.

SUMMER TERM :-
Practical moderation usually takes place in the first week of the summer term. After this we 
use the practical periods to assist in final revision for the theory paper.

THEORY
The weekly theory session involves completion of remaining topics plus revision of the topics 
covered in Year 10. This will include constant practise at answering exam style questions 
and improvement of exam technique.  

AUTUMN TERM :-
• Topic 1.1.4 – Target zone and training thresholds (pp 61-63).
• Topic 1.2.1 – Variables affecting optimum weight; obesity; somatotypes (pp 70-

73).
• Topic 1.2.1 – The effects of smoking and alcohol on health and performance; 

performance enhancing drugs (pp 74-77). 
• Topic 1.2.1- Risks associated with physical activity and how to reduce these risks; 

why we need rules; clothing and equipment; balanced competition; judging risks 
in sporting activity (pp 79-86).

http://www.wsd1.org/PC_PhysEd/SL00788_2.gif
http://www.wsd1.org/PC_PhysEd/SL00788_2.gif


• Topic 1.1.5 – The links between exercise, diet, work and risk; a balanced diet; 
food groups; timing of dietary intake (pp 64-68).

• Revision of topics leading up to mock exam in December. Practise of exam style 
questions and improvement of exam technique.

• Mock exam and feedback on performance.

SPRING TERM :-
• Introduction and explanation of PEP coursework – carrying out a PEP; carrying 

out a PAR-Q questionnaire.
• Recap key aspects that need to be included in a PEP: skill related fitness, warm 

up, cool down, methods of training and fitness testing.
• Initial testing for PEP (practical session)
• Introduction and key points for consideration in coursework.
• Complete preparation of PEP.
• Undertake PEP.
• Evaluate PEP.

Work on the PEP will take place in both practical and theory lessons for the duration of the 
coursework.

SUMMER TERM :-
• Preparation for written exam; includes final revision, further work on improving 

exam technique and past paper practise.

HOMEWORK
Homework will be set after each theory lesson throughout the GCSE course. It will be vital 
that every homework is completed to a very high standard as it will have a direct effect on 
learning and understanding of the GCSE course. Types of homework will include, making 
notes on work covered during lessons, revision for tests and the mock exam, coursework i.e. 
work on the Personal Exercise Programme (PEP), which is part of their final assessment and 
therefore part of the final GCSE mark, and revision cards.

Homework will be set on occasions after practical lessons. This usually relates to each 
pupil’s individual analysis sport and will require them to spend time analysing others in their 
main sport according to the framework established during lessons. Each pupil will be guided 
through the process.

Contact: Mr M Turner - jmt@clairescourt.com

mailto:jmt@clairescourt.com


RELIGIOUS STUDIES

The Year 11 course continues the AQA board specification from Year 10.
The module is Religion and Citizenship.

The topics we will be studying in Year 11:

Religion and relationships
This topic examines human sexuality and sexual relationships, and the purpose and 
character of marriage; good parenting and divorce.

Religion, sport and leisure
This topic examines religious attitudes towards the purpose, use and importance of sport and 
leisure. It looks at morality in sport, the devotion of fans and at the pay of superstars.

Religion and work
This topic links with work experience, business and enterprise, and explores religious 
attitudes to the purpose and importance of work.

Religion and the multicultural society
This topic explores the advantages and disadvantages of living in a multicultural society and 
considers the concepts of tolerance, respect and diversity.

Religion and identity
This topic considers what it means to be human, the physical and spiritual dimensions of life 
and questions concerning image, views of ‘self’ and self-worth.

Religion and human rights
This topic looks at religious attitudes towards the law and human rights and the impact of 
religion on the rights and responsibilities of the individual as a citizen.

This module will be examined externally in the Summer term of 2011.

We have two double lessons each week (2 X 70 minutes). There are also two homework 
sessions where assignments will range from writing answers to questions or reading or 
research and also planning oral presentations.

Contact: Mrs Ann Pitts – acp@clairescourt.com



PSHCE YEAR 11

All  pupils  in  Year  10  and  11  study  PSHCE  (Personal,  social,  health  and  citizenship 
education) for approximately 35 minutes a week, during their Form periods. They are taught 
by their Form Tutors with specialist input, including outside speakers when necessary.
The units covered each term are listed below, but they are not necessarily taught in that 
order, to allow staff to tackle specific issues as they arise or are concerns for certain year 
groups. 

YOUR  FUTURE  Rights,  relationships  and  responsibilities  -  John  Foster  and  Diane 
Craven
Films, leaflets, posters etc are used to support the discussions.   

Autumn Term
Expectations 
document

Discuss contract and expectations. 
 

Analysis of careers 
profile

Analysing personal COA profiles
Thinking about careers. Applying for a job. Preparing a CV.   

Recording your 
achievements

Reviewing  your  progress  and  development.  Writing  a  personal 
statement. Work experience

Christmas Hampers and charity
Target setting Setting targets following the first set of mock examinations.

Lent Term 
Interviewing 
techniques

Preparing for interviews. Mock interviews.

Choosing your future 
options

What are the options? Considering your options.
 

Charity Week 3 for 3
Target review Following second set of Mock examinations. 

Summer Term
Examination 
preparation

Planning a revision timetable.  Finding out about your examinations. 
Ways to revise. Coping with the public examinations. 

Work experience Looking at the Work Experience booklet – How to use it.
Thank you letter following placement.

Contact: Mr J Spanswick – jms@clairescourt.com
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