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Welcome

Do it! Decide to be part of our dynamic and successful
Sixth Form. We are small enough to provide the high
nurture environment you need to develop and succeed,
and big enough to ensure you are part of a rigorous and
demanding academic setting to challenge you. The
myriad opportunities we offer will enable you to flourish
intellectually and personally. During your two years with

us you will discover the confident and capable young
person inside you, just waiting to emerge.

Aim High

Our students have enjoyed impressive academic success
over the years, achieving top grades in a wide range of
subjects, attending Oxbridge, Russell Group, North
American and other universities as well as taking
advanced and higher level apprenticeships. Just look at
our destinations map from last year on page 40.
Independent study, effective learning strategies, regular
tracking, monitoring and mentoring not only equip you
for the wider world of work but also for the demands of
modern day life. Your personal tutor will spend time
getting to know you and will give you support on a daily
basis, but also be there on those days when reaching
your goal just seems a stretch too far. Our small class
sizes mean that the teachers have plenty of time for you
too, they are experts in their field and share your
passion for the subjects you are learning which makes
for some really interesting lessons, so aim high.

Believe in Yourself

Our Sixth Form is a community in which you can engage
in new and challenging activities, discover your innate
abilities and build greater self esteem and resilience. We
have a broad 'super' curriculum offering you
opportunities to expand your academic knowledge and
enrich your understanding. This is in addition to our
exciting and inspiring extra curricular activities, so be a
participant and get involved, because the more you
invest in your personal development, the more you will
grow. We'll show you how to adopt the growth mindset,
encourage you to try something different, master new
skills, take up the challenge and ultimately increase your
resolve and resilience. All you have to do is believe in
yourself.

Make a Difference

When you volunteer to help others, you and they both
benefit. You build empathy, leadership and communication
skills and your beneficiaries enjoy opportunities they would
otherwise have missed. You can help your immediate school
community by coaching sport, listening to junior readers or
mentoring younger pupils. You could volunteer to support
our wider school community too. This is a team effort and
enhances your ability to collaborate. In our local area, we
work with the Lions Club of Maidenhead, Foodshare, The
Alexander Devine Children's Hospice and others and if you
have a 'pop up' charity idea, we will support you as well.
You really can make a difference.

It’s your choice

In our Sixth Form you will be valued and stretched.
You will realise your ambitions, discover and hone
your personal strengths and qualities and make a

difference during two pivotal years which will
transform your future. So do it! Join us. If you still
have questions after studying this programme, or just
want a chat and some guidance, please get in touch.
We would be delighted to meet you personally and
help you plan your future and realise your ambitions.

Mr Gary Hope, Head of Sixth Form
sixthform®@clairescourt.com
01628 327560
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Entering the

Sixth Form

Choosing your subjects
Bespoke advice on choosing your courses; be aspirational.
Work to your strengths, focus on your interests and future career ideas.

Check entry requirements
Submit your choices - and return your subject selection form before
the deadline. External candidates must have submitted a Registration Form.

Scholarships

Apply for a scholarship to be rewarded for your talent and achievement.
Awards given for academic attainment and excellence in art, choral, drama,
music and sport.

Interviews
Tell us your plans, what are your goals and aspirations? What can you
contribute to the Sixth Form?

Offers
Offers are made at various times and depend if you are a current
or external candidate. Offers are subject to the course requirements.

[nduction day
For all students: finding your way around - what to do when, where and how.

GCSE results day | registration day
Staff are on hand to help you clarify your options and if necessary give
guidance if there are any concerns.

Welcome to the Sixth Form

Term begins!



Your time in the Sixth Form

On course - on track

@ All A Level courses are linear which means you take all
your exams at the end of the two year course, allowing
more time for teaching and learning.

¢ The BTEC Sports and Information Technology Diplomas
are predominantly a continually assessed course,
although there is one externally marked assignment
as well as one or two controlled assessments.

¢ Regular testing is crucial to develop recall. You will take
three formal exams per subject across Year 12 and also
in Year 13 as well as numerous other end of topic and
end of unit tests.

Now is the time to...

¢ Make the most of the variety of extra curricular activities
that are presented to you. Here are just a few that
have helped our students develop their knowledge and
add value to their CV: CCF, Debating Club, Psychology
Society, Film Club, Eco Club and 'Real Life' Skills.

# Let off steam and stay fit (all good for mental well-being)
by engaging in team sports and/or recreational games.

# Explore your subjects and studies further through
our 'super curriculum'. You'll be encouraged to do
extra reading, watch videos online, download lectures,
visit museums or enter academic competitions. In our
virtual library you'll have access to academic journals
and research materials.

And after Sixth Form

Your Sixth Form years will no doubt be two of the
quickest of your life so far. There is so much to achieve
and consider, and part of our role is to help you prepare
and make considered choices for the next stage.

® The majority of our students go to university; you'll
get one to one support to prepare your application
whether it is an Oxbridge, Russell Group university or
other higher education destination in the UK or abroad.

® We are experienced in supporting student
applications for professional courses such as Law,
Dentistry, Medicine and Veterinary studies, including
guidance on the University Clinical Aptitude Test (UCAT)
and The Law National Aptitude Test (LNAT).

@ The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is worth half
an A Level and is viewed positively by universities who
recognise the transferable study skills you develop from
doing it.

¢ Your personal tutor, mentor, teachers and the Sixth
Form leadership team will know you well and will support
and help you to stay on track to be successful and realise
your ambitions.

¢ Welll track and monitor your progress and feedback
to you and your parents when things are going well and
perhaps not so well. We believe in being approachable
and honest, so the Sixth Form office door is always open.

¢ Expand your career knowledge through Sixth Form
visits to careers fairs and UCAS Higher Education
Exhibitions. Take part in mock interviews with
university admissions tutors.

4 Listen and learn; the exceptional range of speakers
on our Careers Speakers Programme will inspire and
motivate you, as well as give you a real insight into
the world of work and the expectations of employers.

& Our track record for getting students to their chosen
university is outstanding and our relationships with
universities including Imperial College London, University
of Southampton, University of Birmingham, University of
Reading, Oxford Brookes University, Cardiff University
and Royal Holloway University of London are invaluable.

# An increasing number of our students have considered
Advanced, Higher and Degree Apprenticeships and if you
do, we will provide the guidance you need to make a
persuasive application along with interview practice too.
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Sport in the Sixth Form

Our school's sports programme is designed to provide a
well-rounded sporting experience. We prioritise
development with regular training led by experienced
coaches who specialise in each sport (Rugby, Football,
Cricket, Netball, Hockey, Athletics, Sculling and Sailing).

We participate in regular competition during Wednesday
afternoon fixtures against local schools as well as national
competitions. With two rugby teams, five football teams, a
cricket 1st XI, two sculling quads and a sailing team for boys
and girls, there are plenty of opportunities to compete.
These matches form an important part of the sports
programme leaving weekends free for students to represent
local clubs and teams. For girls, there are hockey and netball
teams entered into the local leagues, as well as individuals
competing for the athletics squad in the summer term. Girls
can also elect to join the sculling and sailing squads.
Students are encouraged to participate in at least one team
sport across the year. For the remaining terms they are
offered a membership at David Lloyd where they are
supported by staff with strength and conditioning expertise.

At Claires Court, our commitment to both high-quality
training and competitive fixtures, ensures a holistic sports
education, preparing students not only for success in their
chosen sport but also a chance to participate and excel
outside of academic studies. Many students go on to gain
honours at regional and national level.

Our school's games afternoons, held every Wednesday and
Friday, offer students a diverse array of sporting
opportunities. You can train and compete with your team,
visit Maidenhead Sailing Club with the Claires Court Sailing
team, or row out of Maidenhead Rowing Club. There is
something for everyonel!

6 SIXTH FORM COURSES PROGRAMME

Sport Development
Programme

We offer sports development programmes in Rugby,
Tennis, Rowing and Football, with timetabled training
sessions for those who are dedicated to improving
their performance in these sports. Highly qualified
staff will improve your all-round ability using strength
and conditioning sessions, high level skills sessions
and video analysis. These sessions are timetabled in
alongside your academic studies. For girls, these
sessions typically adopt a strength and conditioning
focus tailored to individual needs, and can be utilised
to inform training requirements through the use of
video analysis.

['ouring
In July 2026 we are planning a Rugby and Football
tour to South Africa. This is an excellent opportunity
to experience everything South Africa has to offer.
We play against local teams, participate in many
exhilarating activities and, of course, go on safari.
The tour also allows students to experience a
different culture and engage with local communities.

Girls had the opportunity to attend a

Netball Tour to Dubai in Easter 2025. They played
local schools and clubs and enjoyed the excursions
Dubai has to offer!
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Art & Design: Fine Art

About the course

The A Level Fine Art course
at Claires Court aims to develop
the creative potential of the

individual. Work is project based
and you will be encouraged

to explore your ideas whilst
developing your core skills -
drawing and painting.

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

To achieve the maximum
potential for the course, you
should have achieved a Grade
5/6 pass (or equivalent) at
GCSE in a broad Art and Design
or Textiles based discipline,
with a supporting portfolio

of good quality work.

Who is suitable for this course?
We are looking for students
who are keen to develop an
advanced understanding of
visual language and
communication and to create
satisfyingly high levels of
technical skill and dexterity.
We want you to develop both
your self-awareness and your
observation of the world
around you. Above all, we want
you to be self-motivated in
order to meet the requirements
of the practical work.

Course structure

Work is project based; there is one
coursework project and one externally
set assignment. There is a strong
emphasis on observational skills and
direct personal experience. An
experimental approach using a wide
range of media introduces students to
a variety of skills and techniques with
which you can communicate your
ideas. Projects are designed to
stimulate visual awareness through
pictorial research using historical and
contemporary images.

Students will be taught to view artists'
work within its context and to
recognise selected artists who are
relevant to their own creative
development. Students will pursue

an idea from initial research and
preparation through to final painting
and presentation.

Course outline

Component one - the personal
investigation involving supporting
studies and practical work.
Component two - the externally set
assignment with supporting studies
and preparatory work.

Method of study

A Level Art encourages an adventurous
and enquiring approach to Art and
Design. Students will spend their time
researching artists, gathering visual
references and taking photographs,

in addition to working from 'real life'.
Students will experiment with assorted
media and techniques as well as
developing ideas towards a final
outcome. There will be a requirement
to travel to exhibitions, art galleries,
architectural sites and studios.
Students will be expected to
demonstrate an understanding of

past and contemporary art and design
practice and be able to produce
artwork that embraces a range of ideas.

How is the course assessed?
The following assessment criteria is
applied to all units:

AO1 - Develop ideas through sustained
and focused investigations informed by
contextual and other sources,
demonstrating analytical and critical
understanding.

AO?2 - Explore and select appropriate
resources, media, materials, techniques
and processes, reviewing and refining
ideas as work develops.

AO3 - Record ideas, observations and
insights relevant to intentions,
reflecting critically on work and
progress.

AO4 - Present a personal and
meaningful response that realises
intentions and, where appropriate,
makes connections between visual and
other elements. Each assessment
carries an equal percentage of 25% of
the final mark.

The weighting of component one is
60% and Component two is 40%.

