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WELCOME TO YEAR 6 
 
 
Welcome to Year 6! During your daughter’s time in Year 6, she will embark on many different 
learning experiences, enabling her to become a confident and resilient learner. This 
curriculum statement is designed to provide information about what your daughter will be 
learning and how she will be learning.  
 
CLAIRES COURT ESSENTIALS 

 
 

 
 
Along with some of the most successful education systems in the world, our own leading 
universities and the International Baccalaureate we understand that we need to develop 
young minds that are able to think, learn both independently and collaboratively, be 
problem solvers and understand the connections between knowledge and the global world 
in which they will be active citizens. 
 
Our curriculum therefore reflects the way in which our children acquire knowledge and 
develop learning and work processes. In this booklet you will see academic subjects, subject 
skills and knowledge have been connected via a series of topic webs. This enables teachers 
to use time in an even more creative and flexible manner. 
 
To develop the skills of independent learning, enquiry and problem solving the curriculum is 
expressed as a series of questions which can be seen within the topic webs. Answering these 
questions, challenges our young learners to research and select information to construct a 
solution. This allows us to create independent and collaborative learning opportunities 
enabling a high level of differentiation which ensures that those who need extra support 
receive it, whilst challenging those who are making more rapid progress to remain stretched 
and engaged. 
 
There is a clear focus on English and mathematics because these vital areas form the critical 
bedrock of future learning. We retain a traditional close focus on these two subjects, in terms 
of time allocated within the curriculum day. Tracking and monitoring of each girl’s level of skill 
and understanding will enable teachers to produce a detailed learning plan to target our 
young learners’ optimum progress. In addition, you will see that English and mathematics also 
appear within each topic web. 
 



Our assessment and marking processes also reflect this approach. Credit will be given for 
finding the solution, by showing that factual knowledge has been acquired and for showing 
evidence of using the various skills within our ‘Essentials’ approach. When we report to you we 
will give clear information on attainment, progress and effort, as well as the plan for the next 
phase of learning. 
 
We hope that both you and your daughter will have a happy and fulfilling time with us in  
Year 6. Our priority is your child’s happiness because we know that a happy child feels secure 
and will therefore flourish socially, emotionally and intellectually in the environment. 
 

 

Leanne Barlow, Head of Junior Girls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE YEAR 6 CURRICULUM 
 
TOP JUNIORS AT LAST! 
Year 6 is a hard-working class, a time of preparation for end of year exams; a time of growing 
up, becoming more self-reliant and taking on school responsibilities; a time of anticipation 
about the future; but above all, a time on which many pupils will look back as one of their 
happiest and most fulfilling school years. 
 
Building on from the Year 5 Outward Bound trip, the Year 6 girls spend a week away on a field 
study trip in Osmington Bay, Dorset. During this time they learn to apply knowledge of science 
and geography in a practical environment. 
 
The homework diary with which the girls are issued at the beginning of each year now 
becomes the life-line by which pupils, staff and parents can keep abreast of the various 
homework tasks being set by different members of staff.  No girl should find herself spending 
more than 30 minutes on her daily homework, but all staff will expect prompt and regular 
completion of the work set.  We ask that parents check and sign their daughter’s homework 
diary each day and use it as a means of communication with me regarding any homework 
or related problems. 
 
As always the Upper Junior Department will aim to: 

• encourage all pupils to make the best possible progress in each subject 
• promote an enjoyment of and commitment to learning 
• provide a sound basis for future education at senior level 

 
Although English and Mathematics are taught as discrete lessons, the termly topics are often 
used as a context for the literacy and numeracy skills to be taught in. The rest of the 
curriculum will be delivered within a topic themed approach.  
 
In September, all girls are given their homework timetable for the coming academic year. 
Each day your daughter should record any homework which has been set in her homework 
diary. Your daughter’s Form Teacher will check her homework diary regularly and use it to 
communicate any concerns regarding homework. Please check and sign your daughter’s 
homework diary daily and use it as a means of communication with the Form Teacher 
regarding any homework or related problems. 
 
