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WELCOME TO YEAR 3  
 
 

Welcome to Year 3! During your daughter’s time in Year 3, she will embark on many different 
learning experiences, enabling her to become a confident and resilient learner. This 
curriculum statement is designed to provide information about what your daughter will be 
learning and how she will be learning.  
 

CLAIRES COURT ESSENTIALS 
 
 

 

 

Along with some of the most successful education systems in the world, our own leading 
universities and the International Baccalaureate we understand that we need to develop 
young minds that are able to think, learn both independently and collaboratively, be 
problem solvers and understand the connections between knowledge and the global world 
in which they will be active citizens. 

Our curriculum therefore reflects the way in which our children acquire knowledge and 
develop learning and work processes. In this booklet you will see academic subjects, subject 
skills and knowledge have been connected via a series of topic webs. This enables teachers 
to use time in an even more creative and flexible manner. 

To develop the skills of independent learning, enquiry and problem solving the curriculum is 
expressed as a series of questions which can be seen within the topic webs. Answering these 
questions, challenges our young learners to research and select information to construct a 
solution. This allows us to create independent and collaborative learning opportunities 
enabling a high level of differentiation which ensures that those who need extra support 
receive it, whilst challenging those who are making more rapid progress to remain stretched 
and engaged. 

There is a clear focus on English and mathematics because these vital areas form the critical 
bedrock of future learning. We retain a traditional close focus on these two subjects, in terms 
of time allocated within the curriculum day. Tracking and monitoring of each girl’s level of skill 
and understanding will enable teachers to produce a detailed learning plan to target our 
young learners’ optimum progress. In addition, you will see that English and mathematics also 
appear within each topic web. 

Our assessment and marking processes also reflect this approach. Credit will be given for 
finding the solution, by showing that factual knowledge has been acquired and for showing 
evidence of using the various skills within our ‘Essentials’ approach. When we report to you we 



will give clear information on attainment, progress and effort, as well as the plan for the next 
phase of learning. 

We hope that both you and your daughter will have a happy and fulfilling time with us in  
Year 3. Our priority is your child’s happiness because we know that a happy child feels secure 
and will therefore flourish socially, emotionally and intellectually in the environment. 
 

 

 
Leanne Barlow, Head of Junior Girls 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE YEAR 3 CURRICULUM 
 
Year 3 is a very exciting time for your daughter. As she moves from the Lower Junior 
environment to the larger scale world of the Upper Juniors, your daughter's teacher will be 
there to guide her through this new adventure. There will be the new and the unfamiliar but 
fear not, the girls quickly learn their new routine. 
 
In Upper Juniors, we work on a wide-ranging curriculum which aims to: 

● encourage all pupils to make the best possible progress in each subject 
● promote an enjoyment of and commitment to learning 
● provide a sound basis for future education at senior level 

 
Although English and Mathematics are taught as discrete lessons, the termly topics are often 
used as a context for the literacy and numeracy skills to be taught in. The rest of the 
curriculum will be delivered within a topic themed approach.  
 
In September, all girls are given their homework timetable for the coming academic year. 
Each day your daughter should record any homework which has been set in her homework 
diary. Your daughter’s Form Teacher will check her homework diary regularly and use it to 
communicate any concerns regarding homework. Please check and sign your daughter’s 
homework diary daily and use it as a means of communication with the Form Teacher 
regarding any homework or related problems. 
 
 
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY SUPPORTING LEARNING 
 
To support learning and progression, we make good use of the Claires Court Learning 
Environment – known as the ‘Hub’. The ‘Hub’ uses Google Apps for education and other 
cloud-based software to allow pupils to work collaboratively, share ideas and communicate 
within our own ‘walled garden’. It also provides a 5GB cloud based work storage area known 
as the ‘Drive’, the great benefit of which is that work is accessible to our learners anywhere in 
the world. Samsung Chrome books, iPads and Android tablets are commonly used to support 
the girls’ learning, subsequently increasing the use of Digital Technology for a variety of 
learning experiences.  
 
