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Introduction
This brochure sets out to explain why we need you to support 
our proposals to secure our future by outlining what the 
current situation is at Claires Court; our proposals; and the 
extensive benefits these will deliver to the Royal Borough  
of Windsor and Maidenhead.

Claires Court is an independent day school in Maidenhead 
educating approximately 1,100 boys and girls.

As well as providing high quality education to our pupils, 
Claires Court brings a wide range of benefits to the 
communities of both Maidenhead and Windsor, as shown below:
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A brief history of Claires Court 

“ We have built a remarkable day school, covering all  
of the years of education from 3 to 18, which embraces  
a broad ability range within which our pupils are able  
to grow in so many different ways.”

   Hugh and James Wilding, Principals of Claires Court

 1960 –    On 19 September, Claires Court was founded as a prep school for boys aged  
6 to 13 years by David and Josephine Wilding, parents of the current principals.  
On opening, the school had just 19 pupils, including Hugh and James Wilding

 1970s  –   Claires Court discontinued boarding to become a day school and expanded 
teaching up to 16 years. The younger boys were relocated to the Ridgeway,  
which is still the Junior Boys site today. James joined the school as a teacher

 1980s  –    The school continued to grow, from 280 pupils at the start of the decade,  
to 435 ten years later. Hugh Wilding became Bursar for the school

 1993  –    Claires Court took over Maidenhead College for Girls, which was facing closure, 
and acquired the College Avenue site in April 1993, securing the future for the  
220 pupils there

 1994  –   Claires Court opened its co-educational Sixth Form

 1997  –    783 pupils now enrolled at Claires Court across the three sites

 2012 –    966 pupils now enrolled at Claires Court across the three sites

 2013  –    Claires Court announced their vision to secure the school’s future

 2014 – 2016 –    Public consultations held by Claires Court outlining their vision to secure  
the school’s future

 2017  –    At the end of the summer term, over 1,100 boys and girls, aged 3 to 18 years  
were enrolled at Claires Court. In December 2017 Claires Court’s plans for  
the future were submitted to RBWM

        Claires Court is now the only school in the Borough to offer boys and girls an all-through 
education from 3 to 18 years. Since the school started in 1960, some 8,000 pupils have 
benefitted from a Claires Court education, over 6,000 of these since 1993.
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“ Claires Court’s extensive involvement 
within its local community was 
recognised in 2014 by the award of 
the Independent Schools Association 
(ISA) National Community Award.”

Claires Court – a valuable 
asset to the community...

From the outset Claires Court has been more than just  
a school. Understanding and improving the world we 
live in and making a difference to someone’s day are 
values that have been part of the school. As a result, 
a plethora of clubs, charities and partners benefit 
from the school, due to the fantastic generosity and 
fundraising of the pupils, parents and staff.

This benefits and impacts upon many areas within the 
Borough. Claires Court’s extensive involvement (not 
just confined to sporting endeavour) within its local 
community was recognised in 2014 by the award of 
the Independent Schools Association (ISA) National 
Community Award.

•  During our 2017 ‘3for3’ Charity week the  
school raised £9,954 for local charities

•  Over the last five years we have raised over  
£80,000 for charities nationwide

•  The Holiday Club runs every school holiday, 
providing fun, engaging, quality care for over  
1,285 families, 75% of which are children who  
attend schools other than Claires Court

Holiday Club

Local clean-ups

Food bank donations

Charity events

Fundraising events
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Why does Claires Court  
need to change?

Two of the three Claires Court sites operate out of old buildings that are in decline and 
in the future will not be fit for purpose. They do not comply with the most up to date 
regulations and do not fulfil the school’s need to deliver a high quality education to its 
pupils nor the best arrangements for parents.

The costs of running a school primarily made up of old buildings over three sites are 
increasing and impacting on the future of the overall school.

As things stand Claires Court is unsustainable over the medium to long-term and 
therefore cannot continue in its current form.
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Claires Court is currently divided over three sites...

 

College Avenue Site
Ray Mill Road East Site

Ray Mill Road East Site

Claires Court  
Junior Boys,  
the Ridgeway,  
Cannon Lane –  
proposed site for  
new campus

Claires Court  
Junior & Senior Girls,
Nursery & Sixth Form
College Avenue

Claires Court  
Senior Boys,

Ray Mill Road East
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What options have  
Claires Court considered?