If you have any queries please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
 
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY SUPPORTING LEARNING 
 
To support learning and progression, we make good use of the Claires Court Learning 
Environment – known as the ‘Hub’. The ‘Hub’ uses Google Apps for education and other 
cloud-based software to allow pupils to work collaboratively, share ideas and communicate 
within our own ‘walled garden’. It also provides a 5GB cloud based work storage area known 
as the ‘Drive’, the great benefit of which is that work is accessible to our learners anywhere in 
the world. Samsung Chromebooks, iPads and Android tablets are commonly used to support 
the girls’ learning, subsequently increasing the use of Digital Technology for a variety of 
learning experiences.  
 
 
 
 
 



PROBLEM SOLVING WEEK 
 
Making decisions, overcoming difficulties and risk taking are essential life skills, closely linked to 
problem solving. Working out the likely consequences for any course of action, identifying the 
pros and cons, looking at evidence and considering the alternatives are all vital when solving 
a problem. Problem solving week aims to help develop and implement these skills 
independently through a variety of activities. All will build a child’s confidence in their own 
abilities and judgement, therefore building resilience. Our Problem Solving Week takes place 
in the Summer Term and is an opportunity for our girls to explore problem solving in a range of 
situations and contexts. 
 
 
ENGLISH 
 
Our aim in English is to focus on the fundamental skills of reading, writing and speaking and 
listening. These skills are taught through a wide variety of opportunities, including reading a 
range of genres, writing extended creative pieces and many role-play and drama 
experiences. 
 
READING 
In Year 6 we continue to develop the girls’ word reading and comprehension skills already 
established. It is important that they work their way through various books of different genres. 
Individual reading from our progressive reading scheme continues. We aim to hear the girls 
read 2 or 3 times a week, still encouraging daily reading at home.  
• In discussions about our class reader, can I make simple, plausible inferences about events 

and information, using evidence from the text? 
• Can I read expressively by changing my pitch, rhythm, volume and tone? 
• Can I read longer stories which require greater concentration, scanning for information 

and summarising the events? 
• Can I comment critically on a writer’s word choices and the overall effect of the text on 

the reader? 
 
WRITING 
The girls will continue to be taught composition, structure, vocabulary, punctuation and 
grammar skills through a series of creative and exciting activities, examining the features of 
different genres and showing awareness of the needs of the reader. They will be expected to 
have a more mature approach to the composition and structure of their writing, using a 
varied and rich vocabulary and increasing range of sentence structures to include higher 
order punctuation. 
• Can I identify the language features in personal writing such as autobiographies, 

biographies and diary extracts and use them in my own writing? 
• Can I use the thesaurus as a tool for researching more ambitious vocabulary to use in my 

writing? 
• Can I proofread pieces of writing and identify spelling, punctuation and grammatical 

errors? 
• Am I able to plan draft and edit my own writing? 
• Can I decide when to use formal and informal styles of writing? 
• Do I understand the language features of both balanced and persuasive arguments and 

write evidence based arguments to good effect? 
• Can I identify and write different types of sentences including simple, compound and 

complex? 
• Can I apply a range of punctuation accurately to my writing to make it clearer to read? 
• Can I organise my writing into relevant paragraphs and use cohesion within and between 

paragraphs? 
 



SPEAKING AND LISTENING 
We believe that speaking and listening are skills which children need to learn. This is 
developed through our “Essentials” approach of working collaboratively, sharing news, 
roleplaying, asking and answering questions and considering other people’s viewpoints and 
expressing their own opinions with confidence.  LAMDA continues in Year 6 as part of the 
Junior Curriculum, in conjunction with the English curriculum, further developing public 
speaking skills and confidence in communication.  
• Can I discuss topics in small and large groups, listening carefully and putting my opinion 

across with confidence? 
• Can I recite poems, retell stories and capture the attention of my audience? 
• Can I prepare and deliver a speech which will hold the interest of my audience? 
 
SPELLING AND PHONICS 
Spelling is developed through a differentiated approach, focusing on the need of each child 
as an individual. Spellings are taught through specific spelling activities and spelling and 
dictation tests. Dictionaries and thesaurus are used to improve and edit work.  
• Can I identify parts of the words and find strategies to help me when spelling new and 

challenging words? 
• Am I able to explore spelling patterns and formulate rules to improve my spelling? 
 
