
 
 
FRIDAY 1 MAY 2026 - SUMMER TERM - Week 3  
 
SAVE THE DATE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PTA Summer Fete - Saturday 20 June 
Bring the whole family for inflatable madness, 
artisan stalls, and a Pimms tent from 
12pm–4pm. Advance family tickets are a steal at 
just £12 - grab yours now at ccpta.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PTA Summer Party - Saturday 27 June  
Dust off your "Summer Sophistication" attire for 
a night of nibbles and a live disco from 6pm until 
late at the Juniors. Tickets are £45 for an 
evening of effortless elegance—don't miss out! 
Book your tickets here 
 
 
 
 

http://ccpta.org.uk
https://ccpta.org.uk/products/juniors-summer-party


●​ Spring Bank Holiday - Monday 4 May 
●​ Year 12 Biology trip - Thursday 14 - Friday 15 May 
●​ Half Term - Monday 25 May - Friday 29 May 
●​ Year 12 University of Hertfordshire trip - Thursday 4 June 
●​ Year 13 Summer Ball - Thursday 25 June 

 
Summer Term Calendars  
 
St Luke’s Church ‘A Celebration of Music and Flowers’ 

 
St Luke’s are planning a weekend of Music and Flowers Festival, as a celebration 
they would like to invite you to share the weekend with them.  Please find 
further details here. 
 
NOTICES 
 
Our Year 13 Leavers 
Today we wished our Year 13 a fond farewell and good luck as they depart for 
study leave. A morning of enjoyment, celebrating achievements and reliving the 
memories of the past two years was so delightful.  Then a game of rounders with 
them dressed up as characters that began with the first letter of their name - 
even Karate Kid showed up!   

https://www.clairescourt.com/calendar/?calid=7,8,9,10,11,12,13&pid=14&viewid=37
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UNrEz2sGKZPiJ24Ci1g-1EuuIR4rHCMS/view


Thank you to all the staff that helped make a memorable morning and we wish 
this wonderful year group the best of luck in their exams this summer! 
 
Please remember that all Y13 teachers will be available for their usual timetabled 
lessons during study leave, so the students are welcome to come in and see 
them for some additional exam support.  
 
If your son or daughter requires transport on their usual bus between Senior 
Boys and College during study leave, please email Cat Lambert at 
cfl@clairescourt.net by the Wednesday lunchtime of the week before. All 
Year 13 transport will be cancelled after today unless it is booked in advance. 
 
Students must also continue to wear their lanyards onsite, and remember to tap 
in and out when they arrive and leave, so that we know who is here at all times. 
 
Prizegiving 
Although today’s celebrations were just for staff and students, we are looking 
forward to inviting Year 13 prize winners and their families to a prizegiving event 
in early September 2026. Further details of this event will be available in due 
course. 
 
Calling All Year 12 Parents! 
We are looking for any enthusiastic and proactive Year 12 parents who might 
wish to join the PTA’s Sixth Form Division. As our Year 13s near their departure 
from Claires Court, we must also begin to say “goodbye” and “thank you” to 
those parents who are also moving on. So, if you would like to join the PTA - 
ideally from May half term onwards, or September - and help organise some 
fantastic events, please email Cat Lambert in the Sixth Form Office at 
cfl@clairescourt.net 
 
Does Your Child Suffer with Hayfever? 
Hayfever medication should be commenced at least 2-4 weeks before symptoms 
usually begin to achieve maximum effectiveness. For most people, this means 
starting treatment in early Spring. Using medication before coming into contact 
with pollen helps stop the release of histamine, which triggers the symptoms. 
Hayfever, if poorly controlled, can be very disruptive to your child's day, 
especially for Year 13s sitting their exams. Approximate timings are as follows: 

●​ Tree Pollen: start early March 
●​ Grass Pollen: start mid-March - April 

Please ensure your child takes their chosen medication every day before school. 
Thank you for your help. 
 
OPPORTUNITIES 
 
Get Into Medicine and Dentistry 
At the upcoming free virtual Get Into Medicine and Dentistry Conference, you 
will have access to doctors and dentists who are specially trained in the UCAS 
application process and medical/dental students who scored in the top 10% of 

mailto:cfl@clairescourt.net
mailto:cfl@clairescourt.net


UCAT; you can also learn effective preparation strategies that will give you the 
best chance of obtaining high scores. 
 
