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CURRICULUM STATEMENT SENIOR BOYS YEAR 7 
 

 
This booklet accompanies the Parents and New Boys’ Guide to the School. It consists of a 

collection of Curriculum Statements, which outline in straight forward form for each subject, 

what is being taught, how it will be taught, the resources that are used, and how progress will 

be assessed. The overarching philosophy guiding our work is that of the “Claires Court 

Essentials”, in which we focus on developing in our young pupils that variety of skills and 

behaviours that will maximise their strengths to become successful learners in the 21st 

Century. 

 
 

A PROBLEM SOLVING APPROACH 

Wherever possible, the curriculum is constructed around a series of questions. This allows each 

subject to make use of a problem solving approach to teaching and learning, although there 

will of course be times when skills based work is learned and practised, and things need to be 

committed to memory. By these means we challenge our young learners to find the 

necessary information, select it, decide if it will help them answer the question, and then 

construct a solution. This problem solving approach offers a more challenging and interesting 

approach to learning than simply requiring pupils to learn and regurgitate a series of facts. 

We have recently further enhanced our skills-based training by including the work of the 

Learning Scientists in our programmes of study, to improve pupils’ understanding of how to 

learn, revise and recall ideas and knowledge. 

 

Our assessment and marking processes also reflect this approach. Marks and credit will not 

only be given for finding the solution or by showing that factual knowledge has been 

acquired, but how well they have used the various skills within the Essentials approach. 

 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY SUPPORTING LEARNING 

To support learning and progression we make extensive use of the Claires Court Learning 

Environment, known as the ‘Hub’. The Hub makes use of G Suite, Google Classroom and 

other cloud-based software to allow pupils to work collaboratively, share ideas, and to 

communicate within our own ‘walled garden’. It also provides a ‘cloud-based’ work storage 

area known as the ‘Drive’, the great benefit of which is that work is accessible to them 

anywhere in the world.  

 

HOMEWORK 

In September a homework timetable is issued for the coming year, and all homework should 

be recorded, including the hand-in date, in the homework diary. Please check and sign the 

diary on a daily basis and use it as a means of communication with the Form Tutor regarding 

homework problems, or any other minor matters. In Year 7 Form Tutors supported by the Form 

Prefect will check your son’s diary regularly. 



 

BASELINE TESTING 

Early in Year 7, we undertake a series of baseline tests to help us learn more about an 

individual’s current capabilities and aptitude for learning against a standardised national 

background. These are the MidYIS tests that give a measure of capabilities in vocabulary, 

maths, shape manipulation, a skills test (proof-reading, perceptual speed and accuracy) and 

the Suffolk test which is a basic reading and comprehension test. The results produce an 

overall profile which gives an indication of the range of an individual’s current capabilities 

and any factors that might impact upon progress.  

 

What they do not do is over-ride a teacher’s knowledge of your son, predetermine future 

success or give a limiting mind-set on what any child can achieve. In terms of learning and 

progression the single most important factor is the motivation and effort that your son puts 

into his learning, in all its facets. 

 

ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING 

To enable us to monitor the progress of a whole year group, pupils undertake a series of 

Common Tasks (CT) which are identical pieces of work for all pupils in a Year (Girls and Boys). 

These are normally taken once a term in each subject, with the summer examinations being 

the largest. The CT will vary - some will consist of an end of unit test, others will require greater 

in-depth study and personal research. In addition to identifying how well the whole year 

group is working, we will be able to identify those boys who are showing genuine scholarship 

potential as well as those who may be finding the work too challenging. 

 

SUPPORTING LEARNING AT ALL LEVELS 

During your child's career with us, you will see references to our scholars and others identified 

as able, gifted and enthusiastic. We offer all of our pupils’ further opportunities to be 

challenged and stretched in lessons and beyond the classroom by providing more complex 

higher level work and challenges. We believe that anyone who shows a real enthusiasm and 

driving passion in school should be encouraged. Opportunity to win scholarship awards arises 

by specific scholarship assessment, and scholars are expected to uphold the highest 

standards and support the learning of others too. 
 

We strive to make learning enjoyable, challenging and stimulating. Progress is not always 

even and not always linear – we all know the joy of a ‘eureka moment’. We also know that 

sometimes we all need a little extra support and help. If your son experiences any problems in 

his learning, and no matter how hard he strives, understanding and progress seem to elude 

him; please do not hesitate to contact his form tutor who will then pass on your concerns to 

the appropriate member of staff. 

 

FINALLY …… 

We are passionate about learning, in all its forms and manifestations, and we know that our 

parents value the benefits to their sons of a broad, stimulating, and challenging education. 

We know that we are at our most successful when we are working in partnership together, so 

if you wish to know more, or have any questions at all, either general or specific to your son – 

our doors are open. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR 

Over the course of the year, boys in Year 7 enjoy many trips and experiences that open up 

their eyes to the wealth of opportunities around them. Visits to the National Art and Portrait 

Galleries allow pupils to explore their creative side and the Marwell Zoo is a chance to absorb 

what the wonders of the world around them.  

 

Other highlights of the year will include: 

•  Participation in Drama Festivals and Music Concerts        

•  A visit to Rushall Farm 



•  Activity Week        

•  National Poetry Day and author visits 

•  Medieval Day re-enactment            

•  Charity fundraising walks & events 

•  Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Rayer – Headmaster 

jmr@clairescourt.net  

mailto:jmr@clairescourt.net


THE FORM TUTOR 
 

 

Each pupil is allocated a Form Group, which has a Form Tutor. The Form Tutor is the first point 

of contact for you for pastoral and academic issues regarding your son. The Form Group will 

meet each morning, where registration will take place. Your Form Tutor will get to know you 

well during the course of the year, aiming to assist with any pastoral issues which arise in 

school, as well as helping to raise your attainment through monitoring your reports. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

Pupils meet at 8:40 am for registration each morning, until 9:10 am (8:55 on Wednesdays). You 

should arrive in full school uniform with your Homework Diary, pencil case and books ready for 

Lessons 1 & 2. The Form Tutor will register the form, and then monitor each pupil’s Homework 

Diary, checking that homework is being written in fully. They will also check that there is a 

parental signature for each day, showing the Form Tutor that your parents have seen your 

Diary and that they acknowledge that you have completed your homework. Notices may be 

read out to the Form Group, and each Friday the School Bulletin is sent home by email. 

 

EQUIPMENT NEEDED 

Homework Diary, pencil case and books for Lessons 1 & 2. 

 

WEEKLY PROGRAMME 

The Pastoral programme for Year 7 pupils is as follows: 

Monday – Registration, followed by whole school assembly 

Tuesday – Registration, followed by Year 7 assembly. 

Wednesday – Registration + reading 

Thursday – Registration, followed by whole school assembly 

Friday – Registration, followed by PSHEE (see academic subjects) 

 

HOMEWORK PER WEEK 

No homework is set by the Form Tutor. However he/she may issue reminders to bring in reply 

slips for letters which have been sent home. You are also responsible for keeping your PPP 

(KS3) and PAP (KS4) up to date. 

 

MARKING AND ASSESSMENT 

You receive Grade Cards and School Reports over the course of the year. The Form Tutor will 

scrutinise these carefully, enabling you to see how successful you have been across all your 

subjects. The Tutor makes his/her own comments, in both academic and pastoral matters, 

before the Head of Year and Headmaster both do the same. When you receive your reports 

you should update your PPPs (KS3) and PAPs (KS4) and fill out a self-assessment sheet, on 

which you highlight the aspects you are pleased about, as well as those areas you wish to 

improve. 

 

REWARDS AND SANCTIONS 

Commendations: 

All pupils can be rewarded with Commendations for excellence in homework, effort, 

classwork, helpfulness, demonstrating Key Values etc.  Earning a Commendation provides a 

chance of winning a prize with the Commendation Raffle which is held during Year Group 

assemblies, and other prizes are given out for pupils with the most commendations at the end 

of term assemblies. At KS3 if a pupil receives 25 he will be awarded a Junior Certificate in the 

final assembly. If he receives 50 he will be awarded a Headmaster’s Certificate. 

 

Other rewards: 

There are a range of other ways in which pupil success is rewarded: each term academic 

prizes are awarded by subject heads in the end of term assemblies, and sporting 



colours/awards given out in the end of term sports assembly. Prizes are also awarded 

annually at Speech Day which takes place in the Autumn Term, usually at The Magnet Sports 

Centre in Maidenhead. 

 

You are encouraged to recognise good behaviour in your peers (acts of kindness / things 

observed that have made the school or the life of a person within it better) - there is a Peer 

recognition card you can use for this. These nominations are also reviewed when making 

decisions about Key Value awards. 

 

Key Values: 

You can be awarded a Key Values badge (bronze to gold) for displaying respect, 

responsibility, loyalty and integrity over a sustained period of time (3 terms minimum).  You 

must apply to your Head of Year for bronze award and can only do this once you have 

made certain that you have met a set of criteria which is stored as a card in your homework 

diaries. 

 

Detentions 

The behaviour procedures can be seen in a flow chart contained in your homework diary. 

  

You can receive lunchtime detentions for poor behaviour. If you receive 4 such detentions in 

a term you will be liable for a Friday night detention after school with the Deputy 

Headmaster. Further detentions will lead to Saturday morning detentions and Inset day 

detentions. 

  

Poor organisation (forgotten books, equipment left around the school site) is recorded in the 

school system. Should this happen 4 times you are expected to attend an organisational 

coaching sessions on Monday lunchtime. 

  

Forgotten / inadequate homework is also recorded in the school system. Should this happen 

4 times you will be expected to attend compulsory after school support sessions with 

members of the Senior Management Team (which takes precedence over other activities). 

