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WELCOME TO YEAR 5 
 
Welcome to Year 5! During your daughter’s time in Year 5, she will embark on many different 
learning experiences, enabling her to become a confident and resilient learner. This 
curriculum statement is designed to provide information about what your daughter will be 
learning and how she will be learning.  
 
CLAIRES COURT ESSENTIALS 
 

 

 
 
 
Along with some of the most successful education systems in the world, our own leading 
universities and the International Baccalaureate we understand that we need to develop 
young minds that are able to think, learn both independently and collaboratively, be 
problem solvers and understand the connections between knowledge and the global world 
in which they will be active citizens. 
 
Our curriculum therefore reflects the way in which our children acquire knowledge and 
develop learning and work processes. In this booklet, you will see academic subjects, subject 
skills and knowledge have been connected via a series of topic webs. This enables teachers 
to use time in an even more creative and flexible manner. 
 
To develop the skills of independent learning, enquiry and problem solving the curriculum is 
expressed as a series of questions which can be seen within the topic webs. Answering these 
questions, challenges our young learners to research and select information to construct a 
solution. This allows us to create independent and collaborative learning opportunities 
enabling a high level of differentiation which ensures that those who need extra support 
receive it, whilst challenging those who are making more rapid progress to remain stretched 
and engaged. 
 
There is a clear focus on English and mathematics because these vital areas form the critical 
bedrock of future learning. We retain a traditional close focus on these two subjects, in terms 
of time allocated within the curriculum day. Tracking and monitoring of each girl’s level of skill 
and understanding will enable teachers to produce a detailed learning plan to target our 
young learners’ optimum progress. In addition, you will see that English and mathematics also 
appear within each topic web. 
 
 
 



Our assessment and marking processes also reflect this approach. Credit will be given for 
finding the solution, by showing that factual knowledge has been acquired and for showing 
evidence of using the various skills within our ‘Essentials’ approach. When we report to you we 
will give clear information on attainment, progress and effort, as well as the plan for the next 
phase of learning. 
 
We hope that both you and your daughter will have a happy and fulfilling time with us in  
Year 5. Our priority is your child’s happiness because we know that a happy child feels secure 
and will therefore flourish socially, emotionally and intellectually in the environment. 
 

 

 
Leanne Barlow, Head of Junior Girls  



THE YEAR 5 CURRICULUM 
 
As your daughter makes the significant transition from the Year 4 to Year 5, standards and 
expectations rise still further.  She will now be taking more responsibility for organising herself 
and her work.   
 
The year gets off to a flying start when all girls depart in late September for their first off-site 
residential ‘outward bound’ course: the Outdoor Pursuits weekend in Marchant’s Hill, 
Surrey.  Daunting as a few days away from home so early in the school year may feel, this has 
proved to be an excellent way of building team spirit and promoting initiative amongst the 
form, and helps new girls feel part of the group in no time at all!  The girls will have a 
wonderful time and will return full of determination and pride in their experiences and 
achievements.  
 
In Upper Juniors, we work on a wide-ranging curriculum which aims to: 
 

• encourage all pupils to make the best possible progress in each subject 
• promote an enjoyment of and commitment to learning 
• provide a sound basis for future education at senior level 

 
Although English and Mathematics are taught as discrete lessons, the termly topics are often 
used as a context for the literacy and numeracy skills to be taught in. The rest of the 
curriculum will be delivered within a themed approach.  
 
In September, all girls are given their homework timetable for the coming academic year. 
Each day your daughter should record any homework which has been set in her homework 
diary. Your daughter’s Form Teacher will check her homework diary regularly and use it to 
communicate any concerns regarding homework. Please check and sign your daughter’s 
homework diary daily and use it as a means of communication with the Form Teacher 
regarding any homework or related problems. 
 
 
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY SUPPORTING LEARNING 
To support learning and progression, we make good use of the Claires Court Learning 
Environment – known as the ‘Hub’. The ‘Hub’ uses Google Apps for education and other 
cloud-based software to allow pupils to work collaboratively, share ideas and communicate 
within our own ‘walled garden’. It also provides a 5GB cloud based work storage area known 
as the ‘Drive’, the great benefit of which is that work is accessible to our learners anywhere in 
the world. Samsung Chrome books, iPads and Android tablets are commonly used to support 
the girls’ learning, subsequently increasing the use of Digital Technology for a variety of 
learning experiences.  
 
