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Principal’s Blog
Please read Mr Wilding’s latest blog: “"Making the ‘Magic’ happen in 2026.”

CLASS BULLETINS

Reception
Year 1

Year 2

School Closure Policy

A reminder that if school is closed due to weather conditions or any other
reason, an announcement will be posted on our website, so please check there
as your main source of information. Depending on the circumstances for the
closure we will also communicate via text message or email and separate
communications will be sent directly from Vectare regarding coach operation.

MAIDENHEAD LIONS

Ordinary people - Amazing things!

Lions Club of Maidenhead 41st Swimarathon - Braywick Leisure

Centre

Please pop along to support all the swimmers from Claires Court who are
participating in this event to raise funds for good causes in Maidenhead and also
for the Lions Club on Sunday 11 January from 12.30pm-2pm. Please find
the Just Giving Page for Juniors Page here.

Association for Families of Independent Schooling (AFIS)
Claires Court is a founding partner school for the Association for Families of

Independent Schooling (AFIS). AFIS is the only membership organisation that
brings together families who choose and value independent education in the U.K.


https://bit.ly/4jtwYGi
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BQspRaxZjrrTiVB6Ce0y5FWFjo1k9eTSetAr3kgGrlE/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R0GDlViXSY7Gg0U23verMZu505Iq7mOs8BXHSZpLbzs/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Offz-UpeWfvbZWnS4TJwvPYYkFQaNk-hOlhiiAL0SKM/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qJNHnNyg401ivbSc3qQpErEyaLZshRBGgXrs-kdUUZ0/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aiVe3wqgqE3T-wGVBOF8sAxV7Gl3-zo5JmmTvsVFoFc/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Gd9i_KRHl2saanUUaKdj9gu3P67RLrOo12IUy6dO7bQ/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xpc-j7-xpet-TM-aGQuacnaBfx-y0SGW88E4g9HhdCQ/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.justgiving.com/page/claires-court-junior-swimarathon-2026

and British international schooling. Their work supports their member families,
and the wider sector, by championing choice, fair representation, and greater
access to independent education. You can join AFIS here.

AFIS Members can save money from day one with heavily discounted prices from
local businesses, and well-known brands such as Waterstones, Clarks,
Booking.com. Also, AFIS has commissioned the University of Chichester to
conduct research investigating "what are the demographic profiles of
independent school families and why do they choose independent education for
their families?" With AFIS, Claires Court wishes to make sure as many families
as possible are allowed to contribute their views, as part of the mission to give
independent school parents a voice in the national education conversation and
provide evidence.

Claires Court Speaker Series: Josh Reynolds, MP

SPEAKER SERIES:SAVE THE DATE

DATE
06 February, 2026

TIME
6-8PM

LOCATION
College Avenue

Bar Available
PTA Cash Bar

TICKET PRICE <

Adults £5 JOSH REYNOLDS
Accompanying MP, MAIDENHEAD
children free (1:1) d

Save the Date for a unique evening with Maidenhead’s MP, Josh Reynolds!

[e will be sharing his story so far in a fireside chat hosted by his former teacher,
Mr. Richards. This is your chance to ask questions, get an insider’s view of

Parliament, and hear his vision for our local area.

Tickets are available now on the Claires Court PTA site.

Books of the Week

We're excited to launch our new Book of the Week feature, put together by Miss
Dockerill, our Head of English, and Miss Murphy, our School Librarian. Each
week, we’ll be sharing staff recommendations. This week, we have
recommendations from Mrs Ortiz, Teacher of MFL.


https://www.afis.org.uk/register
http://booking.com
https://ccpta.org.uk/products/after-dinner-speaker-series-josh-reynolds

Our Books of the Week

/ Poor Duncan just wants to colour in. But when he opens his box of crayons, he only finds letters, all saying the same
’ thing: We quit!
Beige is tired of playing second fiddle to Brown, Blue needs a break from colouring in all that water, while Pink just
wants to be used. Green has no complaints, but Orange and Yellow are no longer speaking to each other.

Why | Loved This Book

| really enjoyed reading ‘El dia que los crayones renunciaron’ which means ‘The day the crayons quit’. | think it's a 4 ' | é
[

really clever book and | love that each crayon has their own personality. | also find the reasons why the crayons |
want to ‘quit’ very funny!

PEE h{& Syms Covington has landed the job of a lifetime - cabin boy and fiddler on Charles Darwin's Beagle - but when

- he is separated from the crew during a storm, his life takes a truly extraordinary turn.
W}_‘i’_’{,"i_‘:(‘.‘%'fi Shipwrecked on a Galapagos island, he makes a discovery that could change the world - and make his fortune.
| g ] But should he share his find, or will it lead to the extinction of a legendary species?

2 :‘_ There's one person who could help, but he's busy writing a book ...

.%. 1A Why | Loved This Book

| like the combination of fact and fantasy, focusing on Darwin’s famous voyage to the Galapagos Island and the main
character’s discovery of a dragon-like creature. | find the idea of arriving on an island and looking up to see dragon-like
creatures soaring overhead terrifying!!

Tub-To-Pub 2026

Mr Wragg will once again be collecting plastic Celebrations / Heroes / Roses /
Cracker tubs to be recycled and raise funds for Macmillan Cancer Support.
Further information can be found at TUB2PUB. Last year the school collected
127 tubs which was fantastic, 52 more than the previous year and potentially
127 less tubs going to landfill. Overall the campaign collected 240,000 tubs
raising £10,916 for Macmillan. Tubs should be handed into Form Tutors or the
staff room with the final collection being 6 February 2026. It's an
environmental win-win!

Juniors Drive

We kindly ask all parents to follow our procedure for coach access on the school
drive. If you are entering from the mini roundabout by the Thicket Car Park and
a coach is leaving the site, please pull into the National Trust car park to allow
the coach to exit safely.

The ‘Bus Lane’ on the main drive is reserved for coaches only when they are
arriving or departing. During these times, please move across to the opposite
side of the drive to give them priority. At all other times, this lane may be used
as normal.

Chess Lessons

Looking to sharpen your strategy and level up your game? Mat Dydak, an
expert player, offers 1:1 chess lessons every Friday to Year 2 to Year 6
pupils! Whether you’re a beginner or a seasoned player, this is a fantastic
opportunity to boost your skills and have fun while doing it. If you'd like more
information, please contact the school office juniors@clairescourt.net.


https://www.tub2pub.co.uk/tub2pub/
mailto:juniors@clairescourt.net