8x and you will be expected to attend these sessions for half a term and 12x for a whole term. 

 

HOW PARENTS CAN HELP 

There are many ways in which parents can help ensure that their son’s start to the day in his 

Form Group runs smoothly, so that he may begin each morning positively. 

  

Responsibility: We aim for each pupil to become independent and fully responsible for himself 

while at the school. Please encourage him to become completely responsible for his school 

books, kit and personal belongings. Having every item named is essential.   

  

Organisation: Please assist your son by asking him if he has packed everything he may need 

for the school day. This is best done the night before, and is a good habit for your son to get 

into. 

  

Uniform: Please assist us by ensuring that your son comes to school in full school uniform each 

day, and encourage high standards of dress. 

  

Homework Diaries: Your son should have his Homework Diary on him at all times. Please check 

your son’s Homework Diary each night, and encourage him to bring it to you himself. We 

would be most grateful if you could check that he has written the details of each entry in full, 

as this will aid him when he gets home and begins his work. Please look at his homework so 

that you can keep abreast of the standard he is displaying. Lastly, please sign the Diary each 

day so we can be sure that you have seen it. 

  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0Bz-mUsVbunb7SW9hdXppUE44SjA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0Bz-mUsVbunb7SW9hdXppUE44SjA


Notes: If you have any low-level concerns, the Homework Diary is an ideal vehicle through 

which to raise them with the Form Tutor. Please write a note at the bottom of the page and 

the Tutor will see this the very next morning. Alternatively, you can contact the Tutors on the 

emails below. 

  

Absences: If your son is absent, particularly through illness, please send him back to school 

once he is well again with a note addressed to the Tutor. This is so that the register can be 

filled in with the appropriate details. 

Letters: Please assist us in the collation of data by returning any reply slips to letters promptly. 

Your son may need a gentle reminder to bring all letters home! 

  

Examinations: In the Summer Term, all pupils will take examinations in all their academic 

subjects. Please encourage your son to take these exams seriously, by ensuring that they 

revise sufficiently for these. Dates will be provided of these exams, and details of what will be 

in each exam will be sent home via your son’s academic teachers nearer the time. 

  

Parent Evenings: Dates for Parent Evenings are published in the school calendar. These are an 

excellent opportunity to talk face to face with all of your son’s teachers. We are sure that you 

will take up this opportunity, and we expect all parents to attend. 

 

Contact 

Your son’s form tutor is the first point of contact. 

Mr Gareth Miller (Head of Year 7) – gmm@clairescourt.net  
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Art 
 

The Art and Design course in Year 7 provides a thorough grounding of key artistic skills and an 

understanding of artists and Art Movements. Each programme of study is thematic, and 

introduces you to an assorted range of media and techniques, with close reference to the 

work of artists, both past and present.  

 

You will become more familiar with the concept of the Basic Elements of Art; Line, Shape, 

Form, Tone, Texture, Colour, Pattern and Composition through references to the natural and 

manmade world with an emphasis on the importance of primary observation to visual 

references. You will be required to carry out research into artists and study examples of their 

work. You are taught how to appreciate the artistic ‘journey’ from the conception of an idea 

to the final realisation of a finished piece and will continue to use sketchbooks to document 

your work progressively. You will increase your knowledge of artistic terms and learn how to 

use artistic vocabulary.  

 

This year you will be studying the theme of ‘Identity’ and exploring ideas related to the title, 

developing your work as a creative response to the title and producing final pieces. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

IDENTITY 

Portraiture - Two-Dimensional 

Learning 

 How can I use Line, Shape and Colour creatively?  

 How can I develop my drawing and painting skills? 

 Can I experiment and take risks with my artwork?  

 Which Artists have studied portraits?  

 How can I use photography to aid in the production of 

my work?  

 How can I use discussion and reflective thinking to 

increase emotional intelligence, resilience and well-

being?   
Sources 
Direct Observation. Photography. Trips to Galleries. 

Artist reference - Picasso, Munch, Arcimboldo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

IDENTITY 

Portraiture –  

Three-Dimensional 

Learning 

 How can I develop my 2D design into a 3D piece?  

 Can I work collaboratively with a partner? 

 How can I be creative and work with 3D materials?  

 How do I follow a design through from conception to 

completion?  

 Where do I go to research into artists work and find 

suitable images that inspire me? 

 How do I communicate my ideas in a sketchbook? 

 What is documentation?  

 How can I use discussion and reflective thinking to 

increase emotional intelligence, resilience and well-

being?   
Sources 
Direct observation. Ethnic and Tribal history. Art History.  
Artist References: Picasso, Rodin, Marc Quinn, Giacometti, 

Antony Gormley  

 

 



 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

PERSONAL PROJECT 

 How can I get ideas from artists work? Which are the 

best artists to look at?  

 How can I mindmap creatively?   

 What’s the best ways of gathering personal research? 

 How can I get ideas from artists work? 

 Which media and effects can I experiment with?  

 Can I document the journey from the beginning of an 

idea to a final piece in my sketchbook?  

 How can I use discussion and reflective thinking to 

increase emotional intelligence, resilience and well-

being?  

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
 Working with assorted media eg. pencil, colouring pencil, paint, fine line pen, ink, 

modroc and Art Mache.  

 Experimenting with different techniques such as drawing, painting, model-making etc.  

 Researching artists and images using a variety of sources such as books, internet and 

magazines. 

 Learning to appreciate how to visually analyse a piece of artwork. 

 Observational Drawing. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
Homework will be set on a weekly basis and is expected to take between 25 and 30 minutes. 

Homework will take the form of a selection of observational studies, research or studies from 

artists’ work and the pupils have a week in which to complete and hand it in. Pupils are 

encouraged to complete the task whenever possible, however it is recognised that pupils 

work at different speeds and levels of thoroughness and some might struggle to complete the 

task in the time expected. Allowance will be made for slower workers. Every piece of 

homework must be documented with an explanatory sentence. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
The school has well resourced and equipped Art rooms and all media and equipment is 

available in the Art room and will be provided as necessary. However, the pupils are 

expected to bring the basic essentials such as pencils, eraser and pencil sharpener to classes, 

and sketchbooks must be brought to each lesson. The school provides individual A2 sized 

portfolios where the pupils store their work. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Progress is constantly monitored and assessment is ongoing throughout the projects.  

Regular written feedback is given on sketchbook work, final pieces and homework’s.  

An effort grade and an attainment grade are given at the end of each half-term and end of 

term period. Reports are written once a year. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Many parents take their children on visits to Art galleries and museums, both at home and 

during foreign holidays. This has proved to be of great benefit to the pupils’ developing 

interest and understanding of the subject. It is beneficial if parents can encourage their 

children to talk about their work especially as pupils are always told to show parents their 

sketchbooks at home. There are many wonderful programmes on TV about Art and artists 

and parents should encourage the pupils to sit and watch these wherever possible! 

 

For further information please contact: 
Miss Frances Ackland-Snow – fma@clairescourt.net 

mailto:fma@clairescourt.net


Design and Technology 
 

All pupils have access to Design and Technology in order to develop presentation and 

practical skills.  The course offers pupils the chance to experience different aspects of 

Technology and is divided  into a range of short skills based tasks in drawing skills, designing 

and practical activities using a variety of resistant materials.  Health and Safety aspects are 

paramount, as students will be expected to use a range of basic hand tools and machinery. 

 

Pupils have one double lesson of 70 minutes per week and 1 homework (where appropriate) 

lasting approximately 30 minutes. Progress is monitored by the use of homework assignments, 

design work completed in class and artefacts produced. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

/  

 

Lent Term  

2019 

Module: Introduction to Design Technology and Safety 

in the Workshop (1 week) 

 
Module: Graphics and Theory (5 /6 weeks) 
 Can you use a range of 2D and 3D graphical 

techniques by hand and on the computer 

(2D Design)? 
Do you understand oblique, isometric, 

shading and texture? 
Can you present your work in a drawing? 
Can you analyse a product? 
Keywords, Materials, tools and processes 

study. 

 
(OR) 

 
Module:  Plastics e.g.  Key ring project (5/ 6 weeks) 
 Do you understand the design process and 

materials needed? 
Can you design and make a Key Tag? 
Can you laminate different colour plastics 
Are you able to bond, cut, shape, drill, finish 
and engrave? 

 
    (OR) 

 
Module: The Trinket Box (8/9 weeks) 

Introduction to Resistant Materials, tools and 

machines.  
Can you construct and join materials (glue 

and finger joints)? 
Have you got a clear understanding of basic 

design process and personalisation of work? 
Plan of Manufacture. 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

/ 

 

Module: The Trinket Box continued, plus Presentation 

of work and Evaluation of projects. Theory 

work and Revision for Exam (rotation) (6/7 + 

weeks) 

 
 Technical drawing, testing and evaluation of 



 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

your trinket box. 
Create a record of Manufacture. 
Present your finished product. 
Can you name Materials, Tools, Equipment 

and Safety knowledge you have used? 
Have you designed and communicated 
Techniques? 

 
At the end of this course, pupils will revise Design 

Technology topics for an end of year exam.   

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 

 
 To develop inquiring minds – through setting creative design tasks, through challenging 

their concepts of designs and production.  

 

 To increase their knowledge of materials and use of tools and equipment, as well as 

sustainability and our impact on the environment. 

 

 To explore the path of critical thinking, a core element of our subject. They will be 

encouraged to produce ideas with reference to materials, process and the 

environment. Also analysis of their own products and designs, highlighting their success 

and areas to improve on in the future. 

 

 To develop them as communicators, verbally, graphically and practically. 

Demonstrated through folder work, manufacture of products and classroom discussions. 

Discussions where they are encouraged to present and justify their ideas and concepts. 