 
PROBLEM SOLVING WEEK 
 
Making decisions, overcoming difficulties and risk taking are essential life skills, closely linked to 
problem solving. Working out the likely consequences for any course of action, identifying the 
pros and cons, looking at evidence and considering the alternatives are all vital when solving 
a problem. Problem solving week aims to help develop and implement these skills 
independently through a variety of activities. All will build a child’s confidence in their own 
abilities and judgement, therefore building resilience. Our Problem Solving Week takes place 
in the Summer Term and is an opportunity for our girls to explore problem solving in a range of 
situations and contexts. 
 
 



ENGLISH 
 
Our aim in English is to focus on the fundamental skills of reading, writing and speaking and 
listening. These skills are taught through a wide variety of opportunities, including reading a 
range of genres, writing extended creative pieces and many role-play and drama 
experiences. 
 
READING 
In Year 5 we develop the girls’ word reading and comprehension skills already established. 
There is an emphasis on analysing and comparing a range of genres, characters and 
language.  Individual reading from our progressive reading scheme continues. We aim to 
hear the girls read 2 or 3 times a week, still encouraging daily reading at home.  
• Am I able to offer opinions and ideas about a variety of texts? 
• Can I use a dictionary, Google, an index and library classification system to find 

information? 
• Am I able to distinguish between statement, fact and opinion? 
• Can I demonstrate my understanding of books through discussion and exploring the 

meaning of words in context? 
• Can I evaluate what I have read, making recommendations and giving reasons for my 

choices? 
• Can I compare printed stories to films? 
• Can I scan texts to gain an understanding of its meaning and style? 
• Am I able to read a wide range of texts and appreciate the use of figurative language, 

the choice of vocabulary (including specialist vocabulary in nonfiction texts)? 
 
WRITING 
The girls will continue to be taught composition, structure, vocabulary, punctuation and 
grammar skills through a series of creative and exciting activities, examining the features of 
different genres. They will be expected to have a more mature approach to the composition 
and structure of their writing, using a varied and rich vocabulary and increasing range of 
sentence structures to include higher order punctuation. 
• Am I able to plan, write and develop stories, fables, factual accounts and plays using the 

appropriate features? 
• Can I explore how word order can be changed to improve and increase the effectiveness 

of a sentence? 
• Can I adapt my writing and sentence structure to suit different audiences? 
• Am I able to draught, edit, share and present my work using a variety of software and ICT 

facilities? 
• Can I investigate poetry styles and identify different types of poetry? 
• Am I able to plan, write and develop creative writing techniques, poems, letters and 

various forms of persuasive writing? 
 
SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
We believe that speaking and listening are skills which children need to learn. This is 
developed through our “Essentials” approach of working collaboratively, sharing news, 
roleplaying, asking and answering questions and considering other people’s viewpoints and 
expressing their own opinions with confidence.  
LAMDA continues in Year 5 as part of the Junior Curriculum, in conjunction with the English 
curriculum, further developing public speaking skills and confidence in communication.  
• Can I speak and listen to others and recognise when it is appropriate to respond? 
• Can I identify different styles of speech including formal, informal and slang? 
 
SPELLING AND PHONICS 
Spelling is developed through a differentiated approach, focusing on the need of each child 
as an individual. Spellings are taught through specific spelling activities and spelling and 
dictation tests. Dictionaries and thesaurus are used to improve and edit work.  



• Can I speak and listen to others and recognise when it is appropriate to respond? 
• Can I identify different styles of speech including formal, informal and slang? 
 
HANDWRITING 
Neat and legible joined handwriting is expected to be used at all times and there is a high 
expectation of presentation of all work. 
• Is my handwriting correctly formed and joined with consistently neat presentation? 
• Can I write fluently, legibly and with increased speed? 
• Can I choose writing implements best suited to the task? 
 
