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CURRICULUM STATEMENT SENIOR BOYS YEAR 9 

 

This booklet is a collection of curriculum statements which outline for each subject; what is 

being taught, how it will be taught, the resources that are used and how progress will be 

assessed.  The overarching philosophy guiding our work is that of the Claires Court Essentials, 

in which we focus on developing in our young pupils, the variety of skills and behaviours that 

will maximise their strengths to become successful learners. 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

A PROBLEM SOLVING APPROACH 

Wherever possible, the curriculum is constructed around a series of questions.  This allows 

each subject to make use of a problem solving approach to teaching and learning, although 

there will be times when skills based work is learned and practised, and things need to be 

committed to memory.  This means we challenge our young learners to find the necessary 

information, select it, decide if it will help them answer the question and then construct a 

solution.  This problem solving approach offers a more challenging and interesting approach 

to learning than simply requiring pupils to learn and regurgitate a series of facts. 

 

Our assessment and marking processes also reflect this approach.  Marks and credit will not 

only be given for finding the solution or by showing that factual knowledge has been 

acquired, but how well they have used the various skills within the Essentials approach. 

 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY SUPPORTING LEARNING 

To support learning and progression make extensive use of the Claires Court Learning 

Environment, known as the ‘Hub’.  The Hub makes use of G Suite, Google Classroom and 

other cloud-based software to allow pupils to work collaboratively, share ideas and to 

communicate within our own ‘walled garden’.  It also provides a ‘cloud-based’ work storage 

area known as the ‘Drive’, the great benefit of which is that work is accessible to them 

anywhere in the world.  This major initiative has been supported directly by Google and 

Claires Court is proud to have been one of Google’s ‘Poster’ schools. 

 

HOMEWORK 

In September a homework timetable is issued for the coming year and all homework should 

be recorded, including the hand-in date, in the homework diary.  Please check and sign the 

diary on a daily basis and use it as a means of communication with the Form Tutor regarding 

homework problems, or any other minor matters.  In Year 9 Form Tutors supported by the Form 

Prefect will check your son’s diary on a weekly basis. 

 



BASELINE TESTING 

Early in the new term for boys who are new to Year 9, we undertake a series of baseline tests 

(MidYIS and Suffolk tests) to help us learn more about an individual’s current capabilities and 

aptitude for learning against a standardised national background.  The MidYIS tests give a 

measure of capabilities in vocabulary, maths, shape manipulation, a skills test (proof-reading, 

perceptual speed and accuracy) and the Suffolk test is a basic reading and comprehension 

test.  The results produce an overall profile which gives an indication of the range of an 

individual’s current capabilities and any factors that might impact upon progress.  What they 

do not do is over-ride a teacher’s knowledge of your son, predetermine future success or give 

a limiting mind-set on what any child can achieve.  In terms of learning and progression the 

single most important factor is the motivation and effort that your son puts into his learning in 

all its facets. At the beginning of Year 9 each boy begins developing their Personal Pupil 

Profile (PPP), with their tutor.  This is an on-going document which records achievement and 

attitude to learning grades, individual work targets and aspirations. Please encourage your 

son to share this with you. 

 

ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING 

To enable us to monitor the progress of a whole year group, pupils undertake a series of 

Common Tasks (CT) which are identical pieces of work for all pupils in a Year (Girls and 

Boys).  These are normally taken once a term in each subject, with the summer examinations 

being the largest.  The CT will vary - some will consist of an end of unit test, others will require 

greater in-depth study and personal research.  In addition to identifying how well the whole 

year group is working, we will be able to identify those boys who are showing genuine 

scholarship potential as well as those who may be finding the work too challenging. 

 

SUPPORTING LEARNING AT ALL LEVELS 

We strive to make learning enjoyable, challenging and stimulating.  Progress is not always 

even and not always linear – we all know the joy of a ‘eureka moment’.  We also know that 

sometimes we all need a little extra support and help.  If your son experiences any problems 

in his learning and, understanding and progress seem to elude him no matter how hard he 

strives, please do not hesitate to contact his Form Tutor who will then pass on your concerns 

to the appropriate member of staff. 

 

FINALLY …… 

We are passionate about learning in all its forms and manifestations, and we know that our 

parents value the benefits to their sons of a broad, stimulating, and challenging education. 

This is the year the boys choose their GCSE option choices, we ensure that they have 

guidance through careers talks, assemblies and individual discussion. The curriculum 

continues to be varied with educational visits and on-site specialist activities, and provides 

linguists with their first opportunity for a residential abroad. In addition, we are offering any 

boy in Year 9 the opportunity to learn how to play a Brass musical instrument, such as trumpet 

or tuba.  We prepare the boys to take up the challenge of the Duke of Edinburgh award 

(and to instil good team working skills), and conclude the year with a Residential Camping 

Week, looking at geographical skills and environmental issues. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR 

•  Participation in MFL Residential Trips       

•   Industrial History Day 

•  Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) events 

•  Charity fundraising and Activity Week        

•   Participation in Art, Drama and Music events 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

John Rayer – Head Teacher 
jmr@clairescourt.net  
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THE FORM TUTOR 

Each pupil is allocated a Form Group, which has a Form Tutor. The Form Tutor is the first point 

of contact for you for pastoral and academic issues regarding your son. The Form Group will 

meet each morning, where registration will take place. Your Form Tutor will get to know you 

well during the course of the year, aiming to assist with any pastoral issues which arise in 

school, as well as helping to raise your attainment through monitoring your reports. 

  

METHODOLOGY 

Pupils meet at 8:40 am for registration each morning, until 9:10 am (8:55 on Wednesdays). You 

should arrive in full school uniform with your Homework Diary, pencil case and books ready for 

Lessons 1 & 2. The Form Tutor will register the form, and then monitor each pupil’s Homework 

Diary, checking that homework is being written in fully. They will also check that there is a 

parental signature for each day, showing the Form Tutor that your parents have seen your 

Diary and that they acknowledge that you have completed your homework. Notices may be 

read out to the Form Group, and each Friday the School Bulletin is sent home by email.  

  

EQUIPMENT NEEDED 

Homework Diary, pencil case and books for Lessons 1 & 2. 

  

LESSONS PER WEEK 

The Pastoral programme for Year 9 pupils is as follows: 

Monday – Registration, followed by whole school assembly 

Tuesday – Registration, followed by PSHEE 

Wednesday – Registration + reading 

Thursday – Registration, followed by whole school assembly 

Friday – Registration, followed by Year 9 assembly 

  

HOMEWORK PER WEEK 

No homework is set by the Form Tutor. However he/she may issue reminders to bring in reply 

slips for letters which have been sent home. You are also responsible for keeping your PPP 

(KS3) and PAP (KS4) up to date. 

  

MARKING AND ASSESSMENT 

You receive Grade Cards and School Reports over the course of the year. The Form Tutor will 

scrutinise these carefully, enabling you to see how successful you have been across all your 

subjects. The Tutor makes his/her own comments, in both academic and pastoral matters, 

before the Head of Year and Headmaster both do the same. When you receive your reports 

you should update your PPPs (KS3) and PAPs (KS4) and fill out a self-assessment sheet, on 

which you highlight the aspects you are pleased about, as well as those areas you wish to 

improve. 

  

REWARDS AND SANCTIONS 

Commendations: 

All pupils can be rewarded with Commendations for excellence in homework, effort, 

classwork, helpfulness, demonstrating Key Values etc.  Earning a Commendation provides a 

chance of winning a prize with the Commendation Raffle which is held during Year Group 

assemblies, and other prizes are given out for pupils with the most commendations at the end 

of term assemblies. At KS3 if a pupil receives 25 he will be awarded a Junior Certificate in the 

final assembly. If he receives 50 he will be awarded a Headmaster’s Certificate. 

 

Other rewards: 

There are a range of other ways in which pupil success is rewarded: each term academic 

prizes are awarded by subject heads in the end of term assemblies, and sporting 

colours/awards given out in the end of term sports assembly. Prizes are also awarded 



annually at Speech Day which takes place in the Autumn Term, usually at The Magnet Sports 

Centre in Maidenhead. 

 

You are encouraged to recognise good behaviour in your peers (acts of kindness / things 

observed that have made the school or the life of a person within it better) - there is a Peer 

recognition card  you can use for this. These nominations are also reviewed when making 

decisions about Key Value awards. 

 

Key Values: 

You can be awarded a Key Values badge (bronze to gold) for displaying respect, 

responsibility, loyalty and integrity over a sustained period of time (3 terms minimum).  You 

must apply to your Head of Year for bronze award and can only do this once you have 

made certain that you have met a set of criteria which is stored as a card in your homework 

diaries. 

 

Detentions 

The behaviour procedures can be seen in a flow chart contained in your homework diary. 

  

You can receive lunchtime detentions for poor behaviour. If you receive 4 such detentions in 

a term you will be liable for a Friday night detention after school with the Deputy 

Headmaster. Further detentions will lead to Saturday morning detentions and Inset day 

detentions. 

  

Poor organisation (forgotten books, equipment left around the school site) is recorded in the 

school system. Should this happen 4 times you are expected to attend an organisational 

coaching sessions on Monday lunchtime. 

  

Forgotten / inadequate homework is also recorded in the school system. Should this happen 

4 times you will be expected to attend compulsory after school support sessions with 

members of the Senior Management Team (which takes precedence over other activities). 

8x and you will be expected to attend these sessions for half a term and 12x for a whole term. 