 
PROBLEM SOLVING WEEK 
 
Making decisions, overcoming difficulties and risk-taking are essential life skills, closely linked to 
problem solving. Working out the likely consequences for any course of action, identifying the 
pros and cons, looking at evidence and considering the alternatives are all vital when solving 
a problem. Problem solving week aims to help develop and implement these skills 
independently through a variety of activities. All will build a child’s confidence in their own 
abilities and judgement, therefore building resilience. Our Problem Solving Week takes place 
in the Summer Term and is an opportunity for our girls to explore problem solving in a range of 
situations and contexts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ENGLISH 
 
Our aim in English is to focus on the fundamental skills of reading, writing and speaking and 
listening. These skills are taught through a wide variety of opportunities, including reading a 
range of genres, writing extended creative pieces and many role-play and drama 
experiences. 
 
READING 
In Year 3 we build on the specific word reading and comprehension skills already developed 
through the curriculum in Year 2. Individual reading from our progressive reading scheme 
continues. We aim to hear the girls read every day, still encouraging daily reading at home.  
• Can I identify the main ideas from what I have read and summarise? 
• Can I make predictions about stories based on what has already been read? 
• Am I able to discuss characters in stories and start to express my views about them, giving 

examples and backing up my answers with evidence? 
• Can I use books as a research tool, identifying relevant information by looking for 

keywords? 
• Can I comment on the layout of factual information and use features such as indexes to 

help organise my own work? 
 
WRITING 
The girls will be taught composition, structure, vocabulary, punctuation and grammar skills 
through a series of creative and exciting activities. They will be expected to have a more 
mature approach to the composition and structure of their writing, using a wider range of 
interesting vocabulary. 
• Can I punctuate sentences correctly and consistently? 
• Can I use apostrophes to show possession? 
• Am I able to punctuate direct speech using inverted commas and commas correctly? 
• Can I identify and use nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs and pronouns in my writing? 
• Can I organise my writing into paragraphs? 
• Can I proofread, identifying mistakes, edit and improve my work? 
• Can I extend my sentences with appropriate joining words and start to use a variety of 

sentence structures? 
 
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
We believe that speaking and listening are skills which children need to learn. This is 
developed through our “Essentials” approach of working collaboratively, sharing news, 
roleplaying, asking and answering questions and considering other people’s viewpoints. 
LAMDA is introduced in Year 3 as part of the Junior Curriculum, in conjunction with the English 
curriculum, further developing public speaking skills and confidence in communication.  
• Am I able to listen well and engage in purposeful discussions? 
• Am I able to consider the viewpoints of others, answering and building on the points 

raised?  
 
SPELLING AND PHONICS 
Spelling is developed through a differentiated approach, focusing on the need of each child 
as an individual. Spellings are taught through specific spelling activities and spelling and 
dictation tests. It is expected by now that girls will use dictionaries and thesauruses on a daily 
basis to support the improving and editing of their work. 
• Can I add suffixes and prefixes to root words? 
• Can I Identify and spell common homophones and near homophones? 
• Am I able to apply my knowledge of spelling rules to accurately spell new words? 
• Can I use a dictionary to check and correct spellings? 
 
 
 



HANDWRITING 
Neat and legible joined handwriting is expected to be used at all times and there is a high 
expectation of presentation of all work. 
• Can I space my writing neatly so that ascenders and descenders don’t touch? 
• Can I join using diagonal and horizontal strokes? 
• Am I able to decide which letters are best left unjoined when next to each other? 
 
READING EGGS 
Reading Eggs is an online program that uses animation, activities and reward games to keep 
children motivated to read. Children complete fun online lessons in which they learn and 
practise essential reading skills. Children gain confidence in reading independently and earn 
'golden eggs' as rewards for tasks completed. 
 
 
MATHS 
 
Our aim in maths is to ensure all girls learn mathematical skills from a range of areas with 
fundamental skills being taught progressively throughout the academic year. Girls will have 
many opportunities to apply learned skills to a variety of different contexts, problems and 
real-life situations. We recognise the importance of repetition, and we ensure that there are 
multiple opportunities for this to occur including morning maths, rapid recall and online 
learning platforms.  Areas of maths include: 
 

• Number 
• Mental Strategies 
• Addition & Subtraction 
• Multiplication & Division 
• Fractions & Decimals 
• Geometry & Shape 
• Position & Direction 
• Statistics & Data Handling 
• Using & Applying 
• Reasoning 