 

 To become more confident as risk-takers. Design is very much a personal thing, and 

they will be shown and research new ideas and concepts to challenge their 

understanding of what can be achieved. To allow them to ‘Think outside of the box’. 

 

 To be more reflective, both during and after a project. Producing evaluations, testing 

and listing modifications. Terms such as WWW (what went well) and EBI (even better if) 

will be used. 

 

 To join in collaborative work with group discussions on design tasks and challenges. 

 

 Our expectations are high in Design technology and the creative elements of their work 

will be nurtured and rewarded. Our aim is to produce creative learners, and the journey 

starts in Year 7. 

 

 From the initial brief through to the finished product, the boys with be tested as problem 

solvers. 

      

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 

This is to be set once a week and to be handed in at their next lesson. The duration of which 

should take approximately 20-30minutes.  

 

An example of homework could be to design a ‘safety poster’ based on further research and 

on the learning objectives and outcomes set in the lesson. 
 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
Pupils will be asked to join Google Classroom to store their work and any information handed 

out in class.  Any further information or help with the topics can be found on 



http://www.technologystudent.com/ and the departments Hub site found on 

https://sites.google.com/a/clairescourt.net/technology/year-7 

 

 

Pencils, pencil sharpeners, eraser, ink pen, protractor, compass, set squares 45 and 60/30 

degrees, ruler, memory stick and colouring pencils (suggested but optional). 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Assessment will consist of two grades one for Academic Attainment and one for Attitude to 

Learning.  Attainment follows a range of grades from A*, A, B, C, D. Attitude to Learning 

follows a range of grades from A to D. A is maximum grade and D the lowest. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Mr Aris Spyrou – ais@clairescourt.net  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.technologystudent.com/
http://www.technologystudent.com/
http://www.technologystudent.com/
https://sites.google.com/a/clairescourt.net/technology/year-7
mailto:ais@clairescourt.net


Drama 
 

Drama remains an important part of the balanced arts curriculum and is taught extensively 

as a discrete arts subject in Years 7, 8 and 9. Drama is taught progressively, building upon 

previous learning in preparation for GCSE. Work covered in Year 7 is aimed at personal 

development, confidence building and communication skills in order to provide a sound 

foundation for life.  In addition Drama is a valuable subject in its own right, offering specific 

careers in the cultural sector, as well as enhancing careers in most sectors.  We provide you 

with a sound foundation in preparation for GCSE and A Level Drama and Theatre Studies. 

 

WHAT WILL I GAIN FROM DOING DRAMA? 

You will 

 develop drama techniques to explore in role a variety of situations and texts or respond 

to stimuli 

 work collaboratively to devise and present scripted and unscripted pieces which 

maintain the attention of an audience 

 extend your spoken repertoire by experimenting with language in different roles and 

dramatic contexts 

 develop drama techniques and strategies for anticipating and visualising and problem-

solving in different learning contexts 

 reflect on and evaluate their presentations and those of others 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

 

Body and movement skills - status, caricature, sculpting a 

character, physical comedy. 

 

 How can I use my body to communicate with an 

audience?  

 How can I use my body to express myself?  

 How do I use my body to create a character?  

 Why is teamwork so important in drama? 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

Exploring the use of vocal techniques, developing 

characters.   
Introduction to creation from stimuli. Context based drama 

- exploration and creation. 

 

 How can I use my voice to express myself? How can I 

develop a character? 

 How can we create our own original piece of theatre? 

 How can I get to know more about contemporary 

issues?  

 How can I communicate effectively with an 

audience?  

 Can I inform people through theatre? 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

Scripts and beyond - character, body language, 

projection and movement - Victorian Melodrama. 

 

 How do I interpret a text? 

 How do I create a character? 

 How do I take a play from the page to the stage? 

 



HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
You will: 

 research, discuss and use drama techniques to explore character and situations. 

 devise and present scripted and improvised dramas in response to a range of stimuli, 

demonstrating your ability to investigate ideas, situations and events and an 

understanding of how theatre can communicate in innovative, challenging ways. 

 convey action, character, atmosphere and tension when scripting and performing 

plays. 

 make critical evaluations of performances you have seen or in which you have 

participated, identifying the contributions of each of the participants. 

 experiment with sound, voice, silence, movement, stillness, light and darkness to 

enhance dramatic action, and use theatre technology creatively. 

 

Every lesson will start with a warm up exercise. This will enable you to get used to working 

together in groups. It also teaches you to take direction and to listen to others.   

 

HOW WILL I BE TAUGHT? 
You are taught in your form group 1 double period a week. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
Homework is not set on a regular basis in Drama. 

 

DO WE DO ANY TECHNICAL THEATRE? 
You are offered opportunities to use the technical equipment such as lighting and sound 

facilities and encouraged to use the Internet for targeted research. The more committed 

become adept at producing digital resources, such as movie ‘shorts’, sound ‘effects’ and 

clips and projections that bring atmosphere and effect to the scene. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
You will use the internet, books, plays and the theatre but most of all your own creativity, 

enthusiasm and acting/design skills.  

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Assessments are made throughout the year on your ability to apply performance and/or 

other production skills through the creation and realisation of drama. You are regularly 

assessed on your ability to sensitively and confidently work with others to create and perform 

a variety of drama. Assessment for learning takes place through teacher and pupil 

discussions which include self and peer evaluation and verbal feedback from the teacher. 

You are assessed in accordance with the Drama Department Mark Scheme, A (Very Good) B 

(Good) C (Reasonable) and D (Basic). 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Family theatre trips engage, expose and inspire you to a wide range of theatrical 

experiences. When you are planning or preparing for drama at school, discuss with your 

family what ideas or resources you could bring in to enhance those ideas. 

 

For further information please contact: 
Mrs Maggie Olivier – mco@clairescourt.net 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mco@clairescourt.net


 

English 
 

The English course you will study in Year 7 underpins the entire academic curriculum, not just 

that of English. You will cover all the key skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening each 

half term. In addition you will practise writing for a variety of purposes and in a variety of 

registers, for example creative writing, letters, poems, leaflets, adverts and reports. Focus is 

also given to the traditional and essential language skills of grammar, vocabulary, 

punctuation and spelling. You will practise comprehension of prose, poetry and drama, and 

take part in speaking and listening activities individually as well as in groups. 

 

We will challenge you through the year  

 to read fiction and reference books for pleasure, always have your own reader 

available during the school day 

 to broaden your vocabulary; to know the meaning and spelling of new words 

 to use a dictionary and thesaurus 

 to improve your word-processing and digital design skills 

 to become better at arguing with, persuading, advising others and 

accepting/acknowledging too other points of view 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

Major theme:  

Introductory Skills Unit.  

 

What are the essential 

elements in English? What 

skills do I need to succeed? 

Speaking and Listening 
What techniques can we use to make our speech 

interesting for listeners – ‘Who, Why, What for?’ 
How can I improve my listening skills? 
Reading 
What strategies can we use to gather information from 

texts? 
What is ‘active reading?’ 
How can we work out what a writer means when we are 

not told something directly? 
Writing 
How can we plan our writing effectively? 
How does our writing change depending on the audience 

and purpose of the task? 

Events 
Introduction to the School Library and how to use it. 
Roald Dahl Day: activities celebrating the author’s birthday  
Departmental National Poetry Day celebration. 

During the course of these terms, units of work based around themes will be taught on a 

rotation. Details of these units appear here: 

 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

Major theme: ‘School’ 

 

 

 

Speaking and Listening 
What is the difference between formal and informal English 

and how does this have an impact on different documents 

such as short stories set in schools and school 

prospectuses? 
How can we contribute effectively and positively in school-

based group discussion? 

Reading 
Looking at school-based literature, why and how do writers 

use language to create meaning? 
Writing 



How do we make sure that our style of writing is 

appropriate for our audience? 
Why does our writing need to be organised in a logical 

sequence? 
Why are paragraphs important?  

What rules do we use when writing in paragraphs? 
What are connectives and why are they so important in 

our writing? 
Events 
World Book Day activities 
World Spelling Day (bi-annual - online participation) 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

Major theme: 

‘Thriller/Introduction to 

Shakespeare’ 

 

 

Speaking and Listening 
How can we use drama/fiction to explore ideas and 

issues? 
What is ‘dialect’ and where is it used in drama/fiction? 

Reading 
Why do we need to understand the writer’s purpose and 

viewpoint when reading a drama/fiction text?  
What effect does the time, place and culture of a piece of 

writing have for us as a reader? 
Writing 
How can we vary our sentences to make our writing more 

effective? 
Why is punctuation so important? 
Why is proof-reading an essential skill? How can we proof-

read our work more effectively? 
Events 
Crafting written work to be published in the creative 

section of the Court Circular. 

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
At the beginning of Year 7 you will do the online STAR Reading Test as well as a standardised 

spelling test. Twice in Year 7 the STAR Reading Test will be repeated to assess your progress 

over the year. Progress in writing will be assessed through internal assessments throughout the 

year. 

 

Year 7 are taught in mixed ability sets. You can be moved between the sets if it is felt that this 

would be beneficial. Work is completed in your exercise book and you have regular tests 

focusing on spelling, vocabulary, punctuation, grammar etc.  

 

In each unit of work there is a choice of base texts. The text taught each term will be chosen 

depending on the suitability of the different options for the class. These are some of the titles 

you may encounter: 

 

‘Tales of the Unexpected’ by Roald Dahl  ‘Heathrow Nights’ by Jan Mark 

‘The Demon Headmaster’ by Gillian Cross ‘Hydra’ by Robert Swindells 

 

If it is identified that you are in need of more specialist support, to help you with overcoming 

dyslexic difficulties for example, you will then be referred to our Special Needs Department 

where you will receive the necessary specialist support to improve these skills. Such extra 

English lessons do not take place during either English or Maths lessons. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
You are set homework twice per week. 



WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
The School provides you with textbooks, exercise books, spelling books and vocabulary 

books, as well as a plastic wallet in which to keep them. It is your responsibility to keep these 

in good condition.  As well as the usual equipment, you are expected to have a personal 

reading book with you at school.  

 

You have the opportunity to use ICT in most homework tasks, and indeed you are 

encouraged to draft and redraft your work using word processing. A number of tasks are 

interactive in nature, as collaborative ICT work on the Claires Court ‘Hub.’ 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Progress is monitored by the use of classwork and homework assignments, and through termly 

assessments. We have individual assessment criteria for the three different strands of English 

(Reading, Writing and Speaking and Listening) which each result in a Band (1-10) being 

awarded. Details of the Assessment Criteria will be provided, along with information about 

how this translates to report grading.   

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Parents can assist you by encouraging reading on a regular basis, particularly fiction. It would 

help enormously if you would read to your parents regularly, which allows them to see how 

your reading is developing. Reading of quality newspapers and magazines on a regular basis 

is also to be encouraged. It would be very beneficial to enter into discussions at home with 

your family about topical issues, perhaps using the daily news, television and print media as a 

starting point for debate. Trips to the theatre to watch productions would be both beneficial 

and enjoyable as family outings, and help you build an understanding about ‘public 

performance’. 

 

For further information please contact:   

Mr Luke Wespieser – law@clairescourt.net  
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Geography 
 

“Geography is the subject which holds the key to our future" - Michael Palin 

 

There has never been a better or more important time to study Geography. With growing 

interest in issues such as climate change, migration, environmental degradation and 

globalisation, Geography is one of the most relevant subjects you will study! 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

 

 

1st half term 
Our Geography: What is my place in the world? How can I 

map my daily life? You will develop your problem solving 

skills and use your new and existing map knowledge to 

work out the answers to various enquiry based questions. 

 

2nd half term 
Our Place in History: What is the UK like? How is the UK 

linked with the rest of the world? You will also need to be a 

problem solver here and find answers to the question 

“Where do people in the UK come from?” and work 

collaboratively on a presentation. 

 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

 

 

1st half term 
River Landscapes: What is a river basin? How are river 

landforms created? What causes flooding? Your fieldwork 

at Rushall Farm will help you understand how theory works 

in real life and allow you time to reflect on your classwork.  

 

2nd half term 

Farming: a dying industry? What are the different types of 

work in the UK and how have they changed? Your 

fieldwork all Rushall Farm will help you understand all about 

farming and how farming has changed over time. Your 

farm presentation allows you to be both an inquirer and to 

be creative. 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

 

 

1st half term 
‘Are you flood ready?’ An inquiry into different flood events 

around the World, working collaboratively on presenting 

information creatively.  

Revision for Summer examination  

 

2nd half term 
Who wants to live forever? How many people are there in 

the World? How and why do populations change? What 

factors affect the size and location of settlements? You will 

need to put your critical thinking skills to the test here and 

ask “are there too many people in the World?” 

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
In Year 7 Geography is taught in form groups.  Pupils will work individually, in pairs and in 

groups on various tasks, enabling pupils to develop the essentials of collaborative and 

creative working. They will take part in class debates and conduct presentations, developing 



their communication skills and have opportunities to be reflective learners through peer and 

self-assessment. A Fieldtrip to Rushall Farm and the River Pang will take place in the Lent term. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
Topics vary in their delivery of homework, some topics will require you to answer a number of 

extended questions in your choice of format which will be set and completed via the 

Learning Hub. Other topics will take a more direct approach where you are asked to be 

reflective learners, or undertake independent research. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
Google Classroom 

Phillips School Atlas 

Pupils will be taught to use basic GIS software including websites such as Digimaps and the 

Ordnance Survey mapzone site (http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone).   

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Work is marked according to attainment from A to D and effort from 1 to 4 (where 1 is 

outstanding and 4 is poor.) Pupils will receive a test, project work or a Common Task each 

half term. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Geography is everywhere; therefore all trips abroad and within the UK are of benefit. Pupils 

should watch the many documentaries available on the BBC and other providers including 

BBC Human World etc. Regular reading of the newspaper and watching of news 

programmes is also beneficial. Parents can test pupils regularly on key words and their 

definitions and help them prepare for the termly tests. 

 

For further information please contact: 
Mrs Caroline Butterfield – cib@clairescourt.net 
 

 

 

 

 

  

http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone
mailto:cib@clairescourt.net


History 
 

Medieval Realms:  England 1066-1500.   

You will be investigating how the Normans conquered England and then how the Norman 

and later kings ruled it.  You will also be finding out what it was like for an ordinary person to 

live in England at that time. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

 

 

 What is History? A very brief introduction to why we 

study the past and how Historians use evidence. 
 Medieval England. How did Medieval monarchs assert 

their power? 
 Why did William the Conqueror invade England in 1066 

and why did he win the Battle of Hastings? What was 

the impact of the Norman Conquest on England? 

Saxon resistance. 
 The Bayeux Tapestry as evidence of how the Battle of 

Hastings was seen by contemporaries. 
 What was it like to be an English peasant under Norman 

rule? What was the Feudal system? Why was the 

Domesday survey carried out? What was daily life like in 

a Medieval village? 
 Common Task 1: Battle of Hastings. 

 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

 

 

 What were the problems of Medieval Kingship? 
 The succession - the descendants of William I; why did 

the Plantagenets come to the throne? Asserting power 

over the Church: why did King Henry II quarrel with 

Thomas Becket? 
 The crusades. Why did Europeans go on crusades to the 

Holy Land? What were the results? 
 Rights and responsibilities: How did the events of the 

Medieval age contribute to the development of our 

rights? How did the legal system change under Henry II?  

Why did King John sign Magna Carta? What were the 

origins of Parliament? 
 Common Task 2: Thomas Becket. 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

 

 

 Social upheaval - What were the effects of the Black 

Death and the Peasants’ Revolt on Medieval England 

and the English people? 
 Castles: a research topic to examine the Medieval 

Castle as a method of military and social control as well 

as a place to live.  An opportunity for some deeper 

research to carry out an enquiry on the impact of 

castles on Britain. 
 History event: a Medieval Day. 
 Common Task 3: Summer exam on whole year’s work. 

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
Individual, pairs and group work as appropriate, 3 lessons (1 double, 1 single) a week, which 

includes investigative tasks, re-enactments and role-play. You work in your form groups. 

A History re-enactment event may be organised for the Summer Term for the whole year 

group. 



 

You will be expected to use the Internet and the Claires Court ‘Hub’ when appropriate. The 

‘Hub’ provides you with access to tools, tasks and support materials to enable you to 

undertake individual or collaborative work when appropriate, both in class by means of 

Chromebooks, and at home on your own devices. 

 

The department has an extensive media library to support most of the topics studied. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
This will usually take the form of a written exercise, to last approx. 20-30 minutes. From time to 

time a computer-based task may be set, or a learning task if there is to be a test. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
Your work is supported by our textbook, Rediscovering Medieval Realms. This text has an 

enquiry-based approach which accords well with our philosophy of how History is best 

learned. You will also have an exercise book; you’ll need to be well equipped for every 

lesson, so we provide a plastic wallet to help you look after your work. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
If you want to develop your interest in History further, encourage your parents to visit 

appropriate historical sites with you.  Get ahead with your reading such as  ‘Horrible Histories’, 

watch appropriate TV programmes, discuss what you have seen and the past in general; all 

this encourages you to see that history is still around us, part of what we are. Ask your parents 

to test learning homework, especially before exams. 

 

For further information please contact: 
Mrs Jenny Wilding – jaw@clairescourt.net 
 

mailto:jaw@clairescourt.net


Information & Communication  

Technology (ICT) 
 

Information Communication Technology is a constantly changing subject which is an 

essential part of the modern world. While there are a number of essential skills and key topics 

which are taught every year, we do introduce pupils to any emerging ICT technologies 

where we feel it will be most beneficial to them and this may result in an appropriate 

deviation from the planned curriculum. 

 

Our aim is to develop confident users of ICT who are able to select appropriate methods of 

using ICT to enhance and further develop their learning. Throughout the school we use 

‘Google Apps for Education’ to create, share and collaborate on projects and learning 

materials. Pupils can access this through a variety of different platforms at school, home or 

anywhere an internet connection can be achieved. This ‘cloud’ based way of working 

transformed how pupils and teachers learn and teach at Claires Court a number of years 

ago and we continue to be at the forefront of this. 

 

Pupils enjoy the ‘hands on’ experience of using ICT and we encourage them to challenge 

themselves and ‘take risks’ in their learning. However, while using the Internet can offer our 

pupils many learning possibilities, it is vital to ensure our pupils know how to stay safe online 

and have a responsible attitude. This is taught to every group. 

 

Access to ICT is provided via the extensive use of Chromebooks in lessons as well as two 

dedicated ICT suites and machines located in the Library. In addition to ICT lessons for all tutor 

groups, some pupils will also receive an ICT Skills lesson which will enable them to further their 

ICT skills and knowledge through a series of projects and themes which reflect current ICT 

developments. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

 

 

Introduction 

What are Google Apps for Education? How can I use 

them? What software is available for me to use in school to 

support my studies? (Claires Court Hub) 
 

Safety 

Am I a safe user of the Internet? What should I be aware 

of? Who do I speak to if things go wrong? What is cyber 

bullying? 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

Animation and Video Editing 

Creating animation using the Stop-Motion & online 

methods.  
Collaborative video recording and editing. 

 

Publishing 

What are the different methods of digital publishing? 