HANDWRITING 
Neat and legible joined handwriting is expected to be used at all times and there is a high 
expectation of presentation of all work. 
• Is my handwriting correctly formed and joined with consistently neat presentation? 
• Can I write fluently, legibly and with increased speed? 
• Can I choose writing implements best suited to the task? 
 
READING EGGS 
Reading Eggs is an online program that uses animation, activities and reward games to keep 
children motivated to read. Children complete fun online lessons in which they learn and 
practise essential reading skills. Children gain confidence in reading independently and earn 
'golden eggs' as rewards for tasks completed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MATHS 
 
Our aim in maths is to ensure all girls learn mathematical skills from a range of areas with 
fundamental skills being taught progressively throughout the academic year. Girls will have a 
many opportunities to apply learned skills to a variety of different contexts, problems and 
real-life situations. We recognise the importance of repetition, and we ensure that there are 
multiple opportunities for this to occur including morning maths, rapid recall and online 
learning platforms.  Areas of maths include: 

• Number 
• Mental Strategies 
• Addition & Subtraction 
• Multiplication & Division 
• Fractions & Decimals 
• Geometry & Shape 
• Position & Direction 
• Statistics & Data Handling 
• Using & Applying 
• Reasoning 

 
Can you use negative numbers to calculate intervals across zero?   
Are you able to add/subtract/multiply and divide using written methods, including 
decimals?   
Can you compare and order fractions of any size, using factors to simplify?   
Can you add and subtract fractions with different denominators and mixed numbers?   
Are you able to multiply simple pairs of proper fractions?   
Are you able to divide proper fractions by whole numbers?   
Can you solve problems involving the calculation of percentages?   
Can you solve problems which require knowing fraction, decimal and percentage 
equivalents?   
Are you able to solve problems with ratio using multiplication and division facts?   
Can you solve problems involving shapes where the scale factor is known?   
Can you solve problems involving proportion, using knowledge of fractions and multiples?   
Are you able to use simple formulae (eg for area and perimeter)?   
Are you able to express missing number problems algebraically?   
Can you convert units of measure including miles and kilometres?   
Can you calculate and compare the volume of shapes?   
Can you find missing angles in triangles, quadrilaterals and regular polygons?   
Can you describe the position of, translate and reflect shapes on a full co-ordinate grid?  
Are you able to construct and interpret pie charts?   
Can you calculate averages?   
 
 
SCIENCE 
 
Our aim in science is to teach the girls the skills of working scientifically. We teach them how 
to ask questions, make observations and carry out tests, experiments and investigations. They 
will learn to use a range of sources to answer their questions, and will gather and record data. 
The girls will find ways of carrying out fair tests and be given opportunities to make decisions in 
choosing equipment, recording observations and drawing conclusions. When reflecting on 
their learning, the girls will use scientific evidence to hypothesise, evaluate and suggest 
improvements for further scientific activities.   
 
Living Things & Habitats, Animals Including Humans, Light, Evolution & Inheritance 
 
 



PSHEE 
 
Regular lessons for Personal, Social and Health and Economic Education (PSHEE) help to 
promote physical and emotional well-being. These discrete sessions are supported and 
complemented by assemblies, form-time, whole school events, Pupil Voice, 3for3 Charity 
Week and a wealth of enrichment activities. These include: Residential activities, school visits, 
community involvement, sports, arts and music events together with a wide range of pupil 
leadership opportunities. PSHEE is one way in which we support the Spiritual, Moral, Social and 
Cultural development of pupils. Due to its cross-curricular nature, PSHEE plays a crucial role 
within all aspects of school life to include the weekly assemblies; a celebration assembly is 
held every week where the whole school comes together to celebrate individual and group 
achievements both inside and outside school. 
 