 
Can you count in multiples of 4, 8, 50 and 100?  
Can you compare and order numbers up to 1000?   
Are you able to add and subtract numbers mentally using strategies taught? 
Are you able to rounding numbers to HTU?   
Can you add and subtract numbers with up to 3 digits using formal written methods? 
Are you able to estimate answers to calculations, using the inverse to check answers?   
Do you know the x2, x3, x4, x5, x6, x8, x10 tables?   
Can you add and subtract amounts of money, including giving change?   
Are you able to count up and down in tenths? 
Can you recognise that tenths are equivalent to dividing an object, number or quantity into 
ten equal parts? 
Can you recognise, find and write fractions of a set of objects? 
Can you compare, order, add and subtract fractions? 
Can you measure, compare and calculate lengths, mass and volumes using standard units?   
Are you able to identify and measure the perimeter of shapes?   
Are you able to identify horizontal, vertical, parallel and perpendicular lines?   
Are you able to identify whether angles are greater or less than a right angle?   
Can you solve 1 and 2 step questions by interpreting information from bar charts, pictograms 
and tables? 
Can you recognise angles as a property of a shape or a description of a turn? 
Can you recognise position and direction, and read and plot coordinates?  
Do you recognise compass directions? 



Are you able to tell and write the time from an analogue and digital clock? 
Can you tell and write the time using Roman numerals, 12-hour and 24-hour clocks?  
Can you estimate and read time to the nearest minute?   
 
 
SCIENCE 
 
Our aim in science is to teach the girls the skills of working scientifically. We teach them how 
to ask questions, make observations and carry out tests, experiments and investigations. They 
will learn to use a range of sources to answer their questions, and will gather and record data. 
The girls will find ways of carrying out fair tests and be given opportunities to make decisions in 
choosing equipment, recording observations and drawing conclusions. When reflecting on 
their learning, the girls will use scientific evidence to hypothesise, evaluate and suggest 
improvements for further scientific activities.   
 
Rocks, Animals Including Humans, Forces & Magnets, Plants, Light. 
 
 
PSHEE 
 
Regular lessons for Personal, Social and Health and Economic Education (PSHEE) help to 
promote physical and emotional well being. These discrete sessions are supported and 
complemented by assemblies, form-time, whole school events, Pupil Voice, 3for3 Charity 
Week and a wealth of enrichment activities. These include: Residential activities, school visits, 
community involvement, sports, arts and music events together with a wide range of pupil 
leadership opportunities. PSHEE is one way in which we support the Spiritual, Moral, Social and 
Cultural development of pupils. Due to its cross-curricular nature, PSHEE plays a crucial role 
within all aspects of school life to include the weekly assemblies; a celebration assembly is 
held every week where the whole school comes together to celebrate individual and group 
achievements both inside and outside school. 
 
PSHEE teaching is based on three core themes within which there is a broad overlap and 
flexibility:  

• Health and Well-being  
• Relationships  
• Living in the Wider World to include economic well-being and being responsible 

citizens  
 
British values are actively promoted throughout the school and embedded within the PSHEE 
programme of study to ensure pupils are prepared for life in modern Britain. Pupils are 
encouraged to respect the fundamental British values, as defined by the government, of:  

• democracy – actively promoted through the School Council, Pupil Voice activities and 
the house system  

• rule of law – actively promoted through our Key Values and our Golden Rules  
• individual liberty – actively promoted through rights and responsibilities  
• mutual respect – actively promoted through our Key Values, Golden Rules and the 

Claires Court Essentials  
• tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs – actively promoted through RE 

curriculum and assemblies.  
 
Promoting means actively and sensitively challenging, pupils, staff or parents expressing 
opinions contrary to fundamental British values.  
 
Girls will have opportunities to develop the following: 
 
 



Study Skills 
How well do I use the Claires Court Essentials? 
Who am I and what is my individual identity? 
What are my goals, aspirations and targets for the future? 
Who are positive female role models? 
 
Personal Well Being & Safety 
How do I make informed choices? 
What is a balanced diet and do I have one? 
What is personal hygiene and how do I manage this? 
What do I understand by the term ‘healthy relationship’? 
What are physical boundaries? 
How do we successfully work together? 
What behaviour is expected of me? 
What is conflict resolution? 
Can I recognise and manage my own feelings? 
What does confidentiality mean? 
How do I cope with change, loss and grief? 
Can I recognise risk, danger and hazards? 
What is peer pressure? 
How do I keep physically and emotionally safe on and offline? 
 