Where does it lead?

Foundation Course in Art and Design
which would be followed by a degree
course (BA) in a specialist area of Art
and Design such as Fine Art, Textiles,
Graphic Design, Ceramics, Fashion,
Jewellery, Furniture Design, Product
Design and Film-making.

Awarding Body: AQA

Contact: Miss Lauren Moorhouse
Email: Ima®@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.




Biology

About the course

Biology is an exciting and
rapidly developing subject,
with many new discoveries and
developments being announced
every week. The study of living

things has undergone
tremendous expansion in recent
years and topics such as cell
biology, evolutionary biology
and biotechnology are
advancing rapidly.

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

You should have achieved at
least a Grade 7 at GCSE Biology
and a Grade 6 or higher in GCSE
Mathematics. Students taking
Combined Science GCSE should
have at least Grade 7-7.

Who is suitable for this course?
If you have a passion for living
organisms, including plants and
how they function, you will find
this course interesting,
stimulating and challenging.

A love of cuddly animals and
the occasional viewing of a
David Attenborough programme
will not be enough to allow you
to face the demands of this
rigorous course which requires a
command of a vast terminology
and application of knowledge.
Students considering a
medically related course at
University are strongly

advised to study Biology.

Course structure

A Level Biology is comprised

of six modules which are examined
at the end of Year 13 for the A Level
qualification.

“When I came in for my
mduction day people were
very welcoming and friend[y.”

Coursc outline

Units covered:

Module one: Development of practical
skills in Biology

Module two: Foundations in Biology
Module three: Exchange and transport
Module four: Biodiversity, evolution
and disease

In Year 13, the students will study
two further modules

Module five: Communication,
homeostasis and energy

Module six: Genetics, evolution and
ecosystems

Modules one to six will be examined in
three exam papers to be taken at the
end of the course.

Method of study

A variety of activities will be used
including practical work, dissections
and field work to support the topics
being studied and various YouTube
clips will be viewed to illustrate
teaching points. While learning is
mostly active there will also be theory
lessons where relevant principles and
ideas will be discussed and notes
taken. Students will also be expected
to work both collaboratively and
independently completing creative
work and presentations. Students will
be encouraged to make use of the
many biologically related books and
articles in the library.

How is the course assessed?
Students will be required to take
three formal written papers at the
end of the A Level course. The style
of questions in these assessments
will comprise of a mixture of multiple
choice, structured questions and
extended written response questions
covering both theory and knowledge
of practical techniques.

Where does it lead?

Recently cited as one of the more
difficult subjects, A Level Biology is
seen as essential not only for
traditional degree courses such as
Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry
and Physiotherapy, but also for the
ever expanding branches of Biology
such as Bioscience, Genetics and
Immunology. Biologists are essential
to the world we live in and the
environmental challenges we face.

Awarding Body: OCR
Contact: Miss Sadia Mirza

Email: sam®@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.



Business

About the course
A two year linear A Level in

Business during which all
aspects of Business
Management are covered.

Requirements for success
An ability to read and
understand business case
studies and to apply subject
knowledge in analysing and
evaluating business problems
and challenges within the
prescribed business.

Entry requirements:

It is not necessary to have
studied Business Studies at
GCSE level since the A Level
course covers all of the GCSE
subject material but in much
greater depth. You must be
literate and numerate since
there are a fair number of
mathematical calculations and
good essay writing is essential.
Ideally you should have
achieved a Grade 5 at English
and Grade 6 Maths at GCSE
level.

Who is suitable for this course?
Any student who is fascinated by
the business world that surrounds
us and have a curiousness about
how it all works.

(:()LII'SC structure
A Level Business has three

written examinations at the end
of the A Level year.

Course outline

The first year course explains what
constitutes a business, discusses

the role of managers, leadership

and decision making within businesses
of all sizes with particular emphasis

on the four main functions of business:

marketing, operations, human
resources and finance.

10

The A Level course includes the first
year material and focuses on analysing
the strategic position of a business,
choosing a strategic direction for

the business and choosing the correct
strategies within each business
function and managing strategic
change within the business.

Method of study

Lessons are taught by the highly
experienced A Level teaching staff.
Students are expected to make their
own notes based on the prescribed
textbook with additional explanatory
notes provided by the teachers.
Homework is set regularly to enable
the students to hone their exam
writing skills.

How is the course assessed?
There are three exam papers. Each
exam paper is:

* A two hour written exam

* 100 marks in total

* 33.3% of A Level

Paper one: Three compulsory sections
Paper two: Three data response
compulsory questions

Paper three: One compulsory case
study followed by six questions
approximately.

Where does it lead?

The course leads to any undergraduate
degree course or joint honours in
Business Management and into a
Business career in industry or the
public sector. It can lead on to other
functional roles within business.

Awarding Body: AQA

Contact: Mrs Laura Jakes
Email: Imj@clairescourt.net

“I found I can relate business to
the real world and now take a
different view of “Dragons’ Den!”

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.




Chemistry

About the course
Chemists try to understand how
and why substances behave as
they do. Through their studies,
past generations of chemists
have helped to shape the world
as we know it today. They have
developed life-saving drugs,
fertilisers to increase crop yield
and man-made materials
designed to manufacturers'
specifications.
By studying Chemistry, you will:
+ develop essential knowledge
and understanding of the
different areas of the subject
and how they relate to one
another
appreciate how society makes
decisions about scientific

issues and how the sciences
contribute to the success of
the economy and society

get an insight into the way
Chemistry is helping to shape
the future and its part in
combating environmental issues.

The skills acquired by students
who have successfully
completed the A Level course
are highly prized and open the
door to a wide variety of higher
courses and careers.

Requirements for success

Entry requirements:

To achieve the maximum
potential for the course, you
should have achieved at least a
Grade 7 at GCSE Chemistry or a
Grade 7-7 in Combined Science.
As there is a mathematical
element to the course we
strongly recommend that you
have a Grade 6 or higher in
GCSE Mathematics.

Who is suitable for this course?
Students who have a natural
curiosity about the material
world would be well suited to
this course. Achieving an A Level
in Chemistry makes a statement
that you have acquired valuable
skills such as problem solving,
the ability to deal with numbers
and abstract concepts, the
ability to understand models

to make predictions, and good
computational as well as
practical skills.

Course structure

A Level Chemistry is comprised of six
modules. These are examined at the
end of Year 13 for the A Level
qualification. At least 15% of all exams
will be based around knowledge of
practical techniques and at least 20% of
all exams will be mathematical content.

Course outline

Modules Studied in Year 12:

Module one: Development of practical
skills in chemistry

Module two: Foundations in chemistry

Module three: Periodic table and energy

Module four: Core organic chemistry
and analysis

Modules Studied in Year 13:

Module one: Development of practical
skills in chemistry

Module five: Physical chemistry and
transition elements

Module six: Organic chemistry and
analysis

Modules one to six will be examined in
three exam papers to be taken at the
end of the course.

Method of study

During the course much emphasis is
placed on practical work and problem
solving tasks and students will be
expected to work individually or
collaboratively to achieve the expected
standard. There will also be theory
lessons where relevant principles and
ideas will be discussed and notes
taken. Videos and computer
programmes will be used to illustrate
concepts. Students are encouraged to
explore the subject, to complete their
own research notes and to seek tutor
support whenever it is needed.

How is the course assessed?
A combination of assessment
techniques will be used. Students
will be required to take three formal
written papers at the end of the

A Level course. These will include
mathematical problem solving
questions and descriptive questions
and will comprise of a mixture of
multiple choice, structured questions
and extended response questions,
covering theory and knowledge

of practical techniques.

Where does it lead?

There are numerous degree courses
that require A Level Chemistry as
either a prerequisite or highly
desirable. These include all Science
and Engineering courses, Medicine,
Veterinary Science, Dentistry and
Physiotherapy. Employers also look
favourably upon this qualification.

Awarding Body: OCR

Contact: Dr Karen Loughran
Email: kjl@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.



Design & Technology

About the course

The course is weighted equally
with 50% being practical and
50% written examination.

The Pearson Edexcel Level Three
Advanced GCE in Design and
Technology (Product Design)
consists of one externally-
examined paper and one
non-examined assessment
component. You must complete
all assessments in May and
June in any single year.

Product Design is in many ways
the natural progression for
those who have studied
Resistant Materials at GCSE.

This course gives you the
chance to be creative and
innovative as you develop your
product design skills and learn
about the complex relationships
between design, materials,
manufacturing, marketing and
the user, covering all aspects

of the design process.

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

You will need to have achieved
at least a Grade 6 at GCSE in
Design and Technology.

Who is suitable for this course?
Creative individuals who like to
think outside the box. You will
be encouraged to suggest
innovative solutions, propose
commercially viable design
solutions, develop, test and trial
working models and prototypes
for a variety of products using
innovative concepts and
materials. You will also learn
about contemporary design,
modern materials and industrial
production methods.

Course structure

Level three - two year course.

Coursc outline

Component one:

Principles of Design and Technology.
There will be a written examination of
two hours

and 30 minutes worth 50% of the
qualification (120 marks). The written
examination will take place at the
end of Year 13.

Component two:

Independent Design and Make Project
(Paper code: 9DT0/02). This is a non-
examined assessment worth 50% of
the qualification (120 marks). The
design and make project will span
across Year 12 and 13.

Method of study

Component one:

Principles of Design and Technology.
Students will study how we design for
maintenance and a cleaner
environment looking at current
legislation in our industry.
Component 2:

Independent Design

and Make Project. Students will
undertake a substantial design, make
and evaluate project which requires
you to produce a portfolio and a
prototype outcome.

How is the course assessed?
At the end of Year 13 there is

one two hour and 30 minutes

paper which is assessed externally.
The design portfolio and the
practical work are assessed
internally and moderated externally.

Where does it lead?

This qualification would open
pathways to Engineering,
Manufacturing, Product Design,
Interior Design, Industrial Design
and Architecture amongst others.

Awarding Body: Pearson
Contact: Mr André Boulton

Email: and®@clairescourt.net

“Claires Court Sixth Form

has been an amazing experience
JSor me. I love the atmosphere
and the small class sizes.”

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.




Drama & Theatre

About the course

The course will be assessed
with a weighting of 60%
practical and 40% written exam.

This qualification emphasises
practical creativity alongside

research and theoretical
understanding. You will learn
through seeing theatre and
making theatre. You can choose
to develop as a performer,
designer (lighting, sound, set,
costume, hair and make-up).

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

You should have achieved Grade 4
English Language and Grade 4
English Literature in GCSE. lItis a
demanding course due to the
amount of reading and written
work, and rehearsal time. Group
work is at the heart of the course.
Who is suitable for this course?
You will need passion,
commitment and creativity.

Course structure

The new linear Drama and Theatre A
Level is a two year course, comprising
three components.

Component one:

Theatre Workshop (internally assessed,
externally moderated - 20% of
qualification).

Students will be assessed on either
acting or design. Students will
participate in the creation, development
and performance of a reinterpretation
of an extract from a text, using the
techniques and working methods of
either an influential theatre practitioner
or a recognised theatre company.
Candidates must produce a creative
log as well.

