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The recent joy of our boys 
completing the triple thanks 
to their astonishing result at 
the Henley Regatta cannot 
have been missed by many! 
Social media channels went 
crazy with the highest number 
of likes on some of our posts in 
recent months, plus a fabulous 
complimentary commentary 
during the live BT Sport and 
YouTube coverage. Whilst the 
Quad came away with the 
Fawley Challenge Cup, the 
Eights inaugural race at Henley 
did not go unnoticed when 
the video showing the boys’ 
reaction to the announcement 
about them qualifying, was 
retweeted by Matthew Pinsent.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY YOUR 
MAJESTY
The Queen’s 90th birthday has created some 
wonderful historical learning opportunities for our 
Junior pupils, plus a moment of TV stardom for 
some lucky Year 5s. The memorable celebration, 
hosted by Discovery Education and broadcast 
in thousands of classrooms around the country, 
saw our twenty boys and girls dress as characters 
from two decades of the Queen’s life. Then in the 
quadrangle outside the Queen’s Apartments at 
Windsor Castle they enjoyed a fantastic tea party.

Our table from the 1930s looked (top picture) very 
grown up, however the 1990s table upstaged 
them, winning ‘The Best Looking Table’ not 
surprisingly as the Spice Girls were involved!

Photos courtesy of Royal Collection Trust / 
© Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 2016.

#AMAZING 
@clairescourt
At the end of this academic year from across our community, 
there is as ever, much to celebrate, an abundance of 
good news to reflect on and a whole host of wonderful 
achievements to tell you about.

Some of these ‘big’ wins are shared with you in this newsletter 
along with our plans for the future; however our Academic 
Principal’s round-up focuses on the amazing support you, our 
parents, give to the School and the fantastic outcomes in 
return. See page two for the full article…

TEAM CHAMPS
For the fourth year in a row, with two more medals than 
last year, the athletes from Claires Court Boys and Girls 
helped the London West team win the ISA National Athletics 
Championships. And, as if that wasn’t enough, two national 
records were broken and four pupils won three gold medals 
each. Congratulations to the whole team and to those 
involved in the regional events.

          goo.gl/EsYhEE

Claires Court School Boat Club 
is now the holder of the Fawley 
Challenge Cup, The Schools’ 
Head of the River and National 
Schools Regatta titles. 

          goo.gl/n4HkAo   

Well done to Tom Jost, his team 
of coaches and all the crews, a 
proud moment in Claires Court’s 
history.

Congratulations to our Fawley 
Challenge Cup Winners 
Finlay Gronmark, Jonathan 
Cameron, Alex Richardson, 
Oliver Costley.

HIGHLIGHTING ON HENLEY ROYAL REGATTA 
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‘PARENTS AT THE HEART OF CLAIRES COURT’

But it’s not just the investment 
that you support. Despite the 
monsoon, you turned up in your 
droves to the Summer Fete. 
The swimming galas and sports 
days have attracted immense 
crowds of parents, as have the 
very many and diverse artistic, 
dramatic and musical events. 
And if I may take you back 
to Henley on Finals Day, our 
winning crew tells us you were 
everywhere, from the start at 
Temple, in the enclosures on 
the towpath down past Fawley 
and Remenham, at Phyllis Court 
and in the Stewards’ enclosure, 
cheering them on and bringing 
the first ever Claires Court boat 
home. Oh, and you were on 
social media as well, not just for 
the rowing, but for everything 
else — @clairescourt, well done 
#clairescourtparents!

Throughout this academic year, and on so 
many different occasions, we have come 
to appreciate just how central parents 
have become to our success.  The Quad 
that has just won the Fawley Challenge 
Cup at Henley was purchased through 
the fundraising efforts of the Boat Club 
committee, part of the PTA. The brilliant 
Senior Girls Music Technology Showcase 
could only emerge as a result of the
investment by the School and PTA into new 
digital music equipment. The PTA provided 
the fabulous planters at Junior Boys; visibly 
growing food for the children’s consumption 
has brought an extra level to the Bushcraft 
activity. The arrival of the latest hi-tech 
milling machine to support the hard 
technology development at Senior Boys 
was similarly funded. 

SENIOR BOYS SPORTS DAY

JUNIOR BOYS PLANTING

SENIOR GIRLS MUSIC PERFORMANCE

OUTGOING AND INCOMING 
CHAIRS

NURSERY & GIRLS
Gail Wheeler handing over to 

Anna Taylor-West

SENIOR BOYS AND SIXTH FORM
Felipe Foy for his continued 

contribution as Chair next year

JUNIOR BOYS
Emma Robertson handing over 

to Ana Sidders

We Thank and We Welcome!

