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Welcome to Year 11  
This booklet consists of a collection of curriculum statements, one for each of the 
subjects your child is studying at GCSE. Each curriculum statement outlines what 
will be taught in each term, lesson allocation and amount of homework per week 
for that particular subject. It also indicates how your child’s progress will be 
assessed. As well as the information in this booklet, you will receive further 
information about assessments, mock exams, and about decisions relating to 
higher and foundation examination routes. 

REVIEWING PROGRESS AND LOOKING FORWARD 
At the beginning of Year 11 each pupil updates their Pupil Action Plan (PAP) with 
their tutor. This is an on-going document which records achievement and effort 
grades, individual work targets and information about the enrichment activities 
in which they might be engaged. There is an increasing focus on their 
‘post-sixteen’ route and what needs to be done to achieve that objective. There 
are a range of meetings, some involving parents, which provide information and 
advice on career and education pathways. 

 
The PAP is on the Claires Court ‘hub’ and your child may choose to share it with 
you – but at the very least please discuss it with them. 
 
MASTERY 
At Claires Court School pupils acquire a deep, long term, secure and adaptable learning 
for all, with extension of able pupils (more things on the same topic) rather than 
acceleration (rapidly moving on to new content) which can lead to gaps in knowledge 
base or understanding. It is teaching and learning so that pupils gain: 
 
● Complete independence in using a concept, skills or knowledge 
● Fluency in the application of a concept, skills or knowledge 
● Ability to apply learning across subject boundaries 
● Consistency in application over a period of time 
● Ability to apply without reminders or pre-teaching 
● Ability to explain connections with other learning 
● Evidence of resilience in applying their learning 
● Ability to teach to another. 

A learner has expert knowledge, skills and ability in a subject (or an aspect of that 
subject) – and they can use and apply it to show a high level of understanding and 
creativity. 

 

 

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY SUPPORTING LEARNING 
To support learning and progression we make extensive use of the Claires Court 



learning environment, the ‘Hub’. The Hub makes use of G Suite, Google Classroom 
and other cloud-based software to allow pupils to work collaboratively, share ideas, 
and to communicate within our own ‘walled garden’. It also provides a ‘cloud- 
based’ work storage area known as the ‘Drive’, the great benefit of which is that 
work is accessible anywhere in the world. 

 
DISTANCE LEARNING DURING SCHOOL CLOSURE 
During any prolonged periods of school closure, pupils will continue to receive 
teaching and opportunities to learn through our Google Suite online platforms such 
as Google Calendar, Classroom, Gmail and Meets video conferencing. Pupils are 
supported by the Claires Court Handbook for Digital Learning, remotely by teachers 
and by parents at home in terms of how to balance work and play. 

 
HOMEWORK 
In September a homework timetable is issued for the coming year.  Homework will 
be set via Google classroom and will appear on each pupil’s Google calendar as an 
assignment.  All pupils must check their ‘To-do’ lists for each subject in the relevant 
classroom where homework due dates will be set. 

 
SUPPORTING LEARNING AT ALL LEVELS 
We strive to make learning enjoyable, challenging and stimulating. Progress is 
not always even and not always linear – we all know the joy of a ‘eureka 
moment’. Year 11 is a continuation of the Year 10 experience and we encourage 
pupils to take part in the trips on offer to extend their teamwork and leadership 
capabilities, as well as volunteering interests and personal skills. I am delighted 
how well the boys & girls have taken up the CCF and DofE opportunities and no 
doubt will see further developments as their skills levels improve.  
 

KEY VALUES 
Pupils can be awarded a key values badge, bronze to gold, for displaying respect, 
responsibility, loyalty and integrity over a sustained period of time, a minimum of three 
terms. 

 
GIRLS ON BOARD 
At Senior Girls we understand how important friendships are to girls.  We also understand 
how complex and dynamic girl friendships can be!  Girls on Board is an approach which 
empowers girls to solve their own friendship issues.  Traditionally, teachers try hard to get 
to ‘the truth’ when girls complain about conflict and upset.  However, girls know that 
when teachers and parents get involved in the details of what happened they don’t always 
understand and can often make the situation worse!  Girls on Board sessions look at the 
dynamics of group sizes, different types of behaviour, managing parent reactions and 
often include role play. 
 
A session may address a situation head on, but more usually a session will remain at the 
level of principle.  The teacher’s role is to remain largely recessive and act as a facilitator 
in holding up a mirror which reflects the girls’ behaviour and attitudes. 

 
WORKING WITH BOYS 
The ‘Working with Boys’ project’ is focused on developing a culture of mutual respect 
which 
promotes an environment in which boys are consistently principled, honourable, noble, 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vTncv0wrwSzDy2uYlJriPELg16cilJ-gtOKQSULkPX56klanhLiz322ppzYlkDtuGieAXDwVMpWlbGO/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=5000&slide=id.p


dignified, trustworthy and upright. This has become increasingly more important due to 
the 
promotion of online misogyny, targeting teenage boys, encouraging them to display toxic 
attitudes towards girls and women. 

 
 
FINALLY… 
We also know that sometimes we all need a little extra support and help. If your 
child experiences any problems in their learning, and no matter how hard they 
strive, understanding and progress seem to elude them; please do not hesitate 
to contact their Form Tutor who will then pass on your concerns to the 
appropriate member of staff. 
 
We know that we are at our most successful when we are working in partnership 
together, so if you wish to know more, or have any questions at all, either general 
or specific to your child, our doors are always open. 
 
A full trips brochure 2025-26 is available covering the various residential opportunities 
throughout the year. 
 
 

 
 
 

Steven Richards Head of Seniors 
September 2025 



The Form Tutor  
TThe form tutor is the first point of contact for you and your child for all pastoral 
and academic issues. Your child’s form tutor will get to know you well during the 
course of the year, and will be able to assist with any pastoral issues or academic 
issues which arise in school. Form tutors play an important role in helping raise 
your child’s attainment through monitoring of reports, discussion with subject 
staff, counselling pupils during any period of difficulty, supporting the delivery of 
learning skills and of course liaising with parents. 

 
METHODOLOGY 
Your child’s tutor group meets each morning, for registration, the reading of any notices and 
of course an opportunity to engage in a range of discussion with her tutor. The tutor also 
leads the PSHEE programme. 
 
MARKING AND ASSESSMENT 
Your child will receive grade cards and school reports over the course of the year. The form 
tutor will scrutinise these carefully, enabling pupils to see how successful they have 
been across all their subjects. The tutor will comment, in both academic and pastoral 
matters, before the Head of Year and Head both do the same. When your child receives 
their report they will update their PAPs and fill out a self-assessment sheet during form 
time, on which they highlight the aspects they are pleased about, as well as those areas 
they wish to improve. 
 

REPORTING 
We report back on how well your child is progressing, their strengths 
and weaknesses, and how they can improve, in a variety of ways. 

 
AUTUMN TERM 

• Parent Workshop 
• October half term Grade Card 
• Mock exams. 

 
SPRING TERM 

• Full Report 
• Parents’ evening for practical subjects 

 
SUMMER TERM 

• Parents’ evening 
• GCSE exams 

 
 
 
 

HOW PARENTS CAN HELP 
There are many ways in which you can help ensure that your child starts the day each 
morning positively. 
 
Responsibility 
We aim for each pupil to become independent and fully responsible for themselves whilst 
at the school. Please encourage your child to become completely responsible for their 
Chromebook, school books, kit and personal belongings. Having every item named is 



essential. 
 
Organisation 
Please assist your child by asking them if they have packed everything they may need for 
the school day. This is best done the night before, and is a good habit for your child to 
get into. 
 
Uniform 
Please assist us by ensuring that your child comes to school in the specified school 
uniform each day, and encourage high standards of dress. 
 
Monitoring homework 
Your child receives homework on Google Classroom and you can see a summary of 
work pending or missed. Please encourage them to meet deadlines and to submit 
assignments promptly. 

 
CONTACT 
Your child’s form tutor is the first point of contact 
Head of Year 11 @ CCSG: Mr Chris Bennett - cmb@clairescourt.net 
Head of Year 11 @ CCSB: Miss Sadia Mirza - sam@clairescourt.net   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cmb@clairescourt.net
mailto:sam@clairescourt.net


 

Academic Day Trips 
 

 
At Claires Court we place great value in the trips programme offered. School trips are 
essential for a number of reasons: they allow our pupils to build life skills that can be used 
within the school environment but most importantly prepare them for an independent life 
beyond the classroom.  

 
Some of the life skills gained from trips are: 
 

● Cultural awareness 
● Build confidence & resilience 
● Social interaction 
● Learning reinforcement & consolidation 
● Experiential learning 
● Discovery 
● Lifelong experiences 
● Critical thinking 
● Expanded worldview 

 
Your Journey starts here with trips to........... 
 
 
 

Autumn Term 2025 ● Theatre Trip (English) 

Spring Term 2026 ● Blood Brothers (Drama) 

Summer term 2026 ● Thorpe Park (Pastoral) 
● Summer Prom (Pastoral) 

 



Art and Textiles 
• Exam board: AQA 
• Specification code: Art, Craft and Design (8201) Textiles Design (8204) 

 
COURSE STRUCTURE 

Course 
content 

Weighting 
and marks 

Requirements Method of 
assessment 

Personal portfolio 
in Art, Craft and 

Design or Textiles 
Design 

(coursework) 

60% of 
qualification 

 

Must include a 
sustained 
project and 
supporting work 
completed 
across Y10 and 
the first term of 
Y11.  
 
There must be 
evidence that 
the student has 
answered and 
explored each 
assessment 
objective.  
 

Internal marking 
and 
standardisation 
done across the 
Art and Textiles 
department.  
 
Following 
submission of 
marks by the 
department, an 
external 
moderator from 
the exam board 
will also come into 
school and assess.  

Externally Set 
Assignment (ESA) 

40% of 
qualification  

Students will 
choose a title 
from the exam 
paper given by 
the exam board 
and complete a 
project based on 
this. January - 
April of Year 11.  
 
There must be 
evidence that 
the student has 
answered and 
explored each 
assessment 
objective.  
 

Internal marking 
and 
standardisation 
done across the 
Art and Textiles 
department.  
 
Following 
submission of 
marks by the 
department, an 
external 
moderator from 
the exam board 
will also come into 
school and assess.  

 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES (AOS) 

• A01: Develop ideas through investigations informed by contextual and 
other sources, demonstrating analytical and cultural understanding 

• A02: Refine ideas through experimenting and selecting appropriate 
resources, media, materials, techniques and processes 

• A03: Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to your intentions in 
visual and/or other forms 



• A04: Present a personal, informed and meaningful response 
demonstrating analytical and critical understanding, realising intentions 
and, where appropriate, making connections between visual, written, 
oral or other elements. 

 
WHAT WILL PUPILS STUDY AND LEARN? 

Autumn 
term 2025 

Component one - Coursework 
Continue sustained independent project from the 
summer term of Year 10. Continue to develop and 
refine ideas which will conclude in a final outcome 
completed in 10 hour mock exam.  

Spring term 
2026 

Component two - Externally Set Assignment 
(ESA) 
AQA will issue an exam paper, from this exam paper 
students will choose a new title to complete an additional 
project. They will research ideas and artists, develop and 
refine these through experimentation to create a personal 
response to their title. Students must ensure they meet all 
assessment objectives in the project.  

Summer 
term 2026 

Component two - Externally Set Assignment 
(ESA) 
● 10 hour examination, over two five hour 

sessions to produce a final piece. 

 
HOW WILL PUPILS LEARN? 
By Year 11 pupils will be working and thinking like an artist and will have learned many 
new methods of carrying out personal research, different ways of experimentation into 
new techniques and methods, as well as how to develop and refine all their ideas 
towards a final piece. By now each pupil should have acquired an adventurous and 
inquisitive approach to Art and developed the skills to express it. Pupils will continue to 
explore their new found imaginative, practical and creative skills and use a greater 
knowledge and understanding of past and contemporary Art and Design to make 
connections with their own work. It is vital that sketchbooks are thoroughly 
documented detailing every aspect of work from research, experiments and ideas to 
statements of intention, critical analysis of artists work and evaluation of ideas. 
 
MASTERY 
In Year 11 pupils will be taught how to refine a wide range of skills relating to the 
interests of the group. They will attain and demonstrate mastery through the 
production of final pieces at the end of each project. Students will progress with a 
greater level of independence in Year 11 and therefore they will have the opportunity to 
produce more diverse outcomes  

 
HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
Pupils will have deadlines they need to meet at regular intervals throughout the 
terms. They will be expected to continue with at least 1 to 2 hours of homework 
each week when working on their personal projects. Students will be a given a 
half-termly timeline with deadlines outlined to help them to stay organised and 
look at future tasks to help them achieve higher grades.  

 



WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE USED? 
The school has well-resourced and equipped art rooms and all media and 
equipment is available. Students are able to use all materials in Art clubs and can 
arrange to borrow more specialist equipment on discussion with their teacher. An 
A1 portfolio is also provided which is used to store larger completed work over the 
two years. Pupils are expected to always have the basic essentials as well as 
sketchbooks with them in lessons. 

 
HOW DO WE MEASURE PROGRESS? 
Continual sketchbook monitoring, ensuring AO1, AO2, AO3 and AO4 are being 
met and that the evidence is fully documented as work progresses. 