Create, share and publish books individually and 

collaboratively. 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

Programming 
Introduction to programming/ coding. What is a program? 

How is coding used to create a web page?  
Creating a mobile application using ‘MIT App Inventor’ 



HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
Working with computers is not just limited to PCs and Laptops. We also introduce pupils to 

tablets and other connected hardware so that they realise the many different ways devices 

interact. This is particularly relevant at a time when the ‘internet of things’ and number of 

interconnected devices is growing. 

 

From the very first lesson, pupils will enjoy working with different applications and software. 

Using their unique Claires Court account they will be able to access Google Classroom,  Docs 

(word processor), Slides (presentations), Sheets (spreadsheets), Forms, GMail and Maps, as 

well as an introduction to Google Drive (cloud based storage). The Claires Court Learning 

Hub allows pupils to further their learning by providing access to vital resources and 

information under the guidance of their teachers. 

 

As their Internet use grows, time is set aside to look at the topic of Internet Safety as 

understanding how to stay safe online and identifying possible dangers is very important.  

Rather than just be a consumer of technology, pupils will disassemble a web page, learn how 

code is used and create their own Android™ applications. These may be tried out on a 

digital device to further explore their potential. 

 

We set out to enable pupils to discover how using ICT can benefit their studies and, rather 

than setting homework in this subject, we expect them to demonstrate this in other subject 

areas. We also encourage pupils to get involved in the extra curricular digital activities which 

run across the academic year. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
The school has a dedicated secure wireless network for pupils to access. Subject to various 

permissions, pupils can use their own device for research, study and to produce work. As this 

is a monitored and filtered service, abuse of this privilege will result in serious consequences. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Progress is monitored and regularly reported on in line with other subjects studied. 

Assessments are made using a variety of evidence such as submission onto Google 

Classroom and e-portfolios or ‘ICT Learning Blogs’. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
As much of our work is cloud based we encourage our pupils to talk about and share the 

work they do with parents, with many deciding to do further work at home in their own time. 

 

For further information please contact: 
Mr André Boulton –  anb@clairescourt.net 
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Mathematics 
 

Mathematics is an interconnected subject in which you need to be able to move fluently 

between representations of mathematical ideas. You should build on the knowledge from 

previous years and establish links across mathematical ideas to develop fluency, 

mathematical reasoning and competence in solving increasingly sophisticated problems. 

 

In Year 7, you will consolidate the numerical and mathematical capability from Key Stage 2 

and develop confidence to be able to use and link your knowledge of previous concepts to 

in solving problems. Those who grasp the concepts rapidly will be challenged through being 

offered rich and sophisticated problems to boost your attainment levels. Those who are not 

sufficiently fluent will be given opportunities to consolidate their understanding, including 

additional practice, before moving on. 

 

There will be a Common Task each term where your progress will be assessed in order to 

monitor your progress and we will act accordingly. We review setting at the end of each 

Common Task to ensure that your progress is on track and suggest the correct group where 

we think you will flourish best. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

 

 

Number skills – Place values, BIDMAS, Four operations, 

negative numbers, primes 
Extension: HCF, LCM 
Question: Without using a calculator, can you verify if 4163 

is prime? 
Algebra – Expressions, Formulae, substitution, linear 

equations 
Question:  How do magic squares work? 
Decimals – Place value, Rounding, Four operations 
Question:  When you multiply a given number by another 

number, will the answer be always bigger than the original 

number? 
Measures – Time and Money, Reading scales in different 

contexts,  converting linear measures within the Metric 

system, Area and Perimeter 
Question: If the perimeter of a rectangle is always equal to 

24 cm, can you find the rectangle with the biggest area? 
Graphs – Coordinates and plotting points in four quadrants, 

Coordinates using geometric properties, simple scatter 

graphs 
Question:  Can you design a Christmas Coordinate picture 

and write instructions using coordinates for your classmates 

to try? 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

 

Fractions – equivalent, mixed numbers, improper fractions, 

four operations, fractions into decimals and vice-versa, 

fraction of a quantity 
Question: Is 1/4 of 1/3 the same as getting 1/2 of 1/6? 
Probability – Probability scale, theoretical probability, 

sample space diagram, relative frequency, expectation 
Question:  In a bag, there are balls which are either 

coloured green or red.  If the probability of picking a green 

ball is 1/3, can you suggest the possible numbers of balls in 

the bag? 



Angles – Measuring and estimating, types, basic angle 

facts, angles in triangles, angles in quadrilaterals, 

constructing triangles using SAS, SSS, ASA 
Extension: Angles in parallel lines 
Question: The sum of the two angles in a parallelogram 

is 100º, how many parallelograms can you draw? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

 

 

Analysing and displaying data – Mean, median, mode, 

range of discrete data, Extension: frequency table, 

compare two sets of data, Two-Way tables, Bar Charts, 

pictograms, vertical line graphs, pie charts 
Question: The mean, mode, and median of five numbers 

are the same. If the range is not equal to zero, can you find 

the five numbers? 
Ratio and proportion – simplifying ratio, sharing in the given 

ratio, finding unknown quantity using proportionality, 

problems in contexts 
Question:  A photo is enlarged in the ratio 2:5. If the original 

measures 4 cm by 6 cm, what will the area of the enlarged 

photo be? 
Sequences – rule, generating terms, finding the missing 

term, find the nth term formula of arithmetic sequence, 

special sequences, patterns and matchsticks problems 
Question:  Which term of 5, 11, 17, 23..... is equal to 479? 

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
You will develop your mathematical and other learning skills through structured exercises, 

computer based activities, open-ended tasks and problem based learning approach. 

Working collaboratively with other pupils is always encouraged. This enables learning to be 

differentiated ensuring that the most gifted mathematicians and those who need more 

support are both challenged and engaged. You will be given opportunities to apply your 

mathematical knowledge in science, geography, computing and other subjects. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
There will be 2x20 minutes pieces of homework each week and these can be in written form 

or completed online and will be marked by your mathematics teacher on a regular basis. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
We will use HegartyMaths, Maths Workout, MrCarterMaths and Times Tables Rockstars online 

resources. Mathematical Enhancement Programme books (MEP) will also be used on a 

regular basis. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
You will be required to sit for Common Task test each term. After marking, your subject 

teacher will give feedback and discuss any problem areas specific for each pupil. Pupils 

evaluate their own learning by completing a reflection sheet at the end of each Common 

task. Your mark for each Common Task will be referenced with your MIDYIS prediction and 

those who are falling behind the expected grade will be given support through the 

Department intervention programme specific for each site. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
We would ask parents to contribute by highlighting the relevance of Maths in the real world, 

and the importance of striving for success. Pupils are expected to know their times tables, 

and encouragement and support from parents in this regard is most welcome. Encouraging 

the use of mathematical games from sites such as www.ttrockstars.com, 

http://www.ttrockstars.com/


www.mathsworkout.com, rather than console games, would improve core mathematical 

skills. Family outings to encourage some awe and wonder of things mathematical, scientific 

and technological would be a huge bonus – the National Science Museum, Bletchley Park 

and the National Space Centre are a few you might consider. 

 

For further information please contact: 
Mrs Juliana Myers - jum@clairescourt.net 
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Modern Foreign Languages:  

French 
 

In Year 7 all pupils will study 6 weeks of French, German and Spanish, then at the end of Term 

1 they will opt for one language to study for the rest of Year 7. The emphasis is to “skill up” 

pupils in how to approach the four different skills, to show how to manipulate basic sentence 

structures which they can apply to different topics, help them to develop their independent 

study skills outside of class and most importantly to engender a love for languages by 

delivering fun, engaging and varied lessons. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Autumn Term 2018 

 

In each language you will cover the same material and 

grammatical points. This will allow you to make a direct 

comparison between the languages you have studied and 

inform your choice.  

Topics 
Hello! How are you? 
What is your name? 
How old are you? 
Can you count to 20? 
What’s the date? 
Where do you live? 
Who is in your family? 
Do you have any pets? 
What colour is it? 
Grammar 
What sound does that make? 
What is gender? 
How do I say ‘the’? 
How do I say ‘a’? 
How do I say it something is mine? 
How do I ask questions? 

 

 
Lent Term 2019 

C’est perso! 
Studio 1 Textbook Module 1 
What do you like? What don’t you like? 
What do you have in your school bag? 
What do you look like? 
Can you describe your best friend? 

 

 
Summer Term 2019 

Mon collège 
What subjects do you study? 
What do you think of them? 
What is your school day like? 
What can you choose for lunch? 

 

Following on from your language choice In Year 7 you will learn the French language 

(vocabulary and grammar) by developing listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in the 

topic areas listed below. Your teacher will use as much French as possible in the lesson but 

don’t worry if you don’t understand at first, lots of miming and gestures usually get the 

message across! As part of the course, your knowledge of the cultural life in French-speaking 

countries will give you a better understanding of how people live there. 

At the end of year 7 you will be able to use the present tense of regular verbs, key irregular 

verbs and will have a good understanding of the simple future tense. You will be able to 



introduce yourself, talk about your family, friends, pets, school, likes and dislikes and say 

where you live. 

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
The language is taught through the four key skill areas of speaking, listening, reading and 

writing, using a highly communicative approach. There is a big focus on communication so 

pair work, group work and games are commonplace during lessons. All lessons use 

interactive whiteboard software and we also use many of the interactive and online learning 

resources to reinforce vocabulary. These websites are also made available to you so that you 

continue or extend your own learning at home. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
You will receive two pieces of homework each week of approximately 20 minutes. One of 

these will usually be to revise for a vocabulary test; the other might be a simple consolidation 

exercise, or dedicated time using one of the language learning websites. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
You will be lent a copy of Studio 1 by the school and will also be provided with an exercise 

book which you are expected to keep neat and tidy and bring to all lessons. You are 

required to have a glue stick, scissors and colouring pencils as well as the usual stationery. 

