
Welcome to Senior Girls Year 7!

Nothing 
average 
about  
our girls
Pupils were delighted 
when they opened 
their GCSE results 
envelopes in August. 

Of the diverse broad 
ability cohort, 86.3% 
achieved five 4+ 
grades, compared to 
the national average 
of 66.9%. Sixth 
Formers achieved an 
excellent 99% pass 
rate at A Level.

After a restful summer we’ve 
started the year expecting great 

things from our pupils and they 
certainly haven’t disappointed! 

We’ve presented them with 
chances to pursue their 

goals, engage in a vast range 
of opportunities, support and 

encourage each other, and broaden their 
inquisitive minds. They have risen to each 
challenge and every day leave School with 
smiles on their faces, knowing that they did 
their best to discover their passions and build 
on their strengths. 

As you will see from this newsletter, the start 
of term has been extremely busy for the girls 
thanks to our excellent staff, who deliver such 
a stimulating and educational atmosphere 
both in and out of the classroom. I am looking 
forward to the rest of the year as I am sure  
it will bring even more personal endeavours 
and successes. 

Margaret Heywood, Head of Senior Girls

Team building at beautiful Cliveden
A day of fun was in store when Year 7 boys and girls joined 
forces for a boat ride down the River Thames to Cliveden. 
Once at their destination, the group painted the stunning 
landscape using water colours, listened to soldier history 
tales in the WW1 war cemetery, cut back a non-native 
plant using secateurs and enjoyed team building activities 
around the water garden and maze.

An afternoon of 
accolades
There was rapturous applause 
and beaming faces when 
everyone celebrated 
with pride our pupils’ 
achievements and accolades 
at the annual Senior Speech 
Day and Prize Giving. 

Guest speaker Dame Christine 
Ryan, businesswoman and 
former Chief Executive of 
the Independent School 
Inspectorate, delivered a 
motivational speech to over 
1000 guests, parents, pupils 
and friends of the School, 
encouraging pupils not to be 
afraid of change or failure 
and to be dedicated towards 
their ambitions.

CLAIRES COURT
From Nursery to Sixth Form

SENIOR GIRLS 
NEWS

Autumn 2018

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y   •   R E S P E C T   •   L O YA L T Y   •   I N T E G R I T Y



A record breaking summer
Athletes from Junior and Senior Girls and Boys showed real team spirit when they 
competed in the ISA National Championships last term. As a School we were 
awarded eleven gold medals, nine silver and one bronze. Year 9 pupil Rachel Okoro 
even broke a national record, jumping 5.55m in the long jump!

With a head  
for heights
A great sense of achievement was 
felt by Year 8 boys and girls after 
conquering abseiling, archery, the zip 
wire, giant swing and Jacob’s Ladder 
at PGL Osmington Bay, in Dorset. 
Team building was combined with 
learning, as the intrepid adventurers 
also visited Lulworth Cove and Durdle 
Door where the group applied their 
geographical knowledge practically, 
exploring the geology of the area 
and the impact of tourism.

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh
Well done to the twenty Senior Girls and Boys who successfully 
completed their expedition. They showed great teamwork, 
resilience and commitment walking approximately 30km over 
two days around the Berkshire countryside.

Bon travail!
Linguistic lessons came to life when 
Senior Girls enthusiastically embraced 
the ‘European Day of Languages’. 
Exploring cultures, identifying flags and 
tasting different European specialities, 
including French camembert, Spanish 
tapas and German bratwurst, were just 
part of the experience, however the 
highlight was the foreign photo booth!

Musicathon
The School Hall still 
echoes with the 
delights of a musical 
extravaganza 
from the summer 
term when Senior 
Girls undertook an 
impressive 12 hours 
of music making and 
workshops. In aid 
of the charity Brass 
for Africa, the day 
long workshops and 
closing concert raised 
a fantastic £1356.49, 
which will help 
transform the lives of 
disadvantaged youth 
in Africa through 
music education and 
teacher training.
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