For aspiring Doctors:  
FREE LIVE VIRTUAL Get Into Medicine conference dates: 
Saturday 2 May from 9am - 1:30pm 
https://medicmentor.org/get-into_medicine_conference_signup/ 
 
For aspiring Dentists:  
FREE LIVE VIRTUAL Get Into Dentistry conference date: 
Sunday 31 May from 9am - 1:30pm 
https://dental-mentor.org/get-into-dentistry-conference-sign-up/ 
 
All aspiring doctors and dentists in years 10-12 are invited to register. 
These conferences offer tailored advice for medicine and dentistry, covering a 
range of crucial topics: 
 
- UCAT Entrance Exam 
- Exam techniques and sample questions from each UCAT section 
- UCAT shortcuts and timeline 
- Tactically choosing universities 
- Personal statements 
- Medical & Dental school interview skills 
- Medical Leadership Programmes 
- Awards Programmes 
- Extracurricular activities 
- Work experience 
- Applying for scholarships 
 
By attending, you will not only gain knowledge and preparation tips, but you will 
also earn a certificate that you can proudly showcase in the 'conferences you 
have attended' section of your UCAS application. 
 
Please note that parental attendance is required to ensure parents are also 
supported throughout the application process. 
 
Students and parents can register for free at this link: 
Medicine: https://medicmentor.org/get-into_medicine_conference_signup/ 
Dentistry: https://dental-mentor.org/get-into-dentistry-conference-sign-up/ 
 
If you have any questions at all, please feel free to email 
education@medicmentorfamily.org. 
 
 

https://medicmentor.org/get-into_medicine_conference_signup/
https://dental-mentor.org/get-into-dentistry-conference-sign-up/
https://medicmentor.org/get-into_medicine_conference_signup/
https://dental-mentor.org/get-into-dentistry-conference-sign-up/


 
 
Ready to take your first step into the world of banking and finance? 
 
Virtual Event for Years 12 and 13 - Future Ready All About Audit, 
Actuarial & Accounting Apprenticeships  
 
Tuesday 5 May - 5pm to 6pm 
 
Discover the Triple-A careers driving the industry forward: Audit, Actuarial and 
Accounting Apprenticeships. From assessing risk and protecting businesses to 
shaping financial futures, these careers are at the heart of modern finance. 
 
Not sure where to start? These apprenticeships give you the chance to gain real 
experience, build valuable skills, and earn while you learn. If you’re curious 
about a career in finance, this could be your perfect pathway into a future-ready 
role in the world of business. 
 
What to expect: 

●​ A clear breakdown of each career path 
●​ Real examples of how these roles shape big decisions 
●​ Tips on choosing the right apprenticeship for YOU 
●​ Insight into what employers look for 
●​ How to grow your skills from day one 

 
About LBG: 
Lloyds Banking Group is a world-renowned commercial, personal, and 
investment banking management firm and the UK’s biggest Bank. LBG has over 
30 million customers and around 60,000 employees globally and is a FTSE 100 
company. Under the Lloyds Banking Group business, they also own Halifax and 
Bank of Scotland, as well as other financial institutions such as Scottish Widows. 
 
Event Details: 
Date: Tuesday, 5 May​
Time: 5pm - 6pm​
For: Year 12 and 13 students​
Location: (Zoom link provided upon registration) 
 
If you love problem‑solving, numbers, or just want a career with big 
opportunities — this session is your sign. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LBG_Audit
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LBG_Audit


Application Link 
 
Your future starts now. Let’s unlock it—together. 
 
Springboard FutureChef Culinary Career Sessions  
Our sessions are back for 2026 and open for registration.  Bringing together our 
amazing chef ambassadors and industry supporters this series of four 45-minute 
webinars, which take place on Microsoft Teams, will explore various elements of 
culinary careers.  Full details of the sessions are as follows: 
  
Wednesday 20 May – Chef Roles – 10am-10:45am 

●​ Hear from industry professional chefs about their career journey, how they 
got to where they are and the different roles available in the kitchen! 

  
Wednesday 3 June – Sectors – 10am-10:45am 

●​ A look at the various sectors of the culinary industry, hearing from chefs 
who work in the most prestigious establishments from football grounds to 
grand hotels 

  
Wednesday 10 June – Pathways – 10am-10:45am 

●​ We hear from hospitality professionals about the myriad of entry routes 
into the industry, be it tertiary education, apprenticeship or working your 
way up through the kitchen! 

  
Wednesday 17 June – Alumni POV – 10am-10:45am 

●​ We hear firsthand from former FutureChef competitors about their own 
FutureChef journey and how it helped kickstart their culinary career! 

  
Once you have registered on the link below, you will be sent a link for you to join 
the session live each week. If that time doesn’t suit, please still register and the 
recording can be sent to you after the session has completed, and you can keep 
this as a career resource to use whenever you see fit. 
  