PSHEE teaching is based on three core themes within which there is a broad overlap and 
flexibility:  

• Health and Well-being  
• Relationships  
• Living in the Wider World to include economic well-being and being responsible 

citizens  
 
British values are actively promoted throughout the school and embedded within the PSHEE 
programme of study to ensure pupils are prepared for life in modern Britain. Pupils are 
encouraged to respect the fundamental British values, as defined by the government, of:  

• democracy – actively promoted through the School Council, Pupil Voice activities and 
the house system  

• rule of law – actively promoted through our Key Values and our Golden Rules  
• individual liberty – actively promoted through rights and responsibilities  
• mutual respect – actively promoted through our Key Values, Golden Rules and the 

Claires Court Essentials  
• tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs – actively promoted through RE 

curriculum and assemblies.  
 
Promoting means actively and sensitively challenging, pupils, staff or parents expressing 
opinions contrary to fundamental British values.  
 
Girls will have opportunities to develop the following: 
 
Study Skills 
How well do I use the Claires Court Essentials? 
Who am I and what is my individual identity? 
What are my goals, aspirations and targets for the future? 
Who are positive female role models? 
 
Personal Well Being & Safety 
What influences our choices about health and wellbeing? 
Can I recognise and respond to the feelings of others? 
What is confidentiality and how do I apply this in my life? 
What constitutes a healthy relationship? 
How do actions and behaviours affect relationships? 
What boundaries are there within relationships? 
How well do I collaborate with others? 
Can I use negotiation skills when resolving conflict?  
How do humans reproduce? 
 
 



Social, Moral, Spiritual, Cultural & British Values 
What is voting? 
What is a democracy? 
What are stereotypes? 
Can I recognise the different types of relationships? 
What the similarities and differences between myself and others? 
What is bullying and discrimination? 
How do I respect the feelings and opinions of others? 
How can I manage the intensity of some feelings and conflicting emotions? 
How can I cope with bereavement, loss, grief and transitions? 
What feelings and changes are associated with puberty? 
What is a positive body image? 
How do I take care of my body? 
What emergency procedures do I need to be aware of? 
How do I assess and manage risk? 
How do I keep physically and emotionally safe? 
What is meant by independence and responsibility? 
What is the impact of peer pressure? 
 
Contribution to the School and Wider Community 
What are our Golden Rules and how well do I follow them? 
What are the topical issues concerning health and wellbeing? 
What rules and laws apply to me? 
Do I know what the consequences of anti-social behaviours are? 
What are my rights, responsibilities and duties? 
Can I resolving differences? 
What are the range of religious and ethnic identities in the UK? 
How do the media present information? 
How do people live in other places? 
 
Economic Well Being & Financial Capability  
What do I understand by the term ‘finance’? 
How is money earned and what deductions can be expected? 
What is enterprise? 
 
Careers 
Who/What do I aspire to be? 
What is a career? 
The girls will explore different career opportunities through visits from successful role models in 
our local community. 
 
 
HISTORY 
 
During the year, the girls will learn to use information finding skills to write about historical 
events, identifying similarities and differences between given periods in history. The girls will 
identify historically significant people and events, and describe social, cultural, religious and 
ethnic diversity in Britain and the Wider World. They will describe events using dates and 
develop chronologically secure knowledge of history, noting connections, contrasts and 
trends. The girls will have opportunities to understand the differences between primary and 
secondary sources and how different types of sources are used.  We will teach the girls to 
identify the similarities and differences between different periods, addressing and devising 
historically valid questions. 
 
 



GEOGRAPHY 
 
In geography, our aim is to teach the girls a number of geographical skills, including Human & 
Physical Geography; describing and showing understanding of weather & climate, 
landscapes, and economic activity. Map Skills; using maps, atlases, digital and computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe featured as studied. Comparison of Locations; 
study similarities and differences of contrasting regions both in the UK and around the world. 
Fieldwork; observe, measure and record the features of areas studied.   
 
