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ASPIRATION 
AND ACHIEVEMENT
End of term and Sports Day go together Like ‘egg
and spoon’ and ‘high and jump’!

Claires Court’s competitive camaraderie and team 
spirit is always evident at these events.  No matter 
what the age of the competitors, loud cheering 
from teammates, parents and supporters just adds 
to the atmosphere! Please enjoy a snapshot of 
Sports Day 2015...

Claires Court Girls and Boys were instrumental in 
helping the London West team win the ISA National 
Athletics Championships, retaining the trophy for the 
third year. Their efforts brought in a haul of 20 gold, 
12 silver and 3 bronze medals, plus three national 
records.  Well done, to all the team.

CLAIRES COURT
MAIDENHEAD
AN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AND BOYS

      As the 
Summer Term draws 
to its close and we 
reach the end of another 
School year, this newsletter 
gives me the opportunity to 
thank all those who make Claires 
Court the unique School it is, be they 
pupil, parent, member of staff or visitors.  It 
never ceases to amaze me as to how much 
we cram into the Summer Term.  This newsletter 
represents just a small selection of the learning 
experiences and opportunities our pupils have 
enjoyed this term.  

More from James Wilding, 
Academic Principal inside...

RECORD BREAKERS

Included in this edition:

Experience and Creativity
History comes alive - page 2
Art, a voice for pupils’ thoughts - page 3

Academic Principal’s Commentary
From blogging, the PTA and former pupil events, 
to becoming the best school we can be. James 
Wilding reviews the term - pages 4 & 5

Giving and Sharing
So much energy and enthusiasm;  a thank you to 
all involved  - pages 6 & 7

Listening
The parent questionnaire and voice explained - 
page 7
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of an era for Year 13 - page 8
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CIVIL WAR ARRIVED WITH A 
BANG
For some, the highlight of Year 8’s hands on history lesson 
was the fi ring of a cannon in the School grounds.  For others 
it was dressing up in costume or seeing a teacher have her 
leg amputated in a realistic take of an operation during the 
Civil War.

“I really enjoyed the Civil War day.  The armour was very 
heavy. It is unbelievable how they lived in that time.”
James, Year 8

        Emily Tapner-Evans, Head Girl - Junior Girls

      For me the highlight of this term was our Year 6 visit to the British Museum. The class liked seeing all of the 
ancient artefacts, particularly the Rosetta stone and the Elgin Marbles. It was fantastic to see them for real, 
after we had studied them in class. Seeing the actual mummies in their display cabinets was quite scary 
because they looked like they were going to come alive! It was a great trip and one that the whole class 
really enjoyed.

MEDIEVAL MAYHEM
After dressing in costumes, learning about people’s diets and examining 
the weapons and armour of the day, Year 7 boys and girls wielded their 
swords and took their medieval battle to the playing fi elds.  

A VIKING INVASION
From a Viking battle with plenty of roaring and shouting, 
to a funeral fi t for a king, the Year 3 Junior Boys and Girls 
immersed themselves into the saga and drama of Viking 
life and came out knowing that it was a harsh and brutal 
time in history.

“It was hard being a Viking.  They fought every day and 
they lived in longhouses on beds made of leather and 
animal skins.” Lily-Mae, Year 3

LET BATTLE COMMENCE!
Learning comes as a result of experience, so this term lessons came alive in history with pupils 
becoming Vikings, medieval villagers, men-at-arms, Civil War cavaliers and roundheads. These 
activities are one of the many ways our boys and girls come together to work collaboratively, 
communicating with their peers and taking risks in unusual environments.

EXPERIENCE
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Every young girl dreams of princesses so when 
the Reception class heard of the birth of Princess 
Charlotte, they were very excited. Their creative 
teacher, Mrs James, took the opportunity to 
encourage independent writing and the girls 
composed some letters for the School Offi ce to 
send to Buckingham Palace.  You can imagine the 
squeals of delight when they received a reply from 
the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge. 

“I’m going to burst with excitement!”            

 Anaiyah, Reception 

“Music is the beating heart of our school, many voices - 
one song!”
Paul Bevis, Head Teacher, Nursery, Girls and Sixth Form.

CREATIVITY

A VOICE FOR OUR PUPILS’ THOUGHTS AND 
VEHICLE FOR OUR TEACHERS’ LESSONS
Art is evident in abundance and quality wherever you look around our School but, to see some of the 
exemplar GCSE and A Level pieces of work in exhibition format was quite breath-taking!