READING EGGS 
Reading Eggs is an online program that uses animation, activities and reward games to keep 
children motivated to read. Children complete fun online lessons in which they learn and 
practise essential reading skills. Children gain confidence in reading independently and earn 
'golden eggs' as rewards for tasks completed. 
 
 
MATHS 
 
Our aim in maths is to ensure all girls learn mathematical skills from a range of areas with 
fundamental skills being taught progressively throughout the academic year. Girls will have a 
many opportunities to apply learned skills to a variety of different contexts, problems and 
real-life situations. We recognise the importance of repetition, and we ensure that there are 
multiple opportunities for this to occur including morning maths, rapid recall and online 
learning platforms.  Areas of maths include: 
 

• Number 
• Mental Strategies 
• Addition & Subtraction 
• Multiplication & Division 
• Fractions & Decimals 
• Geometry & Shape 
• Position & Direction 
• Statistics & Data Handling 
• Using & Applying 
• Reasoning 

 
Can you interpret negative numbers in context?  
Can you recognise and use square and cube numbers, and know the notation?  
Can you recognise and recall prime numbers? 
Are you able to use rounding to check answers and determine accuracy? 
Are you able to solve multi-step problems deciding which written method to use?  
Are you able to multiply and divide numbers and decimal numbers by 10, 100 or 1000?  
Can you multiply fractions? 
Can you relate fractions, decimals and percentages?  
Are you able to understand and use common conversions between metric and imperial?  
Can you use rules to find missing angles and lengths in shapes?  
Can you distinguish between regular and irregular polygons?  
Are you able to identify 3D shapes from 2D representations?  
Can you identify, draw, measure and compare angles to the nearest degree?  
Are you able to describe and represent the result of a reflection or translation?  
Can you complete, read and interpret information in tables, including timetables?  
Do you understand all aspects of time effectively?  
Do you know how use of a calculator effectively? 
 
 



SCIENCE 
 
Our aim in science is to teach the girls the skills of working scientifically. We teach them how 
to ask questions, make observations and carry out tests, experiments and investigations. They 
will learn to use a range of sources to answer their questions, and will gather and record data. 
The girls will find ways of carrying out fair tests and be given opportunities to make decisions in 
choosing equipment, recording observations and drawing conclusions. When reflecting on 
their learning, the girls will use scientific evidence to hypothesise, evaluate and suggest 
improvements for further scientific activities.   
 
Microorganisms, Animals Including Humans, Evolution & Inheritance, Materials, Light, 
Electricity, Living Things & Habitats 
 
 
PSHEE 
 
Regular lessons for Personal, Social and Health and Economic Education (PSHEE) help to 
promote physical and emotional well-being. These discrete sessions are supported and 
complemented by assemblies, form-time, whole school events, Pupil Voice, 3for3 Charity 
Week and a wealth of enrichment activities. These include: Residential activities, school visits, 
community involvement, sports, arts and music events together with a wide range of pupil 
leadership opportunities. PSHEE is one way in which we support the Spiritual, Moral, Social and 
Cultural development of pupils. Due to its cross-curricular nature, PSHEE plays a crucial role 
within all aspects of school life to include the weekly assemblies; a celebration assembly is 
held every week where the whole school comes together to celebrate individual and group 
achievements both inside and outside school. 
 
PSHEE teaching is based on three core themes within which there is a broad overlap and 
flexibility:  

• Health and Well-being  
• Relationships  
• Living in the Wider World to include economic well-being and being responsible 

citizens  
 
British values are actively promoted throughout the school and embedded within the PSHEE 
programme of study to ensure pupils are prepared for life in modern Britain. Pupils are 
encouraged to respect the fundamental British values, as defined by the government, of:  

• democracy – actively promoted through the School Council, Pupil Voice activities and 
the house system  

• rule of law – actively promoted through our Key Values and our Golden Rules  
• individual liberty – actively promoted through rights and responsibilities  
• mutual respect – actively promoted through our Key Values, Golden Rules and the 

Claires Court Essentials  
• tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs – actively promoted through RE 

curriculum and assemblies.  
 
Promoting means actively and sensitively challenging, pupils, staff or parents expressing 
opinions contrary to fundamental British values.  
 
