
Welcome to Senior Boys Year 7!

Bright futures ahead
Faces beamed with pride on GCSE results day in August. Of the diverse broad 
ability cohort, 86.3% achieved five 4+ grades, compared to the national average 
of 66.9%. Sixth Formers achieved an excellent 99% pass rate at A Level.

The speed with which this term is 
passing reflects how incredibly 
busy we are – there truly is never 
a dull moment. We started with 
two excellent team building 

events, one at Cliveden, the 
other on the Jurassic Coast. The 

boys have been active; taking part in 
sailing competitions and making the most of the 
3G pitch at Maidenhead Rugby Club.

It has been outstanding to see the number of 
Word Millionaires increase through Renaissance 
Accelerated Reader, a programme that 
enables our boys’ independent reading 
practice to be managed and monitored by our 
librarians and teachers. I’m proud that we were 
recently awarded Champion School status for 
their efforts.

As many of you will have heard, after ten years 
in post I am stepping down in January. I would 
like to wish James Wilding every success with 
the boys next term as I pass over the baton to 
him. It is with a keen interest that I will keep 
abreast of their achievements and accolades.

John Rayer, Head of Senior Boys 

Historic Cliveden
A day of teambuilding for Year 7 boys and girls began with  
a boat ride down the River Thames to the National Trust’s 
Cliveden. Pupils painted the glorious gardens using 
watercolours, listened to soldier history tales in the WW1 war 
cemetery, used secateurs to cut back a non-native plant 
and took part in team building activities around the water 
garden and maze.

Celebrating 
pupils’ successes
Our annual Senior Speech Day 
and Prize Giving welcomed 
over 1000 guests, parents, 
pupils and friends of the 
School. With speeches led  
by Head Girl, Cami Price and 
Head Boy, Matthew Kidd,  
the event reflected on pupils’ 
achievements and accolades 
of the past academic year. 
Guest speaker, Dame Christine 
Ryan, businesswoman and 
former Chief Executive of  
the Independent School 
Inspectorate, encouraged 
pupils to follow their dreams 
and embrace change.
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Exciting start to the season
Senior Boys and Sixth Formers showed great skill in the recent 
annual competitive David Course Memorial Match against 
Desborough College. Creating lots of attacking opportunities 
from the start, the boys showed excellent handling of the 
ball and came away with a 64-0 win!

Conquering 
challenges 
Congratulations to the 
twenty Senior Boys and Girls 
who successfully completed 
their Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh expedition; 
walking approximately  
30 km over two days, 
showing great teamwork, 
resilience and commitment.

Intrepid explorers
Pupils’ nerves were tested when Year 8 boys and girls embarked 
on their geography and science field studies trip to PGL 
Osmington Bay, in Dorset. The group faced abseiling, archery,  
a zip wire and giant swing and all willingly stepped out of their 
comfort zones, showing great determination and courage. 
During the four day trip pupils undertook river studies, identified 
species in rock pools and visited Lulworth Cove and Durdle Door; 
investigating the geology of the area and the impact of tourism.

Putting 
language 
lessons into 
practice
During half-term, Year 9 
to 11 pupils studying a 
language embarked 
on their respective trips; 
with German students 
visiting Berlin, French 
pupils exploring 
Normandy and Spanish 
pupils venturing to 
Salamanca. The 
linguists had a 
wonderful time, 
learning about the 
different cultures, 
exploring the cities and 
towns and improving 
their fluency.
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