Social, Moral, Spiritual, Cultural & British Values 
What is voting? 
What is a democracy? 
What are stereotypes? 
Can I recognise the different types of relationships? 
What the similarities and differences between myself and others? 
What is bullying and discrimination? 
How do I respect the feelings and opinions of others? 
 
Contribution to the School and Wider Community 
What are our Golden Rules and how well do I follow them? 
What can I expect from life in the classroom?  
Can I construct and follow rules? 
Do I have awareness of my own and others’ needs? 
Which communities do I belong to?  
How can I improve and care for the local environment? 
 
Economic Well Being & Financial Capability  
What is the role of money in my life? 
Do I understand borrowing, debt and interest? 
What do I understand by the term ‘enterprise’? 
 
Careers 
Who/What do I aspire to be? 
What is a career? 
The girls will explore different career opportunities through visits from successful role models in 
our local community.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HISTORY 
 
During the year, the girls will learn to use information finding skills to write about historical 
events, identifying similarities and differences between given periods in history. The girls will 
identify historically significant people and events, and describe social, cultural, religious and 
ethnic diversity in Britain and the Wider World. They will describe events using dates and 
develop chronologically secure knowledge of history, noting connections, contrasts and 
trends. The girls will have opportunities to understand the differences between primary and 
secondary sources and how different types of sources are used.  We will teach the girls to 
identify the similarities and differences between different periods, addressing and devising 
historically valid questions. 
 
 
GEOGRAPHY 
 
In geography, our aim is to teach the girls a number of geographical skills, including Human & 
Physical Geography; describing and showing understanding of weather & climate, 
landscapes, and economic activity. Map Skills; using maps, atlases, digital and computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe featured as studied. Comparison of Locations; 
study similarities and differences of contrasting regions both in the UK and around the world. 
Fieldwork; observe, measure and record the features of areas studied. . 
 
 
COMPUTING 
 
ICT is embedded within the curriculum to support learning in each subject. The girls will learn 
about the following topic areas and endeavour to answer a wide range of questions, 
including: 
E-Safety  
Can I stay safe online? 
Can I use applications and communication, appropriately? 
Use of Digital Devices  
Can I access computer based learning technologies such as: Reading Eggs, Mathletics and 
Purple Mash?  
Do I know how to use computers, Chromebooks, digital cameras and tablets? 
Coding  
Can I design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals? 
Am I able to work with variables and various forms of input and output?  
Can I explain how algorithms work and detect and correct errors in algorithms and 
programs? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ART & DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 
 
Throughout the year, girls have many opportunities to express and develop their skills and 
knowledge in Art & Design Technology. They are taught to develop their observation skills, use 
their imagination and expression, create art through use of different media, develop their 
ideas and reflect and evaluate. 
 
For more information please see the topic maps towards the end of this booklet. 
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
All pupils are encouraged to lead a healthy, active lifestyle and take part in all Physical 
Education lessons that are offered to them. There will be at least four areas of activity 
covered throughout the term. A double lesson will be designated to Physical Education and 
an afternoon to Games each week plus one single lesson to swimming. Throughout the year 
the girls will have the opportunity to take part in Inter-House events in the following activities: 
cross country, netball, hockey, athletics and swimming and to represent the school in netball, 
hockey, football, swimming, and athletics. 
 
AUTUMN TERM 

● Netball 
● Hockey 
● Gymnastics 
● Dance 
● Swimming 

 
LENT TERM 

● Netball 
● Hockey 
● Cross-Country 
● Indoor Athletics 
● SAQ (speed, agility and quickness) 
● Dance 
● Swimming 
● Football 

 
SUMMER TERM 

● Swimming 
● Athletics 
● Tennis 
● Cricket 
● Rounders: striking and fielding 

 
Outward bound activities will be featured during the pupils’ day trip to Dinton Pastures and 
overnight stay at our Ridgeway site during the Summer Term. 
 
