
As always, it has 
been an incredibly 
busy term where we 
look to stretch and 

challenge our pupils. 
Our boys’ minds have 

been broadened with 
experiences ranging from 

Year 7 making models of drainage basins 
and enjoying an outing to Rushall Farm 
looking at organic farming methods; 
Year 8 visiting Dorney Court for a Civil 
War Day; and a trip to the Tate Britain for 
Year 10 Art and Textiles pupils.

Even with the weather conditions we 
have excelled outdoors, winning the U16 
quad scull event at the National Junior 
Rowing Championships and earning 
silver medals in cross country and hockey. 
The Orchestra day we organised was a 
great success, with our pupils and the 
visiting schools enjoying a great day of 
music showing how we work with our 
community to ensure that Claires Court 
continues to be an example for all.
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Extracting DNA
Did you know the strawberry is an excellent 
source of DNA as it has eight copies of 
each chromosome? Our Year 11 boys put 
this to the test, and were fascinated as the  
DNA appeared!
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National Storytelling Week
A visit from renowned author Ali Sparkes 
had all the Year 7 boys and girls listening 
intently as Ali told her story as a writer  
and explained her novel ‘Carjacked’.  
After Ali’s talk, the pupils enjoyed practising 
their own story telling skills, using dynamic 
pronunciation to express tone and mood. 
In addition, Carnegie-shortlisted  
author William Hussey chilled  
spines during his talk to Year 9  
pupils on horror fiction, as he  
read a part of his novel,  
‘Haunted’, in the dark!

Whisking Up Waterfalls
Tasked with creating individual 
models of either a drainage basin or 
waterfall in just three weeks, Year 7 
boys eagerly rose to the challenge. 
The final Geography projects were 
excellent and ranged from a fully 
working waterfall (with an internal 
pump and water), models crafted 
out of cake, and one even made 
from Lego.

‘7 Dames  
for 7 Pantos’
Not content with simply putting 
on a pantomime, Year 9 Drama 
pupils decided to create 
an original medley of seven 
different stories complete with 
dames aplenty! From poisoned 
Jaffa Cakes in Aladdin to Maid 
Marion braining people with 
a frying pan in Robin Hood, 
the cast and crew provided 
an eccentric yet entertaining 
evening that kept the audience 
laughing, booing and cheering.
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Ashmolean and  
Pitt Rivers Museum
Visiting the Pitt Rivers Museum and 
the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford, 
seeing some of the world’s great 
collections of anthropology and 
world archaeology formed part 
of the Year 8 boys’ Lent term art 
project titled ‘Pattern’. They were 
guided around both museums by 
specialists who engaged them in the 
collections from all over the world. 

Civil War Day
As the first school ever to  
experience a day at Dorney Court 
studying the life and times of 
Roundheads and Cavaliers, Year 8 
Claires Court boys and girls felt  
privileged when they arrived at the 
breath-taking Tudor Manor House. 
Focusing on the Civil War between  
1642 and 1647, the pupils tried on  
the fine court costumes and wigs, 
examined the weapons used in  
the era, and learned how to  
hold pikes. Outside in the grounds,  
the boys and girls explored the use 
of artillery during the Civil War and 
witnessed a demonstration of  
field mortar. 

‘NEVER SUCH INNOCENCE’
Well done to the Year 5 and Year 9 pupils who took part in the ‘Never Such 
Innocence’ event, held at the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 
‘Never Such Innocence’ is a charity established to engage young people in 
commemorating the Great War through poetry, art and music. Our pupils were 
presented to the Prime Minister, Theresa May, and had the chance to talk to 
local dignitaries, politicians and representatives of the Armed Forces.

Sporting Success
Three cheers to our U16 rowing team 
who won the quad scull event at the 
National Junior Rowing Championships, 
our U16 cross country team, who 
earned a silver medal at the ISA London 
West Cross Country Championships  
and to the U14 hockey  
team who were  
awarded silver medals  
for the second year  
running in the ISA Boys  
Hockey Tournament.

Orchestra Day
The school sports hall echoed  
with the sound of music when 
50 pupils from Claires Court, 
Danesfield School and  
Holy Trinity C of E Primary School, 
came together to take part in 
singing, sectional and full  
orchestra workshops.  
The Orchestra Day culminated  
in a concert for parents  
and visitors, with solo and whole 
ensemble pieces being played. 
Director of Music at Claires Court 
Senior Boys, Adrian Roach, said:  
“The day provided a great 
opportunity for pupils to work 
collaboratively and develop  
their ensemble skills.”