Component two:

Text in Action (externally assessed by a
visiting examiner - 40% of qualification).
Students will be assessed on either
acting or design.

13

Students will participate in the creation,
development and performance of two
pieces of theatres:

* a devised piece

* an extract from a text.

Students will produce a process

and evaluation report.

Component three:

Text in Performance (two hours and 30
minutes written examination worth 40%
of qualification).

Three texts will be studied from

the perspective of a designer, actor
and designer. Three questions must

be answered.

Method of study

Learning takes place through

the shared experience of watching
theatre and creating theatre as part
of a group. No two Drama lessons
are quite the same.

Students will do background research
on plays, performances and theatre
practitioners, watch pictures and
clips from performances, read plays,
rehearse, analyse, appreciate,
evaluate, solve problems, acquire
acting and design techniques.
Students will write about plays, live
theatre and their own performances.

Ultimately, common to all lessons
are: working with others to
understand drama and the theatre
and to create theatre.

Where does it lead?

Students of A Level Drama and
Theatre emerge with a toolkit of
transferable skills preparing them
for their next steps. Drama and
Theatre provides a strong stand-alone
qualification, with real and credible
value for students in both higher
education and in their future careers.
This course refines students'
collaborative skills, their analytical
thinking and their approach to
research. They learn to evaluate
objectively and develop a sound
appreciation of the influences that
cultural and social contexts can

have on decision making.

Awarding Body: Edugas WJEC

Contact: Mrs Maggie Olivier
Email: mco@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.




Economics

About the course

A two year linear A Level in

Economics during which all
aspects of Micro and Macro
Economics are covered.

Requirements for success
An ability to read and
understand economic extracts
and to apply subject knowledge
in analysing and evaluating
economic problems and
challenges within the prescribed
economic sector.

Entry requirements:

It is not necessary to have
studied Business Studies or
Economics at GCSE level since
the A Level course covers all

of the GCSE subject material
but in much greater depth. You
must be literate and numerate
since there are a fair number of
mathematical calculations and
good essay writing is essential.
Ideally you should have
achieved a Grade 5 in English
and Grade 6 Maths at

GCSE level.

Who is suitable for this course?
Any student who is fascinated
by the economy that surrounds
us and a curiousness about

how it all works.

“Claires Court really feels
like a second home to me.”

Course structure

The course consists of four modules
over the two years. The examination
papers consist of a multiple choice
element as well as data response
questions of various lengths to assess
the students' ability in demonstrating
knowledge and the application of that
knowledge in the context provided,

as well as the ability to analyse the
context accurately and reach logical
conclusions about the economic
problem concerned. A Level exam
papers require extensive research into
the Global and European economies.

Course outline

The first year course covers all
aspects of microeconomics, explains
the operations of markets and market
failure as well as all aspects of
macroeconomics and the national
economy in a global context.

The A Level course includes the

first year material with the additional
focus of the role of individuals, firms
and markets in market success and
failure as well as the national and
international economy in more detail.

Method of study

Lessons are taught by the

highly experienced A Level teaching
staff. Students are expected to
make their own notes based on the
prescribed textbook with additional
explanatory notes provided by the
teachers. Homework is set regularly
to enable the students to hone their
exam writing skills.

How is the course assessed?
There are three exam papers.
Each exam paper is:

* Two hour written exam

* 80 marks

* 33.3% of A Level

Paper one:

* Data response questions

* Essay questions

Paper two:

+ Data response questions

* Essay questions

Paper three:

* Multiple choice questions

* Case study questions

Where does it lead?

The course leads to any undergraduate
degree course or joint honours in
Economics, banking, accounting and
on into a career in industry or the
public sector.

Awarding Body: AQA
Contact: Ms Stella Neal

Email: sdn@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.



English Literature

About the course

The general aims are to
encourage students to read
widely and independently;
engage critically and creatively

with texts; develop and apply
their knowledge of literary
criticism; explore the contexts
of texts studied and deepen
their appreciation of literature.

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

You should have achieved a
grade 6 or above at both English
Language and English Literature
GCSE. However, there is certain
room for negotiation if you have
excelled in the examination
elements of your GCSEs.

Who is suitable for this course?
If you have a passion for

reading and writing you should
strongly consider English
Literature at A Level, as well

as if you're looking for a
qualification with a reputation
for being academically rigorous.

Course structure

The A Level qualification consists
of three externally examined papers
and one coursework component.
The qualification requires the study
of eight texts plus unseen poetry.

“Our daughter is determined

to succeed and achieve top
grades in her studies.”

Year 12 Parent

Course outline

A Level

Component One:

* Drama (30% of overall qualification)

Students study:

* One Shakespeare play and one
other Drama play.

* A collection of essays and critical
essays.

Component Two:

* Prose (20% of overall qualification)

Students study:

* Two prose texts sharing a common
theme.

Component Three:

* Poetry (30% of overall qualification)

Students will:

* Prepare for responding to an unseen
modern poem, through study of
poetic form, meaning, language
and style.

Students study:

* A range of poetry from the
Victorian period.

Coursework: (20% of the overall

qualification). Students produce

one assignment of 2500-3000 words

based on two texts.

Method of study

Much time will be spent reading
and analysing the various texts
studied on the course in a tutorial
style environment.

However, where possible, there will be
opportunities to see literature come to
life through theatre visits and viewings
of cinematic interpretations of texts.

How is the course assessed?
The course is assessed through five
main assessment objectives (AOs):
AO1 Articulate informed responses

to literary texts, using associated
terminology and coherent written
expression.

AO2 Analyse ways in which meanings
are shaped in literary texts.

AO3 Demonstrate understanding of the
significance of the contexts in which
literary texts are written and received.
AO4 Explore connections across
literary texts.

AO5 Explore literary texts informed
by different interpretations.

Where does it lead?

The study of English Literature at A
Level will leave open a wide variety of
career paths, whilst closing very few.

Awarding Body: Pearson

Contact: Mr Luke Wespieser
Email: law@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.



Entry requirements:

There are no entry requirements.
Who is suitable for this course?
Every Year 12 student has the
opportunity after their first half
term to think about this AS level
course and decide if they wish
to undertake a project. You
need to be self-motivated,
happy to work independently
and very determined. It helps to
have a very deep interest in the
topic chosen.

Examples of recent A/A*
projects include:

Arts

'How much influence did Freud
have on the surrealist painters?,
'What were the influences on
traditional Serbian national
costume?', 'The representation
of women in music videos.'
Science

'How polluted is York Stream in
Maidenhead?', 'What is the best
method to raise orphan lambs?'
Psychology

'Does birth order affect the
personality of an individual?',
Does age affect the extent to
which people conform?'
Technology

'Is it possible to build a working
hovercraft with power tools and
a limited budget?"

History

'The Vienna Congress of 1814
and its effect on international
relations until the First

World War'.

This is a complete AS level and is
graded from A* to U, worth the
normal UCAS points.

There is a programme of lessons
and workshops taking 30 guided
learning hours on acquiring the skills
needed to complete a successful
project. These include planning,
research and referencing, report
writing, presentation to an audience
and evaluation. Students visit Royal
Holloway University Library to learn
how to use an academic library and
they have access to all printed and
e-resources there.

Students work independently on their
project, but with the guidance of a
supervisor. Students will manage their
A Level subjects alongside their EPQ.

The supervisor of a project marks

the completed project and its progress
by the evidence presented in the EPQ
log and the final presentation and
report or artefact. The planning,
monitoring of progress and evaluation

of the project are worth more marks
than the final product. The projects are
internally moderated by the school
coordinator and externally moderated
by AQA. There are no examinations.

The EPQ as a course does not lead
to any particular course at university
or employment. However it is highly
thought of by universities as it
demonstrates that students have
learned vital skills needed for
independent study on a degree
course. Many students have found
the extra knowledge and skills has
opened doors to a particular career.

“l am learning more about a topic
that is of real interest to me whilst
developing skills that will help me
with my university studies.”

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.



Food Science & Nutrition

About the course

The WJEC Level Three
Diploma in Food Science and
Nutrition has been designed
to provide students with
underpinning knowledge,

understanding and skills to
progress to further study and
training. It offers exciting and
interesting experiences that
focus on knowledge and
understanding linked to the
food production industry.

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

It is not essential to have
studied Food Studies at

GCSE but it would be helpful
alongside GCSE Science.
Achieving at least a pass

at GCSE in English Language

is essential.

Who is suitable for this course?
You will need to be able to
demonstrate: the ability to work
independently; research skills;
motivation and an interest in the
food industry. You will complete
a portfolio which will go
towards the final assessment.
Therefore you will need to
manage your time effectively
and meet the deadlines set.

Course structure
The WJEC Level Three Diploma

in Food Science and Nutrition is
studied over two years and is made

Course outline

The WJEC Level 3 Diploma in Food

Science and Nutrition is made up

of four units:

+ Unit one: Meeting the nutritional
needs of specific groups

+ Unit two: Ensuring food is safe to eat

* Unit three: Experimenting to solve
food production

« Unit four: Current issues in Food
Science and Nutrition

Method of study

Using a range of skills such as
research, analysis, planning and
evaluation; students will gain an in
depth understanding of Food Science
and Nutrition and the impact on the
lives of individuals and on society
today. Students will carry out practical
tasks, competently and confidently,
demonstrating flair and precision and
will analyse the results, drawing sound
conclusions from their findings. At
every opportunity students will be able
to identify and transfer accurately in
depth knowledge and understanding
from one task to another.

How is the course assessed?
The WJEC Level three Diploma in Food
Science and Nutrition is assessed
through a combination of a written
exam and an external assignment set
and marked by WJEC, along with two
internally marked assignments.

Achievement is based on a student's
ability to meet the assessment criteria
and units can be awarded a grade of
pass, merit or distinction.

Where does it lead?

By studying Food Science and
Nutrition you will gain the required
knowledge to support entry into a
variety of higher education courses
such as:
* BSc Food and Nutrition
* BSc Human Nutrition
* BSc (Hons) Public Health Nutrition
* BSc (Hons) Food Science and
Technology
An understanding of Food Science and
Nutrition is relevant to many industries
and job roles. Care providers and
nutritionists in hospitals use this
knowledge, as do sports coaches and
fitness instructors. Hotels and
restaurants, food manufacturers and
government agencies also use this
understanding to develop menus, food
products and policies that support
healthy eating initiatives. Many
employment opportunities within the
field of Food Science and Nutrition are
available to graduates.

Awarding Body: WJEC
Contact: Miss Heather Frost

Email: haf@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.

up of four units. All students must
take units one and two and then
select either unit three or unit four.
Studying one of the two optional

units allows students the opportunity
to study subjects of particular interest
or relevance to them, building on
previous learning and experiences.
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Entry requirements:

You should have achieved a

minimum of Grade 6 at GCSE. A

Grade 5 at GCSE English and

Maths is also required.

Who is suitable for this course?

The course will appeal to

you if you:

* Have an interest in the world
around you and how it is likely
to develop in the future

* Enjoy investigating and

discussing modern issues and

debating the relative merits
of their solutions

Understand the different

paradigms needed to

comprehend the world's

Geography

* Wish to continue to develop
the academic rigour and
challenge necessary for higher
education and the workplace.