 
HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
At GCSE our pupils are taught to work independently and take possession of 
their own project. Parents can help by monitoring your child’s sketchbook 
and by asking them to discuss their artwork with you in relation to following 
points; 
 

• Think ahead of each lesson in terms of carrying out and supplying 
personal research and come to the lesson with a plan of action 

• Take photographs and provide images from which she can work and 
bring them to school for the next lesson 

• Reinforce classwork by continuing or completing artwork outside of the lessons 
• At the end of each lesson pupils should leave with a plan of action for 

homework and always know what to do at home, ‘no homework set’ is 
never an option 

• Pupils must keep sketchbooks updated and documented at all times and 
should sort out and stick in loose sheets and photos as they go along so 
that work is ongoing and not done retrospectively 
 

 Many parents take their children on visits to Art galleries and museums. This  
 is of great benefit to your developing interest and understanding of the  
 subject and supports all project work. 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE 
CONTACT:  
 
Miss Lauren Moorhouse (Art) - lnm@clairecourt.net  
Mrs Rina Dharsi (Textiles) - rid@clairescourt.net 

      

mailto:lnm@clairecourt.net
mailto:rid@clairescourt.net


Business 
● Exam board: AQA 
● Specification code: 8132 

 
COURSE STRUCTURE 
This is the second year of a two-year course and is taught to the existing 
specification (9 to 1 grading). Pupils are provided with the opportunity to explore 
real business issues and how businesses work. The GCSE combines the use of 
business terminology with practical business examples including the review of 
well-known businesses such as Apple Inc. Academic rigour is also required. As 
the course progresses, pupils will develop analytical and critical thinking skills, by 
analysing, evaluating and justifying business decisions. These skills are readily 
transferable and will help with study in other subjects, as well as future study 
‘post sixteen’. 
 

 
COURSE CONTENT 
Each pupil will apply their knowledge and understanding to different 
business contexts ranging from small enterprises to large multinationals 
and businesses operating in local, national and global contexts. Pupils will 
develop an understanding of how these contexts impact on business 
behaviour. 

 
We study six key business topics over the two years: 

• Business in the real world 
• Influences on business 
• Business operations 
• Human resources 
• Marketing 
• Finance. 

 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES (AOS) 
The qualification is linear and exams are taken in summer 2026. There 
are two written exams, both worth 90 marks and 50% of the whole 
GCSE. 

• Paper 1: Influences of operations and HRM on business activity 
• Paper 2: Influences of marketing and finance on business activity. 

 
Each exam consists of three sections: 

● Section A has multiple choice questions (worth 20 marks) 
● Section B consists of one case study with related questions (worth 35 marks) 
● Section C consists of one case study with related questions (worth 35 marks). 

 
 
 
The exams will measure how pupils have achieved the following AOs: 

• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 
business concepts and issues 

• AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of business concepts 
and issues to a variety of contexts 



• AO3: Analyse and evaluate business information and issues to 
demonstrate understanding of business activity, make 
judgements and draw conclusions. 

 
WHAT WILL PUPILS STUDY AND LEARN? 
Autumn 
term 2025 

Influences on Business 
• Globalisation 
• Legislation 
• Competitive environment. 

 
Finance 

• Sources of finance 
• Cash flow 
• Financial terms and calculations 
• Analysing the financial performance of a business. 

 
Marketing 

• Identifying and understanding customers 
• Segmentation 

Spring term 
2026 

Marketing 

• The purpose and methods of market research 
• Elements of the marketing mix 
• Using the marketing mix: product and pricing 
• Promotion and distribution. 

Summer 
term 2026 

Revision 

 
HOW WILL PUPILS LEARN? 

Much of the learning in GCSE Business Studies is structured around research. We 
will often ask pupils to select real businesses and research facts, such as the 
product portfolio of Apple. It could be a collaborative presentation, plan or 
template which either pairs or groups create and present to their peers after 
researching a topic or business. We encourage debate and discussion on all topic 
areas. Peer teaching forms part of our teaching approach as we would like to 
develop our pupils to identify and solve problems. The pupils will need to develop 
competent research and analysis skills and be prepared to make and justify a 
decision. Using their Chromebooks, pupils will be given the opportunity to 
conduct research in order to inform the above mentioned learning experiences. 
We also make use of video clips, including business programmes, such as 
Dragons Den, as well as company websites. 
 
Mastery 
In Year 11 pupils will continue to develop an understanding of the business world. 
These include an understanding of how to analyse and interpret both quantitative 
and qualitative data. Recall exercises are employed throughout the course to help 
secure their mastery of knowledge. This will aid them in their understanding and 
ability to evaluate the key influences on businesses and the world around them.  
Worked examples, teacher modelling and exemplar answers will be utilised to 



enable pupils to develop confidence in writing analytically and being able to 
evaluate the impact of a given situation. GCSE question formats will continue to be 
used, to ensure pupils are prepared for their GCSE examinations and can adopt 
the appropriate structure to tackle 6, 9 and 12 mark questions. 
 
HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 

There will be one piece of homework set each week, after one of the  lessons. 
This  will either involve a research project or, at the end of a topic, answering 
questions based on a business case study. Past paper case studies will be 
regularly set, which will develop the skills required to answer actual GCSE 
questions and provide retrieval practice for topics studied in Year 10. As we get 
closer to the final GCSE exam, most homework will be based around practising 
GCSE style exam questions. 

 
We recommend that you begin your revision programme at the start of the 
academic year. This is the best advice for you to succeed in the summer GCSE 
exams. In the lead up to the Mock exam, we would encourage you to revise for 
an hour each week, in addition to set homework. This should be ramped up as 
the actual summer exam gets closer. 
 

 
WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE USED? 

We will provide each pupil with a textbook at the beginning of the course in Year 
10 which we will also use in Year 11. The book supports the new specification, 
entitled ‘AQA GCSE (9-1) Business’, by Surridge and Gillespie. In addition, at the 
beginning of Year 11, we will provide pupils with a revision guide, which 
supports the textbook; ‘AQA GCSE Business 9-1 My Revision Notes by Malcom 
Surridge’. 

 
Most work will be completed in a folder or online. All links to the AQA 
examination board, teaching resources and homework can be accessed via 
Google Classroom. Homework and lesson content will be placed on Google 
Classroom . 
 
 
 
HOW DO WE MEASURE PROGRESS? 
Investigative activities will be qualitatively assessed; at times this will take the 
form of groups presenting their findings using various Google applications in 
terms of the various learning essentials. Quantitative assessment takes place in 
various ways. 
Classwork and homework will be reviewed every 3-4 weeks. Progress is 
monitored by use of homework assignments, tests and an exam. Each pupil will 
take a mock exam in the autumn term. This will be an actual GCSE paper. Pupils 
will also complete a common task test before the Easter break, also based on an 
actual GCSE paper. This will be based on multiple choice and a quick questions 
section, plus two case study scenarios with questions. There will also be smaller 
formative assessments throughout the year. Each pupil is carefully tracked in 
terms of correlations between benchmarks and what they are actually achieving. 
Discussions between teacher and parent will be made as soon as the teacher feels 
insufficient progress is being made. 

 
 



HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 

Parents can support their child’s learning by insisting on well organised notes and 
work space at home as well as monitoring their revision programme. Parents 
should please check that their child is doing her homework and that they are 
happy that it is of an acceptable standard. Please show an interest in topics that 
are being studied, which will allow your child to consolidate what she is learning 
in class. 

 
Parents can encourage pupils to watch television programmes based on business 
such as ‘Dragons Den’ and ‘The Apprentice’. Watching news items related to the 
economy and business will help with learning and interest. This is particularly 
relevant when a big, well known business such as Tesco, is in the news. Parents 
should please introduce their daughter to the business section of newspapers 
and discuss relevant news items with her.  Most importantly, we request that 
parents encourage pupils to start their revision programme at the beginning of 
Year 11. This will give them the best opportunity to achieve success in the actual 
GCSE exams 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
 
 
Mrs Laura Jakes - lmj@clairescourt.net 

mailto:lmj@clairescourt.net


 



Design and Technology (D&T) 
• Exam board: Edexcel 
• Specification code: 1DT0 (F) 

 
COURSE STRUCTURE 
This second year of the two year course sees the continuation and completion of the 
Controlled Assessment project and preparation for the written examination in the 
summer. A series of deadlines for the Controlled Assessment project will be 
provided to keep pupils on track as they build up the evidence of their skills and 
knowledge. This work will be internally assessed and moderated before being 
externally moderated by the exam board. Revision and final preparation for the 
written exam will follow this work. 

 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES (AOS) 
Pupils will be assessed on the following:- 
 

● AO1: Identify, investigate and outline design possibilities to address needs and 
wants 

● AO2: Design and make prototypes that are fit for purpose 
● AO3: Analyse and evaluate: 
◾ design decisions and outcomes, including for prototypes made by themselves 
and others 
◾ wider issues in design and technology 

● AO4: Demonstrate and apply knowledge and understanding of: 
◾ technical principles 
◾ designing and making principles 

 
WHAT WILL PUPILS STUDY AND LEARN? 
Autumn 
term 2025 

Controlled Assessment project 
Pupils will continue their Controlled Assessment project 
(worth 50% of their final grade) by completing the 
Specification, Design Ideas and Development sections. 
 

Spring term 
2026 

Controlled Assessment project and written exam 
preparation 
Pupils will continue their Controlled Assessment project by 
completing the Manufacture and Testing and Evaluation 
sections. They will begin revision in order to prepare for the 
summer written examination (worth 50% of their final 
grade). 
 

Summer 
term 2026 

Written exam preparation 
To continue and include completing past papers in 
preparation for the final written examination. 
 

 
 

 

 



HOW WILL PUPILS LEARN? 

The Controlled Assessment folderwork is based on Google Slides where any 
paperwork or design work is scanned for pupils. In addition to the exam board 
approved textbook, Google Classroom is used to set deadlines/ homework and 
share resources such as a Claires Court produced Controlled Assessment Guidance 
document. We also have a subscription to Focus Education resources for D&T which 
include online animations and video content in addition to theory information. 
Practical skills, evidenced by photographs taken as they progress, are developed 
using tools and equipment in the workshop. A D&T Notebook, based on Google 
Slides, is used to organise and evidence the theory topics covered for revision in 
lessons and homework.  
 
MASTERY 

To achieve mastery in GCSE Design and Technology, pupils should demonstrate a deep 
understanding of the design process, from researching and developing ideas to creating 
detailed design plans and prototypes. They should also be able to select appropriate 
materials and tools for their projects, and use these effectively to create products that 
meet specific criteria for quality, functionality, and aesthetics. 

 
Finally, pupils who have achieved mastery in GCSE Design and Technology should be 
able to evaluate their own work critically, reflecting on their design choices and 
identifying areas for improvement. This involves being able to analyse the strengths 
and weaknesses of their designs and identify opportunities for further development and 
refinement. 
 
HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 

Pupils are permitted to research, draft and plan their Controlled Assessment 
project outside of lessons and should do this each week using their allotted 
homework time while the Controlled Assessment project is active. In addition to 
any particular homework set, they should also use information provided by their 
teacher to have an ongoing approach to revision. This is an essential part of their 
preparation for the written examinations, both during and at the end of the year. 

 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE USED? 

The workshops are well equipped and include:- 
● eighteen wood benches with vices, pillar drill, vertical sander, two scroll 

saws, wood lathe, vacuum bag press, portable drills hand sanders and 
jig-saws 

● a brazing hearth, centre lathe, milling machine, small kiln; metal folding 
machine, guillotine and a variety of hand tools 

● a strip heater, vacuum former, 3D printer and a vinyl cutter 
For the theory study we will be using the approved textbook: Edexcel GCSE 
(9-1) Design and Technology Student Book, the technologystudent.com 
website, BBC Bitesize and Focus Education resources. When designing using 
software we use, but are not limited to, Autodesk Fusion 360, Tinkercad, Focus 
Designer and Techsoft 2D Design Tools. 

 
HOW DO WE MEASURE PROGRESS? 

Progress through the Controlled Assessment project is tracked throughout and class 
level feedback is provided; individual feedback is not permitted due to exam 
conditions during the Controlled Assessment project. Once marked, a written mock 
exam will provide useful feedback on which theory areas require further revision. 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-GCSE-Design-Technology-Student/dp/1292184582/ref%3Dsr_1_1?crid=30GRUHNINMJ2K&dchild=1&keywords=edexcel%2Bdesign%2Band%2Btechnology%2Bgcse%2B9-1&qid=1593594026&sprefix=edexcel%2Bdesig%2Caps%2C169&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Edexcel-GCSE-Design-Technology-Student/dp/1292184582/ref%3Dsr_1_1?crid=30GRUHNINMJ2K&dchild=1&keywords=edexcel%2Bdesign%2Band%2Btechnology%2Bgcse%2B9-1&qid=1593594026&sprefix=edexcel%2Bdesig%2Caps%2C169&sr=8-1
https://technologystudent.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize


Shorter tests and exercises will also be used to aid preparation for the final written 
exam in the summer term. 

 
HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 

Parents can assist by encouraging their child to share with them the work they have 
completed and also ask for evidence of their planning and revision. A list of 
deadlines showing when each section of the Controlled Assessment project will be 
completed by will be provided by the department. The Controlled Assessment 
project will be completed online using Google slides and pupils are able to show this 
to parents easily. 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 

 
Mr André Boulton - anb@clairescourt.net 

mailto:ais@clairescourt.net


 

 
Drama 

• Exam board: WJEC Eduqas 
• Specification code: C690QS 

WHY IS DRAMA A GOOD SUBJECT CHOICE FOR GCSE? 