 
COMPUTING 
 
ICT is embedded within the curriculum to support learning in each subject. The girls will learn 
about the following topic areas and endeavour to answer a wide range of questions, 
including: 
E-Safety  
Can I stay safe online? 
Can I use applications and communication, appropriately? 
Use of Digital Devices  
Can I access computer based learning technologies such as: Reading Eggs, Mathletics and 
Purple Mash?  
Do I know how to use computers, Chromebooks, digital cameras and tablets? 
Coding  
Can I design, write and debug programs that accomplish specific goals? 
Am I able to work with variables and various forms of input and output?  
Can I explain how algorithms work and detect and correct errors in algorithms and 
programs? 
 
 
ART & DESIGN TECHNOLOGY 
 
Throughout the year, girls have many opportunities to express and develop their skills and 
knowledge in Art & Design Technology. They are taught to develop their observation skills, use 
their imagination and expression, create art through use of different media, develop their 
ideas and reflect and evaluate. 
 
For more information please see the topic maps towards the end of this booklet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
All pupils are encouraged to lead a healthy, active lifestyle and take part in all Physical 
Education lessons that are offered to them. There will be at least four areas of activity 
covered throughout the term. A double lesson will be designated to Physical Education and 
an afternoon to Games each week plus one single lesson to swimming. Throughout the year 
the girls will have the opportunity to take part in Inter-House events in the following activities: 
cross country, netball, hockey, athletics and swimming and to represent the school in netball, 
hockey, football, swimming, gymnastics and athletics. 
 
AUTUMN TERM 

● Netball 
● Hockey 
● Gymnastics 
● Dance 
● Swimming 

 
LENT TERM 

● Netball 
● Hockey 
● Cross-Country 
● Indoor Athletics 
● Dance 
● Swimming 
● Football 

 
SUMMER TERM 

● Swimming 
● Athletics 
● Tennis 
● Cricket 
● Rounders: striking and fielding 

 
In Year 6, the girls will have the opportunity to trial and take part in the ISA (Independent 
Schools Association) athletics, gymnastics, netball and swimming competitions.  
 
Outward bound activities will be featured during the trip to Osmington Bay in the Autumn 
Term and the girls will have the opportunity to attend the ski trip that runs at the end of the 
Lent Term. 
 
Location 
Some Games sessions may take places at our local sports facilities including: Kidwells Park, 
Braywick Sports Ground and Marlow Athletics Track. To travel to these venues, the girls will 
take a coach to Braywick and Marlow, and walk to Kidwells. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MUSIC 
 
All pupils receive one general music lesson per week and one weekly choir practice. 
 
The junior school is run under the principles of the Kodaly method.  All pupils are taught to sing 
in tune using the sol-fa system and enjoy a large range of games and activities involving 
active music making in lessons. 
 
In Year 6 the focus is on writing interesting melodies, using chords and identifying and being 
able to write complex rhythms including semiquaver patterns and dotted rhythms using 
written notation. They are also introduced to the basic functions of music sequencing through 
the software Garageband. In the autumn term the pupils take part in a whole school musical 
production where they will be expected to take on the lead parts. 
 
Specific topics will include:  
Blues music 
Structures 
Electronic music  
Song Writing 
  
Opportunities for performance are as follows:  
● Assemblies throughout the year 
● Autumn Term – Junior Christmas Production  
● Summer Term –Junior ‘Entertainment and Prize Giving’  
● Informal music concerts  
● Bi-annual performance with Junior Boys  
 
Extra-curricular activities  
Junior ensemble (before school, by invitation)  
Junior Choir (lunch times) 
 
PRIVATE MUSIC TUITION  
Lessons are offered in piano, singing, guitar, flute*, oboe*, clarinet*, saxophone*, trumpet*, 
cornet*, trombone*, violin, cello and drums. Please be aware that most wind instruments 
(marked with an asterisk*) require a certain degree of orthodontic development (ie. adult 
teeth).  Other instruments may be available on request. All enquiries regarding private music 
tuition should be addressed to Head of Music. dng@clairescourt.net  
 
 
LAMDA 
 
LAMDA is one of the UK’s oldest and most respected awarding organisations, offering 
practical examinations in communication and performance subjects for over 130 years. In this 
time, these qualifications have helped hundreds of thousands of candidates of all ages and 
abilities to develop lifelong skills. 
LAMDA exams are about achievement – recognising and rewarding the endeavours of each 
individual – but they are also about empowerment. The ultimate aim is to provide all people 
with the opportunity to develop life skills they need to be a success: attributes such as self-
confidence and the ability to communicate clearly and present ideas. 