The Senior Boys hosted a prestigious event at 
Norden Farm to launch their Arts Award Book, 
called ‘Art is a Time for Freedom’. To create the 
book, the boys in Years 8 to 11 were tasked with 
choosing a favourite piece of their own artwork 
and to write a quote to go alongside it, inspired 
by the theme, ‘What art means to me’.

           Art is a universal language spoken at any 
place and at any time, read by millions of eyes 
around the world. A million stories are told in the 
stroke of a brush. It doesn’t matter what it looks 
like – the only thing that matters is what it makes 
you feel. Once you enter the world of art, you 
become art and art becomes you!

Henry Costley, Year 9

Junior Girls - A Stunning Musical Outdoor Concert

This beautiful dress was used as the image for the 
Senior Girls GCSE Art & Textiles exhibition invite.
Georgia Toay, Year 11

Parents and friends at the A Level art exhibition.
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One of the important channels by which I can inform and infl uence educational debate is via 
my blog. I am not out to grab headlines, but to produce a coherent narrative of why we have 
a ‘Claires Court’ way of doing things. After all with over 1075 children and 300 employees, 
we are an important community in our own right, even before we extend it to include friends, 
relatives, former pupils, partner schools, businesses and fellow travellers. One of my recent 
posts highlighted the growing conceptual divide between government and employer hopes 
for education, and identifi es ‘The Magnifi cent Seven’ ways in which a Claires Court education 
neatly seems to fi t both bills. Please read more at www.jameswilding.wordpress.com. 

That education is delivered by a truly dedicated staff in a day that runs from dawn to dusk 
(actually 07.30 to 18.30), longer when trips and evening events are involved, often covering 
6 days a week and for a few since May, every day of the week as well. Their motivation is to 
ensure that the opportunities presented enable your children, to achieve the remarkable things 
they do. What’s becoming ever more noticeable is just how much joy and fun is had whilst 
these challenges are undertaken. Said one appreciative parent as they watched their son 
perform at Art on the Street, “Claires Court has so much soul!”

Brilliant support from parents and families for the major events of the term has ensured record 
turnouts at Rowing Dinners, Summer Balls, PTA Fetes, drama and music concerts and provided 
a real “buzz” to the proceedings. Thank you if it has been your extra hand to help or shoulder 
to the wheel to shove; it makes a very great difference to our work to receive such positive 
support.

Broader support from the key professionals we work with also leaves a special mark. Carole 
Hawkins, our safeguarding visitor, Helen Cole, our Careers Advisor, Rachael Williams, our 
counsellor from the Living Room and Paul Hay, our visitor for digital safety are all fi ne examples; 
there are few schools that give such prime attention and focus to the economic, mental and 
personal welfare of all of its children, whatever their age and stage. Whilst national guidance 
pleads with schools to attend to these matters, we have them all in hand by pioneering 
remarkable ways of working - Claires Court in so many ways is leading the way in modelling 
how diffi cult “stuff” can be done better. 

Our wider partners, most notably Rotary International, Samsung Enterprise, Discovery Education 
and the Independent Schools Association recognise the difference that collaboration with 
Claires Court brings. It’s not just that we see eye to eye where our interests overlap, but that 
our vision is genuinely inclusive; everyone we work with matters, each child has value and we 
adjust and adapt for that. As a consequence, our partners feel their effort is that much more 
worthwhile, because at Claires Court it reaches everyone, not just a favoured few. 

Of course schools are dynamic places - things go as easily wrong as right. Our get-go is not 
about ‘bigging ourselves up’, but a genuine and deeply felt wish to work with our partners 
so everyone succeeds. Art on the Street and Maidenhead’s Got Talent are two of the many 
showcases we support, clear demonstrations that the best of Claires Court is indeed the very, 
very best, while giving room for those who simply want to have a go; to be an enthusiast is 
enough!

And you don’t just have my word for this; the reputation of the School now takes our message 
to the wider world. Our website and the several editions of the Court Circular capture the 
highlights in impressive detail, while our Facebook and Twitter channels come alive most days 
with news of derring-do and joyful engagement. Our Former Pupils’ group is now fi rmly up and 
running, with Rugby, West End and Cricket fi xtures rolled out in recent months. We even have 
an inaugral Alumni dinner planned for Saturday 19 September at the Senior Boys School - 
bookings can now be made via Eventbrite at https://goo.gl/mfeviu. 

ACADEMIC PRINCIPAL’S COMMENTARY 
JULY 2015
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Elsewhere in this newsletter you’ll read my brother’s words about our exciting development 
plans off Cannon Lane and of the more immediate summer works programme for our existing 
sites. 