Chromebooks, digital voice recorders and video are also sometimes used in lessons to allow 

personalised learning and greater differentiation across groups. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Progress is monitored regularly through vocabulary tests, classwork and homework exercises. 

Your exercise book is checked regularly for accuracy in written work. Pair work and listening, 

reading and speaking activities are assessed during class time by the teacher and/or peers. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Testing your child on the vocabulary they have been asked to learn each week is the most 

direct way parents can help at this stage. If you find yourself taking a family holiday abroad, 

regardless of destination, we would ask that you encourage your child to have a go at 

speaking the native language. Our aim is to develop confident linguists who want to explore 

the world and truly enjoy the process of discovering different cultures, customs and people. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Mrs Annette Bentz-Denton – ahd@clairescourt.net 
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Modern Foreign Languages:  

German 
 

In Year 7 all pupils will study 6 weeks of French, German and Spanish, then at the end of Term 

1 they will opt for one language to study for the rest of Year 7. The emphasis is to “skill up” 

pupils in how to approach the four different skills, to show how to manipulate basic sentence 

structures which they can apply to different topics, help them to develop their independent 

study skills outside of class and most importantly to engender a love for languages by 

delivering fun, engaging and varied lessons. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Autumn Term 2018 

 

In each language you will cover the same material and 

grammatical points. This will allow you to make a direct 

comparison between the languages you have studied and 

inform your choice.  

Topics 
Hello! How are you? 
What is your name? 
How old are you? 
Can you count to 20? 
What’s the date? 
Where do you live? 
Who is in your family? 
Do you have any pets? 
What colour is it? 
Grammar 
What sound does that make? 
What is gender? 
How do I say ‘the’? 
How do I say ‘a’? 
How do I say it something is mine? 
How do I ask questions? 

 

 

 
Lent Term 2019 

Family and Friends 

Description and characteristics 

Wie ist deine Schule? 

School - Subjects, timetable, break foods, uniform, German 

schools. 

 

 

 

 
Summer Term 2019 

Was machst du in deiner Freizeit? 

Free time - Sports, hobbies, time phrases, making 

arrangements. 

Wo wohnst du? 

Life at Home - Where you live, rooms in a house, describing 

your bedroom, expressing opinions 
 

Following on from your language choice In Year 7 you will learn the German language 

(vocabulary and grammar) by developing listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in the 



topic areas listed below. Your teacher will use as much German as possible in the lesson but 

don’t worry if you don’t understand at first, lots of miming and gestures usually get the 

message across! As part of the course, your knowledge of the cultural life in German-

speaking countries will give you a better understanding of how people live there. 

At the end of year 7 you will be able to use the present tense of regular verbs, key irregular 

verbs and will have a good understanding of the simple future tense. You will be able to 

introduce yourself, talk about your family, pets, house, town, school, sports and free time. 

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
The language is taught through the four key skill areas of speaking, listening, reading and 

writing, using a highly communicative approach. There is a big focus on communication so 

pair work, group work and games are commonplace during lessons. All lessons use 

interactive whiteboard software and we also use many of the interactive and online learning 

resources to reinforce vocabulary. These websites are also made available to you so that you 

continue or extend your own learning at home. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
You will receive two pieces of homework each week of approximately 20 minutes. One of 

these will usually be to revise for a vocabulary test; the other might be a simple consolidation 

exercise, or dedicated time using one of the language learning websites. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
Copies of textbooks are kept in classrooms and may be used as a resource. The school will 

provide you with an exercise book which you are expected to keep neat and tidy and bring 

to all lessons. You are required to have a glue stick, scissors and colouring pencils as well as 

the usual stationery. Chromebooks, digital voice recorders and video are also sometimes 

used in lessons to allow personalised learning and greater differentiation across groups. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Progress is monitored regularly through vocabulary tests, classwork and homework exercises. 

Your exercise book is checked regularly for accuracy in written work. Pair work and listening, 

reading and speaking activities are assessed during class time by the teacher and/or peers. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Testing your child on the vocabulary they have been asked to learn each week is the most 

direct way parents can help at this stage. If you find yourself taking a family holiday abroad, 

regardless of destination, we would ask that you encourage your child to have a go at 

speaking the native language. Our aim is to develop confident linguists who want to explore 

the world and truly enjoy the process of discovering different cultures, customs and people. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Mrs Annette Bentz-Denton – ahd@clairescourt.net 
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Modern Foreign Languages:  

Spanish 
 

In Year 7 all pupils will study 6 weeks of French, German and Spanish, then at the end of Term 

1 they will opt for one language to study for the rest of Year 7. The emphasis is to “skill up” 

pupils in how to approach the four different skills, to show how to manipulate basic sentence 

structures which they can apply to different topics, help them to develop their independent 

study skills outside of class and most importantly to engender a love for languages by 

delivering fun, engaging and varied lessons. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Autumn Term 2018 

 

In each language you will cover the same material and 

grammatical points. This will allow you to make a direct 

comparison between the languages you have studied and 

inform your choice.  

Topics 
Hello! How are you? 
What is your name? 
How old are you? 
Can you count to 20? 
What’s the date? 
Where do you live? 
Who is in your family? 
Do you have any pets? 
What colour is it? 
Grammar 
What sound does that make? 
What is gender? 
How do I say ‘the’? 
How do I say ‘a’? 
How do I say it something is mine? 
How do I ask questions? 

 

 

 
Lent Term 2019 

Mi mundo 
Mira 1 Express Textbook: Modules 2-4 
What is your family like? 
What is your best friend like? 
Which school subject do you like? 
What is your home like? 
What is your daily routine like? 

 

 

 

 
Summer Term 2019 

Mi tiempo libre  
Mira 1 Express Textbook: Module 5-6 
What do you do in your free time? 
What plans do you have for the weekend? 
What do you like to do in your spare time? 
What is your town like? 
What is the weather like? 
What are you and others going to do in town next 

weekend? 

 
Following on from your language choice In Year 7 you will learn the Spanish language 

(vocabulary and grammar) by developing listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in the 

topic areas listed below. Your teacher will use as much Spanish as possible in the lesson but 

don’t worry if you don’t understand at first, lots of miming and gestures usually get the 



message across! As part of the course, your knowledge of the cultural life in Spanish-speaking 

countries will give you a better understanding of how people live there. 

At the end of year 7 you will be able to use the present tense of regular verbs, key irregular 

verbs and will have a good understanding of the simple future tense. You will be able to 

introduce yourself, talk about your family, pets, house, town, school, sports and free time. 

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
The language is taught through the four key skill areas of speaking, listening, reading and 

writing, using a highly communicative approach. There is a big focus on communication so 

pair work, group work and games are commonplace during lessons. All lessons use 

interactive whiteboard software and we also use many of the interactive and online learning 

resources to reinforce vocabulary. These websites are also made available to you so that you 

continue or extend your own learning at home. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
You will receive two pieces of homework each week of approximately 20 minutes. One of 

these will usually be to revise for a vocabulary test; the other might be a simple consolidation 

exercise, or dedicated time using one of the language learning websites. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
Copies of textbooks are kept in classrooms and may be used as a resource. The school will 

provide you with an exercise book which you are expected to keep neat and tidy and bring 

to all lessons. You are required to have a glue stick, scissors and colouring pencils as well as 

the usual stationery. Chromebooks, digital voice recorders and video are also sometimes 

used in lessons to allow personalised learning and greater differentiation across groups. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Progress is monitored regularly through vocabulary tests, classwork and homework exercises. 

Your exercise book is checked regularly for accuracy in written work. Pair work and listening, 

reading and speaking activities are assessed during class time by the teacher and/or peers. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Testing your child on the vocabulary they have been asked to learn each week is the most 

direct way parents can help at this stage. If you find yourself taking a family holiday abroad, 

regardless of destination, we would ask that you encourage your child to have a go at 

speaking the native language. Our aim is to develop confident linguists who want to explore 

the world and truly enjoy the process of discovering different cultures, customs and people. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Mrs Annette Bentz-Denton – ahd@clairescourt.net 
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Music 
 

In Year 7, you will be introduced to the three key components of Music – Performing, 

Composing and Listening and Appraising. All the topics last for half a term and are of a 

practical nature. Working together you will broaden your musical knowledge and 

encouraged to develop your analytical and creative skills. As part of the learning process, 

you’ll be taught how to listen to other boys’ work and criticise it constructively.  

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

 

 

Exploring Sound Pictures 
How do you start composing a piece of music? We 

examine the ‘building blocks’ that composers use to make 

interesting music. Using this knowledge you will work 

together in pairs to create imaginative ‘sound pictures’ 

using both your voice and keyboards. 

 
Introduction to the Keyboard and Notation 
Where do the notes go on the stave and where are these 

found on the keyboard? You will learn how to read music 

using the treble clef, and then complete a keyboard 

course, working at your own level and pace. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

 

 

Examination of the Characteristics of Chinese Music 
What makes music sound Chinese? You’ll listen to 

examples of Chinese music and work out the unique 

characteristics that make it sound Chinese. Using this 

knowledge you will then create your own examples in this 

genre. 

 

Exploring Structures in Music 
Why is structure essential in a piece of music? You’ll listen 

to a variety of music and investigate how these pieces are 

shaped by their structure. Using this knowledge you will 

create, notate and play your own examples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

 

 

Examination of the Characteristics of Reggae Music 

What is Reggae music? You’ll listen to examples of Reggae 

music and consider the importance of its rhythm, its 

performers and its cultural context. You’ll learn to play the 

tune of ‘Rivers of Babylon’ from notation, learn to add 

rhythm and single fingered chords to create a satisfying 

performance.  In addition pupils will explore the rich history 

of Reggae Music by completing a written research project 

on this genre.  