“Our son is happy and is
thoroughly enjoying the
subjects he has chosen.”

Year 12 Parent

The course is studied over two
years with three A Level exams sat
at the end of Year 13, alongside a
non-examined assessment.

Units covered:

Subject to specification:

+ Core physical themes are water
and carbon cycles and the coastal
landscape system

 Core human themes are changing
spaces; making places, global
migration and human rights

* Debates within geography
concerning disease dilemmas
and the hazardous Earth.

The course will be studied as

a whole class with opportunities

for small group work, discussions,
debates and structured examination
technique learning.

The non-examined assessment makes
up 20% of the students' overall grades
and although they have guided
sessions, this is an independent project
with very limited teacher input.

A combination of three written exams
and a non-examined assessment of
3,000 to 4,000 words at A Level.

Geography is conducive to almost any
career, as it covers a wide spectrum of
skills from Geography based careers
to careers in Business, social sciences
and Sciences.

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.




History

About the course

A Level History covers a 200
year chronology, studying some

British History, plus the history
of at least one other country.
There is also a coursework
component in Year 13.

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

Preferably at least a Grade

6 at GCSE History and a Grade
6 in English Language.

Who is suitable for this course?
You must enjoy debate and
discussion, have an enquiring
mind and enjoy investigating
information. You need to have
an interest in the past and its
relevance to the present
together with an ability to
communicate ideas effectively,
both orally and in writing. You
should enjoy asking questions
of the present and exploring
the past unbiased and critically.

If you have studied History
GCSE you will find that the
skills you learned and the
knowledge you acquired will
form a solid foundation for
further studies at A Level.

Course structure

The course is studied over two years
with three exams at the end of Year
13. There is also a 3,000 - 4,000
word essay coursework component
on historical interpretations.

Method of study

Whole class, individual and group work
to prepare presentations, discussions

and essays. Exam techniques are

taught and extensively practiced. Use is
made of online resources such as the
National Archives and those provided

by the Historical Association.

19

Course outline

Route C:

Religion and state in early modern
Europe.

Paper one:

England, 1509-1603: authority, nation
and religion: a seminal period in British
History covering the English
Reformation which has been described
as the 'first Brexit'.

Paper two:

Luther and the German Reformation:
This gives an overview and
understanding of European

history which still resonates over

the continent today and leads to a
better understanding of our nearest
neighbours.

Paper three:

Civil rights and race relations in the
USA: 1850-2009: both topical and
crucial to issues that challenge our
society today. Coursework: A 3,000-
4,000 word essay on historical
interpretations on a historical
controversy of your choice. Past
subjects have included the Crusades,
the Holocaust and Causes of the
Wall Street.

The coursework component accounts
for 20% of the student's grade and
although there is a taught unit on
historical interpretations, this is an
independent piece of work with limited
teacher input.

How is the course assessed?
There are two exams (Papers 1 and 39)
each worth 30% of your A Level grade
which last two and a quarter hours.
One exam (Paper 2) worth 20% of your
grade which lasts one and a half hours
and the coursework also worth 20%.

Where does it lead?

History is a well-respected

A Level that opens up a variety of
options for employment and further
study, wherever the skills of
evaluation, detailed and focused
research and the weighing up of
evidence are valued. This would
include careers in law, journalism,
teaching, banking and business.

Awarding Body: Pearson

Contact: Ms Camilla Bullough
Email: crb@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.




Computing AAQ G

About the course

This qualification gives students
opportunities to develop the
core knowledge, skills and

understanding that underpin
computer programming and to
develop computational thinking
and programming skills that will
enable them to solve problems.

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

Students are required to have
GCSE Mathematics GCSE
English at a minimum of level 5,
Mathematics desired level 6.
Who is suitable for this course?
Anyone with an interest in the
Digital sector and aiming to
progress to higher education as
a route to graduate level
employment.

Course structure

The qualification has four mandatory

units covering the following topic areas:

Programming Fundamentals
Computing concepts and their
application through programming and
design methodologies.

In this unit, you will explore logical and
structured ways to develop programs
using Python and process data to solve
specific problems. You will examine the
features of effective computer
programming including binary maths,
recursion, iteration and sorting
methods. You will also develop the
skills to effectively analyse a problem,
break it down into its component parts,
and design and evaluate solutions.
Computer Network Security and
Encryption

Types and origins of security threats,
relevant regulations, methods and tools
to detect and prevent threats, and
concepts and algorithms of encryption.

.

Human-Computer Interaction

User experience (UX) and user interface
(Ul) design principles and their
application in creating interfaces; key
principles of HCI design, including
meeting diverse needs of users. You will
have the opportunity to experiment with
hardware and software to develop a
solution to a set project brief.

Practical Programming

Principles of computer science related to
software development and their
application in developing and managing a
software solution. You will produce a
piece of software for a set project brief
using Python and standard development
tools and methodologies.

These are studied over a two year period
spanning Year 12 and 13.

Method of study

Whole class, individual and small group
work to prepare presentations,
discussions and written essay answers.
Students will use the Python
programming language and professional
software development environment
including Visual Studio Code and GitHub.
Through the use of a dedicated lab,
students will be able to explore
computer networks and security. Using
specialist software such as Figma,
students will develop User Experience
and User Interface designs. Prototyping
boards such as Raspberry Pi will be
available for investigating HCI.

Assessment

Unit one: Programming Fundamentals.
Externally set and marked written
examination.

Unit two: Computer Network Security
and Encryption.

Externally set and marked written
examination.

Unit three: Human-Computer
Interaction.

Externally set assignment consisting of
3 tasks.

Optional Unit six: Website
Development.

Externally set assignment consisting of
2 tasks.

Each unit is graded individually with the
final course grade a combination of each
unit grade. Unit one and two exams may
be taken from the Summer of Year 12.

Mastery
Students will develop the following
knowledge and skills:

e Applied knowledge and
understanding of programming
design and methodologies and
principles of software development
in relation to solving specific
problems

e Applied knowledge and
understanding of how to detect
and prevent different types of
security threats and design user
experiences and user interfaces to
meet the diverse needs of users

e Technical skills to:

1.Create a design proposal for an
accessible HCI solution to meet the
requirements of a brief and develop
and evaluate the solution

2.Manage the development of a
software solution to meet the
requirements of a brief

» Transferable skills such as problem
solving, creativity and innovation,
written communications and taking
personal responsibility.

Students also have the opportunity to
develop other transferable skills such as:
e Written communication to support
the design and creation of digital
solutions using technical and non-

technical language in user and
technical documents.

o Critical thinking skills which will be
beneficial when students encounter
group analytical tasks in higher
education.

Where does it lead?

This course provides a suitable
foundation for the study of Computer
Science or IT related courses in Higher
Education including Apprenticeships.
In addition, the qualification enables
learners to develop the transferable
skills and higher-order skills that are
highly regarded by higher education
providers and employers.

Awarding Body: Pearson
Contact: Mr Paul Robson

Email: par@clairescourt.net
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Mathematics

About the course

Mathematics A Level is an
exciting and challenging subject.
The pure side of the course has
a natural elegance and beauty
whilst also providing the tools
and techniques needed to
analyse and solve problems

in a way that is often hugely
satisfying. The applied side

of the course provides
opportunities to create and
apply mathematical models

to understand and predict
outcomes to real world
problems. If you have a
particular aptitude and passion
for maths, in addition to
following the A Level maths
course, it is possible to study
Further Maths to AS Level.

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

Grade 7+ in either GCSE

or IGCSE Maths

Who is suitable for this course?
The students who achieve

the best A Level grades in
Mathematics are those who
think logically, enjoy and are
good at algebra, solving number
puzzles and spotting number
patterns and who are willing

to work hard and persevere to
solve challenges. In order to be
considered for Further Maths it
is necessary to additionally be
on course to achieve Grade A
at AS Mathematics.

Course structure

AS Level Mathematics

Paper one Pure Maths one:

Covers proof, algebra, functions,
coordinate geometry and circles,
binomial expansion, trigonometry,
exponentials and logarithms,
differentiation and integration,

and vectors.

Paper two Statistics and Mechanics:
Covers sampling, data presentation
and interpretation, probability,
statistical distributions, hypothesis
testing, quantities and units in
mechanics, kinematics, and forces and
Newton's laws.

A Level Mathematics

Paper one Pure Maths one:

This covers the same content as the
AS Pure Maths one, but examined to a
deeper level.

Paper two Pure Maths two:

This extends the knowledge of the
topics of Pure Maths and additionally
includes numerical methods.

Paper three Statistics and
Mechanics:

This extends the knowledge of the
topics of Statistics and Mechanics and
additionally includes moments.
Further Mathematics

Once students have settled into the
AS Maths course those who are
excelling have the option to take up
AS Further Maths. This involves
studying Further Pure Maths content,
and a choice of one of Decision or
additional Mechanics, Statistics, or
Further Pure Maths.

Method of study

The course is taught didactically with
plenty of opportunity for questioning,
investigating and solving problems as
a group or individually.

Students are encouraged to make use
of the maths site on the Claires Court
hub with its links to maths related
news articles and TED videos, puzzles,
revision sites, extension material and
past papers, mark schemes and
examiner reports. They will also have
the opportunity to attend a "Maths
Inspiration Day" to experience some
of the UK's most inspiring maths
speakers performing live.

How is the course assessed?

The entire course is assessed by
written examinations, two at the end
of Year 12, and three at the end of Year
13. At AS Level the Pure Maths paper is
two hours and the Applied paper is one
hour, while at A Level all three papers
are two hours.

Where does it lead?

Mathematics is useful in almost

any career, and can lead to a huge
variety of exciting professional job
opportunities in business, engineering,
scientific research, government
service, code breaking, weather
forecasting, logistics and finance
including actuarial work, accountancy
and banking.

Awarding Body: Pearson

Contact: Mrs Rachel Barnes
Email: rlb@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.

There are two papers at the end of Year
12 forming the AS qualification, one for
Core Maths and the other for Statistics
and Mechanics. At the end of Year 13
there are three papers for the A Level,
two in Core Maths and one in Statistics
and Mechanics.




Media Studies

About the course

Media Studies is central to
understanding twenty-first-
century culture. It is a relevant
and challenging subject where
you can explore a diverse range
of topics such as consumers
and producers in film, TV, social
media, video games, and the
music industry. We live in the
midst of the 'Information Age'
where media constantly
saturates our everyday lives.
Whether we use iPads,
television, or simply go to the
cinema we are constantly
consuming media and sharing
our thoughts with others.
Media Studies gives students
the opportunity to become
confident discerners of all
types of media, as well as
starting their journey in a
more professional context.

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

GCSE English - Grade 5
minimum preferred

Who is suitable for this course?
Anyone who is interested

in studying the media and
exploring its vital role

in creating our views and
perspectives as well as its

role of the media in

influencing our perspective.

Course structure

In AS Media Studies students will learn
practical skills by creating the opening
scenes of a thriller film working in
specialist roles such as directors,
editors and visual effects designers.
The examination component (taken

at the end of the two year course)

is split into two parts. The first part

is analysis of representation in a
television extract. For the second part
of the paper, students will study the
film industry.

