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WELCOME TO RECEPTION 
 
Welcome to Reception! During your daughter’s time in Reception, she will embark on many 
different learning experiences, enabling her to become a confident and resilient learner. This 
curriculum statement is designed to provide information about what your daughter will be 
learning and how she will be learning.  
 
CLAIRES COURT ESSENTIALS 
 

 
 
 
Along with some of the most successful education systems in the world, our own leading 
universities and the International Baccalaureate we understand that we need to develop 
young minds that are able to think, learn both independently and collaboratively, be 
problem solvers and understand the connections between knowledge and the global world 
in which they will be active citizens. 
 
Our curriculum therefore reflects the way in which our children acquire knowledge and 
develop learning and work processes. In this booklet you will see academic subjects, subject 
skills and knowledge have been connected via a series of topic webs. This enables teachers 
to use time in an even more creative and flexible manner. 
 
To develop the skills of independent learning, enquiry and problem solving the curriculum is 
expressed as a series of questions which can be seen within the topic webs. Answering these 
questions, challenges our young learners to research and select information to construct a 
solution. This allows us to create independent and collaborative learning opportunities 
enabling a high level of differentiation which ensures that those who need extra support 
receive it, whilst challenging those who are making more rapid progress to remain stretched 
and engaged. 
 
Our assessment and marking processes also reflect this approach. Credit will be given for 
finding the solution, by showing that factual knowledge has been acquired and for showing 
evidence of using the various skills within our ‘Essentials’ approach. When we report to you we 
will give clear information on attainment, progress and effort, as well as the plan for the next 
phase of learning. 
 
 
 



We hope that both you and your daughter will have a happy and fulfilling time with us and 
we take great care to ensure that joining our Reception class is achieved without any 
anxiety. Our priority is your child’s happiness because we know that a happy child feels 
secure and will therefore flourish socially, emotionally and intellectually in the environment. 
 

 
 
 
 

Leanne Barlow, Head of Junior Girls



THE RECEPTION CURRICULUM 
 
The Government requires Early Years Education to be based on the Early Years Foundation 
Stage. 
 
Our varied curriculum is based on the “Early Learning Goals for Children’s Learning”. It is 
made up of seven areas in total. These include three prime areas: communication and 
language; physical development and personal, social and emotional development. There 
are also four specific areas through which the three prime areas are strengthened and 
applied.  The specific areas are literacy, mathematics, understanding of the world and 
expressive arts and design. Presented as seven areas of learning, they provide a foundation 
for later achievement.  Children progress at different rates and individual achievement will 
vary. However, all children will follow a curriculum which enables them to make maximum 
progress towards these outcomes. 
 
 
THE PRIME AREAS  
 
Prime areas are fundamental, work together and move through to support development in 
all other areas.  The prime areas are: 
 
PERSONAL SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

• Making relationships 
• Self confidence and self awareness 
• Managing feelings and behaviour 

 
COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE 

• Listening and Attention 
• Understanding 
• Speaking 

 
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

• Moving and handling 
• Health and self-care 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE SPECIFIC AREAS 
 
Specific areas include essential skills and knowledge for children to participate successfully in 
society.  The specific areas are: 
 
LITERACY 

• Reading 
• Writing 
 

MATHEMATICS 
• Numbers 
• Shape, space and measure 

 
UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD 

• People and communities 
• The world 
• Technology 

 
EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN 

• Exploring and using media and materials 
• Being imaginative 

 
 
PROBLEM SOLVING WEEK 
 
Making decisions, overcoming difficulties and risk taking are essential life skills, closely linked to 
problem solving. Working out the likely consequences for any course of action, identifying the 
pros and cons, looking at evidence and considering the alternatives are all vital when solving 
a problem. Problem solving week aims to help develop and implement these skills 
independently through a variety of activities. All will build a child’s confidence in their own 
abilities and judgement, therefore building resilience. Our Problem Solving Week takes place 
in the Summer Term and is opportunity for our girls to explore problem solving in a range of 
situations and contexts. 
 