  

HOW PARENTS CAN HELP 

There are many ways in which parents can help ensure that their son’s start to the day in his 

Form Group runs smoothly, so that he may begin each morning positively. 

  

Responsibility: We aim for each pupil to become independent and fully responsible for himself 

while at the school. Please encourage him to become completely responsible for his school 

books, kit and personal belongings. Having every item named is essential.   

  

Organisation: Please assist your son by asking him if he has packed everything he may need 

for the school day. This is best done the night before, and is a good habit for your son to get 

into. 

  

Uniform: Please assist us by ensuring that your son comes to school in full school uniform each 

day, and encourage high standards of dress. 

  

Homework Diaries: Your son should have his Homework Diary on him at all times. Please check 

your son’s Homework Diary each night, and encourage him to bring it to you himself. We 

would be most grateful if you could check that he has written the details of each entry in full, 

as this will aid him when he gets home and begins his work. Please look at his homework so 

that you can keep abreast of the standard he is displaying. Lastly, please sign the Diary each 

day so we can be sure that you have seen it. 

  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0Bz-mUsVbunb7SW9hdXppUE44SjA
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0Bz-mUsVbunb7SW9hdXppUE44SjA


Notes: If you have any low-level concerns, the Homework Diary is an ideal vehicle through 

which to raise them with the Form Tutor. Please write a note at the bottom of the page and 

the Tutor will see this the very next morning. Alternatively, you can contact the Tutors on the 

emails below. 

  

Absences: If your son is absent, particularly through illness, please send him back to school 

once he is well again with a note addressed to the Tutor. This is so that the register can be 

filled in with the appropriate details. 

 

Letters: Please assist us in the collation of data by returning any reply slips to letters promptly. 

Your son may need a gentle reminder to bring all letters home! 

  

Examinations: In the Summer Term, all pupils will take examinations in all their academic 

subjects. Please encourage your son to take these exams seriously, by ensuring that they 

revise sufficiently for these. Dates will be provided of these exams, and details of what will be 

in each exam will be sent home via your son’s academic teachers nearer the time. 

  

Parent Evenings: Dates for Parent Evenings are published in the school calendar. These are an 

excellent opportunity to talk face to face with all of your son’s teachers. We are sure that you 

will take up this opportunity, and we expect all parents to attend. 

 

For further information, please contact: 

 

9A Mr Steve Young - spy@clairescourt.net 

9B  Mrs Caroline Butterfield - cib@clairescourt.net  

9C  Mr Mike Hudson - mwh@clairecourt.net 

9D  Mr Simon Carter - sic@clairescourt.com  

 

Head of Year - Mr Philip Bowen - phb@clairescourt.net 
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Creative Arts: Drama, Music and Art Collaboration 
 

Engagement and education in the creative arts are an essential part of the educational 

program at Claires Court School. Study and participation in the arts is a key component in 

improving learning throughout all academic areas. The arts curriculum enhances creative 

thinking, self-esteem, problem-solving, self-expression, risk-taking, motivation, aesthetic 

awareness, cultural exposure, improved emotional expression, as well as cooperation and an 

appreciation of diversity.  The arts have the capacity to engage everyone. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

and first half of  

Lent Term 

2019 

 

Carousel of the three specific areas: 

 

Drama 

The history of theatre through practical exploration. 

An introduction to style and genre. 

 

Music 

Examine Music and the Media by completing two topic: 

The pupils will produce and perform their own Radio Advert 

The pupils will examine the role of music in Films and 

compose music to accompany a short storyboard. 

 

Art 

A range of different shading techniques using a wide 

range of media. 

Which artists have used Tone and how did they use it 

effectively in their work. 

How can I use Tone to improve my drawing through direct 

observation.  

How can I analyse my own and other artists work and use 

artistic vocabulary to explain my thoughts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second half 

 of Lent Term and  

 Summer Term 2019 

 

The pupils will divide into three groups and focus on the art 

subject of their choice to design and create, perform and 

realise an adaptation of a short novel. This performance 

will be done on the stage to an audience of families and 

friends. 

 

Drama 

The pupils choosing this option will be responsible for 

adapting the content of the novel into a play and to take 

it to the stage. 

 

Music 

The pupils choosing this option will be responsible for the 

complete sound design of the performance. 

 

Art 

The pupils choosing this option will be responsible for the 



design of the programme and posters as well as all the 

visual aspects of the performance. 

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
Drama 

You will learn through watching recordings of live theatre, reading texts and performance. 

You will do research in your exploration of theatre history using different sources. You will 

explore the stage as a performance space. 

 

Music 

Radio Adverts: 

How can sound influence the way you feel about a product? You will hear actual radio 

adverts and discuss the suitability of these examples in order to sell a product or service. You 

will then create your own examples in groups. This should include memorable words and 

appropriate music for your chosen topic. 

 

Film Music: 

Why is music so important in film-making? Through listening you will examine different genres 

of films and discuss the suitability of examples of film music to create an ambient mood. You 

will investigate the ways in which music creates tension, identification and emotional 

involvement in a drama. You will then create your own examples to depict a short extract of 

writing. 

 

Art 

Working with assorted media eg. pencil, colouring pencil, paint, fine line pen and ink. 

Researching artists and images using a variety of sources such as books, internet and 

magazines. Learning how to appreciate what ‘works’ visually and what doesn’t. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
Homework is not set on a regular basis for Music and Drama. But independent rehearsal and 

preparation will need to be carried out in your own time to fulfil the requirements of key 

projects. In Art homework will be set on a weekly basis and is expected to take between 30 

and 45 minutes. Homework will take the form of a selection of observational studies, research 

or studies from artists’ work. Every piece of homework must be documented with an 

explanatory sentence.  

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
Drama 

Live theatre 

Scripts 

The internet 

 

Music 

You use MIDI keyboards for your compositions. This allows you to sequence or layer your 

music, and 

you are encouraged to take an active interest in the recording of your compositions and 

develop your 

technical skills. 

 

Art 

The school has well resourced and equipped Art rooms and all media and equipment is 

available in the Art room and will be provided as necessary. However, the pupils are 

expected to bring the basic essentials such as pencils, eraser and pencil sharpener to classes, 

and sketchbooks must be brought to each lesson. The school provides individual A2 sized 

portfolios where the pupils store their work. 



Equipment you have to provide – the basic essentials such as pencils, eraser, pencil 

sharpener and sketchbooks must be brought to each lesson. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Assessments are made throughout the topic on your ability to apply performance and/or 

performance skills through the creation and realisation of Drama, Art and Music. Assessments 

take place through teacher and pupil discussions which include self and peer evaluation and 

verbal feedback from the teacher is central to how you understand and take forward an 

evolving and informed self-awareness of ‘what went well’ and ‘even better if’. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Drama 

Parents can support their children through the experience of live theatre. 

 

Art 

Many parents take their children on visits to Art galleries and museums, both at home and 

during foreign holidays. This has proved to be of great benefit to the pupils’ in developing an 

interest and understanding of the subject. It is beneficial if parents can encourage their 

children to talk about their work, especially as pupils are always told to take their sketchbooks 

home. 

 

Music 

You can broaden your knowledge by using the internet resources such as ‘Spotify’ and 

‘iTunes’ and the radio Hearing Music  ‘live’ is also encouraged by attending ( and performing 

in ) concerts locally or in London. Take every opportunity to perform, whether it is at a Music 

Centre, in a local group, or just in front of your family. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Mrs Maggie Olivier (Drama) - mco@clairescourt.net   

Mr Adrian Roach (Music) - anr@clairescourt.net 

Ms Frances Ackland-Snow (Art) - fma@clairescourt.net 
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Design and Technology and ICT 
 

In design and technology pupils combine practical and technological skills with creative 

thinking to design and make products and systems that meet human needs. They learn to use 

current technologies and consider the impact of future technological developments on life 

and the environment. They learn to think creatively and intervene to improve the quality of 

life, solving problems as individuals and members of a team. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

RSPCB Bird Feeding Box  
 Can I design and make a bird feeding box using 

wood? 

 Can I cut, shape, sand and assemble a product using 

wood? 

 Can I apply finishes to the product?  

 Can I test and evaluate my product? 

 Can I develop an appreciation of modern design in 

environmental projects? 

 Can I use the correct and safe use of tools and 

machinery? 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

CAD/ ICT Theory 
 Can I use computers and CAD software to create 

three dimensional shapes? 

 Can I apply CAD on my own design ideas and 

improve my presentation skills? 

 Components of a computer system 

 Input and output devices 

 Storage devices and Networks 

 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

 

Tea light holder 
 Can I design and make a tea light candle holder using 

mixed materials? 

 Can I mark-out, cut, shape, sand and assemble? 

 Can I apply appropriate finishes?  

 Can I test and evaluate your product? 

 Can I use the correct and safe use of tools and 

machinery?  

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
A typical lesson in D&T is based on a 10-20 min theory task. A variety of media resources is 

used for this purpose such as links on the school Hub, the Discovery Channel learning 

database and YouTube. The remaining lesson time is dedicated to applying and testing out 

the theory skills. This is achieved through making a series of mini projects involving all three 

resistant materials, wood, metal and plastics. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
Homework will be assigned once a week or once every two weeks to help reinforce or 

expand on theory topics taught during the week. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
Pupils will be using the workshop facilities which include a lot of tools for working with wood, 

metal and plastics.  

 



Pupils are encouraged to use both hand and machine tools necessary for their projects. 