A
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OPTION 3 ISSUE/CHALLENGE POSSIBLE

Find a new 
location  

•   There are no other alternative sites for the school in the urban area within 
the Borough. Any such sites would be developed for higher value uses 
such as offices or residential.

•   Any alternative site would require moving the current school on  
the Ridgeway site as well in order for the school to operate from a  
single campus.

•   The purchase of a site not currently owned by Claires Court makes this 
prohibitively expensive.

OPTION 2 ISSUE/CHALLENGE POSSIBLE

Knock down  
one building  
at a time  
and rebuild

•   The constrained nature of both the College Avenue and Ray Mill Road East 
sites means there would not be the space to sequence any construction 
of new buildings; and the safety of the pupils and staff would be severely 
compromised. 

•  This will displace 550 pupils based at College Avenue and/or 460  
at Ray Mill Road East.

•   The current facility at the Ridgeway site does not have the capability  
to accommodate these pupils.

•   There is no other independent school in RBWM able to accommodate this 
number of pupils and state schools do not have the capacity.

• Even if the logistical issues were resolved this option is prohibitively expensive.

OPTION 4 ISSUE/CHALLENGE POSSIBLE

Consolidate the 
whole school 
onto a single 
campus at the 
Ridgeway site 
on land already 
owned by the 
school

•  The Ridgeway site is located within the green belt. It is therefore 
necessary for the school to demonstrate that Very Special 
Circumstances exist to allow the new school and housing to be built.

OPTION 1 ISSUE/CHALLENGE POSSIBLE

Refurbish the 
current sites 
to make them 
fit for purpose

•  This will displace 550 pupils based at College Avenue and/or 460  
at Ray Mill Road East.

•   The current facility at the Ridgeway site does not have the capability  
to accommodate these pupils until a new facility is built.

•   There is no other independent school in RBWM able to accommodate this 
number of pupils and state schools do not have the capacity.

•  The cost of refurbishment is prohibitively expensive.

•  The site/building constraints means regulations would still be  
unable to be met.

A number of different options have been given serious consideration by the school.

After investigating all of the options, it is clear that only one is feasible. The consolidation of  
the school onto the Ridgeway site is the only possible way to secure the future of Claires Court.
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How will we finance the  
new campus?

£38m is the cost to build and fit out the new school and campus with 
the recreational facilities. This money can only be generated from  
land receipts from the sale of the school’s existing town centre sites,  
as well as part of the Ridgeway site, for new homes. There will also  
be investment and borrowings by the school to finance the full cost  
of securing its future.

“ £38m is the cost to build and fit out 
the new school and campus with the 
recreational facilities.”
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Our new campus; what are  
we proposing?

The proposals to secure the school’s future and consolidate onto one site include:

•  New single campus on the Ridgeway site to sit alongside the current Junior Boys school

•  Sports facilities for the use of the school and Maidenhead Hockey Club 

• A new home for Maidenhead Hockey Club

•  Over 2 acres of currently private land to be opened to the public in the form of Public Open  
Space and allotments 

•  Affordable homes for local people and significant highway improvements including a  
roundabout on Cannon Lane

•  157 high quality homes, including 47 affordable homes for local people, on the Ridgeway site

•  The other two school sites, located in the town centre, will also be developed for housing to  
fund the new campus. These will provide 64 homes, of which 19 will be affordable homes
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What will the new campus look 
like and what will it have that 
the current school doesn’t?

The single campus at the Ridgeway will provide an enhanced and high quality learning 
environment for our children, with quality facilities across all teaching areas. Boys and girls 
will benefit from new purpose-built classrooms, teaching spaces and social areas. 

The campus will also incorporate high quality sport facilities for cricket, hockey, tennis, rugby 
and athletics and will be available for the benefit of students, Maidenhead Hockey Club and the 
wider community.