 
ENGLISH 
 
Our aim in English is to focus on the fundamental skills of reading, writing and speaking and 
listening. These skills are taught through a wide variety of opportunities, including reading a 
range of genres, writing extended creative pieces and many role-play and drama 
experiences.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MATHS 
 
Our aim in maths is to ensure all girls learn mathematical skills from a range of areas with 
fundamental skills being taught progressively throughout the academic year. Girls will have 
many opportunities to apply learned skills to a variety of different contexts, problems and 
real-life situations. We recognise the importance of repetition, and we ensure that there are 
multiple opportunities for this to occur including morning maths, rapid recall and online 
learning platforms.  Areas of maths include: 
 

• Number 
• Mental Strategies 
• Addition & Subtraction 
• Multiplication & Division 
• Fractions & Decimals 
• Geometry & Shape 
• Position & Direction 
• Statistics & Data Handling 
• Using & Applying 
• Reasoning 

 
 
SCIENCE 
 
Our aim in science is to teach the girls the skills of working scientifically. We teach them how 
to ask questions, make observations and carry out tests, experiments and investigations. They 
will learn to use a range of sources to answer their questions, and will gather and record data. 
The girls will find ways of carrying out fair tests and be given opportunities to make decisions in 
choosing equipment, recording observations and drawing conclusions. When reflecting on 
their learning, the girls will use scientific evidence to hypothesise, evaluate and suggest 
improvements for further scientific activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ART & DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 
 
Throughout the year, girls have many opportunities to express and develop their skills and 
knowledge in Art & Design Technology. They are taught to develop their observation skills, use 
their imagination and expression, create art through use of different media, develop their 
ideas and reflect and evaluate. 
 
For more information please see the topic maps towards the end of this booklet. 
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
All pupils are encouraged to lead a healthy, active lifestyle and take part in all Physical 
Education lessons that are offered to them. There will be at least four areas of activity 
covered throughout the term. Two double lessons will be designated to Physical Education 
and Games each week and one single lesson to swimming. 
 

AUTUMN TERM 
• Gymnastics: safety in gymnastics and linking basic skills and action. 
• Swimming: water confidence. 
• Ball skills: basic ball familiarisation skills, throwing and catching activities, striking. 

 
LENT TERM 
• Dance: body management and movement patterns in relations to a stimulus. 
• Ball skills: throwing, catching and rolling in small sided games. 
• Swimming: water confidence and basic strokes. 
• Indoor Athletics: mobility, control and judgement, jumping, throwing and catching. 
• Hockey: basic ball control, dribbling, passing. 

 
SUMMER TERM 
• Athletic activities: running, jumping and throwing. 
• Ball Skills: striking, fielding and basic tennis skills. 
• Swimming: to develop confidence, a variety of strokes and swim unaided on front and 

back. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MUSIC 
 
All pupils receive one music lesson and participate in a music assembly once a week. Pupils 
will learn how to sing in tune, performance skills, how to accompany songs and stories 
focusing on tempo and rhythm. 
 
 
FRENCH 
 
At Claires Court we believe the learning of French is more than just the study of a language; it 
is the study and celebration of a wonderful country, its people, its culture and its traditions. 
 
Girls have one 35 minute lesson of French each week, taught by either a subject specialist or 
a native speaker. The language is taught through the four key skill areas of speaking, listening, 
reading and writing, using a highly communicative approach. There is a big focus on 
communication so pair work, group work and games are commonplace during lessons. 
Lessons will frequently use interactive whiteboard software and many of the interactive and 
online learning resources to reinforce vocabulary. These websites are also made available to 
pupils so that they continue or extend their own learning at home. There is also some focus on 
French cultural traditions.  
 
Our approach with language learning is designed to produce confident linguists who can 
enjoy the benefits of being able to communicate in another language and who are open to 
other cultures and ways of life. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INFORMATION SKILLS 
 
The aim of the Information Skills lessons is to show you how to find, evaluate and use 
information sources in the School Library and beyond and to support the development of 
cross curricular learning skills. The aim is to enable you to use information effectively, to 
promote independent learning and to encourage and develop leisure reading. 
 
 

“If you are going to get anywhere in life, you have to read a lot of books” 
Roald Dahl 

 
 
SUMMER TERM 
Why do we have libraries and librarians? What are libraries for and how do we use them? 
How do we take care of our books? Looking at picture books and storybooks. 
                                             

     How you will learn… 
The pupils attend one lesson in the Lower Junior Library, learning through practical activities, 
discussion and project work. 
 

School Librarian: Mrs P Copeman: pac@clairescourt.net 
Library Assistant: Mrs L Kirkup: lak@clairescourt.net 

 
 

“I never had a care that an hour’s reading could not dispel.” 
Montesquieu (French philosopher and social commentator) 
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ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING 
 
There are three parents’ evenings and work viewings a year; one each term.  