The course is split into:

Component one Foundation Portfolio

* 50% coursework - thriller film
opening production and planning

One paper, two parts:

Component two Key Media Concepts

Examination

* 25% Representation (an unseen
TV drama source)

Component two Part B Audiences

and Institutions Examination

* 25% will be an institutions and
audience examination (the UK and
US film industry).

*Please note AS Media Studies

will make up 50% of your A2 Media

Studies grade

In A2 Media Studies students will
undertake a music video promotion
package for their coursework
component, which includes the
creation of a social media page, and
a digipak album release. The exam

is split into three parts. The first part
is on media debates (postmodern
media and power and the media) and
the second part of this exam will be
on the topic of power and the media.
Finally, the third part of this exam is
on media ecology. The exam answers
will be evaluated using examples from
films, television, gaming, journalism,
social media and music videos.

For A-Level, the AS grade will be

brought forward which will amount

to 50% of the overall grade.

The course is split into:

Component three Advanced Portfolio

* 50% coursework - music promotion
package for an artist or band

One paper, two parts (50% of total

A-Level grade):

Component four (Part A) Critical

Media debates examination - two part

question on media debates -

Postmodernism and Power and the

Media

Such topics will include:

* Postmodern media disrupts
representation

* The way audiences react differently
in a postmodern world

* Relationships between texts and
their producers and audiences

* The construction and reception
of marketing messages
* The mediation of their identities
in the media
Component four (Part B) Media eco
examination - One part question on
media ecology
Such topics will include:
+ Audience engagement with evolving
media environments
* Technological change including the
collection and sharing of information
* The impact of developing technologies
* Globalisation and the impact of this
on audiences

Method of study

A mixture of filmmaking, music video
print, and production combines with
analysis in essay writing to offer an
exciting experience to students,
allowing you to try out practical skills
and new theoretical perspectives.

How is the course assessed?
The course is 50% coursework and with
a two part paper at AS and A Level.

Where does it lead?

Media Studies is a stepping stone

to university. It also leads to a career
in advertising, marketing, filmmaking
and digital media such as website
development and social media
marketing. Cambridge is also
recognised for enabling students

to have a global perspective with
regards to media texts.

Awarding Body: Cambridge Int.

Contact: Mr Sam Robertson
Email: snr@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.
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Modern Foreign Languages:
French, German, Spanish

About the course

The A Level courses in
languages —French, German or
Spanish, are designed to enable

you to develop your linguistic
skills alongside your
understanding of the culture
and society of countries where
the target language is spoken.

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

Minimum Grade 7 in the

chosen language.

Who is suitable for this course?
You should have a passion for
your chosen language and the
countries in which it is spoken.
You must be prepared to spend
time expanding your knowledge
of contemporary issues through
reading and listening in the
target language.

( ourse structure
A Level/AS

AS examined at the end of Year 12
A Level examined at the end of Year 13.

Method of study

Lessons are taught using a

highly communicative approach

with a focus on speaking and listening.
Students are expected to match
contact hours with independent

study outside the classroom.

“My daughter had such a happy
fwo years at Claires Coun't.
Thank you for giving her so
much love and support.”

Year 13 Parent

Coursc outline

Units covered:

AS

Paper one

Listening, reading and writing. Aspects
of society, current trends; artistic
culture; translation

into English

Paper two

Writing. An essay on a text or a film
(from a prescribed list); translation into
the target language

Paper three

Speaking. General conversation based
on two stimulus cards using topics
from Paper 1

A2

Paper one

Listening, reading and writing. Aspects
of society, current trends and current
Issues; artistic culture; aspects of
political life; translation into English;
translation into the target language
Paper two

Writing. An essay on each

of the two works they have studied
(a book and a film, or two books)
Paper three - Speaking. General
discussion based on a stimulus card,
followed by presentation and further
discussion on an individually
researched project

A visit to the target language speaking
country is a course requirement, though
this can be arranged privately.

How is the course assessed?
AS assessed at end of Year 12
Paper one - one hours and 45 minutes
Paper two - one hour and 15 minutes
Paper three - 12 to 14 minutes

A Level assessed at the end

of Year 13

Paper one - two hours and 30 mins;
Paper two - two hours

Paper three - 21-23 minutes;

Where does it lead?

The world is your oyster with an

A Level MFL! Languages are also
regarded as facilitating subjects by
university admissions tutors for all
academic courses.

Awarding Body: AQA

Contact: Ms Eva Urzaiz
Email: emu®@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.




The units are delivered in a number This can lead to a career in Music

of ways including teacher led topics involving Music Technology, teaching
or student led sessions. Composition and other music related careers.
tasks are carried out individually.

Instrumental staff assist the students

in preparing solo pieces.

Entry requirements: The course is 100% externally
Grade 6 at GCSE Music, as well assessed.
as Grade 5 standard in chosen Course specifications may be subject to change
instrument/voice. “Our daughter is making new s directed by the examining board
. . . S b S
Who is suitable for this course? . o .
You need to have a performance Sriends, enjoying her studies and
standard of Grade 5 on an is very happy with the teaching

instrument or voice. . )
.S‘ll/)/)()/“f she is g(’f 1 mg.

Year 12 Parent

A Level

The Pearson Edexcel Level Three
Advanced GCE in Music is 100%
externally assessed, and consists of one
written paper and two non-examined
assessment components.

A Level

Units covered:

* Component one - Performing

A public performance of one or more
pieces, performed as a recital
lastingfor 8 minutes of music (30% of
the qualification).

* Component two - Composing
Total of two compositions, one to a
brief set by Pearson and one either
free composition or also to a brief,
lasting a minimum of 6 minutes
between them (30% of the
qualification).

* Component three - Appraising
Knowledge and understanding

of musical elements, contexts

and language through studying

set works (40% of the qualification).
Is assessed by a written paper
lasting for two hours.




Music Technology

About the course

Aimed at students with

a passion for music and
technology, this course covers
all aspects of a fast moving
and exciting industry. You will

learn the techniques involved
with recording, composing,
editing and manipulating sound,
as well as understanding how
the industry works and relevant
historical contexts.

Requirements for success

Entry requirements:

Preferred: Five GCSE's

and Grade 3 standard

on an instrument or voice.

Who is suitable for this course?

This course will appeal to you,

if you:

e are creative

* have an interest in exploring
how technology can be used
in music making and
performance

* enjoy exploring new ways
of thinking

* enjoy working on task based
projects

“The school has provided our
son a great start in life and
really encouraged him to
believe in himself.”

Year 12 Parent
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Course structure
A Level

A Level linear GCE in Music Technology.
The award comprises of four units.

Course outline

Units covered at A Level:
Component one:

Recording 20%

Component two:

Technology Based Composition 20%
Component three:

Listening and Analysing Exam 25%
Component four:

Producing and Analysing Exam 35%

Method of study

The course features a range of

taught workshops including recording
live performance, sequencing and
composing. Further practical workshops
are included where students are
encouraged to apply and explore

the techniques they have learned
leading to the successful completion

of practical assignments.

How is the course assessed?
The course includes a mixture of
coursework assignments and two
examinations. The examinations are
a mixture of short answer, essay
and practical mixing tasks.

Where does it lead?

This course can lead in many
directions, to further study in Music
or Music Production degree courses
or into employment areas such as:

* Live Sound Engineering

* Studio Engineer

* Music Production

* Music Publishing

* Music Promotion

* Record Companies

¢ Music Composer/Performer

Awarding Body: Pearson
Contact: Mr Daniel Gravett

Email: dng@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.




Entry requirements:

To achieve the maximum
potential from the course,

you must be literate and

have good essay writing

skills along with strong
analytical skills. Achieving

at least a pass at GCSE in
English Language is essential.
Who is suitable for this course?
An interest in photography

and art and an imaginative

and creative mind are essential.
Good attendance, punctuality
and the ability to keep to
deadlines in this subject are
very important.

Internal Skills Development Programme:
During the first term students are
introduced to the technical and creative
elements that will help them in
producing their examined assignments.

Personal Investigation: This is an
in-depth practical unit of work together
with an essay. This unit is worth 60% of
the A Level mark.

Externally Set Task: The questions

for the externally set task are available
from February when students are in
Year 13. Students will be required to
respond to one of the questions set

by AQA, making certain that their
practical and written work covers all
four assessment objectives. This task
is worth 40% of the A Level mark.

Students must choose to work

in one or more of the following

areas of photography:

* Portraiture, documentary and/or
photojournalism

* Landscape (urban, rural and/or
coastal)

* Working from objects, still life
or from the natural world

* Experimental imagery

As these are fairly broad areas and
students can work in overlapping
areas, candidates will be able to base
personal photographic studies on
subjects or themes that interest them.

This is a practical based course

with taught lessons (around 25%)
designed to support students'
practical coursework and set
assignment tasks. Students are strongly
encouraged to work independently
and much of the practical work

is done outside of timetabled lessons.
Successful students are those that
manage their time to allow for the
essential work of building up a library
of carefully planned photo-shoots.

The examining board's four assessment
objectives are used as the basis for
internal progress and assessment.
After the final marks are submitted

to the examining board, an external
moderator visits the school to assess

a sample of the students' work.

This subject is ideally suited for those
interested in pursuing any creative or
art related courses. The content also
makes it well suited for those wishing
to work or study in media, information
technology as well as the many
different fields of photography itself,
such as commercial, medical, scientific
and advertising. It is also useful as a
support subject for students who wish
to pursue careers in design or
business, as it shows the creative skills
necessary to succeed in these areas.

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.




Physical Education

About the course

The course has been designed
to allow you to study Physical
Education in an academic
setting, enabling you to

critically analyse and evaluate
your experience of practical
activity in developing your
knowledge and understanding
of the subject.

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

You are expected to have
successfully completed a GCSE
in Physical Education but this
would not exclude candidates
who had not done so. However,
the specifications have been
designed to provide progression
by building on the knowledge,
understanding and skills studied
at Key Stage 4. Most candidates
will normally have achieved at
least the equivalent of GCSE
Grade 6 in PE or should be
regularly competing in one sport
to a high level.

Who is suitable for this course?
This course is suitable for you if
you have a passion for sport and
are seeking further education

or careers in PE teaching,
Physiotherapy, Medicine, Sports
Science for example.

Course structure
In Year 12 the following topics
are researched:

Physiological factors affecting
Performance:

Applied anatomy and physiology,
exercise physiology and biomechanics.
Psychological and socio-cultural
themes in PE:

Skill acquisition, sports psychology and
sport and society.

Performance in PE:

Performance or coaching of an activity
(taken from an approved list in
accordance with OCR).
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In Year 13 the following topics

are researched:

Physiological factors affecting
performance:

Applied anatomy and physiology,
exercise physiology and biomechanics.
Psychological factors affecting
performance:

Skill acquisition and sports psychology.
Socio-cultural issues in physical
activity and sport:

Sport and society, contemporary issues
in physical activity and sport.
Performance in PE:

Performance or coaching, evaluation
and analysis

of performance for improvement.

Method of study

In addition to standard class and
homework, students are expected
to read widely around the subject
to build and enhance knowledge
and understanding of the subject
content. The syllabus is mainly taught
through theoretical means and very
few lessons are practically based.
Essay questions are covered
frequently as they are an important
factor within the examination.