Location 
Some Games sessions may take places at our local sports facilities including: Kidwells Park, 
Braywick Sports Ground and Marlow Athletics Track. To travel to these venues, the girls will 
take a coach to Braywick and Marlow, and walk to Kidwells. 
 
 
 
 



MUSIC 
 
All pupils receive one general music lesson per week, one weekly choir practice and one 
recorder lesson. The junior school is run under the principles of the Kodaly method.  All pupils 
are taught to sing in tune using the sol-fa system and enjoy a large range of games and 
activities involving active music making in lessons. 
 
In Year 3 the focus is on pitching the notes of the pentatonic scale, identifying and being 
able to write simple rhythms such as crotchets and quavers using written notation, hearing 
and identifying different instrumental timbres and trying out different instruments. In the 
Autumn Term the pupils take part in a whole school musical production. 
 
Specific topics will include:  
Tasty Tunes  
Animal magic 
Class orchestra 
Action Songs 
  
Opportunities for performance are as follows:  
● Assemblies throughout the year 
● Autumn Term – Junior Christmas Production  
● Summer Term –Junior ‘Entertainment and Prize Giving’  
● Informal music concerts  
 
Extra-curricular activities  
Junior ensemble (before school, by invitation)  
Junior Choir (lunch times) 
 
PRIVATE MUSIC TUITION  
Lessons are offered in piano, singing, guitar, flute*, oboe*, clarinet*, saxophone*, trumpet*, 
cornet*, trombone*, violin, cello and drums. Please be aware that most wind instruments 
(marked with an asterisk*) require a certain degree of orthodontic development (ie. adult 
teeth)  
 
Other instruments may be available on request. All enquiries regarding private music tuition 
should be addressed to Head of Music. dng@clairescourt.net  
 
 
LAMDA 
 
LAMDA is one of the UK’s oldest and most respected awarding organisations, offering 
practical examinations in communication and performance subjects for over 130 years. In this 
time, these qualifications have helped hundreds of thousands of candidates of all ages and 
abilities to develop lifelong skills. 

LAMDA exams are about achievement – recognising and rewarding the endeavours of each 
individual – but they are also about empowerment. The ultimate aim is to provide all people 
with the opportunity to develop life skills they need to be a success: attributes such as self-
confidence and the ability to communicate clearly and present ideas. 

In Year 3 all girls are given LAMDA lessons and have the opportunity to take LAMDA 
qualifications in the summer term. Pupils are encouraged to develop public speaking skills 
and to rehearse outside of school hours in order to achieve to their best. 
 
Our mission is to: 

• Improve standards in communication through the spoken word 

mailto:dng@clairescourt.net


• Foster an appreciation of literature, poems and drama 
• Acknowledge levels of achievement 
• Support the creative, intellectual and social development of the individual as a whole 

 
Preparation for an examination will: 

• Unlock the imagination and creative-thinking 
• Develop communication skills 
• Refine technical skills and artistry 
• Promote team working 
 

The examinations themselves provide candidates with an opportunity to: 
• Measure progress against an international standard 
• Make contact with expert practitioner examiners outside the immediate teaching 
   environment 
• Build self-confidence and self-esteem 
• Acquire skill certification for career development 
• Receive critical appraisal and guidance for future development 
 
 

FRENCH 
 
At Claires Court we believe the learning of French is more than just the study of a language; it 
is the study and celebration of a wonderful country, its people, its culture and its traditions. 
 
Girls have two 35 minute lessons of French each week, taught by either a subject specialist or 
a native speaker. The language is taught through the four key skill areas of speaking, listening, 
reading and writing, using a highly communicative approach. There is a big focus on 
communication so pair work, group work and games are commonplace during lessons. 
Lessons will frequently use interactive whiteboard software and many of the interactive and 
online learning resources to reinforce vocabulary. These websites are also made available to 
pupils so that they continue or extend their own learning at home. There is also some focus on 
French cultural traditions.  
 
Our approach with language learning is designed to produce confident linguists who can 
enjoy the benefits of being able to communicate in another language and who are open to 
other cultures and ways of life. 
 
 
INFORMATION SKILLS 
 
The aim of the Information Skills lessons is to familiarise pupils with the resources available to 
them in the School Library and to support the development of cross curricular study skills. The 
focus is to enable pupils to use the library effectively, to promote independent learning and 
to encourage leisure reading. 
 