Girls will have opportunities to develop the following: 
 
Study Skills 
How well do I use the Claires Court Essentials? 
Who am I and what is my individual identity? 
What are my goals, aspirations and targets for the future? 
Who are positive female role models? 



 
Personal Well Being & Safety 
What influences our choices about health and wellbeing? 
Can I recognise and respond to the feelings of others? 
What is confidentiality and how do I apply this in my life? 
What constitutes a healthy relationship? 
How do actions and behaviours affect relationships? 
What boundaries are there within relationships? 
How well do I collaborate with others? 
Can I use negotiation skills when resolving conflict?  
 
Social, Moral, Spiritual, Cultural & British Values 
What is voting? 
What is a democracy? 
What are stereotypes? 
Can I recognise the different types of relationships? 
What the similarities and differences between myself and others? 
What is bullying and discrimination? 
How do I respect the feelings and opinions of others? 
How can I manage the intensity of some feelings and conflicting emotions? 
How can I cope with bereavement, loss, grief and transitions? 
What feelings and changes are associated with puberty? 
What is a positive body image? 
How do I take care of my body? 
What emergency procedures do I need to be aware of? 
How do I assess and manage risk? 
How do I keep physically and emotionally safe? 
What is meant by independence and responsibility? 
What is the impact of peer pressure? 
 
Contribution to the School and Wider Community 
What are our Golden Rules and how well do I follow them? 
What are the topical issues concerning health and wellbeing? 
What rules and laws apply to me? 
Do I know what the consequences of anti-social behaviours are? 
What are my rights, responsibilities and duties? 
Can I resolving differences? 
What are the range of religious and ethnic identities in the UK? 
How do the media present information? 
How do people live in other places? 
 
Economic Well Being & Financial Capability  
What do I understand by the term ‘finance’? 
How is money earned and what deductions can be expected? 
What is enterprise? 
 
Careers 
Who/What do I aspire to be? 
What is a career? 
The girls will explore different career opportunities through visits from successful role models in 
our local community.  
 
 
 
 
 



HISTORY 
 
During the year, the girls will learn to use information finding skills to write about historical 
events, identifying similarities and differences between given periods in history. The girls will 
identify historically significant people and events, and describe social, cultural, religious and 
ethnic diversity in Britain and the Wider World. They will describe events using dates and 
develop chronologically secure knowledge of history, noting connections, contrasts and 
trends. The girls will have opportunities to understand the differences between primary and 
secondary sources and how different types of sources are used.  We will teach the girls to 
identify the similarities and differences between different periods, addressing and devising 
historically valid questions. 
 
 
GEOGRAPHY 
 
In geography, our aim is to teach the girls a number of geographical skills, including Human & 
Physical Geography; describing and showing understanding of weather & climate, 
landscapes, and economic activity. Map Skills; using maps, atlases, digital and computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe featured as studied. Comparison of Locations; 
study similarities and differences of contrasting regions both in the UK and around the world. 
Fieldwork; observe, measure and record the features of areas studied.   
 
 
COMPUTING 
 
ICT is embedded within the curriculum to support learning in each subject. The girls will learn 
about the following topic areas and endeavour to answer a wide range of questions, 
including: 
E-Safety  
Can I stay safe online? 
Can I use applications and communication, appropriately? 
Use of Digital Devices  
Can I access computer based learning technologies such as: Reading Eggs, Mathletics and 
Purple Mash?  
Do I know how to use computers, Chromebooks, digital cameras and tablets? 
Coding  
Can I design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals? 
Am I able to work with variables and various forms of input and output?  
Can I explain how algorithms work and detect and correct errors in algorithms and 
programs? 
 
 
ART & DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 
 
Throughout the year, girls have many opportunities to express and develop their skills and 
knowledge in Art & Design Technology. They are taught to develop their observation skills, use 
their imagination and expression, create art through use of different media, develop their 
ideas and reflect and evaluate. 
 
For more information please see the topic maps towards the end of this booklet. 
 