 
Exploring Musical Arrangements 
What is an arrangement in music? You will listen to 

arrangements of well known songs and evaluate their 

effectiveness; as example, you’ll take the tune of ‘Drunken 

Sailor’ and develop it arranging techniques and perform it 

in front of the class. 

 

 

 



HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
You are taught in your tutor group and receive two lessons of music each week. You will work 

mainly in pairs to complete performance and compositional tasks.  Tasks vary between the 

prescriptive and open-ended, so there are many opportunities for you to experiment and be 

creative.  Tasks are set so that you can develop them at your own level.   

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
This will be set when it is relevant to the topic being covered. For an extended piece of writing 

it is expected that you spend at least 30-45 minutes researching/writing about it per week, 

the end result after a period of 5 weeks being over 10 pages plus in length. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
Generally the work is stimulated by worksheet instruction, and completed work is kept in 

documents wallets provided by the School.  You main instrument used will be a MIDI 

keyboard for your compositions, and this allows you to sequence or layer your music. You’ll 

learn how to record your compositions.  Pretty much everything we do has a digital ‘edge’, 

from using our keyboards to producing digital files, to manipulating compositions using 

software to change voice, tempo and add layers.  A ‘Music and IT’ activity, after school 

allows additional time to explore the capabilities of our iMac Computers through using 

‘Garageband’ software.   

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Each composition is performed to the whole class and recorded. It is then played and 

marked by the teacher. You critically evaluate your own and each others’ work as a whole 

class activity.  An attainment and effort grade is given for each piece. The grading criteria is 

written on your assessment sheets, recorded by the teacher, and you become very familiar 

with the process. Targets for the future are then set based on what you need next to do to 

improve.  

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Encourage your parents to know your homework deadlines; seek to learn a musical 

instrument either at school or outside, and practise regularly. You can broaden your musical 

knowledge by using internet resources such as ‘iTunes’ and ‘Spotify’ at home, the home CD 

collection and the radio. Hearing music ‘live’ is also encouraged by attending (and 

performing in) concerts either locally or in London. Rise to every challenge to perform; 

whether at school assembly, in a music centre, at church, in a local group, or just in front of 

the family.   

 

For further information please contact: 
Mr Adrian Roach – anr@clairescourt.net 
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Physical Education 
 

In Year 7 all pupils study a Physical Education programme that covers six different modules. 

The programme is designed to cover all key areas of physical development including racket 

skills, fitness and athletic disciplines, swimming, and various ball skills. In addition, all pupils will 

be introduced to the code of conduct, the kit policy (including what to wear for each sport), 

the changing procedure and hygiene standards. Throughout the programme there is a 

strong emphasis on the development of self-respect and respect for others, and the need for 

strong self-discipline in sport. 

 

The programme for Year 7 PE is listed below: 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

Badminton 
An introduction to the smash, clear and drop shot as well 

as the basic rules and court dimensions within the game. 

Can you keep the shuttle in the air during a rally? Do you 

know how to change your grip? Can you smash a shuttle 

to win the point? What are the tram lines used for?  

 

Hockey 
An introduction to dribbling, passing and shooting as well 

as the basic rules of the game. Can you control the ball 

with both sides of the stick? What makes a good team 

player in Hockey? 

 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

HRF 
Pupils will investigate their levels of fitness using a range of 

fitness tests before taking part in a number of different 

training sessions aimed at improving their overall fitness. 

 

Cross Country 
An introduction to cross country, pacing and technique will 

be looked at in the build up to the school cross country 

event. 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

Athletics 
An introduction to throws, jumps and running technique. 

What tactics would you use for a middle distance race? 

Can you master javelin throwing technique? How would 

you mark your run up for the triple jump? 

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
We place a huge emphasis on fitness and health which is why we have developed a very 

specific physical education programme for you. Each class has their own PE teacher for the 

year who will take them through the programme in a double lesson a week. This enables us to 

tailor the course specifically to their needs. We make good use of video, projector and 

appropriate teaching software to illustrate specific teaching points.  PE lessons take place at 

Claires Court Senior Boys, Little Marlow Athletics Track, Braywick Sports Ground. Whilst we do 

not set homework, we have every expectation that you will train and practice hard out of 

hours! 

 

 



WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
Full PE kit and tracksuit including white trainers, and studded boots for games fieldwork as 

required. Swimming goggles are recommended for the swimming module. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Every skill in each module is assessed according to our criteria and then graded for 

attainment (A to D) and effort from 1 to 4 (where 1 is outstanding and 4 is poor). The grade 

your child receives is based on the sport they have been participating in that half term. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
It is important that all pupils are given access to additional sporting experiences outside 

school.  

 

Local clubs offer a wide range of activities that will help maintain a healthy and active 

lifestyle. 

 

For further information please contact: 
Mr Simon Carter – sic@clairescourt.net 
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Personal, Social, Health  

and Economic Education (PSHEE) 
 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHEE) is a key part of the curriculum. The 

KS3/KS4 PSHEE programme covers a number of areas: 

 

 Social, Moral, Spiritual, Cultural Education (SMSC) including the teaching of British 

Values;  

 Contribution to the school and the wider community;   

 Economic well-being, financial capability & enterprise;  

 Personal well-being and pupil safety;  

 Careers;  

 Study skills. 

 

Each strand is covered in a variety of ways, through specific PSHEE lessons, assemblies, annual 

events & talks. 

 

The aims of the programme are: 

 

 To promote the core values of: Responsibility for ourselves, Respect for others, Loyalty to 

our school, Integrity above all. 

 To help pupils enjoy healthy, safe, responsible, emotionally sound and fulfilled lives.  

 To equip pupils with the skills and attitudes to make the most of changing opportunities 

in learning and work. 

 To help pupils to learn to manage their money and finances effectively. 

 To provide pupils with opportunities to take part in charitable ventures both in and out of 

school and to offer pupils the chance to take on leadership and support roles within 

school and the wider community. 

 To provide pupils with study skills and revision techniques. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

 

 

 

 

Class contract and expectations document 

 Discuss contract, rules, expectations and values. 
Organisation 
 Use of homework diary and kit bags. Strategies on how 

to be well-organised at home and in school, particularly 

as regards homework. Emphasis on pupils being 

responsible for their personal belongings and their 

school equipment.   
Target setting  

 Introduce Personal Pupil Profile (PPP) 

 Introduce the concept of Learning 

Conversations.  Learner Progress Review.  
Settling in  

 Starting in a new school 

 Importance of first impressions 

 Making friends 
Friendship / Bullying 

 Introduction to the Junior Division motto:  

‘Treat others as you would like to be treated’  

 Class discussion and group work. 

 Project work – poster. ‘No Bullying Policy’  



 
Citizenship 

 What does it mean to be a good citizen? 

 Discussion of rules – at home, at school and in the wider 

community. 

 What is meant by the term ‘anti-social behaviour?’ 

 A close look at Young People and the Law, and also 
Rights and Responsibilities of young people. 

Life Changes – Puberty 

 Personal Hygiene  

 Puberty  

 Myths and facts  
Events: Speech Day, Fireworks Night, Christmas Hampers 

and Carol Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

 

 

Targets: revision and target setting 

 Reviewing previous term including end of term report, 

and setting targets for this term. 
Careers Advice 

 Introduction to careers information.  

 A range of guest speakers to be invited in to talk to Year 

7 in assemblies, including Police, Nurses and others.  

 Follow up work in form time thinking about what careers 

might interest them as pupils, and what skills and 

qualifications are needed for these. 
Economic issues 

 Managing Your Money.  

Encouraging pupils to learn how to manage their 

money responsibly.  

 Discussion of how pupils spend their money now, and 

ways in which they can save.  

 Money Quiz worksheet. 

 Discussion of how to set up bank accounts, and how 

banks and building societies attract young customers. 
Events: New Year, Reports, Community service leading to 

3for3 Charity Week, Commemoration Service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

 

 

Preparation for Examinations  

 Study Skills with Linda Greetham; study/revision 

techniques, revision timetable, expectations during 

examinations. 
Making changes in your community  

 Having your say  

 Pressure groups 

 Introduction to politics: the Houses of Parliament  

 The United Nations 
Post examination target setting  

 Review of examination results, achievements of the 

year, Self-Appraisal. 
Citizenship 

 Activity Week preparation 

 Summer Fete – volunteering to assist 

 Service in other areas of school life 
Events: Exam Week (May), Summer Fete, Activity Week, 

Reports. 



 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
Pupils are taught in their tutor groups. Tutors follow a scheme that has been designed to 

cover the emerging needs of pupils at their current level.  

 

Some sessions are discussion-based whilst others provide practice and examples.  

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
No homework is set in this subject however pupils are expected to keep their Personal Pupil 

Profile (PPP) up to date. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
The internet, films, leaflets, and posters among other resources are used to support 

discussions.  The school provides files in which their work is kept but you will need to bring 

writing equipment. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
There is no assessment in this subject, though pupils complete self-evaluations & assessments 

at the end of certain units.  Much of the work is done via discussion and debate, which relies 

on pupils being proactive, and is commented on by the Form Tutor in the end of term report. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
The news is full of stories that are linked to the topics studied and the types of questions that 

pupils will be asked to consider. You can support your children by encouraging them to read 

the papers or to watch the news. You could even cut out relevant articles for them! 

 

The school’s major events are listed in the school calendar. Parents are invited to take part in 

the corporate life of the school as much as possible, by attending these functions. By 

encouraging your son to take part in events you are helping to foster loyalty and respect 

among the boys for their school. You would also be supporting the school’s sense of 

community. 

 

Asking your son about his PPP (and looking through it with him) would also be immensely 

valuable. 