“If you are going to get anywhere in life, you have to read a lot of books” 
Roald Dahl 

 
What you will be learning through the year… 
 
AUTUMN TERM 

• Using the Library: procedures, library rules and layout. 
• Fiction and Non-Fiction: differences, location and parts of a book. 

 
 



SPRING TERM: 
• Fiction: authors and finding books 
• World Book Day activities, including competitions. 

 
SUMMER TERM: 

• Greenaway Medal Shadowing activities 
• Non-Fiction: How Non-Fiction is arranged and the using the Reference section. 

                                           
            How you will learn… 

The pupils attend three lessons a term in the Junior Library, learning through practical 
activities, discussion and project work. Progress is monitored through the completion of class 
work. 

 
 

School Librarian: Mrs P Copeman: pac@clairescourt.net 
Library Assistant: Mrs L Kirkup: lak@clairescourt.net 

 
“I never had a care that an hour’s reading could not dispel.” 
Montesquieu (French philosopher and social commentator) 

 
 

ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING 
 
A series of standardised tests are carried out in the first few weeks of term called InCAs 
(Interactive Computerised Assessment system). These assessments evaluate performance, 
monitor progress and indicate developed ability in specific and helpful ways. The girls are 
assessed via short quizzes and are tested on their English skills, maths skills and verbal and non 
verbal reasoning. 
 
Check-ups and informal tests in most subjects take place from time to time, culminating in our 
main school examinations in the Summer Term, which include Progress in Mathematics (PIM) 
and Progress in English (PIE) assessments. All the data collected will help us analyse your 
daughter’s performance in school. 
 
There are three parents’ evenings and work viewings a year; one each term. Regular, written 
reports are issued throughout the year. However, parents wishing to discuss their daughter’s 
progress with staff at any stage of the year are encouraged to make an appointment via the 
School Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOMEWORK  
 
At Claires Court Junior Girls, we have a project-based homework to aid the girls in their 
development of key learning skills including, independent thinking, creativity and thinking 
critically. This gives more opportunities for extending pupils’ minds and allows them to lead 
their own learning linked to their topic.  
 
At Claires Court we recognise that our pupils work hard and have long days at School. 
Homework is not intended to add extra pressure or anxiety. Its role is to reinforce the learning 
that has taken place at School. Homework is a discipline we want the girls to get into a 
routine of doing. Some homework activities do not always involve writing and may take the 
form of a game, where you can enjoy playing the various metacognitive aspects of the topic 
with your daughter. Time should be limited to 20-30 minutes in total. 
 
To ease the transition from Lower Juniors to Upper Juniors, the amount homework will remain 
the same as Year 2. In addition to daily reading, phonics tins (as and when needed), maths 
tins twice a week and spelling three times a week, the girls will be set a reading activity, 
spelling sentences and Mathletics once a week. There is an expectation of 3-4 tasks being 
completed per term for the Homework Grid (project linked to topic). In addition, every girl will 
have a homework book which will be used to target specific learning for individuals. This will 
be used as and when the teacher identifies an area for further consolidation or practise. This 
could include mental maths skills, handwriting, problem solving etc. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

  

As Mathematicians we will be looking at timelines and ordering events 
chronologically. We will be looking at how Stone Age people counted and 
use the symbols to work out our own calculations. We will explore how the 
Stone Age people measured time and length and if they had seasons. We 
will look at the dimensions of historical landmarks and try to imagine the 
technical skills involved in their buildings and structures. 

The Big Idea: When did the Stone Age begin? What was it like 
growing up during the Stone Age times? As anthropologists, we 
will dig up and reveal the history of Stonehenge and explore 
artefacts and how they were used. We will go on a journey 
with Ug: Boy Genius of the Stone Age as he is faced with the 
limitations of the world he lives in. 

Year 3 Stones and Bones 

Autumn Term 

As Language Specialists we will follow Ug: Boy Genius of the Stone Age and 
Stig of the Dump where we will be taking a step back in time to experience 
what life was like for Ug. As writers we will create our own comic strips, 
newspaper reports, poems and play scripts to illustrate the different events in 
the story. We will have fun hot seating characters so that we can explore the 
story in detail and empathise for the characters and their situations they 
experience. We will collaborate and communicate together to create and 
perform short plays to illustrate scenarios and events. We will compare different 
texts and writing styles used to portray characters, settings and events. 