 

Pupils will join Google Classroom to store in their work and any information handed out in 

class.  Any further information or help with the topics can be found on 

http://www.technologystudent.com/ and the departments Hub site found on 

https://sites.google.com/a/clairescourt.net/technology/year-9 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Progress is monitored through projects, homework and three written Common Tasks 

throughout the year. Commendations are given to reward good work progress. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
It is advisable for parents to involve their sons in any DIY jobs at home as this helps develop 

the youngster’s motor skills and confidence working with tools. Parents also can help by 

encouraging their sons with hand drawing and designing tasks. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Mr Aris Spyrou - ais@clairescourt.net 
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English 
 

The English course you will study in Year 9 underpins the entire academic curriculum, not just 

that of English. You will cover all the key skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening each 

half term. In addition, you will practise writing for a variety of purposes and in a variety of 

registers, for example creative writing, letters, poems, leaflets, adverts and reports. Focus is 

also given to the traditional and essential language skills of grammar, vocabulary, 

punctuation and spelling. You will practise comprehension of prose, poetry and drama, and 

take part in speaking and listening activities individually as well as in groups. All of these 

aspects of the subject represent not just English skills, but valuable life skills. During the course 

of the year, units of work based around themes will be taught on a rotation, so the order may 

be slightly different, but the material studied will be the same. 
 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

Theme: War 

 

You will encounter a text or texts focusing on the events of 

one of the world wars. During the study of these texts, you 

will be asked to consider not only the characters and 

events of the texts, but also the intentions of the writer and 

the impact on the reader. Key questions include: 

Reading 
How do writers create sympathy for the characters in their 

novels? 

What common themes can we see in the poetry of the First 

World War? 

 

Writing 
What are our reactions when we read poetry of young 

soldiers?  

Can we display empathy in writing first person narratives? 

 

Speaking and Listening 
How can we use rhetorical devices to make our speech 

more convincing? 

What skills are needed in group discussion tasks? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

Theme: Horror 

 

 

You will encounter a text or texts which fit into the horror 

genre. Through the close study of these texts, you will 

discover the common thematic elements of the genre. You 

will learn to write and improve upon your written analysis, 

and practise including and embedding quotations when 

writing essays. Key questions include: 

Reading 

How do writers create sympathy for the characters in their 

novels? 

What common themes can we see in horror themed 

literature? 

 

Writing 

Can we display empathy in writing first person narratives? 

How can tension be created in writing? 

 

Speaking and Listening 

How can we use rhetorical devices to make our speech 

more atmospheric? 

What skills are needed in group discussion tasks? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

Theme: Shakespeare 

 

 

You will study ‘Macbeth’ by William Shakespeare. During 

this term, which serves as an introduction to the concept of 

GCSE level work, you will discover what methods can be 

used to unlock the language of Shakespeare. This work will 

also be linked to writing based activities, where you will be 

asked to consider your own use of language and structure. 

Key questions include: 

Reading 

How would the play’s characters have played their 

respective parts? 

What methods can we use to unlock the language used 

by Shakespeare? 

 

Writing 

How can I sequence my ideas to produce my best writing? 

What language, vocabulary and other techniques have 

been used to engage the audience? 

What language do we need to use when analysing texts? 

 

Speaking and Listening 

How can we create and sustain a role in a drama-based 

task? 

Can I discuss themes/characters/relationships in pairs and 

in groups? 

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
English is a mixture of creativity and analytical skill, and the lessons you will encounter in the 

subject will reflect that (along with the English themed trips and experiences we will offer 

you). Fundamentally, you will learn by doing - by reading and by writing, but we aim to make 

lessons as interesting and varied as possible, with drama-based activities and creative tasks a 

regular occurrence.  In practical terms, Year 9 are fully streamed and you can be moved up 

or down sets if it is felt that this would be beneficial. In each unit of work there are many texts 

which could be used as a base. The text will be chosen depending on the suitability of the 

different options for the class.  

 

Examples of titles that you may encounter include: 

‘War Horse’ by Michael Morpurgo   

‘The Woman in Black’ by Susan Hill 

‘Blitzkat’ by Robert Westall     

‘Feather Boy’ by Nicky Singer 

 

The School provides you with texts, exercise books and spelling/vocabulary books, as well as 

a plastic wallet in which to keep them. As well as the usual equipment, you are expected to 

have a personal reading book with you at school, as regular reading is essential to 

improvement in the subject. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
Homework will be set twice a week according to the homework timetable. This will vary 

between reading and writing activities, including activities based around spelling, depending 

on what is being covered in class at any given time. You are expected to spend half an hour 

on any given piece of homework. 

 

 

 

 



WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
The study of English is largely based around the texts we will study, but there will also be the 

opportunity for you to use ICT in lots of classwork situations and in most homework tasks. You 

are encouraged to draft and redraft work using word processing. A number of tasks which 

you will come across over the course of the year will be interactive in nature, either as group 

work or as collaborative ICT work on the Claires Court ‘Hub’. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Progress is monitored by the use of classwork and homework assignments, and through termly 

assessments. We have individual assessment criteria for the three different strands of English 

(Reading, Writing and Speaking and Listening) which each result in a Band (1-10) being 

awarded. Details of the assessment criteria will be provided, along with information about 

how this translates to report grading. In the final term of Year 9, as we begin to look towards 

GCSE studies, it is likely that work will be marked using GCSE marking criteria, which you will 

have access to when required. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Parents can assist by encouraging reading on a regular basis, particularly fiction. It would 

help enormously if you read to parents regularly, which will allow parents to see how your 

reading is developing. Reading of quality newspapers and magazines on a regular basis is 

also to be encouraged.  

 

Trips to the theatre to watch productions would be both beneficial and enjoyable as family 

outings, and would help build an understanding about public performance. English is 

everywhere, and the more parents can help you to engage with this, the more successful you 

will become. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Mr Luke Wespieser - law@clairescourt.net 
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Modern Foreign Languages: French 
 

In Year 9, you will continue to develop your competence in the 4 skill areas. You will learn how 

to find out and give more detailed information, as well as developing your grammatical 

knowledge, which will include understanding and giving responses in a variety of tenses.  You 

will also enhance your speaking skills, enabling you to sustain a longer conversation using 

more extended French. This will serve as useful preparation for those who wish to proceed to 

GCSE. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

T’es branché? 

What TV programmes and films do you watch? What do 

you read? How do you use technology? 

 

On est allé à Paris! 

What can you do in Paris? What did you do last time you 

went? What was it like? 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

 

Toi et tes amis 

How do you get on with your friends? What music do you 

like? What did you do last weekend? 

 

Chez moi 

What is your house like? What will you buy to eat? What will 

you do next weekend? 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

 

Tu as du talent? 
What talents do you have? What is your ambition?  

 

Le monde et les pays francophones 

Where in the world do they speak French? 

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
The language is taught through the four key skill areas of speaking, listening, reading and 

writing, using a highly communicative approach. There is a big focus on communication so 

pair work, group work and games are commonplace during lessons.  

  

All lessons rely on significant use of a variety of interactive and digital media and we also use 

online learning resources to reinforce vocabulary. The websites we use in school are also 

made available to you so that you can continue or extend your own learning at home.  

Digital voice recorders and video are sometimes used in lessons to allow personalised 

learning and greater differentiation across groups. You might record short conversations or 

group work, for example, to improve your confidence in speaking. 

  

Our approach is designed with the aim of producing confident linguists who can enjoy the 

benefits of being able to communicate in another language and who are open to other 

cultures and ways of life. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
You will receive one piece of homework of approximately 30 minutes. This will often be to 

write out and learn words for a vocabulary test the following lesson, though on occasion it 

might be a simple consolidation exercise in your exercise book or dedicated time using one 

of the language learning websites. 



  

In addition to the work set you are encouraged to extend and refresh your vocabulary in 

between lessons by visiting one of the websites mentioned. It is a good idea to try and do ten 

minutes of French practice a day. Little and often is the key to success! 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
Textbook - Studio 2. This will be purchased by the school and the cost charged to parents. 

  

Equipment Provided - The school provides an exercise book which you are expected to keep 

neat and tidy. 

  

Equipment Required - You are required to have a glue stick, scissors and colouring pencils as 

well as the usual stationery. 

  

Lessons per Week - You have two double lessons of 70 minutes and one single lesson of 35 

minutes per week. 

  

Online Resources - linguascope.com, memrise, quizlet, zut! - these are just some of the many 

online resources available for the practice of the language.  

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Your progress is monitored regularly through vocabulary tests, classwork and homework 

exercises.  

  

Your exercise book is checked regularly by your teacher for accuracy in written work. Pair 

work and listening, reading and speaking activities are assessed during class time by the 

teacher, you or your peers as appropriate. 

  

You will also have regular vocabulary tests to monitor progress and an end of unit test at the 

end of each topic, which assesses your progress in all four key skills: speaking, listening, 

reading and writing. 

  

At the end of the year there is an examination which tests all four key skills on all the topics 

covered. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
The biggest difference your parents can make to your progress is by encouraging you to 

learn vocabulary regularly. They could help you by testing you, by playing some of the online 

games with you or even trying to keep up and learn the language with you! 

  

A trip to a French speaking country, even for a couple of days, would be of enormous 

benefit.  The Channel ports - Calais, Boulogne - are accessible for a day trip if a longer trip is 

not possible, and a trip to one of the occasional French markets locally, where the stallholders 

are often happy to speak to customers in French, would be a good experience! 