In Year 6 all girls are given the opportunity to have LAMDA lessons and to take LAMDA 
qualifications in the summer term. Pupils are encouraged to develop public speaking skills 
and to rehearse outside of school hours in order to achieve to their best. 
 
Our mission is to: 



• Improve standards in communication through the spoken word 
• Foster an appreciation of literature, poems and drama 
• Acknowledge levels of achievement 
• Support the creative, intellectual and social development of the individual as a whole 
 
Preparation for an examination will: 
• Unlock the imagination and creative-thinking 
• Develop communication skills 
• Refine technical skills and artistry 
• Promote team working 
 
The examinations themselves provide candidates with an opportunity to: 
• Measure progress against an international standard 
• Make contact with expert practitioner examiners outside the immediate teaching 
environment 
• Build self-confidence and self-esteem 
• Acquire skill certification for career development 
• Receive critical appraisal and guidance for future development 
 
 
FRENCH 
 
At Claires Court we believe the learning of French is more than just the study of a language; it 
is the study and celebration of a wonderful country, its people, its culture and its traditions. 
 
Girls have one 35 minute lesson of French each week, taught by either a subject specialist or 
a native speaker. The language is taught through the four key skill areas of speaking, listening, 
reading and writing, using a highly communicative approach. There is a big focus on 
communication so pair work, group work and games are commonplace during lessons. 
Lessons will frequently use interactive whiteboard software and many of the interactive and 
online learning resources to reinforce vocabulary. These websites are also made available to 
pupils so that they continue or extend their own learning at home. There is also some focus on 
French cultural traditions.  Our approach with language learning is designed to produce 
confident linguists who can enjoy the benefits of being able to communicate in another 
language and who are open to other cultures and ways of life. 
 
 
SPANISH 
 
Pupils receive 1 single lesson per week.  
 
Main topics include: 

● Giving personal information in more detail (age, birthday, family, pets, preferred  
colour, sport and hobbies) 

● Holidays: thinking about the lives of Spanish people with different values and customs 
and reflect upon own travel experiences in a foreign country 

● Talking about their own house 
● Describing someone (adjectives) 
● Naming different places and transport, and asking for directions (question words) 
● Food: buying food and ordering a menu and drinks 
● Naming body parts and role-play at the doctor’s surgery 
● Shopping for clothes 

 
Main resources: Libro Uno and Songbook, various resources from the internet 



LATIN 
 
Pupils receive 1 lesson per week 
 
Coursebook:   MINIMUS SECUNDUS by Barbara Bell 
 
There are 12 chapters, each comprising:- Grammar and Vocabulary, Background Information 
about Roman life and a story from mythology, told in English. 
 
 
INFORMATION SKILLS 
 
The aim of the Information Skills lessons is to familiarise pupils with the resources available to 
them in the School Library and to support the development of cross curricular study skills. The 
focus is to enable pupils to use the library effectively, to promote independent learning and 
to encourage leisure reading. 
 

“If you are going to get anywhere in life, you have to read a lot of books” 
Roald Dahl 

 
What you will be learning through the year… 
 
AUTUMN TERM 
Using the Library: Library scavenger hunts and joining your local library 
Non-Fiction: using the Dewey Decimal Classification system 
 
SPRING TERM: 
Fiction: authors and genres. 
World Book Day activities, including competitions. 
 
SUMMER TERM: 
Greenaway Medal Shadowing activities 
Non-Fiction: using non-fiction sources including copyright issues, plagiarism and bibliography 
Choosing your next book 
Postcard to your Senior School Librarian 
 
How you will learn… 
The pupils attend three lessons a term in the Junior Library, learning through practical 
activities, discussion and project work. Progress is monitored through the completion of class 
work. There will be an extra lesson in the Summer Term, preparing the girls for their Senior 
School. 