 
 
 
 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
All pupils are encouraged to lead a healthy, active lifestyle and take part in all Physical 
Education lessons that are offered to them. There will be at least four areas of activity 
covered throughout the term. A double lesson will be designated to Physical Education and 
an afternoon to Games each week plus one single lesson to swimming. Throughout the year 
the girls will have the opportunity to take part in Inter-House events in the following activities: 
cross country, netball, hockey, athletics and swimming and to represent the school in netball, 
hockey, football, swimming, gymnastics and athletics. 
 
AUTUMN TERM 

● Netball 
● Hockey 
● Gymnastics 
● Dance 
● Swimming 
 

LENT TERM 
● Netball 
● Hockey 
● Cross-Country 
● Indoor Athletics 
● Dance 
● Swimming 
● Football 
 

SUMMER TERM 
● Swimming 
● Athletics 
● Tennis 
● Cricket 
● Rounders: striking and fielding 

 
In Year 5, the girls will have the opportunity to trial and take part in the ISA (Independent 
Schools Association) athletics, gymnastics and swimming competitions.  
 
Outward Bound activities will be featured during the residential PGL trip to Marchant’s Hill in 
the Autumn Term and there will be the opportunity for them to attend the ski trip at the end 
of the Lent Term. 
 
Location 
Some Games sessions may take places at our local sports facilities including: Kidwells Park, 
Braywick Sports Ground and Marlow Athletics Track. To travel to these venues, the girls will 
take a coach to Braywick and Marlow, and walk to Kidwells. 
 
 
MUSIC 
 
All pupils receive one general music lesson per week and one weekly choir practice. 
 
The junior school is run under the principles of the Kodaly method.  All pupils are taught to sing 
in tune using the sol-fa system and enjoy a large range of games and activities involving 
active music making in lessons. 
 
In Year 5 the focus is on pitching the notes of both major and minor scales, identifying and 
being able to write complex rhythms including semiquaver patterns using written notation, 



and identifying time signatures including 2, 3 and 4 time. In the autumn term the pupils take 
part in a whole school musical production. 
 
Specific topics will include:  
African music 
Calypso 
Water music (linked to curriculum topics) 
Pop performances 
  
Opportunities for performance are as follows:  
● Assemblies throughout the year  
● Autumn Term – Junior Christmas Production  
● Summer Term –Junior ‘Entertainment and Prize Giving’  
● Informal music concerts  
● Bi-annual performance with Junior Boys  
 
Extra-curricular activities  
Junior ensemble (before school, by invitation)  
Junior Choir (lunch times) 
 
PRIVATE MUSIC TUITION  
Lessons are offered in piano, singing, guitar, flute*, oboe*, clarinet*, saxophone*, trumpet*, 
cornet*, trombone*, violin, cello and drums. Please be aware that most wind instruments 
(marked with an asterisk*) require a certain degree of orthodontic development (ie. adult 
teeth)  
 
Other instruments may be available on request. All enquiries regarding private music tuition 
should be addressed to Head of Music. dng@clairescourt.net  
 
 
LAMDA 
 
LAMDA is one of the UK’s oldest and most respected awarding organisations, offering 
practical examinations in communication and performance subjects for over 130 years. In this 
time, these qualifications have helped hundreds of thousands of candidates of all ages and 
abilities to develop lifelong skills. 

LAMDA exams are about achievement – recognising and rewarding the endeavours of each 
individual – but they are also about empowerment. The ultimate aim is to provide all people 
with the opportunity to develop life skills they need to be a success: attributes such as self-
confidence and the ability to communicate clearly and present ideas. 

In Year 5 all girls are given the opportunity to have LAMDA lessons and to take LAMDA 
qualifications in the summer term. Pupils are encouraged to develop public speaking skills 
and to rehearse outside of school hours in order to achieve to their best. 
 
Our mission is to: 
● Improve standards in communication through the spoken word 
● Foster an appreciation of literature, poems and drama 
● Acknowledge levels of achievement 
● Support the creative, intellectual and social development of the individual as a whole 
 
Preparation for an examination will: 
● Unlock the imagination and creative-thinking 
● Develop communication skills 
● Refine technical skills and artistry 
● Promote team working 



The examinations themselves provide candidates with an opportunity to: 
● Measure progress against an international standard 
● Make contact with expert practitioner examiners outside the immediate teaching 

environment 
● Build self-confidence and self-esteem 
● Acquire skill certification for career development 
● Receive critical appraisal and guidance for future development 
 
 
FRENCH 
 
Pupils receive one single lesson per week. At Claires Court we believe the learning of French is 
more than just the study of a language; it is the study and celebration of a wonderful country, 
its people, its culture and its traditions. 
 