How is the course assessed?
Candidates sit exams at the end

of two years of study.

A Level:

Component one:

Physiological factors affecting
performance: two hour examination,
worth 30% of total A Level.
Component two:

Psychological factors affecting
performance: one hour examination,
worth 20% of total A Level.
Component three:

Socio-cultural issues in physical activity
and sport: one hour examination, worth
20% of total A Level.

Component four:

Performance in PE: non-examination
assessment, worth 30% of total

A Level.

Where does it lead?

This course will prepare learners for
the further study of Physical Education
or Sports Science courses as well as
other related subject areas such as
Psychology, Sociology and Biology.

Awarding Body: OCR

Contact: Mrs Niomi Lee
Email: nil@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.




Physics

About the course

From the birth and death

of stars, to the fleeting
interactions of tiny particles,
Physics studies how our

world works. It is a fascinating
subject driven by our desire to

find out how and why matter
behaves the way it does, from
atomic fundamental particles
in our everyday life, to the
movements of stars and

galaxies in the Universe.
Physics is not only interesting,
it is also highly marketable.

Requirements for success

Entry requirements:

To achieve the maximum

potential for the course, you

should have achieved at least

a Grade 7 at GCSE physics

or a Grade 7-7 in Combined

Science. As there is a

mathematical element to the

course, we strongly recommend
that you have a grade 6 or
higher in GCSE Mathematics.

Who is suitable for this course?

Achieving an A Level in Physics

makes a statement that you

have acquired valuable skills
such as:

* the ability to make realistic
judgement based on evidence
rather than prejudice

* a fluency in logical and
mathematical reasoning

* the ability to deal with
numbers and abstract
concepts

* problem solving, modelling
and computational skills.

“Small class sizes and friendly
teaching groups means 1 get
a lot of focus and attention.”

Course structure

A Level Physics is comprised of

six modules. Modules one to six
are examined at the end of Year 13
for the A Level qualification (three
exam papers).

Course outline

Units covered:

Year 12

Unit one: Development of
practical skills

Unit two: Foundations of Physics
Unit three: Forces and motion
Unit four: Electrons, waves and
photons

Year 13

Unit five: Newtonian world

and astrophysics

Unit six: Particles and medical physics

Method of study

During the course much emphasis

is placed on practical work and
problem solving tasks and students
will be expected to work individually
or collaboratively to achieve the
expected standard. There will also
be theory lessons where relevant
principles and ideas will be discussed
and notes taken. Videos and
computer programmes will be used
to illustrate concepts.

Students are encouraged to explore
the subject, to complete their own
research notes and to seek tutor
support whenever it is needed.

How is the course assessed?
A combination of assessment
techniques will be used. Students
will be required to take three formal
written papers at the end of the
course. These will include mostly
mathematical problem solving
questions and some short descriptive
questions. They will be a mixture

of multiple choice and structured
questions. There will also be a series
of practical activities taken
throughout the course to demonstrate
practical competence.

Where does it lead?

The range of skills acquired

by students successful at A Level
Physics are highly rated and in great
demand in business, industry,
education and research.

Awarding Body: OCR

Contact: Miss Lydia Lowry
Email: lil@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.
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Politics

About the course

The A Level Politics specification
is designed to encourage you

to develop your critical thinking
skills and enhance your ability
to interpret, evaluate and
comment on the nature of
politics. You will acquire
knowledge of the structures

of authority and power within
the political system of the
United Kingdom and are
encouraged to think and debate
more widely about how other
political systems may differ.

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

Preferably at least a Grade 6

in both English Literature or
History and English Language.
Who is suitable for this course?
You must have a genuine and
lively interest in current affairs
and the workings of the world
around you, particularly the
exercise of power by
governments and institutions

as well as individual politicians.
You must enjoy debating and
discussion and most importantly
of all be open-minded and have
the ability to communicate your
ideas effectively both in writing
and orally.

Course structure
A Level Politics is a linear two year

qualification with written exams at
the end of the course.

Course outline

In the first year of study the
specification concentrates on people,
politics and participation as well as
governing modern Britain, retaining
much of the content from the previous
specification. In the second year US
politics and US government and
ideologies will be studied.

Method of study

This A Level is delivered by a mixture
of whole class teaching, individual

and group work, together with student
presentations, debates and written
essays. Subject to interest there

will be a joint visit to the Houses

of Parliament with the History
department and the department will
seek to attend student conferences.

How is the course assessed?
Politics will be assessed through a
combination of three written exams
based on the government and politics
of the UK; the government and politics
of the USA (comparative study) and
political ideas.

Where does it lead?

A Level Politics is a good choice for
students considering a career in the
professions, or those who simply want
to understand how the world works.
Politics goes well with Economics,
History and English. Politics does not
just appeal to Social Science students,
however: increasingly Art and Drama
students have enrolled to study
Politics, giving them a broader
perspective on the world.

Many students who have taken the
A Level in Politics go on to study
Politics at university. From there you
might become a researcher, join local
or national government or even start
on the path to become a future Prime
Minister! But there are other job
options too. If you fancy a career

in journalism or media, this course

is very useful. Students also go on

to become teachers or work in the
legal profession.

Awarding Body: AQA

Contact: Mr Padraic Flynn
Email: ppf@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.
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Psychology

About the course

Psychology - "the study of mind
and behaviour".

On this course you will find out
something about your mind and
your behaviour, as well as
gaining some insights into the
behaviour of others.

Are you interested in people?
Do you often wonder why
people behave the way they
do and make the decisions
that they take? Do you find
yourself asking questions
about why someone behaves
one way in one situation, but
very differently in another?
Are you genuinely curious
about people in general? If

the answer is yes, the studying
Psychology might provide you
with some of the answers.

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

To do well in Psychology

you will need to have achieved
a Grade 6 in GCSE Maths and

it is strongly recommended
that you also have a Grade 6

in English Language and at
least Grade 6 in Science.

Who is suitable for this course?
As Psychology is increasingly
becoming more scientific, to be
successful you will require skills
of both literacy and numeracy.
You will need to be able to
communicate your ideas
effectively as well as draw
conclusions, which are based
on the analysis of empirical
data. You need to be able

to construct coherent essays

as well as handle data.

Course structure

This course has been designed to
provide a broad introduction to the
scope and nature of psychology as a
Science. The emphasis is on applying
knowledge and understanding rather
than just acquiring knowledge. As a
result you will develop transferable
skills of analysis, evaluation and critical
thinking. Students will develop an
appreciation of how society makes
decisions about scientific issues and
how the sciences contribute to the
success of the society. There is no
coursework, but throughout both years
students will have the opportunity to
conduct experiments and research, as
well as analysing data using a variety
of mathematical techniques.

Course outline

Unit one:

Introductory Topics in Psychology,
which will include social influence,
memory, attachment and
psychopathology.

Unit two:

Psychology in context,

which will include Biopsychology
and research methods.

Unit three:

Issues and options in Psychology,
which may include topics such as
aggression, stress and gender.

A Level students take all three units.

Method of study

As well as the usual classwork and
homework which is set regularly,
students will need to be prepared to
read widely and make use of all the

resources in the library and on The Hub.
All students are encouraged to
participate in discussions in order

to develop their skills of constructing
coherent arguments. There are also
practical based lessons throughout the
course, designed to allow students to
practice their research methods skills.

How is the course assessed?
The course is assessed entirely through

exams sat at the end of the course.
There are three two hour exams.

Where does it lead?

Naturally, if you want to go on and
study Psychology at university, then
an A Level in the subject will be very
useful. However, Psychology is also
beneficial for anyone wanting to go
on to any career working with people.
If you are thinking about a career in
any of the following areas — Medicine,
Nursing, Advertising, Marketing,
Teaching, Speech Therapy, Sports
Coaching, Occupational Therapy,

to name but a few, then this might
be the subject for you.

Awarding Body: AQA

Contact: Mrs Hannah Cramer
Email: hrc@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.




Religious Studies: Philosophy and Ethics

About the course

A detailed study of Christianity
focusing on religious beliefs.

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

As the entire A Level is essay
based, it is recommended that
you have at least a Grade 6 in
GCSE English as an indicator

of your ability to write
academically. Study of GCSE
Religious Studies is helpful but
not essential as course content
is significantly different.

Who is suitable for this course?
Students who have the

ability to think critically

with an empathetic and
analytical approach

to the world around them.

Course structure

A Level

The following three components

are studied over the course:
Philosophy of Religion
Philosophical issues and questions;
the nature and influence of religious
experience; problems of evil and
suffering; philosophical language;
works of scholars; influences of
developments in religious belief.
Ethics

Significant concepts in issues or
debates in religion and ethics; a
study of three ethical theories;
application of ethical theories to
issues of importance; ethical language;
deontology, virtue ethics and the
works of scholars; medical ethics:
beginning and end of life issues.
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Study of Religion and Dialogues
Religious beliefs, values and teachings;
sources of wisdom and authority;
practices that shape and express
religious identity; social and historical
developments; works of scholars;
religion and society; primary texts.

Method of study

In addition to standard class

and homework, students are expected
to read widely around the subject

to build and enhance their knowledge.
Lessons will often be discussion based
with essays serving as the main form
of assessment.

[How is the course assessed?
There will be two three hour
examinations at the end of Year 13.

Where does it lead?

The subject is widely recognised by
universities as an academic subject
that provides students with essential
transferable skills including the ability
to sustain a critical line of argument.

It is a highly employable qualification
that can lead students to a wide range
of degrees and careers.

Awarding Body: AQA

Contact: Mrs Emma Le Neve Foster
Email: ell@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.




Sociology

About the course

Sociology offers insights

into social and cultural issues.
It helps you develop a
multi-perspective and critical
approach to understanding

issues around the power

of the media, culture, family,
education, crime and social
power. You will ask yourself
'why has society developed
like this?'

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

You should have achieved

a minimum of Grade 5 in your
English Language GCSE.

Who is suitable for this course?
Sociology is suitable for

people who want to make sense
of the society we live in and
understand the cultural and
identity issues which affect

us all, learn a number of skills
including the use of evidence

to support their arguments,

how to investigate facts,
develop critical thinking skills.

“Our daughter is making friends

Course structure
The course is studied over two

years with three A Level exams
at the end of Year 13.

Course outline

Units covered:

Core themes in education and
sociological research methods and
Crime and Deviance with research

methods and sociological theories.

Optional topics include families
and households, and the media.

Method of study

The course will be studied as a
whole class with opportunities for

small group work, discussions, debates
and structured examination technique

learning. The students will have the

opportunities to explore film production

techniques and make film clips in

respect of their studies into the media

and its influence.

How is the course assessed?
There are three exams, each account
for on third of your A Level grade. The
three exams last 2 hours and are worth
80 marks each. The exams consist of a
mixture of short answers and extended
writing questions.

Where does it lead?

Sociology is a great choice for
people who want a career in social
work, nursing or medicine. However,
the subject is also useful for other
careers, like marketing, advertising,
PR, journalism, the police, probation
service or teaching.

Awarding Body: AQA

Contact: Mrs Lisa Quéré
Email: Img@clairescourt.net;

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.

and feeling integrated into the
Sixth Form already; we are very
happy with the start she has made.”