School Librarian: Mrs P Copeman: pac@clairescourt.net 
Library Assistant: Mrs L Kirkup: lak@clairescourt.net 

 
“I never had a care that an hour’s reading could not dispel.” 
Montesquieu (French philosopher and social commentator) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING 
 
A series of standardised tests are carried out in the first few weeks of term called InCAs 
(Interactive Computerised Assessment system). These assessments evaluate performance, 
monitor progress and indicate developed ability in specific and helpful ways. The girls are 
assessed via short quizzes and are tested on their English skills, maths skills and verbal and non 
verbal reasoning. Check-ups and informal tests in most subjects take place from time to time, 
culminating in our main school examinations in the Summer Term, which include Progress in 
Mathematics (PIM) and Progress in English (PIE) assessments. All the data collected will help us 
analyse your daughter’s performance in school. 
 
There are three parents’ evenings and work viewings a year; one each term. Regular, written 
reports are issued throughout the year. However, parents wishing to discuss their daughter’s 
progress with staff at any stage of the year are encouraged to make an appointment via the 
School Office. 
 
 
HOMEWORK 
 
At Claires Court Junior Girls, we have a project-based homework to aid the girls in their 
development of key learning skills including, independent thinking, creativity and thinking 
critically. This gives more opportunities for extending pupils’ minds and allows them to lead 
their own learning linked to their topic.  
 
At Claires Court we recognise that our pupils work hard and have long days at School. 
Homework is not intended to add extra pressure or anxiety. Its role is to reinforce the learning 
that has taken place at School. Homework is a discipline we want the girls to get into a 
routine of doing. Some homework activities do not always involve writing and may take the 
form of a game, where you can enjoy playing the various metacognitive aspects of the topic 
with your daughter. Time should be limited to 20-30 minutes in total. 
 
In Year 6, the girls will be set: daily reading, phonics tins (as and when needed), maths tins 
twice a week, spelling three times a week, a reading activity 2-3 times per week, spelling 
sentences once a week and Mathletics and Reading Eggs twice a week. There is an 
expectation of 5-6 tasks being completed per term for the Homework Grid (project linked to 
topic). In addition, every girl will have a homework book which will be used to target specific 
learning for individuals. This will be used as and when the teacher identifies an area for further 
consolidation or practise. This could include mental maths skills, handwriting, problem solving 
etc. 
 
 

 



 

 

  

 
As Mathematicians we will use our inquiry skills to find out what the largest 
and smallest aspects of the Amazon are. We will use our measuring skills to 
compare and contrast. Our data handling skills will be used to present our 
findings in a variety ways. 

 

 

The Big Idea: How long is the Amazon River? What percentage 
of the rainforest is cut down every day? Does deforestation 
affect us? If so, how? How long does it take to walk Inca trail? 
The trail meanders through high cloud forests giving the 
explorer dramatic viewpoints of mountains. 

Amazon Adventures 

Autumn Term 

As Language Specialists we will use our research and retrieval skills to find 
out about the Amazon rainforest and river. We will investigate and discuss 
issues surrounding deforestation and we will write persuasive letters as a 
result. We will read the Journey to the River Sea by Eve Ibbotsen which will 
inspire us to create our own adventure stories. We will also create our own 
Amazon encyclopaedia. 

As Artists and 
Designers, we will 

investigate the art of 
the Inca civilisation and 

be inspired to create 
our own head dresses, 
tunics, jewellery and 

pottery.   

We will create our own 
persuasive posters 

linked to our research 
and debates. 

 

 

 

 

 

Across the Curriculum: 
Computing: We will 
create our own 
animations showing 
how animals, plants 
and microorganisms 
adapt to their 
surroundings.   
PSHEE: We will learn 
what being 
independent means 
and learn to take on 
more responsibility 
within our community.                      
RE: Will we look at the 
similarities and 
differences between 
some religions.          

 

 

As Geographers we will 
follow the trail of the 

Amazon River, learning 
about the countries 

and climates along its 
route. We will compare 
and contrast this river 
with the River Wey in 

Weymouth. 

As Scientists, we will ask 
explore the 

reproduction of living 
things including plants, 

animals and 
microorganisms in the 
Amazon. We will use 
our knowledge and 

understanding of fossils 
to investigate how they 
change over time. We 

will find out how 
animals and plants 

have adapted to their 
surroundings. 