Girls have two 35 minute lessons of French each week, taught by either a subject specialist or 
a native speaker. The language is taught through the four key skill areas of speaking, listening, 
reading and writing, using a highly communicative approach. There is a big focus on 
communication so pair work, group work and games are commonplace during lessons. 
Lessons will frequently use interactive whiteboard software and many of the interactive and 
online learning resources to reinforce vocabulary. These websites are also made available to 
pupils so that they continue or extend their own learning at home. There is also some focus on 
French cultural traditions.  
 
Our approach with language learning is designed to produce confident linguists who can 
enjoy the benefits of being able to communicate in another language and who are open to 
other cultures and ways of life. 
 
 
SPANISH 
 
Pupils receive 1 single lesson per week. This is an introductory course to Spanish 
 
Main topics: 

• Exchange Greetings 
• Give personal information 
• Use the calendar (days, months, birthday) 
• Understand classroom instructions 
• Count 1 to 31 
• Name school objects 
• Learn the names of animals 
• Learn the names of colours 
• Talk about school (timetable, school, subjects, food and drink) 
• Talk about the members of your family 

 
Main resources: Libro Uno and Songbook 

• Various resources from the Internet (Espresso) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LATIN 
 
Coursebook: MINIMUS by Barbara Bell 
 
Pupils receive 1 single lesson per week 
 
Meet Minimus, ‘the mouse that made Latin cool!’  We shall be following this exciting new 
Latin course, specially devised for younger pupils.  Our study of this fascinating language will 
enhance pupils’ literacy skills and linguistic awareness, develop their problem-solving 
strategies and introduce them to Classical Studies.  There are 12 chapters, each comprising:- 
Grammar and vocabulary; background information about Roman life; and a story from 
mythology, told in English. 
 
 
INFORMATION SKILLS 
 
The aim of the Information Skills lessons is to show you how to find, evaluate and use 
information sources in the School Library and beyond and to support the development of 
cross curricular learning skills. The aim is to enable you to use information effectively, to 
promote independent learning and to encourage and develop leisure reading. 

“If you are going to get anywhere in life, you have to read a lot of books” 
Roald Dahl 

 
Autumn Term 
How are books arranged in libraries? Why? What is the difference between Fiction and Non-
Fiction?  
                                             

     How you will learn… 
The pupils attend one lesson in the Lower Junior Library, learning through practical activities, 
discussion and project work. 
 

School Librarian: Mrs P Copeman: pac@clairescourt.net 
Library Assistant: Mrs L Kirkup: lak@clairescourt.net 

 
“I never had a care that an hour’s reading could not dispel.” 
Montesquieu (French philosopher and social commentator) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING 
 
A series of standardised tests are carried out in the first few weeks of term called InCAs 
(Interactive Computerised Assessment system). These assessments evaluate performance, 
monitor progress and indicate developed ability in specific and helpful ways. The girls are 
assessed via short quizzes and are tested on their English skills, maths skills and verbal and non 
verbal reasoning. A little later pupils will sit a series of Cognitive Ability Tests, the results of 
which will be communicated to parents in early November. Check-ups and informal tests in 
most subjects take place from time to time, culminating in our main school examinations in 
the Summer Term, which include Progress in Mathematics (PIM) and Progress in English (PIE) 
assessments. All the data collected will help us analyse your daughter’s performance in 
school. 
 
There are three parents’ evenings and work viewings a year; one each term. Regular, written 
reports are issued throughout the year. However, parents wishing to discuss their daughter’s 
progress with staff at any stage of the year are encouraged to make an appointment via the 
School Office. 
 
 
HOMEWORK 
 
At Claires Court Junior Girls, we have a project-based homework to aid the girls in their 
development of key learning skills including, independent thinking, creativity and thinking 
critically. This gives more opportunities for extending pupils’ minds and allows them to lead 
their own learning linked to their topic.  
 