The World Economic Forum’s Future of Jobs Report predicts creativity, innovation and ideation 
will be key skills for the workforce of the future. These so-called soft skills, which sit alongside 
analytical thinking and problem-solving, will replace manual tasks that become automated. 
When business leaders across the world were surveyed, they voted creativity as the most 
important workplace capability to help their businesses survive and grow. This means that the 
study of creative subjects, like Drama, is becoming even more important and relevant to young 
people to give you the chance to succeed – whatever your ambitions! At the same time, you 
will find many opportunities to develop and improve your personal wellbeing both 
independently and as part of a wider community.  
 
WHAT WILL I MASTER THROUGH GCSE DRAMA? 

● You’ll develop a wide range of skills.  
● You’ll gain confidence and have fun.  
● You’ll learn to work within a team and balance a range of ideas.  
● You’ll have a mix of practical and written work unlike any other subject.  

 
MASTERY  
You will have the opportunity to learn and develop a range of transferable skills and practise 
applying these to new situations. These include analytical, problem-solving, organisation and 
time management skills. You will also be able to work collaboratively to generate, develop and 
communicate ideas, all of which will develop your emotional intelligence. Your practical skills 
will be refined and will demonstrate creativity, reflection and resilience, as well as developing 
confidence and strong presentation skills. Your written skills, both analytical and creative, as 
well as your ability to self-reflect, will be developed through a range of tasks. Studying drama 
will give you opportunities for higher order thinking, by considering ideas which go beyond 
language. This is great brain-training which will help you in other areas too. Through studying 
Drama, you will be equipped with the skills to succeed in your next steps. 

 
What does GCSE Drama involve?  
The GCSE Drama specification is designed to give you a broad and balanced experience of 
Drama. You will be given the opportunity to develop not only your performance skills but also 
your design skills in areas such as:  

● Lighting design  
● Sound design  
● Set design  
● Costume, Hair and Make-Up Design  

You will collaborate in devising your own piece of theatre and perform from a text. You can 
choose to concentrate on acting or design. You will explore and view a variety of live theatre 
productions. The Eduqas GCSE Drama specification has three components: Devising Theatre, 
Performing from a Text, and Interpreting Theatre.  
 



 
HOW IS THE COURSE STRUCTURED? 
You will embark on a two-year course, which consists of three components: 
 
Component One: Devising theatre (40% of the course) 

The devised practical performance requires pupils to create an original piece of theatre, 
culminating in a final performance. Pupils will complete a written report outlining 
influences, aspects of process and an evaluation of their own and others’ performances. 
Pupils may choose one of the following options: 

• Acting. 
• Theatre design in lighting. 
• Theatre design in sound. 
• Theatre design in scenic production. 
• Theatre design in costume and make-up. 

 
Component Two: Performing from a text (20%) 

Pupils will participate in a performance based on two 10 minute extracts from a 
performance text of their own choice and will be assessed on either acting or design. 

 
Component Three: Interpreting theatre (40% - written examination) 

• Section A: Set Text – Pupils will explore one text as an actor, designer and director 
from a choice of five. 

• Section B: Live Theatre Review - One question, from a choice of two, requiring 
analysis and evaluation of one live theatre production the pupils have seen 
during the course. 

 
This is a linear course which means that each pupil will take all assessments at the end of 
the course (Year 11). 
 
WHAT WILL I STUDY AND LEARN? 

Autumn term 
2025 

You will complete the portfolio of supporting evidence and the 
evaluation of your performance/design in the devised piece. 
You will analyse and evaluate live theatre.  
 
 

Spring term  

2026 

You will choose and rehearse the scripted piece for the external 
exam (Component 2). You will outline your artistic intentions. 
You will do practise papers in preparation for the external written 
exam.  
You will perform your scripted pieces for an external examiner. 

Summer term 
2026 

Revision for the written paper. 
External written exam. 

 
HOW WILL I LEARN? 

You will mostly learn through the practical exploration of theatre and plays. You are 
expected to work in groups and to be a supportive member of the group who will always 
attend all the rehearsals. You will go to the theatre, read plays, do independent research, 
and write notes on plays and theatre productions you have seen, as well as your own work. 
You will learn through their own performances. 
 

HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 

Homework will be set twice per week, which will vary in content depending on the part of 



the course being covered. Homework could be research on theatre and drama, learning 
lines, reading plays or written work on the set text, the devised piece or live theatre. 
 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE USED? 

You will use the internet, books, plays, the theatre but most of all your own creativity, 
enthusiasm and acting and design skills. 

 
HOW DO WE MEASURE PROGRESS? 
 
Assessments are made throughout the year on your ability to apply performance and/or 
other production skills through the creation and realisation of performances. You will be 
regularly assessed on your ability to sensitively and confidently work with others and to 
create and perform a variety of performances. Assessment for learning takes place through 
teacher and pupil discussions which include self and peer evaluation and verbal feedback 
from the teacher. Pupils will be assessed in accordance with the WJEC assessment criteria. 
 
 
HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
 
Family theatre trips engage, inspire and expose your child to a wide range of theatrical 
experiences. When your child is planning or preparing for Drama at school, discuss with 
them what ideas or resources they could bring in to enhance those ideas. Parents can offer 
their support in learning lines and in attending performances. 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 

 
Mr Chris Bennett - cmb@clairescourt.net 
Mrs Maggie Olivier - mco@clairescourt.net 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:cmb@clairescourt.net
mailto:mco@clairescourt.net


IGCSE English Literature 
 

 
 
Exam Board Edexcel Specification Code 4ET1 

(Literature) 
 
COURSE STRUCTURE 
The study of the Edexcel IGCSE English Literature course commences for most students in 
Year 11. Students may be reset at the start of the year according to the IGCSE Language 
grade that they achieved in the previous academic year. 
Overall the course aims to develop pupils’ ability to read, understand and respond to all 
types of text, construct and convey meaning in written language and increase 
understanding and interpretation of all varieties of literature. Pupils who undertake  the 
Literature IGCSE will continue to cover the key skills of reading and writing. In all units, 
there will be an overlap whereby skills for the Language papers are then transferable to 
the study of the materials for the Literature papers. 
 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES 
Literature - 4ET1 
AO1 Demonstrate a close knowledge and understanding of texts, maintaining a critical 
style and presenting an informed personal engagement. 
AO2 Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings 
and effects. 
AO3 Explore links and connections between texts. 
AO4 Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in which 
they were written. 
 
 
 
WHAT WILL YOU STUDY/LEARN? 
 
 
 
 
 
  Autumn Term 
2025 

Macbeth -  coursework text and production of 
a coursework piece. 
 
- Close study of the text 
- Identification of key characters, 
themes,        relationships 
- Investigate impact of text on reader through 
the    production of a piece of coursework 
- Of Mice and Men and Unseen Poetry Revision 
 
 

  
 
An Inspector Calls - coursework text and 
production of a coursework piece. 
- Close study of the text 
- Identification of key characters, 
themes,  relationships 



- Investigate impact of text on reader through 
the    production of a piece of coursework 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lent Term 
2026 

Completion of any outstanding pieces of 
coursework. 
 
English Literature Paper 1 - Section B - Poetry 
- Study of Anthology poetry texts 
- Activities on key language, form 
and structural points 
- Preparation for exam 
-  
 

 
 
  Summer Term 
2026 

Revision/review of all units for 
English Literature. 
- Recap of texts 
- Activities on key characters, 
themes, relationships 
- Preparation for exam 

 
HOW WILL YOU LEARN? 
Pupils in Year 11 may be reset at the start of Year 11 according to the grade that they 
achieved in their IGCSE English Language examination in the summer. 
Work is completed in English exercise books. 
 

MASTERY 

In Year 11, students will be expected to regularly display the core skills and 
techniques that have underpinned the English curriculum throughout their time at 
the school. Worked examples, teacher modelling and exemplar answers will be 
employed in order to ensure they perfect their knowledge of what a good answer 
should look like, so that they can apply this knowledge in both coursework and 
exam conditions. GCSE level question styles will be encountered from the start of 
the year, and revisited regularly throughout.  
 
 
HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
The pupils are set homework once per week, which will vary in content depending on 
the part of the course being covered. 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL YOU USE? 
The books we will use in Year 11 are: 
- Edexcel IGCSE Text Anthology 
- Of Mice and Men 
- Macbeth 
- An Inspector Calls 
 
The school provides these texts and exercise books to the pupils. It is the pupils’ 



responsibility to keep them in good condition. Pens, pencils, ruler, rubber, scissors and 
glue will be required on a day to day basis. 
 
HOW DO WE MEASURE YOUR PROGRESS? 
Progress is measured through regular GCSE standard assessment and through the 
close scrutiny of exercise books. 
 
HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Parents can assist their children by encouraging reading on a regular basis, of any 
kind. A familiarity with the texts that your child will be studying for the IGCSE in 
English Literature is also helpful in terms of supporting them with revision. 
 
For further information please contact: 
 
Mr Luke Wespieser - law@clairescourt.net 

mailto:law@clairescourt.net


Food Preparation and Nutrition 
 

• Exam board: WJEC/EDUQAS 
• Specification code: 601/8093/6 

 
COURSE STRUCTURE 

This two year GCSE is an exciting and creative course which focuses on practical 
cooking skills, ensuring that pupils develop a thorough understanding of 
nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. 

 
Pupils will have the opportunity to: 

• Demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing 
and cooking a variety of food commodities whilst using different 
cooking techniques and equipment 

• Develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties 
and chemical characteristics of food 

• Understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including 
the physiological and psychological effects of poor diet and health 

• Understand the economic, environmental, ethical and socio-cultural 
influences on food availability, production processes, and diet and health 
choice 

• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional 
properties, sensory qualities and microbiological food safety 
considerations when preparing, processing, storing, cooking and 
serving food 

• Understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different 
culinary traditions (traditional British and international) to inspire new ideas 
or modify existing recipes. 

 
SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT 
Component one: Principles of Food Preparation and Nutrition 
written examination 
One hour 45 minutes - 50% of qualification. 
This component will consist of two sections both containing compulsory questions 
and will assess the six areas of content as listed in the specified GCSE content. 

• Section A: questions based on stimulus material 
• Section B: structured, short and extended response questions to assess 

content related to food preparation and nutrition. 
 

Component two: Food Preparation and Nutrition in action 

Two non-examination assessment (NEA) 50% of qualification internally 
assessed, externally moderated. 

• Assessment one: Food Investigation. A scientific food investigation which 
will assess the learner's knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to 
scientific principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food 

• Assessment two: Food Preparation. Prepare, cook and present a menu 
which assesses the learner’s knowledge, skills and understanding in 
relation to the planning, preparation, cooking and presentation of food. 

 
These assessments will be based on a choice of tasks released by WJEC annually. 



 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES (AOS) 

• AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of nutrition, food, 
cooking and preparation. 

• AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of nutrition, food, cooking 
and preparation 

• AO3: Plan, prepare, cook and present dishes, combining 
appropriate techniques 

• AO4: Analyse and evaluate different aspects of nutrition, food, cooking 
and preparation, including food made by yourself and others. 

 
WHAT WILL PUPILS STUDY AND LEARN? 

Autumn 
term 2025 

Assessment one: The food investigation 
assessment (15% of total qualification). 
A food investigation will be set by the exam board that 
will require each learner to: 

• Research and plan the task 
• Investigate the working characteristics, function 

and chemical properties of ingredients through 
practical experimentation and use the findings to 
achieve a particular result 

• Analyse and evaluate the task 
• Produce a report which evidences all of the above and 

include photographs and/or visual recordings to 
support 
the investigation. 

Spring term 
2026 

Assessment 2: The Food Preparation Assessment 
(35% of total qualification). 
This assessment is synoptic and assesses the application of 
knowledge and understanding in relation to selecting dishes 
and identifying cooking skills and techniques and the 
execution of practical skills. 
This assessment will require pupils to: plan, prepare, cook 
and present a selection of dishes, to meet particular 
requirements such as a dietary need, lifestyle choice or 
specific context. 
Two options for this assessment will be set by WJEC Eduqas 
that will require pupils to: 

• Investigate and plan the task, select a final menu to 
be produced to showcase skills and produce a plan 
of action for the practical execution of the dishes (to 
include trialling and testing) 

• Prepare, cook and present a menu of three dishes 
within a single session 

• Evaluate the selection, preparation, cooking 
and presentation of the three dishes 

• Produce a folio of evidence which includes 
documentation related to the selection of dishes, 
planning and evaluation and photographs and/or 
visual recordings which demonstrate the learner’s 
application of technical skills and the final outcomes. 
 



 



 
Summer 
term 2026 

Written examination (50% of total qualification) 

Pupils will undertake class and private revision of all topics 
covered during Year 10 and 11. You will develop techniques 
to improve examination performance using past exam 
papers. 

 

HOW WILL PUPILS LEARN? 

Pupils will have two double lessons per week. We aim to offer an interesting and 
stimulating programme of study that will increase confidence and resilience.  
 
MASTERY 
Through a wide range of practical activities we want pupils to experiment and be 
innovative with food, developing the confidence to learn independently. Each 
pupil will develop skills in product analysis and sensory evaluation will show that 
they can critically assess their own creations and those produced by others, 
suggesting ideas for improvement, and use spreadsheets to map the results. 
Pupils will independently complete NEA tasks including written and practical 
work. By taking photographs of their work pupils will be able to keep a record of 
what they have made to show progress. 

 
HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 

Homework tasks are set regularly to extend learning and reinforce concepts 
learnt in the classroom. The content will vary depending on the part of the 
course being covered, however will include the evaluation of practical work 
carried out in the lesson, research tasks, and preparation and weighing of 
ingredients for practical lessons. 