As Artists and 
Designers, we will be 
exploring a range of 
tools to design and 

make our own wheels 
and Stone Age pottery 
for a specific purpose. 

We will be learning how 
to use different 

materials to make 
marks and express 

ourselves through cave 
paintings. We will be 

learning about the diet 
of the Stone Age 

people and create our 
own menu and food 
using this knowledge. 

Across the Curriculum: 
Computing: We will be 
using ICT to create our 
own Stone Age game 
using coding skills. 
PSHEE: We will be 
focusing on roles within 
the community, role 
models and 
recognising the 
consequences of our 
behaviour. 
RE: We will be learning 
about religious 
communities and the 
festivals they celebrate; 
Christmas and Diwali. 

In Geography, we will 
be using our map skills 
to locate and name 
historical landmarks, 

different countries and 
counties in England. We 

will identify similarities 
and differences of our 
local environment to 

another area of 
England. We will look at 

physical and human 
features and how the 

Stone Age people 
chose particular places 
to settle and build their 

homes. 

As Scientists, we will sort a 
variety of rocks and soils into 
categories and understand 

how they are formed. We will 
also carry out investigations to 
answer scientific questions. We 

will also identify the key 
properties of rocks and what 

makes them suitable for 
different purposes. We will 

investigate the wonder that is 
the human body, discovering 

the names of bones and 
finding out the answers to 

questions such as: How many 
bones are in the human 

body? How do our bodies 
grow and develop and what 
contributes to healthy growth 

and development? 

As Historians, we will 
explore historical 

landmarks such as 
Stonehenge and the 
daily life of the early 

Stone Age people. We 
will explore how they 

survived and how they 
behaved. We will 

explore a range of 
artefacts and how these 
can help build a story of 
their lifestyle and tools 
that they used. We will 

also explore other settlers 
and how people from 
the past evolved and 

developed. 



 

  

As Mathematicians we will look at climate statistics of countries that grow the 
cocoa bean. We will be identifying the nutritional content of some chocolate 
products and recording data onto frequency tables and charts. We will 
explore weight and measure ingredients when making a range of chocolate 
recipes. We will look at ratio for increasing quantities to cater for a party. We 
will also look at the cost of chocolate and why it varies around the world. We 
will find out about Fairtrade and discover which chocolate companies support 
the local farmer, including rates and the percentage that the farmers receive.  

The Big Idea: Where does chocolate come from? How many 
people are involved? We will be going on an exciting and mouth-
watering journey to follow the different stages involved when 
making chocolate. We will have the opportunity to get hands on 
and make our own chocolate bar flavours and discover many 
interesting traditions and facts about chocolate.    

As Language Specialists we will go on a marvellous adventure through Mr 
Wonka’s chocolate factory as we read ‘Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory’. We will explore each character and use creative language to 
describe them and imagine being in their shoes by taking part in hot 
seating and interview activities. As writers we will write a newspaper report 
on the discovery of the last Golden Ticket and interview various characters 
along the way to really understand what is must have been like to be a 
ticket winner.   

As Artists and 
Designers, we will be 

inventing our own 
chocolate bar. We will 

generate ideas by 
collecting and using 

information available, 
discussing ideas with the 
intended target group, 
drawing out our designs 

(both of the chocolate bar 
and the wrapper) and 

evaluating what we have 
produced. We will also be 
taking a brief look at the 

drawings of Quentin Blake, 
the illustrator for Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory. We 
will study Aztec designs to 

create our own.  

Across the Curriculum: 
Computing: We will be 
using ICT to design our 
chocolate bar 
packaging. We will also 
be creating posters to 
advertise them and 
animations to show the 
journey of the bean.  
PSHEE: We will be 
learning about fair 
trade, recycling and 
the environment 
RE: We will be learning 
about chocolate 
traditions around the 
world. We will also be 
looking at Easter and 
the symbolisms behind 
the festival. 