Image of the proposed new school

The proposal includes…

Image of the proposed new school
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Sports at Claires Court

•  New school with: 
– General classrooms 
– Drama studios 
– Science labs 
– Specialised classrooms 
– Library

•  Hard/soft landscaped  
social area

• New school piazza

• Fitness and dance studio

• 200m running track

• 2 sports courts

•  Covered MUGA large enough  
for 2 tennis courts

•  New clubhouse/pavilion

•  Area for junior rugby and 
mini-midi pitches

•  2 hockey/football  
all-weather pitches

•  Senior sports grass areas  
approx 12 acres

• Junior netball court

• Environmental garden

• Ecological habitat area

•  Extensive new planting  
and landscaping

•  Coach parking

•  Covered space for  
120 bicycles

•  Parent/visitor parking 

•  Drop off/pick up parking 

•  Staff, sixth form and  
visitors’ parking

•  New road infrastructure to 
improve access to the site
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Image of the proposed new school

“ The single campus at the 
Ridgeway will provide an 
enhanced and high quality 
learning environment for  
our pupils.”
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Why is Maidenhead  
Hockey Club involved  
in this project?

Our proposals will also secure the future of Maidenhead Hockey 
Club which was established in 1904 and has over 450 members. 
Currently the club is also split over three sites at Bray Cricket 
Club, Altwood School and Braywick and the club has been 
looking for a site to consolidate for about 15 years. 

MAIDENHEAD 
HOCKEY CLUB

The benefits these proposals would provide to Maidenhead Hockey Club and the local 
community are:

•  Replacement of three sites with pitch only facilities onto one consolidated site

•  Improved sporting facilities for an important local sports club

•  New pitches, pavilion and clubhouse for the Hockey Club, shared with Claires Court

•  Potential for increase in the use of the Hockey Club for the local community

•  Potential for club expansion for more members

•  Reduction of travel due to the three site consolidation

“ We have used three separate facilities across the area 
for many years; presenting logistical challenges. With 
increased interest in hockey, the co-location of all-weather 
pitches, changing rooms and new clubhouse gives us 
the greatest chance to grow participation enabling us to 
provide an excellent hockey experience and meeting both 
members, and supporters, expectations, plus benefitting 
the school and wider community.”

    Dave Taylor, Chair of Maidenhead Hockey Club
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Ellie Rayer – Ex MHC & current England Ladies Squad
U18’s Ladies Team Ladies 1st Team match
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Why is Berkeley Homes 
involved in the project?

We have partnered with Berkeley Homes because of their expertise in 
‘placemaking’, rather than just ‘housebuilding’. They have a reputation for 
delivering quality new homes sympathetic to their surroundings. They have 
won many accolades for their sustainability, landscaping, placemaking and the 
quality of the homes they build. They have also been creating new homes in the 
Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead for over 25 years.

Edenbrook, Fleet

Belmont Road, Maidenhead

Improved biodiversity

“ At Berkeley we are passionate about building sustainable 
communities and delivering fantastic new homes set 
in beautiful surroundings. Our proposals provide the 
opportunity for attractive places to be created for all of the 
community to enjoy, with high quality landscaped social 
spaces at the heart of these.”

  Andrew Saunders-Davies, Chairman of Berkeley Homes (Western) Ltd

The wider benefits of the new homes Berkeley will deliver are:

• Provides essential funding towards the construction of the new school

• Provision of 221 new high quality homes in sustainable locations

• 66 affordable homes across the 3 developments, amounting to 30% of the total homes

• Community Infrastructure Levy receipt of c.£5m

• Employment and apprenticeship opportunities through the development build process

• New homes bonus of just under £4m to be generated

• Improved biodiversity and public spaces
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Why do we need to build in  
the green belt at Ridgeway?

The current Junior Boys site at Ridgeway is already in the green belt. 
We need to extend the use of this site to consolidate the three schools 
onto a single campus and we need to build the houses to fund the 
development. The land which is to be developed is on the edge of the 
existing settlement and adjacent to housing. It is well screened and 
contained such that further development will not be possible. 

There are no other urban sites available that could deliver this 
scheme. Development in the green belt is acceptable where there are 
Very Special Circumstances. We believe the following extensive list  
of benefits that the proposals provide outweigh any impact and 
therefore amount to Very Special Circumstances:

Development of this land will enable:

• Provision of choice of education in line with NPPF

•  Retention and enhancement of the school as 10th biggest employer  
in the Borough

• Provision of teacher training provided by school

• Retention and enhancement of economic footprint of school of over £2m

•  Employment opportunities derived as a result of construction of the  
Proposed Scheme

• Provision for Maidenhead Hockey Club

• Provision of affordable housing to meet significant unmet local demand

• Provision of Public Open Space and allotment space for the local community

•  Addressing the inefficiencies associated with the school being split  
across three sites

• Increasing the number of places for children aged 3–5 years

• Provision of market housing to meet significant unmet local demand

• Provision of holiday club places

• Local finance considerations including CIL and New Homes Bonus

• Highways improvements

“ We believe the extensive list of benefits of the 
proposals outweigh any impact and therefore 
amount to Very Special Circumstances.”
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What will happen if this 
proposal does not go forward?