 

For further information please contact: 
Mrs Annette Denton - ahd@clairescourt.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ahd@clairescourt.net


Geography 
 

“Geography is the subject which holds the key to our future" - Michael Palin 

 

There has never been a better or more important time to study geography. With growing 

interest in issues such as climate change, migration, environmental degradation and 

globalisation, geography is one of the most relevant subjects you will study! 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

 

 

1st half term 

Risky World: How do plate tectonics cause earthquakes 

and volcanoes? How do people live with the threat of 

natural hazards? You will become knowledgeable about 

different natural hazards across the globe and work 

collaboratively to research a natural hazard of your 

choice. 

2nd half term 

Who wants to be a billionaire? What is development? What 

causes poverty and why is it unevenly spread across the 

World? You will develop your critical thinking skills here in 

trying to make sense of the amount of poverty that is 

evident in the world. You will also need to be a risk-taker by 

justifying your opinion about how it could be managed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

 

 

1st half term 

Ecosystems: What is an ecosystem? How are ecosystems 

threatened and how can they be conserved? You will 

know and understand different types of ecosystems and 

what requirements are needed. You will also need to turn 

your hand to problem solving and work out how 

ecosystems could be conserved for future use. 

2nd half term 

Challenges for the UK: What challenges does the UK face 

in the 21st Century? How can these challenges be 

managed in the future? This topic gives you an insight into 

GCSE geography and allows you to work collaboratively 

on an inquiry into a chosen challenge. You will then need 

to communicate your research with the rest of the class. 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

 

 

1st half term 

World of Sport: How are global sporting events affected by 

geography? A focused look at Formula 1 motor racing to 

find links between sporting events and wider geographical 

issues, such as climate change, globalisation. 

Revision for Summer exams. 

2nd half term 

Geographical Skills: Why do we need maps? What is a 

cross section? Can you effectively plan a route? You will 

develop your existing map skills here and work 

collaboratively to plan a route ready for your summer 

residential camp. 

Summer Residential Camp: putting map skills into practice. 

 

 



HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
In Year 9 geography is taught in form groups where you will work individually, in pairs and in 

groups on various tasks, enabling pupils to develop the essentials of collaborative and 

creative working. You will take part in class debates and conduct presentations, developing 

your communication skills and have opportunities to be reflective learners through peer and 

self-assessment. You will receive three 35 minutes lessons per week (1 hour 45 minutes per 

week). 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 

Topics vary in their delivery of homework, some topics will require you to answer a 

number of extended questions in your choice of format which will be set and 

completed via the Learning Hub. Other topics will take a more direct approach 

where you are asked to be reflective learners, or undertake independent research. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
You will be taught to use basic GIS software including websites such as the Ordnance Survey 

mapzone site. (http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone) and the Digimap for 

schools website (http://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/login.html). 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Work is marked according to attainment from A to D and effort from 1 to 4 (where 1 is 

outstanding and 4 is poor). You will receive a test, project work or a Common Task each half 

term. You have a formal exam in the summer. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Geography is everywhere, therefore all trips abroad and within the UK are of benefit. Pupils 

should watch the many documentaries available on the BBC and other providers including 

BBC Human World etc. Regular reading of the newspaper and watching of news 

programmes is also beneficial. Parents can test pupils regularly on key words and their 

definitions and help them prepare for the termly tests. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Mrs Caroline Butterfield  - cib@clairescourt.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://mapzone.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone
http://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/login.html
mailto:cib@clairescourt.net


Modern Foreign Languages: German 
 

In Year 9 you will build on the skills introduced in Year 8, learning to give and understand 

information about holidays, shopping, school and school trips, health and going out. You will 

learn new vocabulary, different tenses and other grammar points such as word order through 

the topics covered. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

Was machst du im Urlaub? 

Holidays - Talking about seasons, describing a past holiday, 

talking about places to stay, saying what you did at the 

weekend, talking about a winter holiday. 

 

Gehen wir einkaufen? 

Shopping and Food - Buying fruit and vegetables, ordering 

in a café, shops and shopping, pocket money. 

 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

Was machst du nach der Schule? 

After School - Talking about television programs, using the 

24 hour clock, understanding an interview, talking about 

an after-school trip. 

 

Was ist los mit dir? 

Health - Parts of the body, saying what is wrong, describing 

symptoms, healthy and  

unhealthy eating, sport. 

 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

Kommst du mit? 

Going Out - Accepting and refusing invitations, clothes, 

talking about a party, daily routine, problems. 

 

Bist du je nach Deutschland gefahren? 

An Exchange Visit - Saying what you want to do, a German 

city, a school trip, describing a town or village.  

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
You will have three lessons of 35 minutes each week, usually taught as one double lesson and 

one single. 

 

The language is taught through the four key skill areas of speaking, listening, reading and 

writing, using a highly communicative approach. There is a big focus on communication so 

pair work, group work and games are commonplace during lessons.  

 

All lessons rely on significant use of a variety of interactive and digital media and we also use 

online learning resources to reinforce vocabulary. The websites we use in school are also 

made available to you so that you can continue or extend your own learning at home. 

Digital voice recorders and videos are also frequently used in lessons to allow personalised 

learning and greater differentiation across groups. You might record short conversations or 

group work, for example, to improve your confidence in speaking. 

 

 

 



HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
You will receive one piece of homework of approximately 30 minutes. This will normally be to 

learn words for a vocabulary test the following lesson, though on occasion it might be a 

simple consolidation exercise in your workbook/exercise book or dedicated time using one of 

the language learning websites. 

 

In addition to the work set you are encouraged to extend and refresh your vocabulary in 

between lessons by visiting one of the websites mentioned above. It is a good idea to try and 

do ten minutes of German practice a day. Little and often is the key to success! 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
We will use the textbook Echo Express 2 which will be purchased by the school and the cost 

charged to parents. The book includes listening, reading, speaking and writing exercises and 

all the vocabulary covered throughout the year. You will also receive a workbook 

(Übungsheft) which has additional reading and writing exercises to extend your learning and 

an exercise book. You should bring all three books to every lesson along with usual stationary 

to include scissors, glue and colouring pencils.  

 

In terms of digital resources, you will need to be familiar with Google Classroom and your 

teacher will give you a login for linguascope.com, an online vocabulary resource. We also 

use many other websites to enhance learning, such as languagesonline, memrise and quizlet. 

 

All lesson powerpoints are available on the German subject pages on the school hub so you 

can review the lesson or catch up easily if you have been absent. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Your progress is monitored regularly through vocabulary tests, classwork and homework 

exercises.  

 

Your exercise book and workbook are checked regularly by your teacher for accuracy in 

written work. Pair work and listening, reading and speaking activities are assessed during class 

time by the teacher, you or your peers as appropriate. 

 

You will also have weekly vocabulary tests to monitor progress and an end of unit test at the 

end of each topic, which assesses your progress in all four key skills: speaking, listening, 

reading and writing. 

 

At the end of the year there is an examination which tests all four key skills on all the topics 

covered. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
The biggest difference you can make to your child’s progress is by encouraging them to 

make the most of their opportunity to learn German and a visit to Germany, even for a 

couple of days, would be of enormous benefit. The German department runs a residential trip 

to Germany in October half term. We highly recommend pupils who learn German to take 

part. The German Christmas Markets in Aachen or Cologne, for example, can be reached in 

a day and make for a lovely weekend trip, or (if going abroad is not a possibility) a very 

authentic one also runs every year in Birmingham in November and December. 

 

The key to success in any language is the acquisition of vocabulary so the best way to 

support your child is to ensure that they are regularly and thoroughly learning the vocabulary 

they are set. Parents can also engage in the online activities their children will be familiar with. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Mrs Annette Denton - ahd@clairescourt.net  

mailto:ahd@clairescourt.net


History 
 

In Year 9 you will learn some Social and Economic History: the Industrial Revolution and its 

impact; the British Empire and its impact. You will discover how these events impacted upon 

the working and social lives of ordinary British people. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

 

 

Introduction 

 England 1750-1900: what changed? 

The Industrial Revolution 

 How did the Industrial Revolution impact upon Britain? 

How were businesses set up? Changes in industry; the 

roles of the ‘entrepreneurs’.    

Working lives 

 What were the effects of industrial change on day-to-

day working lives? Where did the new workers come 

from?(e.g. child employment, migration)  

Visit to the Black Country Museum, November 2018. 

The transport revolution 

 How did innovation in methods of transport contribute 

to the broader economic changes? 

Reform!  

 Why were there changes to the voting system in the 

19th and early 20th centuries? What was the impact of 

pressure groups such as the Chartists and the 

Suffragettes? How were working conditions improved? 

Summing up so far 

 Was life better or worse? 

Common Task 1 

 An 18th Century Businessman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

 

 

Britain and the wider world 

 Trade: how did Britain’s empire contribute to her 

wealth? London: why did London need new docks in 

the early 19th Century? 

Britain and the Slave Trade 

 Why was Britain so deeply involved? 

Abolition of Slave Trade and of Slavery 

 What was the contribution of both black and white 

people to the abolition movement?  

The British Empire  

 How did it grow during this period? Case studies - e.g. 

India: (What was the impact of the East India Company 

on Britain and India? Why did the Indian Mutiny break 

out? Was it a mutiny or a war of independence? Did 

Britain learn from this event?) 

Common Task 2 

 Abolition of Slavery. 

