
The autumn term is always the 
start of many exciting new 

things and this term has not 
disappointed. Since 
September, the girls have 
embarked on many kindness 

activities, creating posters and 
doing random acts of kindness, 

encompassing our Key Values. Our 
Young Leaders have had their training, run 
by leadership trainer, Sarah Helm. Pupil 
Voice have begun their meetings and set 
about their mission to ensure we are the best 
school we can be.

The girls have already had many 
achievements to be proud of across all areas 
of the curriculum, including academically, in 
the arts, on the sports field and on the stage. 
Already, the girls have been placed second 
in two categories for the ISA Art competition, 
played 13 netball and hockey matches 
(winning many) and all year groups are well 
on their way to performing spectacular 
Christmas productions of ‘Born in a Barn’ and 
‘Mary Poppins’.

I have been continually proud of how the 
girls have all settled into their classes and I 
am looking forward to what the rest of the 
term brings.

Leanne Kirby, Head of Junior Girls
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Amazing 
adaptations
To bring their studies of the Amazon 
rainforest to life, Year 6 visited The 
Living Rainforest in Hampstead 
Norreys, home to over 650 rainforest 
plants and animals. Meeting a 
toucan called Edwin, an Asian 
water dragon and a snake were just 
a few of the highlights. They were 
intrigued to see how the plants 
and animals had adapted to their 
surroundings and spotted a number 
of rare and endangered species.

When I grow up I want to be…
To celebrate International Day of the Girl and support charity ActionAid UK, 
Junior Girls held a ‘Big Me Day’, where girls dressed up as what they want to be 
when they grow up. An array of costumes were seen around school, including 
policewomen, a ballerina, doctors and a farmer! 

Courageous 
children
Girls and boys enthusiastically 
threw themselves into 
unfamiliar activities including 
a trapeze, Aeroball and raft 
building during their trip to 
Marchants Hill PGL, Hindhead. 
The trip, which encouraged 
teamwork skills, taking risks 
and problem solving, was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all Year 
5 pupils who came home with 
a real sense of achievement.

Traditional harvest festival
This time of year guarantees one thing: a wonderful harvest festival. This year’s 
focus for Junior Girls was ‘what harvest means to me’. All year groups presented 
to an audience of peers, parents and staff, on different topics, including 
growing and harvesting crops, farming, climate change, and how their food 
donations will benefit others when distributed by the Salvation Army. 
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Firework and  
Halloween spectacular 
*Bang, Crack!* This year’s hotly anticipated PTA 
fireworks event had the whole School come 
together for an evening of great entertainment. 
Pupils ran stalls and provided live entertainment 
with musical performances. The pumpkin carving 
contest was as popular as ever, and everyone 
was in awe of the firework display.

Nursery Corner
Planting daffodils
Nursery children have been busy in 
the garden planting daffodil bulbs. 
They’re watching them grow and 
excited to see them bloom in spring. 

Changing seasons
Lots of time has been spent outside 
this term, learning about the 
seasonal changes that happen 
in autumn. Children have been 
collecting leaves, conkers and 
acorns to create collages, having 
fun playing in the leaves and 
learning the song ‘Autumn leaves 
are falling down’.

Visiting animals
Excitement was palpable when 
Nursery children discovered 
chickens in the garden! The children 
were invited to handle, feed and 
observe the bantams, building on 
their knowledge of farm animals. 
On another occasion, Emma the 
hamster came to see them, and 
they were surprised to hear that 
hamsters are nocturnal.

Amazing ghost-hunting
A trip to Hampton Court Palace had Year 4 girls’ and boys’ imaginations 
whirring as they listened to stories about the rumoured ghosts haunting the 
palace. The pupils also explored King Henry Vlll’s state apartments, Tudor 
kitchens, the beautiful Royal Chapel, and loved getting lost in the maze!

An unusual  
visit
For their topic ‘it only 
takes a spark’, Year 
2 girls have been 
learning about the 
history of the fire 
service and how it  
has changed, along 
with events including 
the Great Fire of 
London. The pupils 
were delighted  
when a firefighter 
visited them for fire 
safety training, they 
asked lots of questions 
and loved trying on 
the uniform!

Ghosts, 
witches and 
cats spotted at 
Claires Court…
Spirits were high when 
Reception girls joined the boys 
for an afternoon of Halloween 
fun. Dressed up in their scariest 
Halloween outfits, the children 
played lots of traditional party 
games such as bobbing apples, 
wrap the mummy and pin the 
wart on the witch!
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