2Simple 
In Reception, we use 2Simple’s “2BuildAProfile” software to record and track the children’s 
progress throughout the EYFS curriculum. Every half term, you will receive a report directly 
from 2Simple highlighting the objectives your daughter has achieved, her next steps and 
accompanying photographs. You also have the opportunity to add your own comments to 
this report. At the end of your daughter’s Reception year, you will receive her “End of Year 
Profile” stating if she is Emerging, at Expectation or Exceeding the objectives within the 7 
areas of learning.  

 
However, parents wishing to discuss their daughter’s progress with staff at any stage of the 
year are encouraged to make an appointment via the School Office. 
 
 
HOMEWORK 
 
At Claires Court Junior Girls, we have a project-based homework to aid the girls in their 
development of key learning skills including, independent thinking, creativity and thinking 
critically. This gives more opportunities for extending pupils’ minds and allows them to lead 
their own learning linked to their topic.  
 
At Claires Court we recognise that our pupils work hard and have long days at School. 
Homework is not intended to add extra pressure or anxiety. Its role is to reinforce the learning 
that has taken place at School. Homework is a discipline we want the girls to get into a 
routine of doing. Some homework activities do not always involve writing and may take the 
form of a game, where you can enjoy playing the various metacognitive aspects of the topic 
with your daughter. Time should be limited to 20-30 minutes in total. 
 
Homework will be introduced gradually when the girls are ready and will include: daily 
reading, phonics tins, maths tins and spellings. In addition, every girl will have a homework 
book which will be used to target specific learning for individuals. This will be used as and 
when the teacher identifies an area for further consolidation or practise. This could include 
mental maths skills, handwriting, problem solving etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  

Mathematics 
As mathematicians we will know how old we are now and how old we will be next 
year.  We will know in which month we celebrate our birthday.  We will know how 
many girls are in our class answering questions such as; how many are 4 years old, 
how many are 5? We will participate in counting and sorting of Harvest fruits. We 
will demonstrate and develop our number recognition by finding numbers on our 
advent calendar.  We will make different shapes with Rangoli patterns.  We will 
demonstrate our knowledge of shapes to make Christmas decorations.  We will 
revise our numbers and sing about the Twelve Days of Christmas. 
 

 

 

 

The Big Idea: What do we celebrate and why?  How are the 
same events celebrated around the world?  We will be looking 
at a variety of celebrations and their importance, for example 
Harvest, Halloween, Diwali, Fireworks night and Christmas. 

Let’s Celebrate 

Autumn Term 

Literacy 
 
As readers we will enjoy listening to stories about celebrations around the 
world and we will read greeting cards for different occasions.   
 
As writers we will make and write holiday cards and news.  We will create 
labels around the classroom, write a letter to Santa and fireworks poems. 
 

Understanding of the 
World 

Can you celebrate 
cultural and religious 
backgrounds? 

Are you able to recognise 
each girl’s uniqueness? 

Can you celebrate police, 
firefighters and 
ambulance services?    

How are various festivals 
celebrated around the 
world?                     

Can you use technology 
to record different 
celebrations?                 

 

 

Expressive Arts & Design 

Can you paint your family 
portrait?                               

Can you develop your 
musical skills and knowledge 
by learning Harvest songs?   

Can you create your own 
Rangoli patterns with chalk 
and beans?                        

Can you use different tools 
and techniques to make 
splatter paint firework 
pictures?                             

Can you take a risk by being 
confident on stage during 
our Christmas play?  

 

 

Personal, Social & 
Emotional Development 

Can you develop an 
awareness and interest 
in cultural and religious 
differences? 

Are you able to express 
yourself in different 
situations? 

Can you find out about 
others? 

Do you know what our 
Golden Rules are? 

 

Physical Development 

 
Can you move in 
different ways? 

Can you form all the 
letters in your name 
correctly? 

Can you get changed 
for PE independently? 

Can you throw and 
catch a ball? 

Are you able to make 
different shapes with 
your body? 

 

Communication and 
Language 

Can you speak in front 
of the class about 
special events? 

Can you talk about the 
importance of 
celebrations and family 
traditions? 

Can you listen and ask 
questions when your 
friends talk about their 
celebrations?  

 



 

 

  

Mathematics 
 
As mathematicians we will learn and sing traditional number songs.  We will 
count the amount of characters in each story. We will begin collecting 
and handling data choosing our favourite traditional story character.  We 
will see who can build the tallest Rapunzel tower. We will make porridge for 
The Three Bears and look at the different sized bowls to serve it in.   
 