Year 12 Parent




Sport BTEC

About the course

The BTEC Nationals have been
developed in collaboration with
employers and representatives
from higher education and

relevant professional bodies. In
this way, Pearson have ensured
that content is up to date and
that it includes the knowledge,
understanding, skills and
attributes required in the sector.

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

Five GCSEs at Level 9 to 4

or equivalent, including English
and preferably GCSE PE.

Who is suitable for this course?
This course is suitable for you

if you have a passion for sport
and think you are likely to
either seek employment or
higher education in the area

of sport or leisure.

Course structure

The Single Award is equivalent to one A
Level. The Double Award is equivalent
to two A Levels and the Triple Award is
equivalent to three A Levels.

Course outline

Single award: BTEC Level 3 National
Extended Certificate in Sport

For the single award students study
four units over the two years.

» Physiology & Anatomy

e Fitness Training and Programming

 Professional Development in the
Sports Industry

» Application of Fitness Testing

“T'he course has helped me
JSocus on myy own performance
as an athlete as well as my
career.”
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Double award: BTEC Level 3 National
Diploma in Sport

For the double award students study
nine units over the two years:

» Physiology and Anatomy

e Fitness Training and Programming

e Professional Development in the
Sports Industry

 Sports Leadership

o Application of Fitness Testing

e Practical Sports

o Coaching for Performance

¢ Business in Sport

o Skill Acquisition

Triple award: BTEC Level 3 National
Extended Diploma in Sport

Students will study:
e Anatomy and physiology
¢ Fitness testing
e Application of Fitness testing
 Practical sport
» Rules, regulations and officiating

e Professional development of sports

industry
 Fitness training and programming
e Leadership in sport
e Coaching for performance
o Skill acquisition
* Investigating business in sport
e Research methods
e Sports based work experience
e OAA
e Development and provision of
sports and physical activity.

Method of study

For the single award, the first two
units are externally assessed and the
other two units are internally assessed
(coursework based).

For the double award, there are three

externally assessed units and six internally

assessments (coursework based).

For the triple award, of the 14 units
students study, 10 will be assessed via
assignments set and marked by their
teachers throughout the year. These
assignments will generate the evidence
needed to demonstrate that they have
the appropriate knowledge and skills
needed for that unit. The remaining
four units will be assessed externally

with either an exam or timed assignment

set and marked by Pearson.

How is the course assessed?
Assessment is specifically designed
to fit the purpose and objective

of the qualification. It includes a range
of assessment types and styles suited
to vocational qualifications in the
sector. There are a combination of
centre set and assessed project work,
Pearson set and assessed project
work and a formal examination

for one of the units.

Where does it lead?

At the end of the course the
students will be able to apply to
university to study a course related
to sport or will be in a position to
search for employment within the
sports industry.

Awarding Body: Pearson

Contact: Mr James Hammerton
Email: jmh@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.




Art & Design: Textiles

About the course

During the A Level Textiles
course, you will have the
opportunity to explore a wide

variety of experiences through
the media of textiles,
developing your existing skills,
as well as acquiring a wide
range of new techniques.

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

To achieve the maximum
potential for the course, you
should have a good grade

at GCSE in a Textiles based
discipline or Art and Design,
a pass with a Grade 5/6 (or
equivalent) is desirable. You
should also have a supporting
portfolio of textiles work.
Who is suitable for this course?
You are expected to have

an enquiring mind, be well
motivated and have an
eagerness to develop your
textiles skills to a higher
standard. We are looking

for students who are
passionate about this subject
and are highly self-motivated
to meet the practical and
coursework demands.

Course structure

A Level

Work is modular and enables students
to explore a wide range of experiences
within the medium of textiles, with one
coursework project and one externally
set assignment. There is a strong
emphasis on observational skills and
direct personal experience.
Experimental work which includes;
constructed and embellished textiles,
dyeing, printing and fine art introduces
students to a variety of techniques
through which you can communicate
your ideas. Projects are designed to
stimulate visual awareness through
pictorial research of both historical and

contemporary artists. Students learn
to view artists' work within its context
and recognise the work's relevance

in relationship to your own creative
development. Project based work will
allow you to pursue an idea from initial
research and through to preparation
for a final textiles or fashion piece.

Course outline

Units covered over two

years of study:

Component one - the Personal
Investigation involving supporting
studies and practical work.
Component two - the Externally Set
Assignment with supporting studies
and preparatory work.

Method of study

A Level Textiles encourages an
adventurous and enquiring approach
to Art and Design. Students will spend
time researching artists, gathering
visual references and taking own
photographs. Students will be
experimenting with assorted media
and embellishment techniques as well
as developing ideas towards a final
outcome. There will be a requirement
to travel to exhibitions, art galleries,
architectural sites and studios.
Candidates will be expected to
demonstrate an understanding of
past and contemporary art and design
practice and be able to produce
artwork that embraces a range of ideas.

How is the course assessed?
The following assessment criteria
is applied to all units:

AO1

Develop ideas through sustained and
focused investigations informed

by contextual and other sources,
demonstrating analytical and

critical understanding.

AO2

Explore and select appropriate
resources, media, materials, techniques
and processes, reviewing and refining
ideas as work develops.

AO3

Record ideas, observations

and insights relevant to intentions,
reflecting critically on work

and progress.

AO4

Present a personal and meaningful
response that realizes intentions and,
where appropriate, makes connections
between visual and other elements.
Each assessment carries an equal
percentage of 25% of the final mark.
The weighting of components one

and two are equal - 50%.

Where does it lead?

This course not only creates an
opportunity for those interested in
Textiles related degrees which could
include Fashion, Fashion PR and
Relations, Fashion Marketing, Fashion
Business, Fashion Promotion and
Communication, Fashion Journalism,
Interior Design, Costume Design,
Cosmetics, Textiles Manufacture and
Retail Marketing but will also ignite a
lifelong interest in working with fabric.

Awarding Body: AQA

Contact: Miss Lauren Moorhouse
Email: Ima®@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.




Travel & Tourism BTEC  doas

About the course

The Pearson BTEC Level 3
National Extended Certificate
in Travel and Tourism is
equivalent in size to one A level.
It is designed for students
interested in learning about the
fundamentals of the travel and
tourism sector alongside other
fields of study. The qualification
gives a broad introduction to
the travel and tourism industry,
with an emphasis on core
knowledge and fundamental
skills that are transferable
across other sectors. The
objective of the qualification

is to support progression to
higher education.

Requirements for success
Entry requirements:

Students are required to have
GCSE Mathematics minimum

of Grade 5 and GCSE English
minimum of Grade 5 or above.
Who is suitable for this course?
Anyone who has a keen interest
in travel, both in the UK and
abroad, who would like to find
out more about the importance
of this industry to the economy
and how successful attractions
market themselves. Students
could be aiming to progress

and study at University, or

use the skills developed through
the qualification and apply
them in an apprenticeship.

This qualification can be taken
as part of a diverse programme,
alongside other vocational
qualifications and/or other

A level subjects.

N/

Method of study

Whole class, individual and group work
to prepare presentations, discussions
and written essay answers. Use is made
of online resources as the travel and
tourism sector continues to evolve.
Practical skills require students to
research and work individually as they
are assessed on these through formally
set synoptic tasks.

Course outline and assessment
Students study three mandatory units:
Unit one: The World of Travel

and Tourism

This unit is assessed through a one
hour 30 minute written examination.
This is externally set and marked by
Pearson. The result in this unit
contributes to 25% of the final
qualification grade.

Unit two: Global Destinations

This unit is assessed through an
externally set and marked assignment
that students will complete under
supervised conditions. Students are
given information two weeks before a
supervised assessment period in order
to carry out research. The supervised
assessment period is undertaken in a
single session of three hours. The result
in this unit contributes to 33% of the
final qualification grade.

Unit three: Principles of Marketing
in Travel and Tourism

In this unit students are required to
apply learning from across the
qualification to develop a marketing
plan for a new product or service for a
travel and tourism organisation or
global destination. The result in this
unit contributes to 25% of the final
qualification grade.

Students also study one further unit:
Unit four: Visitor Attractions

This unit requires students to
investigate the nature and role of
both built and natural visitor
attractions, their commercial success,
appeal, response to diverse visitor
needs and the importance of delivering
a memorable visitor experience.

You are internally assessed through
a presentation, a written article

and a written report. The result in
this unit contributes 17% of the final
qualification grade.

Where does it lead?

BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate

in Travel and Tourism provides a
pathway to further travel and tourism
related degree programmes as well
as courses in Higher Education and
apprenticeships. The qualification
will give students transferable
knowledge, understanding and broad
skills and higher-order skills that are
highly regarded by higher education
providers and employers. For
example, researching destinations
and visitor attractions and analysing
their success particularly encourages
development of skills crucial for
employment further down the line,
project management, prioritising

and effective communication.

Awarding Body: Pearson

Contact: Mr Damian Gray
Email: drg@clairescourt.net

Course specifications may be subject to change
as directed by the examining board.




“The Y12 Transition
Programme is a vital bridge to
A-Level success. It ensures
Students gain the advanced
study skills and subject-specific
Sfoundations needed to thrive
Srom day one, not just survive.
It’s an essential investment in

their academic future.”

Unhealthy Abusive

fou may be in an
inhealthy relationship
f your partner is:

Abuse is occurring In a
relationship when oneg
partner is:
= Net ieati . i in
hurtful or threateni
= Mistreating

= Accusing the o

# Disrespectful

* Not trusting

® Dishonest

= Trying to take contrel chasiing sen

*® Only spending tima
together

= Pressured into activities

® Unequal economically

= Denying their
are abusive
* Controlling

The core of the programme is built
around enhancing your academic
toolkit and subject knowledge. Topics
of study will be drawn from essential
foundational elements across key A-
Level subjects and Level 3 subjects
alongside the GCSE specifications for
each subject:

There is a range of examined and
coursework based tasks across all of
the subjects. There is the opportunity
of early entry (November) in GCSE
Maths and English to help lighten the
load for the remainder of the year
studying subjects they may not have
studied before.

This programme is your stepping stone
to A-Level study in the Sixth Form.
Successfully completing the A-Level
Transition Year will prepare you to
pursue a diverse range of Level 3
qualifications, including:

e A-Levels in subjects across the
Sciences, Humanities and Social
Sciences

e The skills and attributes gained
will enable you to achieve the
grades needed to pursue your
higher education goals
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What Subjects Should You Takes?
A Guaide to Sixth Form Subject Combinations

& Future Pathways

The following guide* provides general advice but it's important to conduct specific research and
consult with universities to tailor your subject combinations to your individual goals and aspirations:

4 Complementary Subjects: Consider pairing subjects
that have some overlap or complement each other well.
For example if you are interested in computer science,
you might also consider studying mathematics.

4 Prerequisites and Core Subjects: Take into account
any specific courses required for your preferred higher
education course.

# Broaden Your Horizons: While focusing on your primary
area of interest, consider including subjects from

different disciplines to broaden your knowledge andskills.

This can help you develop a well-rounded education and
adaptability.