Why study History at GCSE?  

 Assistance with making this important Option choice! 

 

 

 

 

How far was 1750-1900 a watershed in British History? 

An investigation into how far this era was a ‘bridge’ 

between the past and present: how similar and how 

different from our own times? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

 

 

 

General introduction, followed by individual project work 

to last approx. half a term. You choose your own area of 

research in order to address this question: an 

investigative/enquiry approach. (Examples of topics 

chosen are: leisure, sport, attitudes to poverty, the role of a 

particular individual, crime and punishment, specific wars, 

Empire topics…the list is endless!) 

 

Project is Common Task 3, and replaces formal History 

exam in Summer Term. 

 Industrial and city living conditions in the late 19th and 

early 20th Centuries: the health of the nation.  

What were the issues for public health and how far were 

these overcome during the late 19th Century. 

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
Individual, pairs and group work as appropriate, 3 lessons (1 double, 1 single) a week, which 

includes investigative tasks, re-enactments and role-play. You work in your form groups. An 

educational visit for the whole year group takes place in the Autumn Term, to the Black 

Country Museum, Dudley, to enhance your study and appreciation of our industrial heritage.  

You will also have the opportunity to do your own historical investigation (research project). 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
This will usually take the form of a written exercise, to last approx. 30 minutes, once a week. 

From time to time a computer-based task may be set, or a learning task if there is to be a test. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
Your work is supported by our textbook, Rediscovering Britain 1750-1900. This text has an 

enquiry-based approach which accords well with our philosophy of how history is best 

learned. You’ll also have an exercise book; you will need to be well equipped for every 

lesson, so you should continue to put all of your work into a plastic wallet. You will be 

expected to use the Internet when appropriate. Tasks will often be set up for you to do using 

Google Classroom. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
You will have 3 Common Tasks a year, one in each term, with the last one taking the form of 

a research project which you choose yourself. We do not give you a formal end-of-year 

exam in Year 9. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
If you want to develop your interest in history further, encourage your parents to visit 

appropriate historical sites with you. Get ahead with your reading, including Historical novels, 

watch appropriate TV programmes, discuss what you have seen and the past in general; all 

this encourages you to see that history is still around us, part of what we are. In Year 9 in 

particular, and especially when you are thinking about your Year 10 Options, discussing 

current events with your parents is particularly relevant, so you can see the links between the 

present and the past. Read the newspapers. Hopefully you will see the benefits of studying 

history to the next stage! 

 

For further information please contact: 

Mrs Jenny Wilding - jaw@clairescourt.net 

 

 

mailto:jaw@clairescourt.net


Mathematics - Higher 
 

Mathematics is an interconnected subject in which you need to be able to move fluently 

between representations of mathematical ideas. You should build on the knowledge from 

Years 7 and 8 and establish links across mathematical ideas to develop fluency, 

mathematical reasoning and competence in solving increasingly sophisticated problems. 

 

In Year 9, you will learn the remaining topics for KS3 in the Autumn term and then start 

following the programme of study for Edexcel IGCSE Mathematics 9-1 (4MA1) for Higher Tier. 

Those who grasp the concepts rapidly will be challenged through being offered rich and 

sophisticated problems to boost your attainment levels. Those who are not sufficiently fluent 

will be given opportunities to consolidate their understanding, including additional practice, 

before moving on. 

 

There will be a Common Task each term where your progress will be assessed in order to 

monitor your progress and we will act accordingly. We review setting at the end of each 

Common Task to ensure that your progress is on track and suggest the correct set where we 

think you will flourish best. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

 

TRANSFORMATIONS – Reflection, Rotation, Translation, Enlargement  

Question: Can you think of 2 transformations which, after both have been 

applied, leave a square totally unchanged in all aspects?  

SIMILARITY AND CONGRUENCE - Similar shapes including using the scale 

factor to find similar areas and volumes; Congruent shapes; Maps and Scale 

drawings 

Question: I enlarge an equilateral triangle by a scale factor of 2. What size 

are each of its angles following the enlargement? 

ANGLES – Angle facts; Parallel lines; Angles in polygons 

Question: I have 2 regular polygons, A and B. B has twice as many sides as 

shape A. An exterior angle of shape B is 18 degrees. How many sides does 

shape A have? 

PYTHAGORAS’ THEOREM 

Question: A 10 metre ladder is propped against a wall, the base of the ladder 

is 2.5 metres from the base of the wall. How high up the wall does the ladder 

go?  

TRIGONOMETRY  

Question: A snooker table is 12ft by 6ft in size. On a scale drawing 1ft : 1 cm 

place a ball anywhere on the table with an ‘X’. At what angle must the ball 

be struck in order that it hits all four sides of the table, before returning to 

exactly the same spot? 

INDICES AND STANDARD FORM - Index notation and index laws; Standard 

form 

Question: Big and small numbers in the physical world nrich.maths.org/7278 

Is there a way of handling very big or very small numbers without the use of a 

calculator? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECIMALS - Recurring decimals; Rounding; Estimation 

Question: If I convert a fraction to a decimal, how can I predict it will give a 

terminating (not recurring) decimal? Hint: find the prime factors of the 

denominators of some fractions in their simplest form. Is there a pattern for the 

ones which give terminating decimals? 

SPECIAL NUMBERS, POWERS AND ROOTS - Prime factors; HCF and LCM; Simple 

Surds; Harder surds; Index laws 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

 

Question: Choose any 2 positive whole numbers, a and b. Calculate their 

HCF & LCM. Investigate the relationship between HCF of a, b  x LCM of a, b 

and the product of the numbers a x b. 

ALGEBRAIC MANIPULATION - Expanding and factorising including quadratics; 

Algebraic fractions; Completing the square; Algebraic proofs 

Question: Perimeter expression (nrich.maths.org/7283) 

Can you find the expression of perimeter and area of a shape if the sides are 

given as letters? 

EXPRESSIONS AND FORMULAE - Changing the subject where the subject 

appears once; Harder changing the subject; Direct and inverse proportion 

Question: If it takes 4 men 10 days to build a wall, how long will it take 2 men? 

LINEAR EQUATIONS AND INEQUALITIES - Solving linear equations; Solving linear 

inequalities and represent the answer on the number line; linear simultaneous 

equation; inequalities on a region 

Question:  If i solve simultaneously y = 5x - 3 and y = 2x + 9, will I have the 

same answer for x when I solve 5x - 3 = 2x + 9?  Why is there no solution  when 

we solve the simultaneous equation 2x - 5y = 10 and  10y =  4x + 1? 

SEQUENCES - Arithmetic sequences, nth term and sum of the first n terms of 

an arithmetic series (including proof) 

Question: Can you find a formula linking the terms in an arithmetic 

sequence? 

Investigating Pascal's triangle nrich.maths.org/5593 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 
 

 

FRACTIONS - Four operations; Mixed numbers; Conversion to decimals and 

percentages 

PERCENTAGES - Simple percentage problems; Reverse percentages; 

Compound interest and depreciation; Repeated percentage change 

Question: If I increased an amount by 10% and then decreased the resulting 

amount by 10%, will I have the original amount back? 

STATISTICAL MEASURES - Mean, median and mode for discrete and grouped 

data; Range and inter-quartile range; Sampling; Scatter Graphs and Line of 

Best Fit 

Question: When representing graphically a given set of data,  how will you 

choose which one to use? 

GRAPHICAL REPRESENTATION OF DATA - Use tables; Interpret statistical 

diagrams; Scatter graphs; Stem and Leaf; Histograms; Cumulative frequency 

graphs; Median, IQR, box plots 

Question: In their CT2  exam, Year 9 pupils  have a Median of 72, Upper 

Quartile  of 81 and Lower Quartile of 64. What percentage of  these pupils 

scored more than 81? at least 64? 

Question: A stall sells 3 flavours of ice cream, chocolate, strawberry and 

vanilla. On a pie chart the slice for strawberry has a 90 degree angle. The stall 

sells the same amount of chocolate and vanilla. It sells 48 ice creams in total. 

How many vanilla does the stall sell? 

GEOMETRY OF SHAPES - Angle facts; Properties of shapes; Interior and exterior 

angles of polygons 

CONSTRUCTION AND BEARINGS - Construct the perpendicular bisector and 

the angle bisector; Bearings; Maps and scale drawings 

 

 

Items denoted in bold italics are extension topics. 

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
You will develop your mathematical and other learning skills through structured exercises, 

computer based activities, open-ended tasks and problem based learning approach. 



Working collaboratively with other pupils is always encouraged. This enables learning to be 

differentiated ensuring that the most gifted mathematicians and those who need more 

support are both challenged and engaged. You will be given opportunities to apply your 

mathematical knowledge in science, geography, computing and other subjects. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
There will be 2x20 minutes pieces of homework each week and these can be in written form 

or completed online and will be marked by your mathematics teacher on a regular basis. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
We will use Hegarty Maths, Maths workout online resources.  Pupils Mathematical 

Enhancement Programme books Year 9(MEP) will also be used at a regular basis. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
You will be required to sit for Common Task test each term. After marking, your subject 

teacher will give feedback and discuss any problem areas specific for each pupil. Pupils 

evaluate their own learning by completing a reflection sheet at the end of each Common 

task. Your mark for each Common Task will be referenced with your MIDYIS prediction and 

those who are falling behind the expected grade will be given support through the 

Department intervention programme specific for each site. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
We would ask parents to contribute by highlighting the relevance of Maths in the real world, 

and the importance of striving for success. Pupils are expected to know their times tables, 

and encouragement and support from parents in this regard is most welcome. Encouraging 

the use of mathematical games from sites such as www.ttrockstars.com, 

www.mathsworkout.com, rather than console games, would improve core mathematical 

skills. Family outings to encourage some awe and wonder of things mathematical, scientific 

and technological would be a huge bonus – the National Science Museum, Bletchley Park 

and the National Space Centre are a few you might consider. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Mrs Juliana Myers - jum@clairescourt.net    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ttrockstars.com/
http://www.mathsworkout.com/
mailto:jum@clairescourt.net


Mathematics - Foundation 
 
Mathematics is an interconnected subject in which you need to be able to move fluently 

between representations of mathematical ideas. You should build on the knowledge from 

Years 7 and 8 and establish links across mathematical ideas to develop fluency, 

mathematical reasoning and competence in solving increasingly sophisticated problems. 