 
WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE USED? 

Pupils will be issued with an ‘Eduqas GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition’ 
textbook. Written work will be kept in a folder, which pupils are expected to 
bring to all lessons and keep in a neat and organised fashion. Pupils will need to 
provide ingredients for the practical activities and an appropriate container to 
take food products home. Occasionally pupils will need to provide cooking 
containers, depending upon the dish they plan to make. 

 
HOW DO WE MEASURE PROGRESS? 

This is a linear GCSE course with assessment taking place in Year 11. This will 
comprise of 50% written exam and 50% non-exam assessment (NEA). The NEA 
consists of one food investigation, a 1,500 to 2,000 word report, worth 15% and 
one food preparation assessment to plan, prepare, cook and present a three 
course menu, worth 35%. 

 
 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 

The support of parents in ensuring that your child has the correct ingredients and 
containers is greatly appreciated. Parents can encourage their daughter to 
examine and discuss food and nutritional labels, food products available for sale 



and food choices. Parental interest in the food related topics that frequently arise 
in today’s media can help develop critical analysis, and debate current food 
issues. Of course parents also enjoy being the ‘taste-testers’ to help objectively 
evaluate the food products! 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 

 
 

Miss Heather Frost  - haf@clairescourt.net 



Geography 
● Exam board: Edexcel/Pearson Specification A 
● Specification code: 1GA0 

 
COURSE STRUCTURE 
Assessment in Geography Specification A consists of three externally examined 
papers. Each pupil must complete all assessments in May and June at the end of 
Year 11. The course is divided into three components: 

● Component one: The physical environment (Paper one code: 1GA0/01) 
● Component two: The human environment (Paper two code: 1GA0/02) 
● Component three: Geographical investigations: Fieldwork 

and UK Challenges (Paper three code: 1GA0/03). 
 

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES (AOS) 
• Demonstrate knowledge of locations, places, processes, environments 

and different scales. 
• Demonstrate geographical understanding of: 

o Concepts and how they are used in relation to places, environments 
and processes 

o The inter-relationships between places, environments and processes 
• Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate 

geographical information and issues and to make judgements. 
• Select, adapt and use a variety of skills and techniques to investigate 

geographical concepts. 
 

WHAT WILL PUPILS STUDY AND LEARN? 
Autumn 
term 2025 

Component one: Topic 2 - Weather hazards and 
climate change  
This topic covers: 

• An overview of the global circulation of the atmosphere.  
• How has our climate changed over time? 
• Two detailed studies of tropical cyclones and drought. 

Component one: Topic 3 - Ecosystems, 
biodiversity and management 

• An overview of the distribution and characteristics of 
global and UK ecosystems. 

• Two detailed studies of a deciduous woodland and a 
tropical rainforest; their structure, function and 
management options. 

 
There are two mock examinations testing all topics covered in 
the course so far. 
 



Spring term 
2026 

Component two: Topic 3 - Resource 
Management 

• An overview of the global and UK distribution of food, 
energy and water. 

• Two detailed studies of sustainable energy resource 
management; Norway and Bhutan 

 
 
Component three: Geographical Investigations - 
UK Challenges 

• Pupils are required to draw across their knowledge and 
understanding from component one and two in order to 
investigate four contemporary challenges faced by the 
UK. 

• Challenges include resources, landscape issues, 
economic challenges (the north/south divide) and 
climate change. 

Summer term 
2026 

Component three: Geographical 
Investigations recap 

• Pupils will spend some time reviewing both days of 
fieldwork and applying it to the exam questions in paper 
3. 

 
Revision: 

• Please note that this will be targeted and that revision 
occurs throughout the whole of year 11 as retrieval 
activities during lesson and homework tasks. 

 

HOW WILL PUPILS LEARN? 

Geography is taught twice a week and is unstreamed. Lessons involve 
encouraging independent, synoptic learning through discussion and researching 
topical and contemporary geographical issues. The use of maths and IT is 
encouraged and supported by Google classroom, Seneca learning for revision 
purposes and a wide range of geographical clips and resources. The imperative 
within the department is to make Geography accessible, relevant and exciting 
using a variety of teaching and learning techniques to suit all types of learner. 
 
MASTERY IN GEOGRAPHY 
 
The core geographical skills required for interpreting the world around us and 
therefore for success at GCSE continue to be integrated into lessons. These 
include essential map skills, the ability to interpret geographical information 
presented in a variety of ways, for example photographs of landforms, images 
of the quality of life for people across the  world, statistics to compare places, 
maps showing change over time. GCSE standard exam questions are used in 
class and for homework assignments on a regular basis so that pupils build on 
their ability to answer exam style questions. This may be delivered as a 
scaffolded activity in class, paired work or analysing exemplar answers for 
their good points and improvements.  



 
HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
Homework is normally set once a week and will encompass a variety of tasks 
involving reading, writing and retrieval activities. Past exam questions will be used 
regularly to allow pupils to learn how to answer questions as well as testing their 
understanding of the content. We will also expect revision materials to be made 
for the final exams. 
 

 
WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE USED? 

A variety of resources will be used such as atlases, Britannica online, the 
Ordnance Survey Digimap online software, video clips from “Time for Geography” 
and similar sites. The course will be supported by the Edexcel/Pearson official text 
and revision guide. 
 
HOW DO WE MEASURE PROGRESS? 
Pupils are examined using past exam papers at the end of each module as 
Common Tasks and are also examined at the end of the year. Pupils are 
assessed formatively through discussion, questioning and the marking of your 
exercise book and homework tasks. There are three terminal exams in 
geography in Summer 2022. 

 
HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 

Parents can help by taking a daily broadsheet newspaper/subscribing to one 
electronically and encouraging their child to read and engage in discussion on 
relevant topics. Encourage pupils, by suitable media, to explore the world 
around them; there are so many excellent documentaries available through BBC 
iPlayer or The National Geographic Channel, to name just two. Encourage the 
reading of books such as ‘Prisoners of Geography’ by Tim Marshall to broaden 
pupils' understanding of global context. 
 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
Mr Damian Gray (Head of Department) - drg@clairescourt.net 

mailto:drg@clairescourt.net


Higher Project Qualification (HPQ) 
 

 

• Exam board: AQA City and Guilds Level one (foundation) 
and Level two (higher) Project Qualification 

• Specification code: 7991 / 7992 
 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

The Level 1/Level 2 Project will require up to 60 guided hours of learning in one 
double lesson per week. You will complete your project during the Autumn Term 
of Year 11, if not already completed in Year 10. 

 
The level one and two project will require up to 60 guided hours of learning in 
one double lesson per week. Pupils will complete their project during Years 10 
and 11. 

 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES (AOS) 
Projects are marked by the supervisor and moderated externally. They are 
marked as follows: 

 
AO1 Manage With appropriate guidance, select, plan and 

carry out an individual project or tasks within a 
group project, applying organisational skills and 
using a range of methods and resources, to 
achieve agreed objectives (10 marks) 

20% 

AO2 Use 
Resource
s 

Research, collate and select information from a 
range of sources and apply in a relevant 
manner to achieve agreed objectives (10 
mark)s 

20% 

AO3 Develop 
and Realise 

Select and use a range of skills, including 
appropriate technologies, working with others 
and problem solving to complete tasks and 
achieve agreed objectives (20 marks) 

40% 

AO4 Review Analyse project outcomes and draw own 
conclusions. Communicate project outcomes, 
presenting evidence in an appropriate format 
(10 marks). 

20% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHAT WILL PUPILS STUDY AND LEARN? 



Autumn 
term 2025 

Introduction to the Project Qualification. 

Pupils will carry out a range of activities to acquire the 
essential skills needed to produce a project. Begin your own 
project: 
● Brainstorm ideas for your own project title 
● Research skills; bibliography; Harvard referencing 

system; bias; plagiarism. 
Spring term 
2026 
 

Course complete. 

Summer 
term 2026 
 

Course complete. 

 

HOW WILL PUPILS LEARN? 

The topic for the project is chosen by each pupil and agreed by their teacher who 
then acts as a supervisor. Choice of topics can be an extension from studies for 
other qualifications at level one and two such as GCSE, or a topic that interests, 
motivates or enthuses the pupil.  
 
MASTERY 
Pupils have to show that they can plan, deliver and present a piece of work at 
either levels one or two of the National Qualifications Framework. 
The level one and two project will require up to 60 guided learning hours, of 
which half will be spent on teaching, and half on independent work. 

 
By Year 11, the project will be completed, but work may be needed individually, 
guided by the supervisor, to complete the log or the presentation. There will be 
one double lesson per week allocated for this. 

 
HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 

One piece of homework is set per week. However, to complete the project pupils 
will need to take the initiative to complete research in their own time. 

 
WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE USED? 

Pupils will be encouraged to use as wide a range of resources as possible. Each 
pupil will be encouraged to collect their own data through questionnaires and 
interviews, as well as to use resources such as the internet and magazines. 

 
HOW DO WE MEASURE PROGRESS? 

The supervisor will monitor each pupil’s work during weekly lessons. The final 
project will be marked by the supervisor using the AQA mark scheme. It will 
be moderated externally. 

 
 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 

Parents can support their child’s learning and skill acquisition by enquiring and 
taking an interest in the project they are developing and the processes involved. 



Please encourage the pupils to use the skills they acquire in different aspects of 
their life. 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 

 
 

Mr Steven Richards - smr@clairescourt.net 

mailto:smr@clairescourt.net


History 
● Exam board: Edexcel 
● Specification code: 4HI1 

 
COURSE STRUCTURE 
This is a two-year course with two examination papers, both of which are taken 
at the end of the course. There are two topics on each paper. The History course 
enables our pupils to study the 20th Century world. 

 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES (AOS) 

In Y11 pupils will study half of the required work, preparing both of the Paper 1 topics. 
These will test knowledge, understanding and interpretation. 
In Y10 the studies for Paper 2  will include a historical investigation, for which the 
questions test pupils’ ability to evaluate and analyse source material and a breadth topic 
to test the understanding of the concept of change. 

 
WHAT WILL PUPILS STUDY AND LEARN? 
Autumn 
term 2025 

Topic A2 Russia and the Soviet Union  
This is an investigation study  
Areas of study will be: 

● Tsarist rule in Russia, 1905-24 
● Opposition to Tsarist rule 1914-1917 
● Provisional Government and the Bolshevik Revolution  
● The Bolshevik consolidation of power and the Civil War  
● War Communism and the New Economic Policy  

 
Common task on Russia and the Soviet Union 

Spring term 
2026 

Topic B2 Changes in Medicine, c1848-c1948 
● Progress in the mid-nineteenth century: Nightingale, 

Chadwick, Snow and SImpson 
● Discovery and development, 1860-75: Lister and Pasteur 
● Accelerating change. 187-1905:Ehrlicj, Koch and 

chemistry 
● Government action and war, 1905-20 
● Advances in medicine, surgery and public health.  
●  

 Mock exam on ALL history covered in y10 and y11 

Summer 
term 2026 

Structured revision programme and tests on ALL parts of 
the 4 topics covered in the two years of History Y10 and 
Y11, prior to the two final IGCSE exams.  
 

 

HOW WILL PUPILS LEARN? 



Grouping is by subject choice: you are not setted by ability. 
Lessons will encourage you to become responsible for your own learning, making 
relevant and useful notes to assist you in exam preparation. At the same time, 
the topics selected lend themselves to an enquiry-based approach in which you 
will be able to evaluate cause and consequence in relation to some of the ‘big 
questions’ of 20th Century history. You can expect to work in pairs as well as 
singly, and to make use of Google Classroom and the internet and other 
resources as appropriate.  
There is a biennial trip to Auschwitz to support our IGCSE studies  
 
MASTERY 
In Year 11 pupils will be taught core skills and concepts together with the 
knowledge that will underpin the study of History at this level. These include an 
in depth understanding of cause and consequence, change, significance and 
similarity and difference. We will also focus on improving source analysis and 
interpretation skills. Recall exercises are employed throughout the Curriculum to 
ensure understanding and mastery of knowledge, which will assist them to 
understand and make sense of key debates that they encounter in current affairs 
and the world around them.  Worked examples, teacher modelling and exemplar 
answers will be employed in order to ensure they develop confidence about how 
to think and write analytically and evaluative at this key stage. This will enable 
them to apply this knowledge in their own writing and to demonstrate a deeper 
understanding of and participation in the world around them.  We will use the 
question styles for the Common Tasks, which will prepare them for the eventual 
styles they encounter at GCSE and A level. 

 
HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 

Homework can be set after each lesson. You can expect at least one substantial piece of 
work, usually a written exercise, and sometimes a practice exam question. Each homework 
should take 30-45 minutes to complete thoroughly. You will also be expected to prepare for 
your lessons by reading the textbook.  

 
WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE USED? 
You will be issued with appropriate textbooks to support the topics studied. 
Appropriate websites will also be used. Written work will be on paper rather 
than in an exercise book, with all work stored in ring-files; this easily allows 
for additional resources to be added. 
 
 
 

 
 

HOW DO WE MEASURE PROGRESS? 
Common Tasks during the year enable us to check your progress against the standards 
expected for success at GCSE level. The third Common Task is an internal school exam in the 
summer term, made up of the whole year’s work. 