We have considered all of the options available to us and consolidation 
onto one site is our only option. If this does not happen, at some point 
in the future Claires Court will have to close and all the additional 
benefits the school provides to the Borough, on top of the excellent 
education, will be lost.

•  Over 1000 children would have to find a new school – 55% of the 
current students live in RBWM so would place additional stress  
on RBWM’s schooling which does not have the capacity to cope

•   It would mean the loss of the only ‘all-through’ school in Maidenhead 
with a disproportionate impact on families – 50% of our pupils who 
live in the Borough are from families with 2 or more children  
at Claires Court

•   It would result in the loss of up to 400 jobs within the Borough

•   The ‘holiday clubs’ that are open to non-students would be lost

•   Maidenhead Hockey Club would remain dispersed over several sites 
limiting growth potential

•   Missed opportunity to deliver a supply of much needed housing  
in the Borough

•   No financial benefits from the new homes to the RBWM

•   Loss of potential employment opportunities resulting from the 
construction of the school and homes

•   Loss of support and fundraising to many local clubs and charities

“ I couldn’t imagine life without Claires Court.  
It has been part of the family for years, a community 
offering so much more than education.”

A
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What will be the benefits  
to the local community  
and the Borough?

Benefit to Education and the Borough

Provision of a new school on one  
consolidated campus, replacing  

two declining buildings

3 to 1 
building

Retention of education choice with  
continued provision of an all-through  

& ’diamond model’ school

Easier arrangements for  
families with siblings currently  

on different sites

Retention of teacher training,  
apprenticeship and other training  

funded by Claires Court

Retention of school as 10th biggest  
employer in the Borough

400 
staff

Provision of Early Years places  
where none currently exists in this  

area of Maidenhead

An ability for the school to respond  
to rising demand for school places

Demand

Greater access  
for those with mobility  

and auditory issues

Potential to expand Holiday Club  
beyond 180 daily attendees,  

with 75% currently from outside  
of Claires Court

Potential for approximately two acres  
of private land to be used for public  

open space or allotments

Removal of traffic movement  
between the three school sites

Retention of nearly 210 local staff  
who live in the Borough

210  
local 
staff

Q
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Benefit to Maidenhead Hockey Club and the Borough

Replacement of three sites  
with pitch only facilities onto  

one consolidated site

Improved sporting facilities for  
an important local sports club

New pitches, pavilion and  
clubhouse for the Hockey Club,  

shared with Claires Court

Opportunity to increase the number  
and type of playing opportunities for 
the hockey club and local community

Reduction of travel due to the  
three site consolidation

Potential for club expansion  
for more members

Benefit of Housing in the Borough

30% of the homes across the three 
developments will be affordable  

homes for local people

66 
affordable 
homes 

Employment and apprenticeship  
opportunities through the  
development build process

New homes bonus of just under 
£4m to be generated

£

Community Infrastructure  
Levy receipts of c. £5m

£5m

Provision of 221 new high quality 
homes in sustainable locations

221 homes
Provides essential funding towards  
the construction of the new school
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What are the next steps?

After holding several public consultations over the last few years,  
the planning applications for our proposals have been submitted.  
We will be working closely with RBWM in early 2018 on the  
progression of the applications through to determination. We will  
also be holding further information events for key stakeholders  
and the wider community in early 2018.

We hope that you have found this brochure about the benefits we  
bring to the Borough helpful and informative, and that you will  
be able to support us as we take forward our proposals to secure  
and enhance our educational offer and deliver significant benefits  
to the community.

To support our proposals please visit: www.clairescourt-newcampus.com 
and for more information please visit the dedicated website at:  
www.clairescourt.com/our-new-campus

We would be delighted to discuss our proposals with you in further  
detail and answer any questions you may have.

Hugh Wilding James Wilding 

Principals of Claires Court

January 2018
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JANUARY 2018

MAIDENHEAD 
HOCKEY CLUB

www.berkeleygroup.co.ukwww.clairescourt.comwww.maidenheadhc.org.uk