 

 

 

The Big Idea: Whose porridge would you prefer?  Why was the 
third little pigs house the safest? We will enjoy listening to 
traditional fairy tales.  We will be retelling and recreating the 
stories and changing the endings.  We will create our own 
puppet shows making up new stories. 

Once Upon A Time 

Lent Term 

Literacy 
 
As readers we will read a variety of Traditional Tales.  We will recite rhymes, 
alliteration and retell narratives in the correct sequence.  
 
As writers we will write letters to book characters.  We will write stories about 
different characters from Traditional Tales. We will make signs for our role 
play area and create our own story maps. 
 

Understanding of the 
World 

Can you talk about 
similarities and 
differences between 
yourself and story 
characters? 

Can you use technology 
to record recreated 
traditional stories? 

Can you discuss the 
differences between the 
Three Little Pigs houses? 

 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts & Design 

Can you develop your 
role play skills by acting 
out traditional stories? 

Can you sing traditional 
songs and rhymes? 

Are you able to recreate 
traditional tales using 
story spoons? 

Can you make story 
props using a variety of 
materials? 

Can you play  
co-operatively to act out 
narratives? 

 

 

Personal, Social & 
Emotional Development 

Can you identify good 
and bad personalities of 
different characters in 
the stories you read? 

Can you talk about what 
makes you happy and 
sad? 

Can you take turns and 
work together in small 
groups? 

 

Physical Development 

Can you enjoy creative 
movements such as 
learning to dance like 
Cinderella at a ball? 

Can you develop your 
fine motor skills by re 
writing the story of 
Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears? 

Can you play traditional 
games such as ‘What's 
the time Mr Wolf?’? 

Communication and 
Language 

Can you listen to stories 
and anticipate key 
events? 

Are you able to join in 
with actions or repetitive 
text when listening to 
traditional stories? 

Are you able to follow a 
story without pictures or 
props? 

Can you re tell your 
favourite fairy tale and 
make up your own fairy 
tales? 

 



 

Mathematics 
 
As mathematicians we will be sorting and counting seeds.  We will be 
adding and taking away in our role play garden centre.  We will be 
making bar graphs of our favourite plants and flowers.  We will be filling up 
different sized watering cans to discuss capacity.  We will solve problems 
doubling, halving and sharing.  

 

 

 

 

The Big Idea: How does food get on your plate? Who can grow 
the tallest sunflower?  Why can't we grow lemon trees in 
England?  We will be investigating how plants and flowers 
grow.  What do they need to survive? What would happen if 
we didn't water our plants? We will be admiring a variety of 
plants, flowers and trees. 

How Does Your Garden Grow? 

Summer Term 

Literacy 
As readers we will read non-fiction books about plants.  We will find out about 
planting seeds by reading the instructions on seed packets. We will read about 
and identify the names of different plants and flowers.  We will read signs in the 
garden centre role play.  

As writers we will make our own seed packets with ‘bossy verbs’ and we will 
write instructions on our seed packets.  We will write an invitation to our garden 
party and we will write about the life cycle of a butterfly.  

 

Understanding of the 
World 

Do you know how to 
plant a seed? 

Can you observe the 
different stages of plants 
growing and make 
comments? 

What do plants need to 
grow? 

Can you name some of 
the different plants and 
trees grown around the 
world? 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts & Design 

Are you able to role play 
in our garden centre? 

Can you use music and 
your body to recreate a 
flower growing from 
seed? 

Can you mix different 
colours to make colourful 
flower paintings? 

Can you use charcoal to 
draw still life flower 
pictures? 

 

 

 

Personal, Social & 
Emotional Development 

Can you take account 
of other's ideas when 
setting up your garden 
centre role play? 

Can you take account 
of other's feelings? 

Can you understand 
and follow the Golden 
Rules? 

 

Physical Development 

Can you name healthy 
foods that you can grow 
in our garden? 

Can you show 
confidence and be safe 
when handling and 
using garden tools? 

Can you develop your 
gross motor skills in the 
mud kitchen? 

 

Communication and 
Language 

Can you follow 
instructions about how to 
plant a seed? 

Can you discuss how 
and why plants grow? 

Can you take turns in 
conversation and listen 
to others with interest? 

Are you able to 
confidently talk in front 
of the whole class? 
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Claires Court Junior Girls
1 College Avenue, Maidenhead, SL6 6AW

Tel: 01628 327500
www.clairescourt.com

*this booklet is correct at the time of going to print and details may be subject to change 06/17.