Year 3 from Bean to Bar 

Lent Term 
 

As Scientists, we will be 
learning about teeth and how 

the body uses food. We will also 
learn about grouping foods 
according to their nutritional 

content and what parts of the 
body they supply important 
vitamins and minerals to. We 

will investigate suitable 
wrappers for our chocolate bar 

to keep them fresh and 
understand how the cocoa 

content in chocolate changes 
the taste. When learning more 
about forces we will explore 

how things move on different 
surfaces and find out about 
attraction and repulsion by 

magnetic forces, investigating 
which materials are magnetic. 
We will look at compasses and 

uses of magnets. 

 

In Geography, we will 
use our prior knowledge 
in order to understand 

the locations in the 
World in which cacao 

trees grow most readily. 
We will be using atlases 

to learn new 
geographical terms such 
as equator and tropics, 

whilst identifying specific 
countries concerned 
with growing cacao 
trees. This will involve 

revising the difference 
between countries and 

continents. We will follow 
the food journey of the 

cocoa bean. 

 

As Historians, we will be 
learning about the history 

of chocolate from the 
beginning. We will use our 
investigative skills to find 
out things such as: When 

were cocoa beans 
discovered? What they 
were used for and by 

whom? We will track the 
most important events 
through the history of 
chocolate, in order to 

make a history of 
chocolate timeline.  

Who were the Aztecs? 
What influences do they 

have on us today? 

 



 

As Mathematicians we will look at money and the currency used in Africa. 
We will be learning about shapes and tessellation within patterns and using 
this knowledge to create our own African inspired tessellations. We will be 
looking at temperatures of the African climate and interpreting graphs 
and charts that illustrate the changes of weather throughout the year. We 
will be exploring animal statistics and organising data into frequency 
tables, pictograms and bar charts to represent different data. 

The Big Idea: How do humans believe that the world began? 
How were humans created? Africa is a land of marvellous 
mountains, tropical rainforests, grassy savannahs, deserts and 
rivers. It is home to many amazing creatures, flora and fauna. We 
will go on an exciting journey to discover the many wonders of 
Africa’s people and animals and how it has changed over time. 

African Adventure 

Summer Term 

As Language Specialists we will explore a variety of African stories and 
poetry and learn about their beliefs and theories of how the world came 
about. As readers we will continue to develop positive attitudes to reading 
and reflect upon the characters and the reasons they act in particular 
ways. We will discuss morals and how the stories teach us a lesson and we 
will re-enact and create our own short stories with an underlying moral. We 
will learn that African ancestors created their myths and told their stories for 
a human purpose and that the people of Africa have a rich oral storytelling 
tradition.  

As Artists and 
Designers, we will select 

and use a range of 
suitable tools to design 

and create our own 
African masks, 

instruments and range 
of tribal art. We will 

explore various artists 
such as Sarah Shiundu, 

Aboudi and David 
Ndambuki. We will 

reflect on techniques, 
colours, form and 

meaning behind their 
art.   

Across the Curriculum: 
Computing: We will be 
using ICT to create our 
own African inspired 
patterns. 
PSHEE: We will 
celebrate others and 
their cultures and 
traditions. We will also 
sharing what makes us 
special and set goals 
and challenges. 
RE: We will be learning 
about the religious 
beliefs and traditions of 
the people in Africa. 

In Geography, we will 
study the position and 

significance of the 
Tropic of Cancer, the 

Tropic of Capricorn and 
the Equator. We will 
locate Africa on the 

map and describe and 
understand key aspects 

of climate zones, 
vegetation belts, rivers 
and mountains. We will 
compare our locality 
with that of Kenya in 
terms of vegetation, 
climate and wildlife. 

As Scientists, we will 
learn about plants in our 
local environment and 

compare to those in 
Africa. We will examine 
how plants grow and 
look at their different 
techniques for seed 

dispersal. We will learn 
why different plants grow 

in different parts of the 
world depending on 

climate and conditions. 
We will understand the 
importance of the sun 
and other sources of 

light. We will also explore 
the day and night and 

how shadows are made. 

As Historians, we will be 
learning how African 

history has developed 
and identify important 
leaders from the past. 

We will be exploring the 
difficulties that the 

people of Africa faced 
in the past and present 
and compare their lives 

to our own. We will 
explore how leaders 

such as Nelson 
Mandela influenced 
the people of Africa 
and how they lived.  
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