 
HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 

By ensuring that homework, set twice a week, is done promptly and thoroughly 
when it is set. By discussing current events with your child so that they can see 
the relevance of the topics studied, and can make links between past and 
present. Parents can encourage their child to watch relevant films and 



documentaries and to read about the topics studied. Visiting appropriate and 
relevant historical sites together, and sharing the experience, as an enjoyable 
and rewarding family pastime. 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 

 
 

Ms Camilla Bullough - crb@clairescourt.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:crb@clairescourt.net


Information and Communication Technology (ICT) 
 

● Exam board: Pearson Edexcel 
● Specification code: 4IT1 

 
Course structure 
This two year course provides our pupils with the opportunity to demonstrate 
their skills and knowledge through the use and application of ICT. We will learn 
about and use a variety of software applications and use ICT to solve problems. 
Pupils will become fully aware of the ways in which ICT can help in the home, 
learning and work environments and also help them to understand the 
implications of technology in society. At the end of Year 11 each pupil will sit a 
written paper, worth 50% of the final grade, and complete a practical 
examination, worth 50% each of the final grade, where they can demonstrate the 
skills they have learned. 

 
Assessment objectives (AOs) 

● AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of ICT 
● AO2: Apply knowledge, understanding and skills to produce ICT based solutions 
● AO3: Analyse, evaluate, make reasoned judgements and present conclusions. 

 
What will pupils study and learn? 
Autumn 
term 2025 

● Chapter 14: File Management  
● Chapter 15: Word Processing software 
● Chapter 16: Graphics software 
● Chapter 17: Presentation software 
● Chapter 18: Web Authoring software 

Lent term 2026 ● Chapter 19: Spreadsheets software 
● Chapter 20: Database Management software 

Summer 
term 20265 

● Exam Preparation and Revision 

 
How will pupils learn? 
We will work through a variety of assignments and practical tasks which will 
allow the pupils to develop theory knowledge but also apply this in a practical 
way. Each pupil will record their learning digitally through the use of Google 
Workspaces for Education including using Google Classroom and Google Slides. A 
textbook, endorsed by the examination board, will be used to ensure all the 
required theory work is fully covered. Further learning resources can be gained 
from the many Internet based resources that are also available. 

 
MASTERY 

To achieve mastery in ICT, pupils should have a deep understanding of computer 
systems and networks, including their components, functions, and interconnections. 
They should also be able to use a range of software applications effectively, including 
word processing, spreadsheet, and database software. Pupils should be able to use 



digital technologies responsibly and ethically; understanding the importance of issues 
such as data security, privacy, and intellectual property. They should also be able to 
communicate effectively using digital technologies, including the ability to create and 
share digital content and collaborate with others using online tools and platforms. 
 
How will homework be assigned? 
Homework will be assigned once a week, typically using Google Classroom. There 
will be a variety of different types of part two work set across the year depending 
on the classroom activity or topic that particular week. The completion of part 
two work will also support preparation for assessments.  
 
What resources will be used? 
Continuous use of ICT and access to the Internet, both at school and at home, 
are automatically an essential part of the course. The Chrome web browser is 
recommended when using Google Workspaces for Education and completing 
work online. A revision book, endorsed by the examination board, will be used to 
support learning and as an aid to examination preparation. Pupils may wish to 
install additional software on a home PC to support learning of the practical 
elements outside of lesson time which can be highly beneficial. Further details 
can be obtained from the teacher. Each pupil is still required from time to time to 
use stationery when working offline. 

 
How do we measure progress? 
Progress is measured through the assessment of classwork, part two work and 
other projects. Developmental feedback is given both verbally and through the 
marking of work. Progress is tracked within the department to ensure each pupil 
is making the expected amount of progress. 

 
How can parents help? 
Parents can assist by encouraging their child to share with them the work they 
complete in class and at home. In particular, they should always know what 
needs to be done in order to improve their work. Since the majority of work 
completed is online, access should never be a problem. 

 
For further information please contact: 
Mr André Boulton - anb@clairescourt.net 

mailto:anb@clairescourt.net


Mathematics - Higher 
● Exam board: Edexcel 
● Specification code: 4MA1 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

We will follow the IGCSE Mathematics course at higher tier, studying topics on 
number, algebra, geometry and statistics. This qualification consists of two 
externally assessed papers; 1H and 2H, and pupils will be entered at a higher 
tier which is targeted at grades in the range 9 to 4. Pupils may also study 
extension topics not covered by the IGCSE Maths syllabus to help prepare them 
for A Level Mathematics or other relevant qualifications. 

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES (AOS) 
• A01(57 - 63%): Demonstrate knowledge, understanding and skills in 

number and algebra: numbers and calculations; solving numerical 
problems; equations, formulae and identities; sequences, functions and 
graphs 

• A02 (22 - 28%): Demonstrate knowledge, understanding and skills in 
shape, space and measures: geometry; and transformation geometry 

• A03 (12 - 18%): Demonstrate knowledge, understanding and skills in 
handling data: statistics and probability. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHAT WILL PUPILS STUDY AND LEARN? 



Autumn 
term 2025 

Constructions 

• Complete constructions of lines and angles 

 
Histograms 

● Construct and interpret histograms 
 
Vectors 

• Vector notation 
• Add, subtract and multiply vectors 
• Magnitude 
• Vector methods for geometric proof 

 
Quadratics review 

• Expanding brackets 
• Factorising 
• Solving quadratic equations 
• Quadratic inequalities 

 

Algebraic fractions and proof 
• Manipulate algebraic fractions 
• Use algebra to construct proofs 

 

Function notation 
• Domain and range 
• Composite functions 
• Inverse functions 

 

Graphs 
• Quadratic 
• Cubic and Reciprocal 
• Trigonometric graphs 

 
 

Spring term 

2026 
Simultaneous Equations (one linear, one 

non-linear) 
• Graphical 
• Algebraic 

 
Further Circle Theorems 



• Applying multiple theorems to solve a problem 
 

Pythagoras & Trigonometry 
• Using sine and cosine rules with bearings 
• Calculating with trigonometry and pythagoras in 3D 

 

Surds 
• Rationalising the denominator 

 

Further Probability 
• Solving algebraic probability problems 

 

Revision 
• Applications in solving a wide variety of questions 
• Enrichment programme 

Summer 
term 2026 

Revision 
IGCSE exam 

 

HOW WILL PUPILS LEARN? 

As Mathematics is a developmental subject, we revisit the same topics at 
several points in the curriculum. This spiral approach to teaching and learning 
allows our pupils to develop mastery of key mathematical concepts, as well as 
how to recognise and use these in problem solving contexts. 
 
MASTERY 
Year 11 is the culmination of 5 years of secondary Mathematics, where pupils learn 
how to apply their skills to more complex problems. Our 60 minute lessons with our 
pupils are key to mastery. We aim to  provide the ‘goldilocks’ level of challenge 
through daily, weekly and fortnightly review, careful questioning, modelling and 
scaffolding and guided and independent practice. Having been carefully guided over 
the years, our pupils are now equipped with the independent study skills necessary to 
revise for external exams.  

 
HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 

There will be one homework task each week and this can be in written form or 
completed online. 

 
WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE USED? 
We will use the Chris Pearce Edexcel International GCSE textbook and pupils 
are expected to bring this, a pen, pencil, ruler, protractor, a pair of compasses 
and a scientific calculator (Casio  fx-83GTCW) to every lesson. pupils should 
make good use of their Google Classroom area which, as well as being used to 
set homework, is a rich source of information including revision booklets and 
past papers. This Classroom is a fluid resource that is updated across the year 
in a way that helps pupils plan their revision and develop independent study 
skills. 



 
HOW DO WE MEASURE PROGRESS? 
We informally monitor progress and understanding through questioning 
and classwork in each lesson. Formally, in order to monitor performance, 
each pupil will sit mock examinations in the Autumn term. They will have 
the chance to go over test papers, in order to assess what went well and to 
help develop strategies for improvement. Test scripts are then sent home 
so that parents are kept informed of progress. If we feel that a pupil is 
falling short of their expected grades we will inform their parents so we can 
plan and implement a course of action for support. 

 

HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 

We would ask parents to encourage regular revision to ensure pupils don’t forget 
what they have learned. We encourage 15 minutes every day, with more built into 
a revision timetable in the run up to exams. In addition to the materials provided 
on Google Classroom we suggest parents purchase the following revision aids 
from CGP. 
GCSE Maths Exam Practice Workbook Foundation 9-1 course (ISBN: 
9781782943990) 

         IGCSE Maths 9-1 Revision Question Cards (ISBN: 9781789084061) 
 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
 
 

Mrs Rachel Barnes - rlb@clairescourt.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:rlb@clairescourt.net


 
Mathematics – Certificate in Further Maths 
 
 

● Exam board: AQA 

● Specification code: 8365 

Course structure 
This qualification is extended to pupils who are confident with the IGCSE material by 
covering the topics on the IGCSE course in greater depth and breadth.  Calculus, 
trigonometry, functions and graphs are all covered in further detail and there is very 
little ‘new’ material. The ‘new’ material is covered towards the end of Year 11, from 
January onwards.  

 
pupils in set 1 who are identified as ‘on target’ for a grade 8 or 9 in the IGCSE will be 
invited to complete some additional work towards this qualification. Entrance for the 
examination is not compulsory for any student and decisions about whether pupils are 
entered are made after discussions with pupils and parents in Year 11. 

Assessment objectives (AOs) 
● AO1: Recall and use knowledge of the prescribed content for routine and 

multi-step procedures  
● AO2: Apply mathematical reasoning, skills and knowledge to solve 

mathematical problems including rigorous justification and formal proof. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What will pupils study and learn? 



Autumn 
2025 and 
Spring 
terms 
2026 

Number 

• Product rule for counting 

 
Algebra 

• Binomial theorem (Pascal’s triangle) 
• Factor theorem 
• Simultaneous equations (three equations) 
• Quadratic sequences 
• Equation of a circle 

 
Calculus 

• Equation of a tangent/normal 
• Maxima/minima of curves 
• Increasing and decreasing functions 

 
Matrices 

• Calculations and transformations 
 
Trigonometry 

• Exact trigonometric values 
• Solving trigonometric equations 
• Trigonometric identities 

 
 
 

 
Summer 
term 2026 

Certificate in Further Maths exam 

 

What resources will be used? 
pupils use the AQA Level 2 Certificate Further Maths Complete Study and 
Practice (5-9)textbook by Trevor Senior. 
 
For further information please contact: 
Mrs Rachel Barnes - rlb@clairescourt.net 

mailto:rlb@clairescourt.net


Mathematics - foundation 
 

• Exam board: Edexcel 
• Specification code: 4MA1 

 
COURSE STRUCTURE 
We will follow the IGCSE Mathematics course A, foundation tier, studying topics 
on number, algebra, geometry and statistics. This qualification consists of two 
externally assessed papers, 1F and 2F, and pupils will be entered at foundation 
tier which is targeted at grades in the range 5 to 1. Pupils may also study 
extension topics from the higher tier. 

 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES (AOS) 

• A01 (57 - 63%): Demonstrate knowledge, understanding and skills in 
number and algebra: numbers and calculations; solving numerical 
problems; equations, formulae and identities; sequences, functions and 
graphs 

• A02(22 - 28%): Demonstrate knowledge, understanding and skills in 
shape, space and measures: geometry; and transformation geometry 

• A03 (12 - 18%): Demonstrate knowledge, understanding and skills in 
handling data: statistics and probability. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHAT WILL PUPILS STUDY AND LEARN? 



Autumn 
term 2025 

Geometry Skills  
• Identify and use correct terminology for parts of the 

circle 
• Construct with triangles, sides and angles 
• Calculate the area and circumference of a circle, as 

well as perimeters of 2D shapes involving circles 
• Solve area and perimeter problems  

 
Quadratics 

• Plotting quadratic graphs 
• Factorise a single bracket 
• Factorising quadratics into double brackets 
• Solve quadratics using factorising 
• Solve quadratics that require rearrangement 

 
Probability 

• Probability scale 
• Venn diagrams 
• Systematic listing 
• Complement 
• Addition rule for mutually exclusive events 
• Expected frequency. 

 
Similarity and congruence in 2D 

• Recognise similar and congruent shapes 
• Calculate missing sides in similar shapes. 

 
Simultaneous equations 

• Calculate the exact solution of two 
simultaneous equations in two 
unknowns. 

 
 



 
Spring term 
2026 

Geometry Review 
● Review of angles in polygons 
● Use angles in parallel lines and bearings 
● Calculate the volume and surface area of prisms and 

cylinders 
● Reviewing pythagoras and trigonometry 

 
Set language, notation and Venn diagrams 

• Sets 
• Set notation 
• The complement of a set 
• Venn Diagrams 
• Probabilities from Venn Diagrams. 

 
Algebra Review 

● Solving Equations 
● Changing the subject 
● Sequences 
● Index laws 
● Straight line graphs 
● Simultaneous Equations 

 
Percentages Review 

● Increase and decrease 
● Percentage change 
● Reverse percentages 
● Compound problems 

 
Inequalities 

● Representing inequalities on a number line 
● Solving inequalities 
● Shading a region using inequalities 

 
Transformations 

• Line and rotational symmetry 
• Translation 
• Reflection 
• Rotation 
• Enlargement 

 
Revision 
Pupils will review and consolidate previous learning 
and work on exam technique. 

Summer 
term 2026 

Revision 
IGCSE EXAM 

 

HOW WILL PUPILS LEARN? 

As Mathematics is a developmental subject, we revisit the same topics at 
several points in the curriculum. This spiral approach to teaching and learning 



allows our pupils to develop mastery of key mathematical concepts, as well as 
how to recognise and use these in problem solving contexts. 
 