 

For further information please contact: 
Mr Gareth Miller -  gmm@clairescourt.net 
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Religious Studies 
1 

In Religious Studies we consider both Religion & Philosophy. All humans are naturally curious 

about life, so during KS3 RS we will study some of the major questions that humans have 

asked since the human race began and look at how different religions have responded to 

these questions. In your lessons you will need to use your own experience of the world to help 

you understand some very tricky problems. To get the most out of this subject, you should 

work hard to listen to others and to express your own ideas.  For a lot of the questions that you 

will think about, there are no right or wrong answers.  What’s important is that you THINK!  

 

You will be pushed to question and challenge things that you would normally simply accept, 

and helped to explore issues that have both global and local significance. Over the course of 

Years 7 to 9 you will develop a range of skills and abilities:  to be able to think critically about 

important questions; to be good communicators of your own views and able to reflect on 

other views; to see connections between beliefs and actions; and, to be able to deal with 

philosophical and ethical problems. You will also be expected to demonstrate these 

developing skills by writing in a range of contexts. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

Sikhism 
Why do Sikhs not cut their hair? Why do they carry a knife? 

Do they really give free food to anyone who comes to their 

Gurdwara? 
 

Pupils will study the key aspects of the faith such as the 

Gurus, the Gurdwara, the 5K’s etc. They will assess the 

importance of these areas to Sikhs & how they influence 

their lives. There will be opportunity for pupils to focus on 

ideas about identity & also ethics as ‘Sewa’ or ‘service’ is a 

key aspect of Sikhism. 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

Judaism 
Why do Jews believe that they are God’s ‘Chosen 

People’? What foods are eaten at Passover & why? Do you 

really become an adult after a Bar/Bat Mitzvah ceremony? 
An introduction to Judaism will allow pupils to study the key 

aspects of the faith. The importance of the Torah & the 

festival of Passover will be studied, whilst the Bar & Bat 

Mitzvahs will allow students to reflect on their own rites of 

passage. 

 

 

 
Summer Term 

2019 

 

Christianity 
Who was Jesus? Why are there Catholics & Protestants? 

Are we still a Christian country? 

 
The origins of Christianity & introducing some of the 

different denominations will be central to this unit.  An 

artistic look at different images of Jesus will allow pupils to 

reflect on what Jesus means to different types of Christians. 

Pupils will also reflect on the influence of Christianity on our 

society. 

 

 

 

 



HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
RS follows a pedagogy known as critical realism. You are introduced to key philosophical 

questions through a study of different religions, and through these introductions are 

encouraged to develop your own views, thoughts and ideas. The very nature of the subject 

involves critical thinking. Moral, philosophical and ethical dilemmas requiring such thinking 

are considered in all schemes of work. You are encouraged to be reflective about your 

personal views as well as thinking about and evaluating other points of view. In order to do 

this well, you need to become knowledgeable about different religious responses through 

personal research as much as through classroom teaching: in essence you are guided to 

become enquirers. Much of the work is done in groups / pairs, and several pieces of work are 

completed collaboratively. You’ll learn how to communicate your findings/views through 

group work, discussion and in assessed presentations. Problem-solving takes place in a 

number of ways, for example when you apply your knowledge of a religious view and work 

out how that group might respond to an ethical or philosophical quandary. You have 2 

periods each week. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
Homework is given out once a week and can take many forms including research & revision 

about the topic studied that day.  A common homework task will be to summarize the day’s 

learning in an artistic form such as a collage or poem. Google Classroom is a powerful tool 

that will be used often for homework tasks such as collaborative research projects. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
You work in exercise books, with stimulus sheets given out during lessons for pupils to provide 

support. There are no textbooks, although there is a huge amount of material on the RS page 

of the Claires Court Hub for pupils to access as well as shared resources on Google 

Classroom. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
In each lesson you will need to do some serious thinking and in most lessons, or as part of the 

homework, you will produce a piece of writing that demonstrates your thinking skills. Over the 

year you will complete two Common Tasks which will take the form of exam style questions 

an end of year exam. Marks for assessment, effort and presentation will be entered into the 

mark sheets contained at the back of your exercise book which your parents will be able to 

see. There is also an assessment grid at the back of your exercise books which explains what 

each grade means and gives guidance how to move up a grade. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
The news is full of stories that are linked to the topics studied and the types of questions that 

pupils will be asked to consider. Parents can support you by discussing global events around 

the dinner table, questions such as “What do you think about…?” “What are your views 

on…?” are just the sort of questions that allow students to develop both their oracy & subject 

knowledge. The BBC website has a number of excellent links for religious, ethical and moral 

exploration! 

 

For further information please contact: 
Mr Sam Mulholland – smm@clairescourt.net 
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Science 
 
Science is everywhere, from the training of the most successful sportsperson to the food you 

eat, the clothes you wear, and the software that allows you to text your friends and use your 

games consoles. We aim to introduce you to the impact Science has on the world today, 

whilst developing the skills required of an independent learner. 

 

Our two year programme is tailored towards posing questions and allowing you to construct 

your own meaning through various learning activities, both inside and outside the science 

laboratory. This will give you a sound base for starting your GCSE Science course in Year 9.  

 

The way we study the sciences at Claires Court is one of our great strengths, with abundant 

opportunities to conduct practical experiments, and develop sound knowledge, led by 

expert teachers in well-equipped laboratories. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

 

 

Transition Project 

 How do you use a Bunsen Burner safely? 

 How can we use everyday objects to conduct scientific 

experiments? 

 How is science related to your hobbies and interests? 

Cells, tissues, organs and systems 

 How have discoveries over the years helped us find out 

in-depth details about living organisms? 

 How can knowledge of the human organism allow us to 

transplant and even artificially grow new organs? 

 How was animal poo used in ancient medicine to treat 

illnesses? 

Sexual reproduction in animals  

 How can we use breeding programmes to prevent 

endangered animals becoming extinct? 

 Why did choirboys have their testes cut off up until the 

mid-19th century? 

 How has the use of IVF revolutionised reproductive 

medicine? 

Acids and Alkalis 

 How dangerous are chemicals that we use in the home? 

 Should Councils ban the use of all household chemicals 

with a high pH? 

 Why do firefighters wear protective clothing and masks 

while cleaning up spills? 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

 

 

Energy 

 Why do koalas sleep for 20 hours a day? 

 Who should be responsible for reducing our use of fossil 

fuels - individuals, businesses or the Government? 

 How can energy from the Sun power an aeroplane? 

Forces 

 How do we know what sports equipment is safe to use? 

 How is pressure used in sports? 



 Why are F1 car tyres kept warm? 

The particle model 

 What evidence allowed all scientists to accept the 

particle theory? 

 What happens to the 300 million tonnes of waste that 

ends up in landfill sites each year? 

 Do you agree with the high penalties for fly tipping? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

 

 

Atoms, elements and molecules 

 How do we get metals from rocks? 

 What metals can we use to produce a racing car? 

 How can we make elements more useful? 

Mixtures and separation 

 Can we make drinking water safe for the 780 million 

people in the world who currently do not have water that 

is safe to drink? 

 Why do some people use filters for tap water? 

 How could you survive on a desert island using your 

knowledge of chemistry? 

Muscles and bones 

 How can athletes try to improve their chances of 

winning? 

 Why does an adult have 206 bones, yet a baby has 270? 

 Does your body have the ability to run as fast as Usain 

Bolt? 

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
You are taught all three sciences by the same teacher in your form groups, with two double 

lessons a week. The questions above are translated into exciting learning opportunities which 

allow you to work together in groups to find your own route to an answer. Laboratory and 

field work are incorporated in the year of study and you will learn the importance of problem 

solving in a creative and critical way whilst collaborating with your fellow pupils. 

Differentiation happens as you delve deeper and deeper into the solution under the watchful 

eye of your teacher. Safe scientific practice is always at the forefront. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
There will be one piece of homework set each week. This will be varied in nature and will be 

aimed at further consolidation and/or further development of taught topics. This is a time to 

complete exciting projects and to show off your knowledge and expertise, often in a creative 

way. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
Chromebooks, together with well-equipped laboratories and the great outdoors, provide 

opportunities to produce work which varies in nature and to research the latest 

developments in the scientific world. You will use various ICT skills to present your findings to 

your peers which also helps your teachers to assess your learning skills. You will receive a 

course textbook for the duration of the academic year, and have access to the online 

platform, ActiveLearn. Your teachers will share work on Google Classroom which gives you 

the opportunity to work independently throughout the year. 

 

 

 



HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Learning skills are assessed during each learning activity. Formative assessments in the 

classroom take place through questions posed, peer assessment and various other 

independent learning activities. We aim to ensure each pupil develops those learning skills 

which they naturally find more challenging. Work is marked regularly and this takes the form 

of verbal, written, or online marking. Google documents are commented on online. Progress 

is monitored by use of weekly homework assignments and common tasks every term. Your 

progress is carefully tracked in terms of correlations between benchmarks and what you are 

actually achieving. Discussions between your teacher and parent will be made as soon as 

the teacher feels you are making insufficient progress. During the summer term, you will sit an 

end of year examination which tests the understanding for Science you have developed 

during the year. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Parents can support your learning by using the questions posed above as starting points of 

conversations, and by encouraging you to watch scientific documentary programmes 

relevant to these topics. Discussing scientific news items, as and when they arise, builds your 

understanding and broader cognitive framework. Our ‘Science in the News’ notice board 

and dedicated Google area should evoke discussion around the dinner table too. An outing 

to the various Science museums and exhibitions from a young age evokes an interest in the 

subject and is strongly recommended. 

 

For further information please contact: 
Dr Karen Loughran – kjl@clairescourt.net 
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