Culinary Careers Registration 
 
Summer Research Programmes with 1:1 Oxbridge Supervision 
These are four-week online programmes where students design and complete 
their own research project, with 1:1 supervision from Oxford and Cambridge 
tutors. Over the course of the programme, students produce a university-style 
research paper while developing key skills in research, critical thinking, and 
independent study.  
 
The programmes are rooted in the Humanities and Social Sciences, but are open 
to students from all subject areas, with projects tailored to individual interests 
(for example, medical ethics or the history of science).  
These programmes are designed to help students: 

https://us.list-manage.com/78qfr69riZ3?e=ffc15bd063&c2id=710bc448967738c708aa7cfa0a4253ec
https://form.jotform.com/210874981814969


●​ Stay intellectually engaged over the summer 
●​ Strengthen university applications 
●​ Gain experience in independent research 

 
Students who can demonstrate independent academic exploration and subject 
depth are much better prepared for competitive university applications - 
particularly in the Humanities and Social Sciences, where opportunities for 
subject-specific enrichment are often more limited. 
Full details: www.inquisitas.com/research-programmes 
 
UNIVERSITY INFORMATION  
University and College Open Days - www.opendays.com 
 
CAREERS INFORMATION 
The Sixth Formers' Guide to Degree Apprenticeship 
Find out more here 
 
Choice Magazine - The Ultimate parent and carer guide to 
apprenticeships 
View here 
 
Amazing Apprenticeships - Everything you need to know about 
Apprenticeships and Technical Education​
Further information can be found here  
 
Higher and Degree Apprenticeship Listing 
More information can be found here 
 
Parent’s Guide to Apprenticeships 
More information can be found here 
 
FROM THE SIXTH FORM OFFICE 
 
Parking Outside School 
We have had recent reports from our neighbours that some parents’ cars have 
been seen parked on the double yellow lines around school and on the tight bend 
where College Road and College Avenue meet. We ask that everyone who drives 
to the College site please park considerately and safely. 
 
Cashless Catering 
Please can you regularly check your son/daughter’s cashless catering balance 
and ensure there are sufficient funds available. Overdrawn accounts will be 
closed until funds have been added. 

Sixth Form Dress Code Reminder​
Formal business dress remains on a Monday. Casual business dress may be worn 
from Tuesday to Friday. The requirements for Sixth Form dress may be found 
here. Trainers, Crocs, Uggs and hoodies are not part of the dress code. 

http://www.inquisitas.com/research-programmes
http://www.opendays.com
https://degreeapprenticeships.guide/?utm_source=sfdb&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=launch#readtheguide
https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/choices-magazine-march-parent-carers-guide/?utm_source=berkshire+&utm_medium=schools+&utm_campaign=choices
https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/zones/student/
https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/higher-and-degree-listing/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5cd18a3440f0b6332bf98e18/A_parent_s_guide_to_apprenticeships.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/127VFUozAfM1YcVLeSOwTHjL_rAsS-XX_/view?usp=sharing


Sickness Absence & Medical Absence reporting  
Please report any sickness absence to the school office before 8.45am on each 
day of sickness either by telephoning 01628 327560 or by email to 
sixthform@clairescourt.net. Any absence from school required for medical or 
dental appointments may also be requested by email to 
sixthform@clairescourt.net.  
 
Lanyards 
Please can we remind parents that the wearing of lanyards by Sixth Form 
students is a required part of the dress code. It helps to identify them as part of 
the Sixth Form, both on our site and for those who travel to Senior Boys.  It is 
an integral part of our safeguarding policy that students wear their lanyards at 
all times on school grounds. Unfortunately, many students come into school 
without lanyards, or have lost them. Please can you check that your son or 
daughter has their lanyard when they leave for school. 
 
Signing in and out of School 
Not only do our lanyards help to identify students on school sites, the cards 
carried in them are used to electronically sign students in and out of school each 
day. Please help us to remind your son or daughter to tap in or out every time 
they arrive or leave a school site. This is vital for health and safety around the 
school, should a fire alarm sound, and for us to be able to complete our morning 
and afternoon registers each day. 
 
New, news, news!  
Take a look here….. https://bit.ly/40qgNjs at our fantastic media wall on the 
school website where we collate all the stories from across the school.  There are 
stories from Instagram, Facebook and Twitter plus photo albums from Flickr 
which can all be filtered by year group/activity/event.  
 
 

 
 

mailto:sixthform@clairescourt.net
mailto:sixthform@clairescourt.net
https://bit.ly/40qgNjs