MASTERY 
Year 11 is the culmination of 5 years of secondary Mathematics, where pupils learn 
how to apply their skills to more complex problems. Our 60 minute lessons with our 
pupils are key to mastery. We aim to  provide the ‘goldilocks’ level of challenge 
through daily, weekly and fortnightly review, careful questioning, modelling and 
scaffolding and guided and independent practice. Having been carefully guided over 
the years, our pupils are now equipped with the independent study skills necessary to 
revise for external exams.  

 
HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 

There will be one homework task each week and this can be in written form or 
completed online. 

 
WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE USED? 

We will use the Chris Pearce Edexcel International GCSE textbook and pupils 
are expected to bring this, a pen, pencil, ruler, protractor, a pair of compasses 
and a scientific calculator (Casio fx-83GTCW) to every lesson. pupils should 
make good use of their Google Classroom area which, as well as being used to 
set homework, is a rich source of information including revision booklets and 
past papers. This Classroom is a fluid resource that is updated across the year 
in a way that helps pupils plan their revision and develop independent study 
skills. 

 
HOW DO WE MEASURE PROGRESS? 

We informally monitor progress and understanding through questioning 
and classwork in each lesson. Formally, in order to monitor performance, 
each pupil will sit mock examinations in the Autumn term. They will have 
the chance to go over test papers, in order to assess what went well and to 
help develop strategies for improvement. Test scripts are then sent home 
so that parents are kept informed of progress. If we feel that a pupil is 
falling short of their expected grades we will inform their parents so we can 
plan and implement a course of action for support. 

 
HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 

We would ask parents to encourage regular revision to ensure pupils don’t forget 
what they have learned. We encourage 15 minutes every day, with more built into 
a revision timetable in the run up to exams. In addition to the materials provided 
on Google Classroom we suggest parents purchase the following revision aids 
from CGP. 
GCSE Maths Exam Practice Workbook Foundation 9-1 course (ISBN: 
9781782943990) 

         IGCSE Maths 9-1 Revision Question Cards (ISBN: 9781789084061) 
 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
 
 



 
Mrs Rachel Barnes - rlb@clairescourt.net 

mailto:rlb@clairescourt.net


Modern Foreign Languages: French 
● Exam board: AQA 
● Specification code: 8652 

 
COURSE STRUCTURE 
The course is examined at the end of two years in the four skill areas of listening, 
speaking, reading and writing. GCSE French has a Foundation Tier (grades 1 to 5) 
and a Higher Tier (grades 4 to 9), and all four skills must be taken at the same tier 
in the same series. 
 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES (AOS)  

• AO1: understand and respond to spoken language in speaking and in writing 
• AO2: understand and respond to written language in speaking and in writing 
• AO3: demonstrate understanding and accurate application of the grammar 

and vocabulary prescribed in the specification 
 
WHAT WILL PUPILS STUDY AND LEARN? 
Autumn Term  
2025 

Module 6: Notre planète 
● Geography and climate 
● Francophone countries 
● Protecting the environment and new technologies 

Grammar:  
● Passive voice, present participle and infinitive structures 

Module 7 Mon petit monde à moi 
● Town and region 
● Directions and shopping 
● Ideal home 

Grammar:  
● Si clauses, use of depuis and pronouns 

Spring Term 
2026 

Module 8 Mes projets d’avenir 
● Future plans and hopes 
● Celebrities and influencers 
● Future career paths 

Grammar: 
● Consolidation of tenses 
● Complex past and future structures 

Summer Term 
2026 

Structured revision programme and tests on ALL parts of 
the topics covered in the two years of French Y10 and Y11, 
prior to the final GCSE exams. 

 
HOW WILL PUPILS LEARN? 
Pupils will have two one-hour lessons each week. The language is taught through 
the four key skill areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing, using a highly 
communicative approach. Pupils are encouraged to use as much French as possible 
in class in order to improve speaking and listening skills.  
Lessons will often incorporate a variety of interactive and digital media and we will 
also use online learning resources to reinforce vocabulary. The websites we use in 
school are made available to pupils so that they can continue or extend their own 
learning at home. 



 
 
 
MASTERY  
To master a language, teachers use various methods. Students engage by making 
connections, exploring new cultures, and embracing curiosity and resilience. We 
create an environment where mistakes are valued and learning is relatable. 
Teachers prompt understanding through questioning, reflection, and feedback. 
Students practise both spoken and written language, while also developing reading 
and listening skills. Regular vocabulary and grammar practice aids comprehension 
and language manipulation. Diverse activities and resources, including games, 
songs, and videos, enhance enjoyment and motivation. The curriculum ensures 
repeated exposure to key themes across stages. 
 
HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
Homework will be set every week and will often take the form of vocabulary 
learning and/or comprehension or consolidation exercises related to the topic or 
grammar studied in class. 
 
WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE USED? 
Each pupil will be issued with an AQA GCSE French textbook. In addition, it is a 
good idea for pupils to have a dedicated vocabulary book.  
Written work will be done in exercise books or online. Pupils are expected to bring 
all books to all lessons and to file any worksheets in a neat and organised fashion. 
Pupils will also have access to the digital content of the course through ActiveLearn, 
which accompanies the course book. 
 
HOW DO WE MEASURE PROGRESS? 
Progress is measured through regular GCSE standard assessment and through the 
close scrutiny of exercise books. 
 
HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Parents can support their child’s learning in French by ensuring that all homework is 
completed on time and to a good standard. It is also beneficial if parents can 
involve themselves in the learning and retention of vocabulary by, for example, 
regular quizzing. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:  
Ms Eva Urzaiz - emu@clairescourt.net  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:emu@clairescourt.net


 
 
 
 

 
Modern Foreign Languages: German 

• Exam board: AQA 
• Specification code: 8662 

 
COURSE STRUCTURE 

The course is examined at the end of two years in the four skill areas of 
listening, speaking, reading and writing. GCSE German has a Foundation Tier 
(grades 1 to 5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4 to 9), and all four skills must be 
taken at the same tier in the same series. 

 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES (AOS)  

• AO1: understand and respond to spoken language in speaking and in 
writing 

• AO2: understand and respond to written language in speaking and in 
writing 

• AO3: demonstrate understanding and accurate application of the 
grammar and vocabulary prescribed in the specification 

 
 

What will pupils study and learn? 
 

Autumn 
term 
2025 

Wo wohnst du? 
• Learning key facts about German speaking 

countries 
• Describing where you live, transport in your area, 

shopping facilities and your ideal place to live 
• Revising the superlative, prepositions followed 

by the dative and accusative case, the 
imperfect and conditional 

Wohin fährst du in Urlaub? 
• Learning about German speaking travel 

destinations 
• Describing different holiday destinations, 

accommodation, problems, a past holiday, future 
and ideal holidays 

• Revising question words, possessive and 
demonstrative adjectives, future and past tense 
 



Lent term 
2026 

Wie kannst du die Welt verbessern? 
• Learning about activism in German speaking 

countries 
• Discussing environmental issues and personal 

responsibilities 
• Discussing social issues such as alcoholism, drug 

addiction and the refugee crisis 
• Using phrases of argument and disagreement; 

revising different time frames, modal verbs and 
prepositions  

Wie sieht die Zukunft aus? 
• Learning about military and civilian service 
• Discussing future careers, jobs you would like, 

your characteristics and skills, gap years and 
hopes for the future 

• Revising constructions with ‘zu’, the conditional 
and future subjunctive and subordinate 
conjunctions 

 
Summer 
term 
2026 

Structured revision programme and tests on ALL parts 
of the topics covered in the two years of German Y10 
and Y11, prior to the final GCSE exams. 

 
How will pupils learn? 
Students will have two one hour lessons each week. The language is 
taught through the four key skill areas of speaking, listening, reading 
and writing, using a highly communicative approach. Students are 
encouraged to use as much German as possible in class in order to 
improve speaking and listening skills. 
 
All lessons rely on significant use of a variety of interactive and digital 
media and we also use online learning resources such as 
Languagesonline, Memrise, Quizlet and BBC GCSE Bitesize to reinforce 
vocabulary. The websites we use in school are also made available to 
students so that they can continue or extend their own learning at 
home. 
 
MASTERY  
To master a language, teachers use various methods. pupils engage by 
making connections, exploring new cultures, and embracing curiosity and 
resilience. We create an environment where mistakes are valued and 
learning is relatable. Teachers prompt understanding through questioning, 
reflection, and feedback. Students practise both spoken and written 
language, while also developing reading and listening skills. Regular 
vocabulary and grammar practice aids comprehension and language 
manipulation. Diverse activities and resources, including games, songs, and 
videos, enhance enjoyment and motivation. The curriculum ensures 
repeated exposure to key themes across stages. 

 
How will homework be assigned? 

https://www.languagesonline.org.uk/Hotpotatoes/index.html
https://www.memrise.com/
https://quizlet.com/en-gb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z98jmp3


Students will be set a weekly vocabulary learning task and a reading 
or writing consolidation task related to the topic or grammar studied 
in class.They are expected to spend at least 30 minutes on each 
homework task. 

 
In addition to the work set, students are encouraged to extend and 
refresh vocabulary on a daily basis by visiting one of the websites 
mentioned above or by listening to German radio or watching short 
videos in German online. It is a good idea to try and practise ten 
minutes of German a day, little and often is the key to success. 

 
What resources will be used? 
We will continue to use the ‘AQA GCSE German’ textbook. Students 
are expected to bring their chromebook and all resource books to 
lessons and keep worksheets in a neat and organised fashion. 

 
How do we measure progress? 
Progress is measured through regular GCSE standard assessment and 
through the close scrutiny of exercise books.  

  
How can parents help? 
Parents can support the learning of German by ensuring that all 
homework is completed on time and to a good standard. It is also 
beneficial if parents can involve themselves in the learning and 
retention of vocabulary by, for example, testing or going through the 
list of words. 
 
For further information please contact: 
Mrs Annette Denton - ahd@clairescourt.net 

mailto:ahd@clairescourt.net


Modern Foreign Languages: Spanish 
● Exam board: AQA 
● Specification code: 8692 

 
COURSE STRUCTURE 

The course is examined at the end of two years in the four skill areas of 
listening, speaking, reading and writing. GCSE Spanish has a Foundation Tier 
(grades 1 to 5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4 to 9), and all four skills must be 
taken at the same tier in the same series. 

 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES (AOS)  
AO1: understand and respond to spoken language in speaking and in writing 
AO2: understand and respond to written language in speaking and in writing 
AO3: demonstrate understanding and accurate application of the grammar and 
vocabulary prescribed in the specification 

 
WHAT WILL PUPILS STUDY AND LEARN? 
Autumn 
term 2025 

Theme one - Identity and culture 
Las costumbres 

• Pupils will learn about the gastronomy of Spanish- 
speaking countries and a range of festivals across 
the Hispanic world 

• Pupils will learn how to use or avoid using the passive 
and will use a range of tenses to communicate. 

• Talking about illnesses and injuries, and asking for 
help in the pharmacy 

• Pupils will revise how to order food in a restaurant 
and how to give and justify your opinions. 

Spring term 
2026 

Theme three - Future study and employment 
Mis planes para el futuro 

• Talking about different jobs and describing 
work experience 

• Discussing the importance of learning languages 
• Talking about summer jobs and gap years 
• Pupils will revise the different ways to express future 

plans as well as other verb tenses. 
Theme two - Local, national, international and global 
areas of interest 
El medioambiente 

• Talking about the environment and considering 
global issues 

• Talking about natural disasters and local actions 
• Pupils will revise the topic of health and discuss 

healthy lifestyles and international sporting events 
• Pupils will be introduced to the present subjunctive. 



Summer 
term 2026 

Structured revision programme and tests on ALL parts of the 
topics covered in the two years of Spanish Y10 and Y11, 
prior to the final GCSE exams. 

 

HOW WILL PUPILS LEARN? 

Pupils will have two one hour lessons per week. The language is taught through 
the four key skill areas of speaking, listening, reading and writing, using a highly 
communicative approach. Pupils will be encouraged to use as much Spanish as 
possible in class in order to improve speaking and listening skills. All lessons rely 
on significant use of a variety of interactive and digital media and we also use 
online learning resources to reinforce vocabulary. The websites we use in school 
are also made available to pupils so that they can continue or extend their own 
learning at home. 
 
MASTERY  
To master a language, teachers use various methods. pupils engage by making 
connections, exploring new cultures, and embracing curiosity and resilience. We 
create an environment where mistakes are valued and learning is relatable. 
Teachers prompt understanding through questioning, reflection, and feedback. 
pupils practise both spoken and written language, while also developing reading 
and listening skills. Regular vocabulary and grammar practice aids comprehension 
and language manipulation. Diverse activities and resources, including games, 
songs, and videos, enhance enjoyment and motivation. The curriculum ensures 
repeated exposure to key themes across stages. 

 
HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 

Homework will be set every lesson and will take the form of vocabulary 
learning, consolidation exercises related to the topic or the grammar studied 
or comprehension tasks. 

 
WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE USED? 

We will continue to use the ‘Viva AQA GCSE Spanish’ textbook as well as the ‘AQA 
GCSE Spanish Grammar and Translation’ workbook. Pupils will also have a 
dedicated vocabulary book. Written work will be done online and in exercise 
books, which the pupils’ are expected to bring to all lessons and in which they 
should keep worksheets in a neat and organised fashion, and in the grammar 
workbook. Pupils will also have access to the digital content of the course 
available through ActiveLearn, which accompanies the course book. 