 

In Year 9, you will learn the remaining topics for KS3 in the Autumn term and then start 

following the programme of study for Edexcel IGCSE Mathematics 9-1 (4MA1) for Foundation 

Tier. Those who grasp the concepts rapidly will be challenged through being offered rich and 

sophisticated problems to boost your attainment levels. Those who are not sufficiently fluent 

will be given opportunities to consolidate their understanding, including additional practice, 

before moving on. 

 

There will be a Common Task each term where your progress will be assessed in order to 

monitor your progress and we will act accordingly. We review setting at the end of each 

Common Task to ensure that your progress is on track and suggest the correct set where we 

think you will flourish best. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 
 

TRANSFORMATIONS – Reflection, Rotation, Translation, Enlargement  

Question: A square with side equal to 2 cm has been enlarged by scale 

factor 2. what is the area of the enlarged shape? 

SIMILARITY AND CONGRUENCE - Similar shapes including using the scale 

factor to find  

similar areas and volumes; Congruent shapes; Maps and Scale drawings 

Question: A model of a ship is made using a scale of 1:50. The model is 16cm 

long.  How long is the real ship in metres? 

ANGLES – Angle facts; Parallel lines; Angles in polygons; Bearings 

Question: I have 2 regular polygons, A and B. B has twice as many sides as 

shape A. An exterior angle of shape B is 18 degrees. How many sides does 

shape A have? 

PYTHAGORAS’ THEOREM 

Question: A 10 metre ladder is propped against a wall, the base of the ladder 

is 2.5 metres from the base of the wall. How high up the wall does the ladder 

go?  

TRIGONOMETRY 

Question: How will you find the height of the tree  without actually climbing 

the tree to take its measurement? 

INDICES AND STANDARD FORM - Use index notation and index laws for integer 

powers (including negative powers and zero); Standard form 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTEGERS AND PLACE VALUE - Brackets; BIDMAS; Rounding 

DECIMALS - Conversion; Significant figures; Upper and lower bounds; 

Estimation; Recurring decimals  

Question: Ian thinks that 20.268 ÷ 3.6 = 5.63. Without using your calculator, 

can you verify  if Ian is right? 

SPECIAL NUMBERS AND POWERS - Squares, cubes and roots; Prime factors; 

HCF and LCM; Surds 

Question:  An unknown number is a multiple of 8 which is greater than 50. 70 is 

subtracted from this unknown number to make the smallest possible prime 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 
 

 

number. Can you write down the unknown number? 

ALGEBRAIC MANIPULATION - Index notation and laws; Expand and factorise 

single brackets; Expanding two brackets; Factorising simple quadratics 

Question: Is it true that any number raised to the power of 0 equals 1? Without 

using your calculator, can you explain why? 

EXPRESSIONS AND FORMULAE - Substitute into expressions and formulae; 

Derive a formula or expression; Change the subject of a formula where the 

subject appears once 

Question: If n = -3 and m = n2, what is the value of m? 

LINEAR EQUATIONS AND INEQUALITIES - Solving linear equations; Solving linear 

inequalities and represent the answer on the number line 

Question:  I am thinking of a number. If I double this number then add 7, the 

answer is 1. What number am I thinking of? 

SEQUENCES - Generate terms; Find the rule for generating a sequence; nth 

term; Arithmetic sequences - nth term and sum formula 

Question:  The rule for this number sequence is ‘multiply by 2 and then take 

away 1, fill in the missing numbers   ___,  7,  13, 25,  ___. What is the sum of the 

first  six terms of this sequence? 

FRACTIONS - Simplify and find equivalent fractions; Mixed numbers and vulgar 

fractions; Identify common denominators; Order fractions and calculate 

fractions of quantities 

Question: When we multiply a fraction by another fraction, we normally get 

an answer that is less than the original fraction. Can you give examples when 

, after multiplying the two fractions, the answer becomes bigger than the 

original fraction? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 
 

 

PERCENTAGES - Percentage increase and decrease; Reverse percentages, 

compound interest and depreciation; Repeated percentage change 

Question: Jane spends 11/20 of her money on rent and spends 18% of her 

money on food.  Can you work out the percentage of her money she has as 

left over? 

STATISTICAL MEASURES - Mean, median, mode and range; Mean of grouped 

data; Inter-quartile range 

Question: When working out an average, how do you choose which one to 

use?  

Question:  Why might the statement ‘ Shopping at Tesbury shop can save you 

up to £80 a month’ be misleading? 

GRAPHICAL REPRESENTATION OF DATA - Use tables; Interpret statistical 

diagrams; Scatter graphs; Stem and Leaf; Histograms; Cumulative frequency 

Question: A stall sells 3 flavours of ice cream, chocolate, strawberry and 

vanilla. On a pie chart the slice for strawberry has a 90 degree angle. The stall 

sells the same amount of chocolate and vanilla. It sells 48 ice creams in total. 

How many vanilla does the stall sell? 

SYMMETRY, SHAPES, PARALLEL LINES AND ANGLE FACTS - Line and rotational 

symmetry; Angles in triangles and quadrilaterals; Types of quadrilateral; 3D 

shapes 

Question: If the exterior angle of a regular polygon is 200, how many sides has 

the polygon? 

 

 

Items denoted in bold italics are extension topics. 
 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
You will develop your mathematical and other learning skills through structured exercises, 

computer based activities, open-ended tasks and problem based learning approach. 



Working collaboratively with other pupils is always encouraged. This enables learning to be 

differentiated ensuring that the most gifted mathematicians and those who need more 

support are both challenged and engaged. You will be given opportunities to apply your 

mathematical knowledge in science, geography, computing and other subjects. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
There will be 2 x 20 minutes pieces of homework each week and these can be in written form 

or completed online and will be marked by your mathematics teacher on a regular basis. 
 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
We will use HegartyMaths, MrCarterMaths and Maths Workout online resources. Pupils 

Mathematical Enhancement Programme books (MEP) will also be used at a regular basis. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
You will be required to sit for Common Task test each term. After marking, your subject 

teacher will give feedback and discuss any problem areas specific for each pupil. Pupils 

evaluate their own learning by completing a reflection sheet at the end of each Common 

task. Your mark for each Common Task will be referenced with your MIDYIS prediction and 

those who are falling behind the expected grade will be given support through the 

Department intervention programme specific for each site. 
 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
We would ask parents to contribute by highlighting the relevance of Maths in the real world, 

and the importance of striving for success. Pupils are expected to know their times tables, 

and encouragement and support from parents in this regard is most welcome. Encouraging 

the use of mathematical games from sites such as www.ttrockstars.com, 

www.mathsworkout.co.uk, rather than console games, would improve core mathematical 

skills. Family outings to encourage some awe and wonder of things mathematical, scientific 

and technological would be a huge bonus – the National Science Museum, Bletchley Park 

and the National Space Centre are a few you might consider. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Mrs Juliana Myers - jum@clairescourt.net    
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Personal, Social, Health  

and Economic Education (PSHEE) 
 

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHEE) is a key part of the curriculum. The 

KS3/KS4 PSHEE programme covers a number of areas: 

1. social, moral, spiritual & cultural education - including the teaching of British values 

(SMSC)  

2. contribution to school & the wider community  

3. economic wellbeing, financial capability & enterprise  

4. personal wellbeing & pupil safety  

5. careers  

6. study skills. 

 

Each strand is covered in a variety of ways, through specific PSHEE lessons, assemblies, annual 

events & talks.  

 

The aims of the programme are: 

 To promote the core values of: Responsibility for ourselves, Respect for others, Loyalty to 

our school, Integrity above all. 

 To help you enjoy healthy, safe, responsible, emotionally sound and fulfilled lives.  

 To equip you with the skills and attitudes to make the most of changing opportunities in 

learning and work. 

 To help you to learn to manage your money and finances effectively. 

 To provide you with opportunities to take part in charitable ventures both in and out of 

school and to offer you the chance to take on leadership and support roles within school 

and the wider community. 

 To provide you with study skills and revision techniques. 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Target setting, class contract and expectations document 
 Learner progress review, study self-appraisal from summer 

term Report, clarify aims, set targets, identify barriers to 

learning and find ways forward.  

 Discuss contract, rules, expectations and values. 

 How can I improve/ what difference can I make to my 

education?  

 Who am I? 

Roles of the Court, Youth Court 

 What happens in court? What are the different Court 

systems? 

 What is the juvenile justice system? What offences? 

 How do I get a job within the law? 

Managing money 

 Where does your household spend its money?  