At Claires Court we recognise that our pupils work hard and have long days at School. 
Homework is not intended to add extra pressure or anxiety. Its role is to reinforce the learning 
that has taken place at School. Homework is a discipline we want the girls to get into a 
routine of doing. Some homework activities do not always involve writing and may take the 
form of a game, where you can enjoy playing the various metacognitive aspects of the topic 
with your daughter. Time should be limited to 20-30 minutes in total. 
 
In Year 5, the girls will be set:  daily reading, phonics tins (as and when needed), maths tins 
twice a week, spelling three times a week, a reading activity twice per week, spelling 
sentences once a week and Mathletics twice a week. There is an expectation of 5-6 tasks 
being completed per term for the Homework Grid (project linked to topic). In addition, every 
girl will have a homework book which will be used to target specific learning for individuals. 
This will be used as and when the teacher identifies an area for further consolidation or 
practise. This could include mental maths skills, handwriting, problem solving etc. 
  



 

 

 

  

As Mathematicians we will be experimenting with reflection, symmetry, 

inverse and scale factors.  We will also be examining patterns in nature 

and observing how some patterns mysteriously repeat, such as the 

Fibonacci sequences and spirals. 

 

 

The Big Idea:  What if, somewhere out there, is another you 

existing and living a life similar to your own?  Do parallel 

universes exist?  What is a doppelganger?  In this fascinating 

topic we will explore what makes us who we are and 

celebrate our individuality. 

Curiouser and Curiouser 

Autumn Term 

As Language Specialists we will be looking closely at Lewis Carroll’s classic 

‘Alice in Wonderland’.  We will compare different adaptations of the text 

and consider how the authors have used language and the impact that it 

has on the reader.  We will examine texts which allow us to envisage an 

alternate reality, such as, ‘The Wizard of Oz’ by L. Frank Baum, ‘Through the 

Magic Mirror’ by Anthony Browne and ‘Doppelganger’ by Maggie Smith.  

We will also analyse biographical writing and undertake our own class 

biographies. 

As Artists and 

Designers, we will take 

inspiration from Alice in 

Wonderland looking at 

the original illustrations 

of John Tenniel and the 

modern sculptures of 

Peter Smith. 

 

 

 

 

 

Across the Curriculum: 

Computing: We will 

research animations of 

Alice in Wonderland 

and explore the notion 

of alternate cyber-

selves and the 

importance of e-safety. 

PSHEE: We will look at 

how we see ourselves 

and consider how other 

people view us. 

RE: We will examine 

how faith, belief and 

religion can shape who 

we are and how we 

view the world. 

 

 

 

As Geographers we will 

be asking if there is a 

difference between the 

British Isles, the UK and 

Great Britain.  We will 

consider the possible 

consequences of the 

UK leaving the 

European Union and 

whether it is better to 

remain part of a wider 

province.   

We will explore the 

geographical diversity 

of our country looking 

at coasts, mountains 

and rivers. 

As Scientists, we will ask 

whether the Victorians 

were healthy and 

consider the impact on 

disease control of 

Joseph Lister. 

We will examine the 

importance of the 

Great Exhibition and 

investigate Victorian 

inventions and 

inventors. 

 

 

As Historians, we will 

focus on Victorian 

Britain and explore the 

idea and 

characteristics of 

‘Britishness’. 

We will be examining 

the impact of Great 

Britons, such as Dr 

Barnardo and Charles 

Dickens as well as 

leaders of the Industrial 

Revolution. 

 

 



 

 

 

  

As Mathematicians we will examine the importance of World War Two 

code breakers, such as Alan Turing and his Enigma machine.  We will look 

at code breaking devices through history and create our own codes to 

relay important information. 

 

The Big Idea:  We will ask ourselves: Are some wars necessary?  

Are some battles unwinnable?  We will examine the nature of 

conflict and explore how some of the greatest battles in history 

have helped to shape our world today. 

Keep Calm and Carry On 

Lent Term 

As Language Specialists we will be studying film and theatre interpretations 

of ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’ by Michelle Magorian.  Other literature studies will 

see us analysing the impact of ‘The Diary of Anne Frank’ as well as 

examining other perspectives of war as documented in the poetry of 

Wilfred Owen and Alfred Lord Tennyson. 