University Course / Career

¢ Future Career Prospects: Research the job market
and the skills in demand for your desired career
path. Choose subjects that align with those skills
and enhance your employability.

@ Personal Passion: Most importantly, remember to choose
subjects that you genuinely enjoy and find interesting -
passion and enthusiasm for a subject can greatly enhance
your learning experience.

Sixth Form
Subject Combination Suggestions

Accountancy, Accounting and Finance

Maths, Business Studies or Economics, History, Politics

Administration / the Civil Service

Subjects include: English, History, Economics, Geography,
Politics, Modern Languages, Sciences.

Agriculture

Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Geography

Architecture

Maths, Art useful, Physics, English, Modern Languages.
Also Business Studies & History.

Banking, Finance, Insurance

Business Studies, Economics, Maths.
A Modern Language, History very useful.

Biochemistry, Biology, Botany, Zoology, Marine Biology

Chemistry and one from Biology, Maths or Physics

Business Studies, Business Management and Marketing

Maths, Business Studies, Languages,
History, Politics, Geography

Chartered Surveyor

Geography, Maths, Economics, Art and Design

Chemistry

Chemistry, Biology, Maths or Physics

Computer Science, Information Technology

Maths, Further Maths, Physics, IT, Religious Studies

Criminology

Psychology, Sociology, Sciences, Politics, History, RS

Design

Design Technology, Maths, Physics, Business Studies
or Art for a career in ‘artistic' design.

Economics

Maths is desirable. Business Studies or Economics or a
combination of art or science subjects. History, Politics.
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Engineering, Civil Engineering, Mechanical
Engineering, Chemical Engineering

Maths, Physics. Chemistry, Economics,
Business Studies and a language.

English, Drama and Theatre Studies

English Literature, Drama and Theatre Studies,
Modern Language or History

Fine Art

Art, English, History or any combination

Geography

Geography, Maths, Biology, Physics,
Chemistry, History, Politics

Geology or Earth Sciences

At least two from Maths, Physics, Chemistry and Biology

History History, Languages, English or Economics, Politics, RS
History of Art Art, History, English, Modern Language
Journalism English, Modern Lapguagg or any combination,
Politics, History
Law History, English, Politics, Economics useful (Art is not

recognised as an entry qualification for Law School).

Leisure Industry, Sports Science

Business Studies, Economics, Chemistry, Biology

Management Studies

Maths, Economics or Business Studies, Politics, History

Maths

Maths, Further Maths, Physics,
Chemistry, Biology, Economics

Media and Communications

English, Modern Languages, Media Studies

Medicine, Veterinary Science, Dentistry

Chemistry, Biology, Maths

Modern Languages

Modern Languages, English, History, Geography,
Business Studies, Art, Politics, RS

Music

Music A-Level or practical music skills
(grade 8 on more than one instrument).

Natural Sciences

Maths, Chemistry, Physics and Biology

Nursing Biology, Chemistry, Psychology, Sociology
Pharmacy Chemistry plus at least one from Biology, Maths and Physics
Physics Physics, Maths plus Economics, Business Studies,

Chemistry, Biology, Further Maths

Politics and International Relations

Politics, History, RS, Sociology, Maths, English Literature

Must include Chemistry, Biology, Mathematics,

el Gy Physics or Psychology
. Sociology, a science subject, preferably biology,
S By Politics, History, Geography
Teaching English, Maths, a science or a curriculum subject (for Secondary

teaching a degree in the same subject is necessary).

Theology and Religious Studies

Religious Studies, English, History, Politics

*This is a guide and subject to change
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CLAIRES COURT

Sixth Form Destinations ST

Map 2024 & 2025

1. Aberystwyth University
4 Physics

2. Bristol, University of

the West of England

# Business (Team
Entrepreneurship)

# Drama and Acting

3. Buckinghamshire
New University

# Sports Therapy

4. Cardiff Metropolitan
University

+ Sport Media

# Sport Performance Analysis
# Sport and Exercise Science

5. Coventry University
+ Event Management

6. Durham University
# Chemistry (Industrial)

7. Falmouth University
+ Game Art with Integrated
Foundation Year

8. Kingston University
+ Aviation Operations with
Commercial Pilot Training

9. Leeds Arts University

# Art Foundation

# Fashion Design (with
placement year)

10. Leeds Beckett University
# Architecture

11. Loughborough University

+ Commercial Management and
Quantity Surveying

# Sport and Exercise

# Psychology (with placement
year)

12. Manchester Metropolitan

University

# Business Management
(Foundation Year)

4+ Fashion Marketing

# Sports Business Management

13. Newcastle University
# Psychology

14. Northumbria University,
Newcastle

+ Physiotherapy

15. Nottingham Trent University

# Aerospace Engineering

+ Business Management and
Accounting and Finance

# Business Management
and Economics

# Business Management
and Marketing

# Economics with International
Finance and Banking

# Fashion Communication
and Promotion

+ Journalism

#+ Media Production

# Paramedic Science

# Palitics

# Real Estate

# Sport and Exercise Science

4 Sport Science and Management

16. Oxford Brookes University

# Business and Management

# Business and Marketing
Management

# Engineering Foundation

* Law

# Property Development and
Planning

# Psychalogy

# Sport, Physical Activity
& Health Promotion

# Sport and Exercise Science

AIM HIGH e

26. University of Birmingham
# Drama and Film

# Economics and Politics

+ History

# Liberal Arts

# Politics

# Physical Sciences with Foundation Year

27. University of Brighton
+ Creative Writing

#+ Criminclogy

# Philosophy, Politics, Ethics

28. University of East Anglia UEA

# Broadcast and Multimedia Journalism

29. University of Exeter

# Biomedical Sciences

# Exercise and Sport Sciences

+ Geography

# Liberal Arts with Study Abroad
# Medical Sciences

# MNeuroscience

# Psychology

17. Queen's University Belfast
# Philesophy

18. Ravensbourne University
Londen
# Fashion

19. Royal Agricultural University
# Real Estate with Foundation Year

20. Royal Holloway, University

of London

# Biclogy with Integrated
Foundation Year

# Business and Management

# Film Studies

+ Management with Human
Resources

# Philosophy

BERIEVE

21. St Mary's University,
Twickenham

# Sports Coaching Science
+ Sport Psychology

22, Swansea University
# Aerospace Engineering with
a Year in Industry
® Geography with a Year in Industry
#+ Pdlitics

23. The University of Edinburgh
# Interior Design

24. University College Birmingt
+ Marketing Management

25. University of Bath

# Accounting and Finance with
work placement

# Sport (Sports Performance)

INSYOURSE[LE

30. University of Leeds

# Art and Design

# Fashion Marketing

+ International Development

4+ Philosophy, Politics and Economics

31. University of Leicester
* Law

32. University of Liverpool
# Geclogy with Physical Geography
# Philosophy

33. University of Manchester
+ Drama and Film Studies
+ Modern Language and Business
& Management (Spanish) (4 years)

APPRENTICESHIP/FULL TIME
Gap Year - 12

Apprenticeship -9
Full Time Employment - 1
Overseas Education - 1

34, University of Nottingham
# English with Creative Writing
# Electrical and Electronic Engineering
#* Geography BA

# Industrial Economics

# Mathematics

# Religion, Philosophy and Ethics

35. University of Plymouth
# Construction Project Management

36. University of Portsmouth
# Global Sport Management
(Dual Degres)

37. University of Reading

# Accounting and Business -
Flying Start Degree Programme

# Arts Foundation

# Business and Management
with Foundaticn

# Ethics, Value and Philosophy

38. University of Sheffield

# Landscape Architecture

# International Business Management
with Study Abroad

39. University of Southampton
# Aeronautics and Astronautics
# Business Management

# Criminology and Psychology
4+ Philosophy and Politics

# Psychology

40. University of Strathclyde
4 Marketing with Placement Year

41. University of Surrey

# Accounting and Finance

# Creative Music Technology

# International Event Management

4 Mathematics with Data Science
with Foundation Year

42, University of the Arts London
# Fashion Contour
# Psychology of Fashion

43. University of West London

# Contemporary Theatre and
Performance (Applied Acting
and Devising)

44, University of Winchester
# Anthropology (with
Foundation Year)

45, University of York
# Chemistry

| ® =2024/25 Destination
i # = 2025 New Destination
| @ =Russell Group Universities

¢ MAKE A DIFFERENCE




Apprenticeships and Placements 2024 & 2025

Choosing what to study after Year 11 is one of the most
important decisions you will make. With the right
selection, your time in the Sixth Form will prepare you
successfully for the next stage of your lifelong learning
journey.

Students are encouraged to talk to their Form Tutors,
Subject Teachers and the Sixth Form Leadership Team
about their post-18 plans. Our staff are here to help you to
consider the relevant courses that will enable you to access
the best universities, apprenticeships and high-quality
employment. Our school organises a Careers Fair for

Apprenticeship/Placement

students in Years 10-12 to provide valuable insights into
various career paths and help them make informed decisions
about their future. Students can interact with professionals
from different industries, learn about job requirements and
qualifications, and explore potential career opportunities.

Our curriculum offers a broad range of courses and has been
designed to give you the opportunity to choose wisely for
your post-18 plans. These are a range of our apprenticeships
and placements from the past two years.

i

pwec

Flying Start Degree Programme

@ GuyCarpenter

CSS team for Reinsurance (US)

ssssssssssssssssss

Live Event Technician Apprenticeship

LOREAL

Commercial Management Apprenticeship

G

Bank of England

Digital Technology Solutions Apprenticeship

Gap Year

Several of our students have embarked on a Gap Year
post Sixth Form including travelling, volunteering and
work experience in the UK and abroad.
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Coach Routes

We offer an extensive coach network which is run by Countrywide Coaches
and managed by Vectare. The map below shows where we operate but for
the full map and prices, please go to our website via the QR code below.

Lacey Green  Walters Ash  High Wycombe

Helmer Green
Hazlemere o Amersham

Princes T
Risborough Hua:ﬁ.y Beaconsfield Little
Penn Chalfont
Great Kingshill
Flackwell Chalfont St Giles
Heath Helmer Green
Seer Green
West Wycombe Pann Hezknins Beaconsfield
Chalfont
St Peter
Woaooburn Green
Piddington Bourne End
Knotty Green
Wheeler End Beaconsfield C I.Al RES COU RT Gerrards Cross

MAIDENHEAD
FROM AGES 2-18

i

Lane End

Marlow Farnham Commen
West

Maidenhead

South Taplow

Maidenhead Burnham
Bracknell  Warfield/  Shurlock Waltham Hare Hatch Littlewick
Binfleld Row  StLawrence Green Key
Bray @ Bracknell
e Burnham Slough @ West Wycombe / Marlow
% % @0 Lacey Green
;C:::{fg’ Maidenhead Taplow ;::;;\:;tm @ Great Missenden
Clewer @ Holmer Green (College Special)
Amersham

O scor @ Chalfont St Peter
Dedworth Windseor Ascot / Windsor

-e. Elizabeth Line

Scan here for more

information on
coach routes.
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Any other questionss

Czet in touch
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01628 327710 | registrar@clairescourt.com
1 College Avenue, Maidenhead, SL6 6AW

www.clairescourt.com
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