 Who pays for what?  

 How can I earn money? 

Drugs and alcohol 

 Discussing the dangers and the effects of drugs and 

alcohol, safe units to drink as an adult, drugs and the law. 

 What is the safe drinking limit? What is a unit?  

 What constitutes an illegal drug?  

 How can I avoid peer pressure on drug, alcohol and 

tobacco use? 



What is HIV? 

 HIV & Aids-How can it be avoided?  

 What issues are there with HIV & AIDS?  

 AIDS Charities  

What does being homeless mean? 

 Homelessness in Society-who does it affect? 

 Charity hampers in the community- where do they go? 

How did I do this term? 
 A review of the first term. 

 What can I do better? 

EVENTS: Speech Day, Fireworks, Christmas Hampers and Carol 

Service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

 

 

Targets and setting goals for the term 

 Reviewing previous term and end of term report and 

adjusting targets for this term.  

 How can I improve? 

 What difference can I make to my education? 

 Learning Conversations to take place early in this term 

What is Britishness? 

 What does Britishness mean? 

 What are stereotypes?      

 What does it mean to be a tolerant society? 

Options and careers 

 Thinking about curriculum choices for next year, job 

opportunities related to personal skills, strengths and 

aptitudes.  

 The role of the Connexions Personal Advisor – meeting their 

advisor. 

 Target setting and career plans.  

 Am I taking the correct GCSE Options? 

 What jobs are available to me? 

EVENTS: Year 9 Option Talks, Options Advisor visit, 3 for 3 Charity 

Week and Commemoration Service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

 

 

Preparation for Examinations 
 Revision timetable, revision techniques and expectations 

during examinations.  

 How am I going to succeed in the examinations?  

 How am I going to succeed in the examinations?  

 What grades am I aiming for?  

 Can I improve on last year? 

 Review of examination results and achievements of the 

year.  

Preparing for JOPA (a week on camp) 

 Building a team 

 What responsibilities is each team member going to take? 

 What am I going to cook? 

 What health and safety issues are there? 

 Has the team got the right equipment? 

 First Aid 

 Health and hygiene 

EVENTS: May Examinations, Summer Fete, JOPA Week 

(Cookery, Orienteering, Health and Safety & First Aid), Report 

Review. 



HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
Pupils are taught in their tutor groups.  Tutors follow a scheme that has been designed to 

cover the emerging needs of pupils at their current level.  Some sessions are discussion based 

whilst others provide practice and examples.  

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
No homework is set in this subject however you are expected to keep your PAPS & CVs (KS4) 

and ROARs (KS3) up to date. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
You will not need to bring anything for the sessions other than a pencil case.  Sheets/paper/ 

resources that are used are handed out during the sessions. The Citizenship and PSHE Book 3 

will be provided. Pupils can use ICT applications when engaging in some of the group 

activities, or when completing their careers work (for example their COA questionnaires). 

Chromebooks, clipbank and other useful tools are used regularly. ROARs and PAPs are now 

online documents. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
There is no assessment in this subject, though pupils complete self-evaluations & assessments 

at the end of certain units.  Much of the work is done via discussion and debate, which relies 

on you being proactive, and is commented on by the Form Tutor in the end of term report. 
 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
The news is full of stories that are linked to the topics studied and the types of questions that 

pupils will be asked to consider. You can support your children by encouraging them to read 

the papers or to watch the news. You could even cut out relevant articles for them! 

 

The school’s major events are listed in the school calendar. Parents are invited to take part in 

the corporate life of the school as much as possible, by attending these functions. By 

encouraging your son to take part in events you are helping to foster loyalty and respect 

among the boys for their school. You would also be supporting the school’s sense of 

community. 

 

Asking your son about his PPP (and looking through it with him) would also be immensely 

valuable. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Mr Pip Bowen - phb@clairescourt.net 
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Physical Education 
 

This year through physical education, pupils will become more expert in their skills and 

techniques, and learn how to apply them in different activities. Pupils start to understand 

what makes an effective performance and how to apply these principles to their own and 

others’ work. Pupils learn to take the initiative and make decisions for themselves about what 

to do to improve performance. They start to identify the types of activity they prefer. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

 

Rowing - The aim of this unit it to further develop skills learnt 

in Year 8. You will continue to work on sequencing, posture, 

ratio and rhythm. You will also race on ergos and gain 

distance awards. 

 
HRF - Health Related Fitness is designed to test and improve 

each pupil’s general fitness. Are you as fit as you can be? 

What training methods can you incorporate in a training 

programme? How often should you train? 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

Badminton - Further development of the smash, clear, drop 

shot, and backhand shots. Develop both singles and 

doubles game play and scoring.  Become aware of how to 

dominate and manipulate your opponent in games. 

 

Hockey - Further development of core skills. Work to 

develop an understanding of game play and the rules of a 

full game. 

 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

 

 

Athletics - Continual development of throws, jumps and 

running technique.  Develop an understanding of how to 

train for individual events as well as more advanced 

techniques and tactics involved in your preferred 

discipline. 

 

Tennis - More emphasis is placed on game play in Year 9 

ensuring that pupils are able to play and score both 

doubles and singles matches confidently.  Pupils take part 

in small tournaments within the lesson, whilst developing. 

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
We still place a huge emphasis on fitness and health which is why we have developed a very 

specific physical education programme for you. Each class has their own PE teacher for the 

year who will take them through the programme in a double lesson a week. The classes are 

split on ability that are. We make good use of video, projector and appropriate teaching 

software to illustrate specific teaching points.  PE lessons take place at Claires Court Senior 

Boys, Braywick Sports Ground and Little Marlow athletics track. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
No official homework will be set in PE. However, if a PE teacher deems a pupil to be unfit, he 

may set additional fitness tasks to be completed outside school.  Or if pupils have expressed 

an interest in studying GCSE PE advised as to how they can continue to develop their 

performance outside of the lesson. 

 

 



WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
All necessary sports equipment will continue to be provided.  Pupils that have a developing 

expertise in some of the sports may decide to purchase and use their own rackets or sticks for 

example. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Every skill in each module is assessed according to our criteria and then graded for 

attainment (A to D) and attitude to learning from 1 to 4. The grade you receive is based on 

the sport you have been participating in that half term. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Ensuring that boys take all opportunities to take part in different sports is essential.  By Year 9 

boys may well have favourite sports but it could well be detrimental to their overall progress in 

their chosen sport if the specialise on it too early.   Many sports have transferable skills both 

physical and mental that will accelerate progress in their number on sport. 

 

For further information please contact: 

Mr Simon Carter - sic@clairescourt.net 
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Religious Studies 
 

In Religious Studies we consider both Religion & Philosophy. All humans are naturally curious 

about life, so during KS3 RS we will study some of the major questions that humans have 

asked since the human race began and look at how different religions have responded to 

these questions. In your lessons you will need to use your own experience of the world to help 

you understand some very tricky problems. To get the most out of this subject, you should 

work hard to listen to others and to express your own ideas.  For a lot of the questions that you 

will think about, there are no right or wrong answers.  What’s important is that you THINK!  

  

You will be pushed to question and challenge things that you would normally simply accept, 

and helped to explore issues that have both global and local significance. Over the course of 

Years 7 to 9 you will develop a range of skills and abilities:  to be able to think critically about 

important questions; to be good communicators of your own views and able to reflect on 

other views; to see connections between beliefs and actions; and, to be able to deal with 

philosophical and ethical problems. You will also be expected to demonstrate these 

developing skills by writing in a range of contexts. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

 

 

Philosophy & Ethics 1 

When does life begin? Should we able to end our own life? 

Should drugs be legalised? How should we treat the 

environment? 

 

This term will see pupils explore contentious issues such as 

euthanasia & abortion. They will investigate the legal 

approach to such subjects, assess religious views towards 

them & develop their own opinion. 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

 

 

Philosophy & Ethics 2 

Is war ever right? Should we bring back capital 

punishment? Why do people divorce? Are women treated 

equally? 

  

Pupils will continue a study of ethical concepts with 

particular emphasis on society. They will be investigating 

religious attitudes & developing their own towards topics 

such as conflict, crime, discrimination etc. 

 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

 

 

Philosophy & Ethics 3 

Does God exist? How was the world created? What 

happens when we die? 

  

The final term of Year 9 will see pupils begin to explore 

philosophical questions. They will debate religious & 

scientific approaches to some of the questions listed 

above & explore their own feelings on the topics. 

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
RS follows a pedagogy known as critical realism. You are introduced to key philosophical 

questions through a study of different religions, and through these introductions are 

encouraged to develop your own views, thoughts and ideas. The very nature of the subject 

involves critical thinking. Moral, philosophical and ethical dilemmas requiring such thinking 

are considered in all schemes of work. You are encouraged to be reflective about your 



personal views as well as thinking about and evaluating other points of view. In order to do 

this well, you need to become knowledgeable about different religious responses through 

personal research as much as through classroom teaching: in essence you are guided to 

become enquirers.  