JUNIOR GIRLS 
SWIMMING GALA

OUR PTA SUBCOMMITTEE 
GROUPS
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With all this funding, some £65,000 this year, 
comes accountability, both internally to 
the School community and to the Charity 
Commission. The PTA Main Board has five 
independent Trustees, all of whom have close 
and substantial connections to the School.  
Thank you to Phyllis Avery MBE (President), 
Rosemary Barker (Secretary) and fellow 
members Sheila Hooker, Bob Green and Trevor 
Sharkey for their continued support for this 
area of work. Having seen their children travel 
from short socks to the Claires Court crested 
badge, between them they have accumulated 
numerous hours volunteering and years of 
experience as parents of the School. Some of 
the group account for 53 years as employees 
and they also include the ever supportive 
husband of a former Headteacher and more 
currently a granny of two younger pupils.

In the main, this parent support of teachers and 
pupil activity is spontaneous, born out of a love 
and willingness to support your child. The formal 
existence of a Parent and Teacher Association, 
subdivided into its various committees and 
interest groups, permits all involved to be quite 
forensic in how support may be given, be that 
fundraising for our 1st XV Rugby Tour to South 
Africa, for more local residential tours in the 
UK, and of course into the School facilities that 
forever seem to need expansion to meet ever 
changing pupil interests. PTA funding allows 
the School to be so much more agile than the 
Principals can otherwise permit.

So parents, whatever your form of support, from 
tuition fees to burger flip, at Summer Ball or on 
Facebook and Twitter, thank you so much for 
everything that you have been able to achieve 
for us this year — your support has been simply 
#AMAZING.

James Wilding
Academic Principal

NEW CAMPUS CONSULTATION
We hope that you were able to join us at 
our new campus consultation and exhibition 
last week. All the materials are now online 
for you to view at www.clairescourt.com/
consultation

Feedback from the event was very positive, 
with many comments on the layout and 
style of the campus. Understandably there 
were concerns about increased traffic in 
the area, but rest assured traffic modelling 
shows that the changes to the road layouts 
on Cannon Lane from the Bath Road 
roundabout, the Altwood Road roundabout, 
the new roundabout at Farmers Way (and 
the roadway to the new campus) and the 
junction at Highfield Lane will improve the 
traffic flow. 

Your thoughts and support for the scheme 
are crucial to our application. Please ‘have 
your say’ by completing the leaflet in the 
end of term mailing or online feedback 
form   www.clairescourt.com/consultation. 
Responses are per person, rather than per 
family. Please also share the link with your 
family and friends. 

Hugh Wilding
Administrative Principal
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PTA

In the past the PTA subscription has been an additional extra 
appearing on the termly bill. You will be pleased to learn that 
membership for all families, from Nursery to Sixth Form, is now 
included in the school fee and will no longer appear on your 
child’s invoice. The scale of fees for 2016-17 remains unaltered 
from that advised at Easter.



BOB THE BUILDER 
GETTING CREATIVE 
FOR THE ARTS!
This summer our team of builders 
will be back across the three 
sites to continue investment in 
our current facilities. They will 
be revitalising and refurbishing 

ALL ABOARD!
Have you seen the new coach routes map? It reflects just how 
far and wide our home-to-school bus service encompasses. The 
routes and timings have all been reviewed and slight adjustments 
have been made to meet some of your requests, for instance, 
we now have a new route serving those living in or near Speen 
(Bucks). There is also a new annual pass which represents the 
same good value for the service as last year. All details about 
how to order a pass and current timetables are on our website. 
Passes will be sent home over the summer.

Mr Rayer (Headteacher) being the precise geographer he is, 
would like to know, ‘where exactly the clock tower is at Senior 
Boys?’ That should keep him busy over the summer!

AND FINALLY
If you fancy seeing a London theatre performance this 
summer…

After rave reviews of their A Level drama piece, the Sixth 
Form Shed Theatre is taking their production of ‘Coward’ 
to the West End.  They will be performing at The Lounge, 
Leicester Square Theatre from 22 to 26 August. Do come 
along, you will be moved and entertained.

          goo.gl/tg2A5n 

some key areas to enhance our 
drama and art provision.

The Art and Textiles rooms at the 
Girls are being transformed to 
provide more purposeful and 
inspiring work environments. As 
well as redecoration there will 
be new easels, work stations 
and stools, along with bespoke 

portfolio storage units with 
display panels.

The Mezzanine at Junior Boys 
is being screened off from the 
Hall, to allow a dedicated and 
versatile space, ideal for drama.  
Whilst across at Senior Boys, the 
drama studio is being extended 
thanks to the relocation of the 

DT machinery, which in turn will 
be in a more accessible room 
so it can be used at any time of 
the day.

Other improvement works will 
be going on around the school 
for the benefit of everyone, but 
they are not as exciting to write 
about!

Claires Court, 1 College Avenue, Maidenhead, Berkshire, SL6 6AW
01628 411472   |   www.clairescourt.com

Although our Nursery pupils did not have the chance 
to show their sporting prowess, thanks to the British 
weather, they had great fun practising. During sessions 
on the field they improved their running, balancing 
and hopping skills, and learned more about working in 
teams and taking part in competitive activity.  

NURSERY SPORTS DAY
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NO SUN BUT STILL FUN!

GCSE YEAR 10 ART