 

As Historians, we will 
find out about the 

Maya civilisation, its 
ancient origins and why 

it disappeared. The 
Inca trail will enable us 
to use our investigative 

and research skills to 
answer questions about 

who discovered the 
trail and Machu Picchu 

and how it is now 
preserved. 

 



 

 

  

 
As Mathematicians we will investigate how mathematics has been used to 
prove the unexplained? We will use our knowledge and understanding of 
coordinates to discover more about the Bermuda Triangle and the voyage 
of the Mary Celeste. 

 

 

The Big Idea: As investigators we will attempt to find the 
answers to many unexplained phenomena such as: What 
happened to the Mary Celeste? Is the Loch Ness Monster real? 
We will present our findings to our parents using a variety of 
media. 

The Unexplained 

Lent Term 

As Language Specialists we will investigate people’s viewpoints on a 
variety of phenomena and find out the differences between opinion and 
evidence. We will hold debates about the Loch Ness Monster, the Bermuda 
Triangle and the Mary Celeste. 

As Artists and 
Designers, we will 

discover the work of 
MC Esher and be 

inspired to create our 
own optical illusion 

pieces.  

We will develop our 
photography skills by 

recreating famous 
pieces of unexplained 

phenomena.  

 

 

 

 

 

Across the Curriculum: 
 
Computing: We will 
investigate the power 
of editing photographs                  

PSHEE: We will learn 
what it means to be 
assertive and we will 
hone our debating skills                                    

RE: We will explore the 
current religious affairs 
and how they affect 
our world.         

 

As Geographers we will 
use maps to plot 

unexplained 
phenomena, extending 

our knowledge and 
understanding of 

latitude, longitude, 
different time zones, the 

equator and polar 
circles 

As Scientists, we will 
consider how light 

affects our perception 
and what we see. We 
will discover optical 

illusions and how they 
can be used.  

We will also learn about 
the wonders of our 

human body, paying 
particular attention to 
the circulatory system 

and the impact of diet.  

 

 

As Historians, we will 
use our investigative 

and inquiry skills to find 
out all about the Mary 

Celeste. We will use 
reasoning skills to 
understand the 

different interpretations 
people have and why. 

 



 

 
As Mathematicians we will use our skills to develop our understanding of 
the value of money and saving. We will research the stock market and 
track the peaks and troughs of the companies we choose to ‘invest’ in. 

 

 

The Big Idea: What will you do with your life? What possibilities 
do you want to investigate? How can you learn from successful 
people? There are so many options available to you. The world 
really is your oyster. Which path will you take? 

Think Big 

Summer Term 

As Language Specialists we will use our powers of persuasion to launch our 
inventions. We will hone our entrepreneurial skills in order to pitch to our 
very own Dragon’s Den. We will use the autobiographies of successful 
entrepreneurs’ to influence our own autobiography. 

As Artists and 
Designers, we will 

design our invention,; 
create posters and a 

working model to 
accompany our pitch. 

 

 

 

 

 

Across the Curriculum: 
 
Computing: We will 
create presentations for 
our Dragon’s Den pitch. 

PSHEE: We will explore 
the philanthropic 
possibilities which are 
open to a successful 
entrepreneur. 

RE: We will find out if 
and how faith plays a 
part in the life of our 
chosen entrepreneur.       

 

As Geographers we will 
consider how your 

country of birth affects 
your opportunities in 
life. How do people 

adapt and overcome 
seemingly impossible 

obstacles in their 
environment? 

As Scientists, we will 
explore the inventions 

that have changed the 
world and attempt 

recreate the journey 
that they took, 

including: Bell, Edison 
and Dyson. 

 

As Historians, we will 
research and discover 
the life of our chosen 
female entrepreneur.  
What influences did 
they have? We will 

follow their story and 
the journey they have 
been on.  Who were 
the suffragettes and 
how did their work 

shape the future for 
women today?  
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*this booklet is correct at the time of going to print and details may be subject to change 06/17.