  

Much of the work is done in groups / pairs, and several pieces of work are completed 

collaboratively. You’ll learn how to communicate your findings/views through group work, 

discussion and in assessed presentations. Problem-solving takes place in a number of ways, 

for example when you apply your knowledge of a religious view and work out how that 

group might respond to an ethical or philosophical quandary. You have 2 periods each 

week. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
Homework is given out once a week and can take many forms including research & revision 

about the topic studied that day.  A common homework task will be to summarize the day’s 

learning in an artistic form such as a collage or poem. Google Classroom is a powerful tool 

that will be used often for homework tasks such as collaborative research projects. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
You work in exercise books, with stimulus sheets given out during lessons for pupils to provide 

support. There are no textbooks, although there is a huge amount of material on the RS page 

of the Claires Court Hub for pupils to access as well as shared resources on Google 

Classroom. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
In each lesson you will need to do some serious thinking and in most lessons, or as part of the 

homework, you will produce a piece of writing that demonstrates your thinking skills. Over the 

year you will complete two Common Tasks which will take the form of exam style questions 

and an end of year exam. Marks for assessment, effort and presentation will be entered into 

the mark sheets contained at the back of your exercise book which your parents will be able 

to see. There is also an assessment grid at the back of your exercise books which explains 

what each grade means and gives guidance how to move up a grade. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
The news is full of stories that are linked to the topics studied and the types of questions that 

pupils will be asked to consider. Parents can support you by discussing global events around 

the dinner table, questions such as “What do you think about…?” “What are your views 

on…?” are just the sort of questions that allow pupils to develop both their oracy & subject 

knowledge. The BBC website has a number of excellent links for religious, ethical and moral 

exploration! 

 

For further information please contact: 
Mr Sam Mulholland - smm@clairescourt.net 
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Science 
1 

 

GCSE (9-1) Combined Science/GCSE (9-1) Biology, GCSE (9-1) Chemistry, GCSE (9-1) Physics 

 

Exam Board Edexcel Specification Code 1SC0/1BI0,1CH0, 1PH0 

 

COURSE STRUCTURE 
There are two routes available. The separate science route leads to three GCSEs in the 

individual science disciplines. Each subject can be taken at either higher or foundation tier. 

The combined science route leads to two GCSEs which comprise all three disciplines. 

Combined science can be taken at either higher or foundation tier; however, all three 

subjects must be taken at the same tier. For both routes, there will be two examinations in 

each of the science disciplines at the end of year 11. These will include questions based on a 

number of core practical investigations that will be completed during the course. The A level 

requirement of a grade 7 or above remains irrespective of whether this is obtained through 

the separate science route or the combined science route. 

 

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 
 AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: scientific ideas; scientific techniques 

and procedures - 40% 

 AO2 Apply knowledge and understanding of: scientific ideas; scientific enquiry, 

techniques and procedures - 40%  

 AO3 Analyse information and ideas to: interpret and evaluate; make judgements and 

draw conclusions; develop and improve experimental procedures - 20% 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

 

Biology 
Microscopes, animal, plant, specialised and bacterial cells, 

cells and control. 

Chemistry 
States of matter, methods of separating and purifying 

substances, atomic structure, the Periodic Table. 

Physics 

Conservation of energy, keeping warm, energy resources. 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

 

Biology 
Health, disease and the development of medicine. 

Chemistry 
Ionic bonding, covalent bonding, types of substance, 

acids and alkalis. 

Physics 

Motion, velocity and acceleration, forces, Newton’s Laws, 

momentum and safety. 

 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

 

Biology 
Enzymes and nutrition, natural selection and genetic 

modification. 

Chemistry 
Acids and alkalis continued, electrolytic processes. 

Physics 

Waves, refraction and the electromagnetic spectrum. 

 



HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
All of the learning in GCSE is structured around investigations which will vary in nature. This 

could be a practical investigation which you will have to research, plan and execute. It 

could be a collaborative presentation/poster/model which groups create and present to 

peers after researching a topic. We encourage debate and discussion where more 

controversial topics are being addressed. Peer teaching forms a large part of our teaching 

approach as we would like you to develop into independent and confident young scientists 

who have competent research skills. Chromebooks in the laboratory will be provided to give 

opportunity for research in order to inform the above mentioned learning experiences. We 

also afford you the opportunity to keep abreast of exciting scientific developments ensuring 

that we look after the scientists of tomorrow. 

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
There will be one piece of homework set in each of the 3 sciences each week following the 

double lesson. This will be varied in nature and will be aimed at further consolidation and/or 

further development of taught topics. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
You will use a course specific textbook and revision guide along with Chromebooks. Our 

learning platform can be found on the Edexcel online ActiveLearn Digital Service which 

affords you the opportunity to revise independently throughout the year. All links to 

examination boards, teaching resources and homework can be accessed via the Claires 

Court Hub. Lessons will take place in science laboratories with appropriate scientific 

equipment. What you need to provide is a pen, pencil, rubber, ruler, calculator and glue 

stick. 

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Investigative activities will be qualitatively assessed; at times this will take the form of groups 

presenting their findings using various Google applications. Quantitative assessment takes 

place in various ways. Exercise books are marked every two weeks. Progress is monitored by 

use of homework assignments and Common Tasks. You will complete at least two Common 

Tasks in each Science as well as smaller formative assessments throughout the year. An 

examination will take place in the Summer Term to finalise Separate or Combined Science 

routes. You will be carefully tracked in terms of correlations between benchmarks and what 

you are actually achieving. Discussions between teacher and parent will be made as soon as 

the teacher feels insufficient progress is being made. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Parents can support your learning by insisting on well organised notes and a quiet work space 

at home, as well as monitoring your revision program. Taking an interest in topics you are 

studying will allow you to consolidate what you are learning in class. Watching scientific 

documentary programmes and discussing science topics in the news offers opportunities to 

reflect on possible career options as well. Our science in the news notice board should evoke 

discussion around the dinner table as well. An outing to the various science museums from a 

young age evokes an interest in the subject and is strongly recommended. 

 

For further information please contact: 
Dr Karen Loughran - kjl@clairescourt.net 
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Modern Foreign Languages: Spanish 
 

In Year 9, you will continue to develop your competence in the 4 skill areas. You will learn how 

to make enquiries and give more detailed information, as well as developing your 

grammatical knowledge, which will include understanding and giving responses in a variety 

of tenses.  You will also enhance your speaking skills, enabling you to sustain a longer 

conversation using more extended Spanish. This will serve as useful preparation for those who 

wish to proceed to GCSE. 

 

WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 

 

 

 

Autumn Term 

2018 

 

Mis Amigos y Yo 

Mira 2 Express Textbook 

Modules 1-2 

 

What are your friends like? 

What do you do with your friends in your spare time? 

What are you going to do next weekend with your friends? 

What TV programs and film genres do you like? 

What do you think of social media? 

 

 

 

Lent Term 

2019 

 

Las Vacaciones 

Mira 2 Express Textbook 

Module 3-4 

 

What do you normally do during your holidays? 

What did you do last summer? 

What do you know about festivals and traditions of 

Spanish-speaking countries? 

Can you order food and drink in a Spanish restaurant? 

 

 

Summer Term 

2019 

 

 

La Vida Sana 

Mira 2 Express Textbook 

Module 6 

 

How can we have a healthy lifestyle? 

What did you and others eat last time you went out for 

dinner? 

 

HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
The language is taught through the four key skill areas of speaking, listening, reading and 

writing, using a highly communicative approach. There is a big focus on communication so 

pair work, group work and games are commonplace during lessons.  

 

All lessons rely on significant use of a variety of interactive and digital media and we also use 

online learning resources to reinforce vocabulary. The websites we use in school are also 

made available to you so that you can continue or extend your own learning at home.  

 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
You will receive one piece of homework of approximately 30 minutes. This will often be to 

write out and learn words for a vocabulary test the following lesson, though on occasion it 

might be a simple consolidation exercise in your exercise book or dedicated time using one 

of the language learning websites. 

 



In addition to the work set you are encouraged to extend and refresh your vocabulary in 

between lessons by visiting one of the websites mentioned. It is a good idea to try and do ten 

minutes of Spanish practice a day. Little and often is the key to success! 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 

 
Textbook - Mira 2. Pupils will be provided with a copy of this book and will give it back at the 

end of the year so there is no extra cost. 

 

Equipment Provided - The school provides an exercise book which you are expected to keep 

neat and tidy. 

 

Equipment Required - You are required to have a glue stick, scissors and colouring pencils as 

well as the usual stationery. 

 

Lessons per Week - You have two double lessons of 70 minutes and one single lesson of 35 

minutes per week. 

 

Online Resources - linguascope.com, memrise, quizlet, VocabExpress - these are just some of 

the many online resources available for the practice of the language. You will also use 

Google classroom and the resources on the school Hub to support and extend your learning.  

 

HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Your progress is monitored regularly through vocabulary tests, classwork and homework 

exercises.  

 

Your exercise book is checked regularly by your teacher for accuracy in written work. Pair 

work and listening, reading and speaking activities are assessed during class time by the 

teacher, you or your peers as appropriate. 

 

You will also have regular vocabulary tests to monitor progress and an end of unit test at the 

end of each topic, which assesses your progress in all four key skills: speaking, listening, 

reading and writing. 

 

At the end of the year there is an examination which tests all four key skills on all the topics 

covered. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
The biggest difference your parents can make to your progress is by encouraging you to 

learn vocabulary regularly. They could help you by testing you, by playing some of the online 

games with you or even trying to keep up and learn the language with you! 

 

Taking part in the Spanish trip during the October half-term will be of enormous benefit and a 

great experience. Otherways, a trip to a Spanish-speaking country during the summer 

holidays will not only allow you to put your language into practice but it will be a lot of fun for 

the whole family!  

 

For further information please contact: 

Mrs Annette Denton - ahd@clairescourt.net 
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