       HOW DO WE MEASURE PROGRESS? 

Progress is measured through regular GCSE standard assessment and through 
the close scrutiny of exercise books.  

 
HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 

Parents can support their daughters’s learning in Spanish by ensuring that all 
homework is completed on time and to a good standard. It is also beneficial if 
parents can involve themselves in the learning and retention of vocabulary by, for 
example, testing or going through the list of words. 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
Ms Eva Urzaiz - emu@clairescourt.net 

mailto:emu@clairescourt.net


Music 
• Exam board: AQA 
• Specification code: 8271 

 
COURSE STRUCTURE 

• Component one: Understanding music - the exam is a one and half 
hour listening paper (worth 40% of the final mark) 

• Component two: Performing music - one solo and one ensemble 
piece is prepared either live or via production (worth 30% of the final 
mark) 

• Component three: Composing music - composition one, composition to a 
brief, and composition two, free composition. 

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES (AOS) 

• Perform with technical control, expression and interpretation 
• Compose and develop musical ideas with technical control and coherence 
• Allow you to demonstrate and apply musical knowledge 
• Be able to develop appraising skills to make evaluative and critical 

judgements about music. 
 

WHAT WILL PUPILS STUDY AND LEARN? 
Autumn 
term 2025 

Component one: Understanding music 

Western Classical tradition since 1910. We will study a 
range of music from the genre, learning key words and 
musical terminology. 
Component two: Performance 
Pupils will continue lessons on their chosen instrument or 
voice with particular focus on chosen pieces for solo and 
ensemble performance. Practice recordings and/or final 
recordings may be completed during this time. 
Component three: Composition 

Continue with, and complete work on the individual ‘free’ 
composition task and start planning the composition to a 
brief announced by AQA. 

Spring term 
2026 

Component one: Understanding music 

Revision of the different areas of study, including the 
set works. 
Component two: Performance 

Pupils will continue lessons on their chosen instrument or 
voice, with particular focus on chosen pieces for solo and 
ensemble performance. Final recordings will be completed 
during this time. 
Component three: Composition 
Complete work on composition to a brief. Both compositions 
will be finalised and submitted for assessment. 



Summer 
term 2026 

Component one: Understanding music 
Final preparation for the Listening component.  
Component two: Performance  
Work on this component will be complete. 
Component three: Composition 
Work on this component will be complete. 

 

MASTERY 

Musical mastery is the constant pursuit of creativity and brilliance derived from a 
combination of passion, persistence, determination and a desire to learn and improve.  
Linking very closely with Claires Court Essentials, learning from mistakes, drawing 
satisfaction from incremental improvements and marginal gains are highly 
desirable traits in an inclusive practical context. While starting points and learning 
goals for tasks may be very much tangible, outcomes are often highly dependent 
upon prior experience, personal interpretation and individual motivation. This 
open-endedness leads to a great variety of outcomes and vast opportunities for 
peer- and individually-led learning. 

 

HOW WILL PUPILS LEARN? 

There are two lessons per week. One lesson per week will focus on component 
one, the listening paper and one lesson will focus on component three, 
composition. 

 
The component one listening paper consists of two parts, questions on a series 
of unknown pieces and questions related to two set works. Pupils will undertake 
lessons covering both musical theory and spend time analysing the set works. 

 
In composition lessons, each pupil will work individually to compose a piece of 
music with general support from the teacher. Research will be undertaken of 
other pieces of music that the pupil might wish to emulate and they will analyse 
how these are constructed. Pupils will use the medium in which they are most 
comfortable, their own instruments or sequencing software. 

 
HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 

This will consist of learning key vocabulary, answering questions based on 
musical examples and preparing solo and group items for the performance 
module. It is also expected that pupils research and prepare ideas for their 
compositions at home and bring these notes to the lessons. This is vital so that 
faster progress can be made. 

 
WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE USED? 

Pupils will use a range of instruments from the MIDI keyboard and music 
sequencing software such as Logic Pro, Sibelius and Musescore to classroom 
percussion, their voices and instruments. Professional recording equipment 
including condenser microphones and audio units will be available for use in 
compositional and performance work. 

 



HOW DO WE MEASURE PROGRESS? 

Component one: Regular homework is given based on exam questions and 
the results will help gauge progress. A mock paper is given in January. 

 
Component two: Instrumental teachers work together with the class teacher to 
ensure that performances are ready and of a sufficient standard. Or, if 
performance by production is undertaken, the class teacher will work with the 
pupil during after school Music Tech or Theory club. 

 
Component three: Verbal feedback is given to help guide the compositional process. 

 
HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
We ask that parents actively encourage their child to participate in musical activity. 
As well as a significant and varied extracurricular offer, lessons on a range of 
instruments (including voice) are provided on-site by a committed team of 
peripatetic music teachers. Musical progress is best supported through encouraging 
a positive attitude to learning and commitment to a regular practice routine. 
Maintaining an open dialogue with instrumental teachers can also be key to 
maximising the effectiveness of this provision. 
 
Rise to the challenge to perform at every available opportunity; whether at school 
in assembly, in a music centre, at church, in a local group, or just in front of family 
and friends. 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 

 
Mr Daniel Gravett - dng@clairescourt.net 

mailto:dng@clairescourt.net


 



Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 

 (PSHEE) 

Pupils will follow the Jigsaw PSHEE programme which is a whole school 
approach to PSHEE/Health and Well-Being, including statutory RSE (England 
DfE 2019).  Every year group studies the same learning theme at the same 
time, spiralling the learning up through the age groups. 

There are 4 half-term units in Year 11: 
 

● Being Me In My World 
● Careers - Unifrog 
● Healthy Me 
● Relationships 

 
 
Each unit has a Big Question, encouraging a philosophical approach as well as 
providing a focus to be reflected upon as the topic progresses. 
 
Claires Court also uses Unifrog to support pupils with their careers choices.  
Unifrog is a one-stop-shop where pupils can easily explore their interests, then 
find and successfully apply for their next best step after school.  
 
 
WHAT WILL PUPILS STUDY AND LEARN? 
 

AUTUMN 
TERM 
2025 

Being Me In My World 
● Are we in the adult world at 16? 

SPRING 
TERM 
2026 

Careers - Unifrog 
● What are my Post 16 Choices? How much do I 

know about Apprenticeships?  
Healthy Me 

● Should relationships, sex and sexual healthy be discussed 
more openly? 

SUMMER 
TERM 
2026 

Relationships 
● Is it possible to stay true to yourself and be in healthy 

relationships? 

 
 
 
 
Working with Boys 
 
Working with Boys is a programme designed to promote  a culture of ‘Gentle 
Masculinity’ among the boys. It is designed to support boys in being the best that they 
can be and create a culture of mutual respect in school. 
 



A core component of the programme is an understanding of ‘Mutual Respect’. This is 
fundamental as we encourage boys to respect everyone they interact with, including 
their peers, teachers and, for boys, females. This links in to understanding the dangers 
of misogyny and why it cannot be accepted in school or society. Y7, 8 & 9 work on the 
‘Man Box’, investigating toxic masculinity. This was initially championed with workshops 
led by Matt Pinkett. 
The Man Box - Redefining Masculinity at CC 
 
Further work has been developed with the campaign of ‘Come off it, mate’, allowing 
boys to have the courage to call out their peers if they witness unacceptable behaviour, 
notably disrespect of misogynistic behaviour.  
Come off it, Mate 
 
HOW WILL PUPILS LEARN? 
Pupils are taught in their tutor groups. Tutors will follow the Jigsaw scheme that 
covers all the outcomes in the DfE statutory Relationships, Sex and Health 
Education (England 2019) and all the outcomes in the PSHE Association 
Programmes of Study (2020). The approach starts from the assumption that 
young people want to know this information and are keen to have the 
opportunity to explore it and their own thoughts and feelings about it in a safe 
environment. 
 
The programme expects pupil engagement and takes an inclusive and mature 
approach to the subject.  We do not skirt around the issues young people need to 
know about in order to keep themselves safe and make well-informed choices.  
Some issues could be considered sensitive, so teachers will be vigilant to signs of 
any pupil needing pastoral support should any of the lessons be particularly 
pertinent or raw for anyone. 

 
HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
No homework is set in this subject however pupils are encouraged to discuss 
topics at home to further their understanding. 
 
WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE USED? 

• Presentations, worksheets and videos will be used by the form tutor 
• External speakers are also invited in to support some of the topics covered. 

 
HOW DO WE MEASURE PROGRESS? 
Starting points are observed and the programme encourages self-reflection towards 
the end of each unit and includes a ‘workbook’ of summative assessment tasks in 
lesson 6 of each unit.   
 
HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Please read the Jigsaw ‘A brief guide’ leaflet  
 
Please take time to discuss social, political and other issues in the news. 
Encourage your child to use a variety of media to make themself aware of the 
issues in the world such as newspapers, TV and radio news and blogs. 
 
The school’s major events are listed in the school calendar. Parents are invited to 
take part in the corporate life of the school as much as possible, by attending 
these functions. By encouraging your child to take part in events you are helping 
to foster loyalty and respect among the pupils in their school. You would also be 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1fWcu84Mtv_tJy8bFFVxrW_UUm-E7JtqAYxkQa5lOP9w/edit#slide=id.g2ba3d8610b3_2_20
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FyVnky6mORKL308RYOFOBLdFv_NIEGMZSy6cb2-i66s/edit#slide=id.p1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dqls5_TKigDO7LZ4L6_I1kgQLZkYnVjf/view?usp=sharing


supporting the school's sense of community. 
 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
Your child’s form tutor is the first point of contact 
Head of Year 11 @ CCSG: Mr Chris Bennett - cmb@clairescourt.net 
Head of Year 11 @ CCSB: Miss Sadia Mirza - sam@clairescourt.net   
 
 

mailto:cmb@clairescourt.net
mailto:sam@clairescourt.net


Physical Education (PE) 
• Exam board: OCR 
• Specification code: J587 

 
COURSE STRUCTURE 
The PE course is a 60% theoretical and 40% practical performance/analysing 
and evaluating performance split and is set up as follows: 

 
COURSE CONTENT- 

Physical factors affecting performance 

(One hour theoretical paper worth 30%) 
● Applied anatomy and physiology 
● Physical training 

 
Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology 
(One hour theoretical paper worth 30%) 

● Socio-cultural influences 
● Sports psychology 
● Health, fitness and well-being 

 
Performance in Physical Education 

(Non-examined assessment/coursework 40%). 
● Practical activity assessment 
● Analysing and evaluating performance 

 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES (AOS) 
Pupils will: 

● Demonstrate and apply knowledge and understanding of the factors 
that underpin performance and involvement in physical activity and 
sport 

● Analyse and evaluate the factors that underpin performance 
and involvement in physical activity and sport 

● Demonstrate and apply relevant skills and techniques in physical 
activity and sport 

● Analyse and evaluate performance. 
 

Pupils must show performances in three activities taken from the two approved lists: 
● One from the ‘individual’ list 
● One from the ‘team’ list 
● One other from either list. 

 
WHAT WILL PUPILS STUDY AND LEARN? 
Autumn 
term 2025 

● Analysing and 
evaluating 
performance (AEP) - 
Non-exam assessment 
component 

● Structure and function 

● Analysing and 
evaluating 
performance (AEP) - 
Non-exam assessment 
component 

● Commercialisation of 



of the respiratory and 
cardiovascular systems 

● Effects of exercise on 
body systems 

 

physical activity and sport 
● Ethical and socio-cultural 

issues 

Lent term 
2026 

● Revision and consolidation work 
● Practice Practical Moderation  

 

Summer 
term 
2026 

● Practical moderation 
● Revision and consolidation work 

 

HOW WILL PUPILS LEARN? 

Pupils will have one theory lesson and one practical lesson per week. During the 
theory lessons we will study PE in an academic setting, allowing us to critically 
analyse and evaluate physical performance and apply experience of practical 
activities in developing knowledge and understanding of the subject. The 
practical sessions will allow learners to explore a range of activities in the role of 
performer, including both team and individual activities. Pupils will also analyse 
and evaluate performance in a chosen activity as part of their non-examined 
assessment (NEA). 

 
Mastery 
Physical Education will aim to ensure that all pupils have mastered key concepts before 
moving on to the next topic. This is through regular topic testing and practical 
assessments. The GCSe curriculum has carefully sequenced topics so that pupils 
gradually build on foundational knowledge. Time allocated to GCSE PE means that 
teachers have flexibility to spend as much time as they need on any particular topic. 

 
HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 

Homework will be assigned once a week or once every two weeks to help 
reinforce or expand on theory topics taught during the week. Practical 
performance is also an important requirement of the course and it is necessary 
to hone one’s skills to the highest realistic level through attendance at the 
specific extra-curricular activities. 

 
WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE USED? 

Pupils will be given two GCSE textbooks ‘OCR GCSE Physical Education’ by 
Matthew Hunter and ‘My Revision Notes OCR GCSE 9(-1) PE’, second edition by 
Sarah Powell which are OCR GCSE endorsed textbooks. Each pupil will also be 
given plenty of worksheets and resources to complete during both theory and 
practical lessons. 
There will be revision aids to help prepare for examinations and pupils will be 
given access to online resources to help consolidate learning. 

 
       HOW DO WE MEASURE PROGRESS? 

There are two examinations, one hour each, at the end of Year 11. Each pupil 



will take ‘end of unit’ tests to assess progress and will do many exam practice 
questions throughout the course. All grades given will be judged using the 
OCR grade descriptors. 