As I commented earlier, it never seems to stop at Claires Court. Because of this, we know we 
need the help of all our friends. That’s why we are now announcing our Parental Ambassador 
initiative; we are looking for a group of parents with an interest in and knowledge of our School 
from their children’s experience and who have the time to lead conversations elsewhere about 
Claires Court as required. You can read more about our ‘Parent Voice’ proposals at https://
goo.gl/tGUUTw

And fi nally, what of the academic landscape that lies ahead for our children over the next 
12 to 18 months? We have a Conservative administration for 5 years, determined to cut back 
the defi cit and return us to national prosperity. For state education that means some of the 
toughest belt tightening ever seen as budgets fail to match the increasing numbers of children, 
and because the government is increasing its take from employment via higher National 
Insurance contributions and employer pension contributions. The offer for state secondary 
pupils is being dramatically narrowed to 8 core subjects (look out for Progress8), so the notion 
of a 21st century renaissance learner has been struck dead. With post 19 further education and 
training almost a zero entry in coming budget plans, it’s very much down to schools to make it 
all happen by age 18.

If ever there was a time when Claires Court’s value-added was visible that time is now. For 
every child and every family, there is something for them to be involved in, to support and 
participate to the full. Please enjoy the summer break, as we will. Be assured that we will be 
raring to go come September, to start anew our efforts to be the best school for all, be that 
pupil, parent or teacher.

James Wilding 
1 July 2015

James Wilding
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AN ARABIAN 
NIGHT TO 
REMEMBER...
‘Ask a busy person and you’ll get the job done!’  
Nothing could be truer of our amazing PTA and 
parents. The generosity of the time donated by our 
committee members is astonishing.  Within the space 
of a week, the back lawn at Junior Boys was host to 
two of the largest parties we could ever imagine; a 
themed ‘Arabian Night Summer Ball’ and the annual 
School Fete. It’s not just this small group that give so 
much, these major events were a huge success thanks 
to all those that came and helped raise over £14,000 
and £5,000 respectively, for the benefi t of the pupils at 
Claires Court.  

We know it is more than the giving though when we 
hear parents describe these activities as... ‘amazing, so 
social, so much fun... when’s the next one?’.  Sharing 
time with others is, perhaps, the best gain of all.

ART ON THE STREET
Claires Court Girls and Boys were centre stage in the Nicholsons Centre at this summer’s Art on the Street, treating 
the passing public to a stunning array of drama solos, individual and group musicians and a humourous short play 
by Junior Boys.  Our workshops were ever popular, with the Senior Girls Arts Award pupils sharing their skills with the 
public by running pencil and watercolour sessions.  There were also some new creative play activities led by the 
Holiday Club and Nursery.  

AND YOU JUST KEEP 
GIVING...
Our pupils’ support for charities grew this year, 
with the school councils from each site having 
strong views about who should benefi t.  Through 
their 3for3 fundraising activities a total of £11,500 
has been distributed between Alexander 
Devine Children’s Hospice Service, Julian 
Budd Kids in Sport, Thames Valley Adventure 
Playground, Rosie’s Rainbow Trust, Daisy’s Dream, 
Maidenhead Mencap and Diabetes UK.  

Hours of fun for everyone taking part

Cheque presentation to Julia Philipson, community 
fundraiser from Alexander Devine.

GIVING
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Thanks to a £3000 donation 
from the PTA there is some 
great new equipment in the 
Nursery, including this popular 
climbing frame!  

Other contributions have included a bushcraft cabin 
at Junior Boys and outdoor tables for the Sixth Form. A 
mention must also go to the ‘parents of rowers’ for their 
fantastic fundraising activities for the  Boat Club and a 
new boat.

Niamh Bates, New Head Girl - Senior Girls

            The highlight of the term for me was our 
entire year group receiving prefect status. Every 
pupil from Year 10 was recognised and given 
the responsibility of becoming a prefect. I felt 
so proud and excited to be part of the next 
generation of Year 11 girls, surrounded by what 
I know will be a fantastic year group. I was truly 
overwhelmed to be chosen as Head Girl and I’m 
so grateful to my friends, and all of the staff for 
always being such brilliant supporters.

WE ARE LISTENING
Claires Court Parental Questionnaire 2015  

The outcomes of the Parental Questionnaire are now 
available for our parental community to read online. 
The School Management teams have read and 
digested the feedback and the report has been shared 
with the PTA for comment too. 