As Artists and 

Designers, we will take 

inspiration from the 

propaganda posters of 

World War Two and 

create our own ‘Keep 

calm’ slogans. 

We will research the 

war artists of WWII and 

examine how they 

helped to convey the 

realities of war. 

 

 

Across the Curriculum: 

Computing: We will 

create our own 

propaganda posters 

using publishing tools.  

We will research the 

history of computers 

and the importance of 

the Enigma Code 

machine. 

PSHEE: We will explore 

how to manage our 

feelings and emotions. 

RE: We will explore the 

values, beliefs and 

traditions of Judaism. 

 

 

 

As Geographers we will 

be considering the 

location and 

contribution of the key 

countries in World War 

II.  Which countries 

formed the Axis?  

Which countries were 

the Allies? 

We will also examine 

the impact of the war 

beyond Europe. 

 

 

As Scientists, we will 

examine the impact of 

rationing on the health 

of the population and 

investigate whether the 

‘Dig for Victory’ 

campaign was 

successful. 

We will experiment with 

materials to discover 

the best method to 

‘black-out’ windows. 

 

 

As Historians, we will 

examine the historic 

events that led to the 

outbreak of World War 

II. We will research and 

reflect on one of the 

most important 

confrontations of the 

war: The Battle of 

Britain.   

We will consider the 

effects of the war on 

the people of Britain 

and beyond and how 

the infrastructure of 

Britain changed as a 

result. 

 



 

 

As Mathematicians we will focus on volume and capacity.  We will 

investigate water use around the school and ask how much water we 

consume on a daily basis.  We will collect data and create graphs about 

daily/weekly rainfall and suggest ways to harvest rainwater.  We will 

explore bodies of water around the globe and determine what 

percentage of the Earth is covered in water.     

The Big Idea: We will set out to find how important water is to 

life on earth as well as investigating its uses and properties. 

Water can be as gentle as falling snow or as powerful as a 

raging river. There is so much to find out, the possibilities are 

endless. 

A Drop In The Ocean 

Summer Term 

As Language Specialists our focus will be on the ‘Seven Voyages of Sinbad 

the Sailor’ from the classic ‘Arabian Nights’ tales.  We will look at modern 

retellings of the stories by Marcia Williams and James Riordan.  We will 

examine the imagery in poems about the sea, such as, ‘Sea Fever’ by John 

Masefield and ‘The Rime of the Ancient Mariner’ by Coleridge.  We will also 

study the structure of explanation texts during our work on the water cycle. 

As Artists and 

Designers, we will take 

inspiration from the 

‘Pool Paintings’ of 

David Hockney and the 

‘Water Lilies’ series by 

Claude Monet and 

examine how water is 

portrayed in art.  We 

will work with different 

media to create the 

illusion of water 

 

Across the Curriculum: 

Computing: We will use 

data loggers to track 

temperature and use 

spreadsheets to display 

and analyse our results.  

We will create 

presentations on the 

water cycle. 

PSHEE: We will look at 

the work of WaterAid in 

providing access to 

safe water and think 

about how we can 

help. 

RE: We will explore the 

symbolism of water in 

religion. 

 

 

 

As Geographers we will 

be considering the 

importance of water 

from the source to the 

ocean.  We will 

examine how water, or 

lack of it, affects 

people around the 

world and investigate 

the damage that water 

can cause.  We will 

research local water 

sources and assess how 

they are used.  We will 

look at why it is 

necessary to treat 

water and how it takes 

place. 

As Scientists, we will 

examine the 

importance of the 

water cycle, looking at 

where water comes 

from and where it goes.  

We will investigate with 

heating and cooling 

water to understand 

the processes of 

condensation and 

evaporation.  We will 

consider the states of 

matter and how to 

identify them. 

 

As Historians, we will 

explore famous sea 

voyages, such as those 

of Captain James Cook 

and Christopher 

Columbus as well as 

examining the 

importance of ships 

such as The Mayflower 

and the Cutty Sark.  

How have these 

voyages helped to 

develop our 

knowledge of the 

world? 
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