 
HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 

It would be advisable for parents to become familiar with the structure of the 
course as they will find it easier to monitor their daughter’s progress. As the 
course is 40% practical, it is essential that pupils take regular part in extra- 
curricular teams and practices run at school as well as clubs externally. Pupils 
need as much practice as possible over the course of the two years in order to 
gain the most marks possible. It is recommended that your child participates in 
school sports squads (A team standard) where possible, or external clubs if their 
chosen sport is not offered on the curriculum. Please be aware that for ‘offsite’ 
activities and sports which are not conducted in school, parents will be required 
to support the collation of practical evidence in the form of video recordings.  

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE 
CONTACT:  
 
Mrs Niomi Lee nil@clairescourt.net  
Mr James Hammerton jmh@clairescourt.net 

mailto:nil@clairescourt.net
mailto:jmh@clairescourt.net


Religious Studies (RS) 
 

• Exam board: AQA A 
• Specification code: 8062 

 
COURSE STRUCTURE 

This is a two year course which is entirely assessed via two exams taken at the 
end of Year 11. Year 11 allows pupils to study four ethical and philosophical 
topics which are assessed in the second exam. 

 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES (AOS) 
The exams will measure how pupils have achieved the following 
assessment objectives: 

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and beliefs including: 
▪ Beliefs, practices and sources of authority; 
▪ Influence on individuals, communities and societies; 
▪ Similarities and differences within and/or between religions and beliefs. 

AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including their 
significance and influence. 

 
WHAT WILL PUPILS STUDY AND LEARN? 
Autumn 
term 2025 

Theme A- Relationships and families (continued) 

Pupils will study two main themes: 

• Sex, marriage and divorce. 
•  Families and gender equality.  

Theme B- Religion and life 
Pupils will study two main themes: 

• The origins and value of the universe. 
• The origins and value of human life. 

Lent term 
2026 

Theme E- Religion, crime and punishment 
Pupils will study two main themes: 

• Religion, crime and the causes of crime. 
• Religion and punishment. 

Theme F - Religion, human rights and social justice 

Pupils will study two main themes: 
● Human rights. 
● Wealth and poverty. 

Summer 
term 2026 

With the course now completed, the period before final 
exams will be spent revising the work from both Year 10 
and Year 11. In addition to revisiting the subject matter, a 
greater emphasis on exam technique will also be present 
during this period to ensure that they are well prepared for 
their final exams. 

 
HOW WILL PUPILS LEARN? 



The GCSE course covers religion and ethics. Pupils do not have to be religious to 
study this course. The ethical, moral and philosophical questions that are raised 
will be studied from several angles: religious; secular; and political. Each pupil is 
encouraged to develop skills of reflection and critical enquiry. The aim of the 
course is to allow our pupils to develop their own views and ideas from whatever 
background they come from, whilst coming to a better understanding of other 
views and beliefs. In order to do this well, pupils are required to become 
knowledgeable about different religions' responses through personal research as 
much as through classroom teaching: in essence they are guided to become 
enquirers. Much of the work is done in groups or pairs, and several pieces of 
work are completed collaboratively. Pupils are required to communicate their 
findings and views through group work, discussion and in presentations. 
Problem-solving takes place in a number of ways, for example when they apply 
knowledge of a religious view and work out how that group might respond to an 
ethical quandary. 

 
HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 
Pupils have two  lessons of 60 minutes each week. Homework is given out once 
per week and will take the form of research, revision or exam practice from the 
lesson that day. Often that homework will be assigned on Google Classroom. 
 
Mastery 
 
Religious Studies equips pupils with a heightened level of empathy for different 
beliefs and cultures. They use this knowledge to compare and contrast the views 
of others with their own world view. 

 
WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE USED? 
Pupils work in folders, with stimulus sheets given out during lessons to provide 
support. There are several textbooks for the course, which will be used in class 
and for homework tasks.  
 
HOW DO WE MEASURE PROGRESS? 
Any grades given in Year 11 do not count towards the final GCSE grade, which is 
awarded after completing two exams at the end of Year 11. However, in order to 
monitor progress, each pupil will complete four end of unit tests which will take 
the form of exam style questions and a full Mock exam. Marks for each 
assessment, effort and presentation will be entered into the mark sheets 
contained at the back of the pupil’s folder which parents will be able to see. 
There is also an assessment grid at the back of each folder which explains what 
each grade means and gives guidance on how to move up a grade. 

 
 
HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
The news is full of stories that are linked to the topics studied and the types of 
questions that pupils will be asked to consider. Parents can support their 
daughter by discussing global events around the dinner table, questions such as 
“What do you think about…?”; “What are your views on…?” are just the sort of 
questions that allow you to develop both oracy and subject knowledge. The BBC 
website has a number of excellent links for religious, ethical and moral 
exploration. 

 



FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
 
 

Ms Mandy Davis - mcd@clairescourt.net 
    

mailto:mcd@clairescourt.net


Science 
Pupils will study either GCSE Combined Science or GCSE Biology, GCSE Chemistry 
and GCSE Physics. 

 
• Exam board: Edexcel 
• Specification codes: 1SC0/1BI0,1CH0, 1PH0. 

 
COURSE STRUCTURE 
There are two routes available. The separate Science route leads to 
three GCSEs in the individual Science disciplines of Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics. Each subject can be taken at the higher tier. The combined 
Science route leads as two GCSEs which comprise all three disciplines 
and can be taken at either the higher or foundation tier; however, all 
three subjects must be taken at the same tier. 

 
For both routes, there will be two examinations in each of the Science 
disciplines at the end of Year 11. These will include questions based on a 
number of core practical investigations that will be completed during the 
course. The A level requirement of a grade 7 or above remains 
irrespective of whether this is obtained through the separate Science 
route or the combined Science route. 

 
ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES (AOS) 

● AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: scientific 
ideas; scientific techniques and procedures - 40% 

● AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of: scientific ideas; 
scientific enquiry, techniques and procedures - 40% 

● AO3: Analyse information and ideas to: interpret and evaluate; 
make judgements and draw conclusions; develop and improve 
experimental procedures - 20%. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHAT WILL PUPILS STUDY AND LEARN? 
 



Autumn 
term 2025 

Biology 
• Separate Science - animal coordination, control, 

homeostasis 
• Combined Science - animal coordination, control, 

homeostasis 

Chemistry 
• Separate Science – quantitative analysis, earth 

and atmospheric science, and hydrocarbons and 
fuels 

• Combined Science – reversible reactions and 
equilibria, fuels. 
 

Physics 
• Separate Science - particle model forces and matter 
• Combined Science - particle model forces and 

matter, energy-forces doing work, and forces and 
their effects. 

Spring term 
2026 

Biology 
• Separate science - ecosystems and material cycles, 

animal hormones, homeostasis 
• Combined science - ecosystems and material cycles 

Chemistry 
• Separate Science – alcohols and carboxylic acids, 

polymers, qualitative analysis, and bulk and surface 
properties of matter 

• Combined Science - earth and atmospheric 
science, revision. 

 
 Physics 

• Separate Science – astronomy, energy-forces doing 
work, and forces and their effects 

• Combined Science – energy-forces doing work, 
and forces and their effects. 

Summer 
term 2026 

Biology 
• Separate Science - ecosystems and material cycles, 

revision and examination techniques 
• Combined Science - Revision and examination 

techniques 
Chemistry 

• Revision and examination techniques 

Physics 
• Revision and examination techniques. 

HOW WILL PUPILS LEARN? 

All of the learning in GCSE is structured around investigation which will vary in 



nature. This could be a practical investigation which pupils will have to research, 
plan and execute. It could be a collaborative presentation, poster or model which 
groups create and present to peers after researching a topic. We encourage 
debate and discussion where more controversial topics are being addressed. Peer 
teaching forms a large part of our teaching approach as we would like our pupils 
to develop into independent and confident young scientists who have competent 
research skills. 
Chromebooks in the laboratory will be provided to give opportunity for 
research in order to inform the above mentioned learning experiences. We 
also afford each pupil the opportunity to keep abreast of exciting scientific 
developments ensuring that we look after the scientists of tomorrow. 
 
Mastery 
Pupils will continue to consolidate previous knowledge from Years 9 and 10 through  
regular integration of past paper questions. An additional layer of deeper 
understanding is nurtured through the bigger pictures in science such as The Earth and 
its Atmosphere, Matter and Materials and Organisms and their interactions with the 
Environment. Regular formative assessments are embedded to identify areas for 
support in learning. 
 

 
HOW WILL HOMEWORK BE ASSIGNED? 

There will be one piece of homework set in each of the three Sciences each 
week. This will be varied in nature and will be aimed at further consolidation 
and/or further development of taught topics. 

 
WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE USED? 

We will use a course specific textbook and revision guide along with 
Chromebooks. Our learning platform can be found on the Edexcel online 
ActiveLearn Digital Service which affords pupils the opportunity to revise 
independently throughout the year. All links to examination boards, teaching 
resources and homework can be accessed via the Claires Court ‘hub’. Lessons will 
take place in Science laboratories with appropriate scientific equipment. What 
pupils need to provide are a pen, a pencil, a rubber, a ruler, a calculator and a 
glue stick. 

 
HOW DO WE MEASURE PROGRESS? 

Investigative activities will be qualitatively assessed; at times this will take the 
form of groups presenting their findings using various Google applications. 
Quantitative assessment takes place in various ways. Exercise books are 
marked every two weeks. Progress is monitored by use of homework 
assignments and common tasks. Pupils will complete at least two common 
tasks in each Science as well as smaller formative assessments throughout the 
year. A summer examination will allow us to assess the progress each pupil has 
made through the year. Pupils are carefully tracked in terms of correlations 
between benchmarks and what they are actually achieving. 
Discussions between teacher and parent will be made as soon as the teacher 
feels insufficient progress is being made. 

 
HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 

Parents can support learning by insisting on well organised notes and a quiet 
work space at home, as well as monitoring revision programs. Taking an interest 



in topics they are studying will allow them to consolidate what they are learning 
in class. Watching scientific documentary programmes and discussing Science 
topics in the news offers opportunities to reflect on possible career options as 
well. Our ‘Science in the news’ notice board should evoke discussion around the 
dinner table as well. An outing to the various Science museums from a young 
age evokes an interest in the subject and is strongly recommended. 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 

 
 

 Miss Lydia Lowry - lil@clairescourt.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Study Skills 
The aim of the Study Skills is to enable our pupils to find out how to study and 
learn efficiently and effectively. Study skills are an important set of transferable 
life skills. 

Key points about study skills: 

Will enable a pupil to develop their own personal approach to study and 
learning in a way that meets their own individual needs. As you develop your 
study skills you will discover what works for you, and what doesn’t. 

Study skills are not subject specific - they are generic and can be used when 
studying any subject area.  

You need to practice and develop your study skills.  This will increase your 
awareness of how you study and you’ll become more confident.  Once mastered, 
study skills will be beneficial throughout your life. 

Study skills are transferable - you will take them with you beyond your 
education into new contexts. For example, organisational skills, time 
management, prioritising, learning how to analyse, problem solving, and the 
self-discipline that is required to remain motivated. These are the types of skills 
employers look for. 
 
 

mailto:lil@clairescourt.net


Year 11: 
WHAT WILL PUPILS STUDY AND LEARN? 

Preparing for GCSE examinations 
 
Getting started: 
● GCSE Subject directory: 
❖ GCSE subjects 
❖ Specifications 
❖ Checklist from each subject 
❖ Links to past papers 
❖ Key dates for NEAs 
❖ After GCSEs 
 
Revision Grid: 
 
● To plan 30 minute revision sessions for each subject as part of the 
homework 
 
 
 
Life plan: 
 
● Building a personalised timetable for out of school hours inclusive 
of extra curricular activities, sleep and down time. 
 
After mocks reflection: 
 
● Identification of areas to improve 
 
Individualised support 
 
● Revision Calendar 
 
Relaxation methods 
 
● Breathing exercises 
● Box method 
● Meditation 
 

 
 
HOW WILL PUPILS LEARN? 
Pupils will attend lessons throughout the academic year and learn through practical 
tasks, collaborative and independent activities, discussions and worked examples. 
 
MASTERY 
Independent learners require a mastery of study through discussion, modelling and 
practice. Pupils will learn the key skills to be confident and discriminatory learners 
who can effectively navigate and implement study skills to suit their individual 
requirements . Pupils will also become experts learning about how they learn by 
encouraging self-evaluation and reflection both in the study skill techniques they 
use and subsequent internal and external assessments. 
 



WHAT RESOURCES WILL BE USED? 
Pupils will be taught study skills techniques and learn what methods are the 
most effective for them to use across the curriculum. 
 
HOW DO WE MEASURE PROGRESS? 
Progress is monitored through the completion of study skills tasks and tracking of 
their internal and external assessments. 
 
HOW CAN PARENTS HELP? 
Please help your child to make the time to reflect and learn how they learn. Please 
encourage them to talk about the study skill methods that best support their 
learning and acquisition of knowledge. Please get involved in helping them to learn 
actively by asking them how they are revising, going over any resources they have 
made with them, encouraging them to get organised, plan and timetable for 
assessments. 
 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT: 
 
    Miss Sadia Mirza - sam@clairescourt.net 

mailto:sam@clairescourt.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Claires Court 
1 College Avenue, 

Maidenhead, SL6 6AW Tel: 
01628 327500 

www.clairescourt.com 

 
*This booklet is correct at the time of going to print and details may be subject to change 

07/25 

http://www.clairescourt.com/
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