The fi ndings are really positive, with very few 
negative themes. One thing is evident, we want our 
communication with you to be even more effective. 
So a new website with an app is on its way and our 
Facebook and Twitter communities are expanding for 
two way communication and sharing.  We are also 
investigating the use of a text messaging service for 
emergencies.

“You haven’t asked questions directly about the ethos 
of the school yet I think this is one of its strongest points.  
Outstanding actually.”
  
Link to Parental Questionnaire summary
https://goo.gl/kWrcwj

PARENT AMBASSADORS
Hopefully by now you are aware we are developing 
a Parent Ambassador programme, ‘Parent Voice’, 
inviting parents to act as liaisons for us and support our 
activities. A detailed explanation of this programme 
and how to become involved are available online 
through these links...

Link to Parent Voice proposal  
https://goo.gl/tGUUTw

SHARING

LADS AND DADS BOOKS AND BOOKCRAFT
Building shelters, sharing a hotdog around the campfi re and chilling out reading books.  
What a great way to spend time with Dad. 

6 7



THE NEW CAMPUS - 
AN UPDATE
With the national and local elections out of the way, 
we have resumed work on our proposals to create 
a unifi ed campus at Cannon Lane, alongside Junior 
Boys at Ridgeway.  Our summer holiday homework is 
to revisit the designs so far and we hope to be able 
to share the revisions with you early in the new term.   
These will form the basis of a planning application 
later in the autumn.

To go with our application, we have been preparing 
key facts about Claires Court’s place in the local 
community. Here are some we thought you might 
fi nd interesting!

• We are the largest private day school in the 
Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead 
(RBWM) - just under 57% of our pupils have 
homes in the Royal Borough.

• 
• We are a major childcare provider in the area, 

offering over 6000 holiday club places over 75 
days a year.  90% of the children who attend live 
in the RBWM.• 

• We are the 10th largest employer in the RBWM - 
nearly 60% of our staff live within the RBWM.

• 
• We spend about £½ million each year on goods 

and services from local suppliers.• 
• We can’t recover VAT on our purchases 

(estimated  at over £350,000 a year) unlike 
RBWM and Academy schools.• 

• We don’t receive a rebate on our business rates 
(unlike most other independent schools).• 

• We enjoy the facilities of fi ve local sports club 
partners (Phoenix RFC, Maidenhead RFC, 
Maidenhead Rowing Club, Maidenhead Sailing 
Club and Maidenhead & Bray CC).• 

• Support of local charities isn’t just confi ned to 
the good efforts of parents and pupils during 
3for3 week. We directly support the fundraising 
activities of other local organisations including 
Maidenhead Rotary Club, Maidenhead Lions, 
the Salvation Army and Maidenhead Foodshare.

AND FINALLY
The Sixth Form party celebrated the end of exams and for 
Year 13, the end of an era.  Now they have some time to relax, 
undertake some work experience, travel... before results day 
on 13 August!

NOT FORGETTING 
OUR CURRENT SITES...
The planning for our new campus does not 
mean lack of investment into our current sites, 
updating and renewing of our classrooms and 
facilities.  From Nursery to Sixth Form, science to 
music, when the Autumn Term begins and our pupils 
and staff return for the new academic year, there will 
be improvements for everyone.

All our pupils enjoy taking part in music, from the 
youngest pupil starting out by learning the recorder to 
our Sixth Formers participating in a BTEC Music Course.  
To help them on their way a dedicated music cabin 
will be built at Junior Boys, the music room refurbished 
at Senior Boys and the music corridor at our College 
Avenue site will be turned into a fully interactive music 
suite to assist all students with their compositions.  

Additional provision is being made for our Sixth Form 
students.  The top fl oor is being re-modelled, providing 
additional study and classroom space.  A canopy will 
be erected so Sixth Formers can even study outside in 
all weathers, if that takes their fancy! The outside theme 
continues at Junior Boys for our youngest pupils, with a 
new decking and covered area linking the two Early 
Years classrooms and encouraging outdoor play. 

           It is diffi cult to describe my time in the Sixth 
Form in such few words. From the very fi rst day of 
Year 12, to my fi nal exam of Year 13, the Sixth Form 
has been everything I expected and more. The 
opportunities created for me throughout my two 
years have been priceless and the advice from staff 
of a quality that I believe cannot be found anywhere 
else. Claires Court Sixth Form truly is an experience I 
will never forget; I just wish it had lasted longer. 

George Monk, Head Boy and Claires Court 
pupil since 2001
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Claires Court      1 College Avenue      Maidenhead      Berkshire      SL6 6AW
01628 411472      www.clairescourt.com
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