
 

27 FEBRUARY (SPRING TERM WEEK 7) 

FROM THE OFFICE 
 
Principal's Blog 
Please read the latest blog from Mr Wilding here: “The Author, The Village and the 
Paradox of Independence”  
 
LTC Announcement​
On Monday, 23 February, we announced that Claires Court has joined the LTC 
Education Group (LTCEG), the education arm of the Licensed Trade Charity. 

This partnership represents a proactive and forward-looking step, carefully planned to 
safeguard our school’s legacy and ensure that Claires Court continues to flourish for 
both current and future pupils. 

The school will retain its name, ethos and traditions, and the day-to-day life of our 
pupils remains unchanged, supported by the familiar staff and pastoral structures that 
our families value so highly. 

By joining LTCEG, we are strengthening our foundations and creating new 
opportunities for future investment in facilities, ensuring that Claires Court continues to 
thrive for generations to come. 

If you were unable to join us on Wednesday evening to hear from James Wilding, 
Principal, and Christine Cunniffe, Executive Principal, you can watch a recording of the 
event on our YouTube channel via the link here. 

Please also see the most up to date FAQ document for detailed information regarding 
the transition. If you have further questions, please direct them to 
parents@ltceducationgroup.org.uk. 

PTA Quiz Night - Friday 6 March - Book your ticket/table now! ​
Get ready for an evening of fun, laughter, and healthy competition at the Claires Court 
PTA Quiz Night on Friday, 6 March! Hosted by the fantastic Quizmasters Richards and 
O’Clee, this is the perfect chance to team up with fellow parents and friends to support 
our school. 

●​ When: 6 March 2026, 6PM – 8PM 
●​ Where: College Avenue (SL6 6AW) 
●​ Tickets: £10 per head / £100 per table 
●​ Bonus: PTA Cash Bar available 

All proceeds go directly toward PTA initiatives for our students. Spaces fill up fast, so 
grab your team and book your spot today. Book Your Tickets Here 
 

https://bit.ly/465YLY9
https://bit.ly/465YLY9
https://youtu.be/UTZY79P2iXU?si=C3oUyjjl8oAFbgSp
https://www.ltceducationgroup.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/FAQs-for-Claires-Court-Parents-PTA-Alumni-24.02.26.pdf?_gl=1*1r5gv87*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTY3NTU5MTAxLjE3NzIyMDQwNzU.*_ga_C1ET61MJF1*czE3NzIyMDQwNzQkbzEkZzEkdDE3NzIyMDQxMjgkajYkbDAkaDA.
mailto:parents@ltceducationgroup.org.uk
https://ccpta.org.uk/products/pta-quiz-night-2026
https://ccpta.org.uk/products/pta-quiz-night-2026


 
 

Junior Bake off - applications open until 15 March 
Applications are now open for the 12th series of Junior Bake Off, a Channel 4 
competition series celebrating Britain’s young baking talent! Young budding bakers 
between 9-15 years old can apply here - www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk. Applications close 
15 March, with filming taking place from July 2026. 

 

 

https://ccpta.org.uk/products/pta-quiz-night-2026
http://www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk/
http://www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk/


Claires Court SchoolTV - HIGHLY RECOMMENDED RESOURCE  
Please make use of this valuable resource - Claires Court SchoolTV - available to all our 
parents. Because parenting doesn’t come with instructions, SchoolTV is a wellbeing 
resource that can support you in the challenges relating to modern-day parenting. This 
award-winning resource helps build relationships, foster connections, enable 
understanding and break down barriers to navigate a pathway towards better mental 
health and wellbeing for young people.  
 
Rewards and Sanctions email 
You should have received an email from your son’s Form Tutor yesterday sharing 
details of any rewards and sanctions your son has received in the last seven days. If 
you did not receive this, please check in your junk/spam folder and add the tutor's 
email address to your ‘safe sender’ list.  
 
New, news, news!  
Take a look here….. https://bit.ly/40qgNjs at our fantastic media wall on the school 
website where we collate all the stories from across the school.  There are stories from 
Instagram, Facebook and Twitter plus photo albums from Flickr which can all be filtered 
by year group/activity/event.  
 
 
YEAR GROUP FORTHCOMING DATES 
 

ALL YEAR GROUPS 
Please see our website calendar for this term’s dates, which will be updated when new 
events and dates are confirmed.  
 
Non Uniform Day - Thursday 12 March 
All staff and pupils are invited to wear non uniform for a £2 donation in support of 
International Women's Day 2026 #IWD2026 #GiveToGain. IWD has been around for 
over a hundred years, as have many of the issues still impacting women’s 
advancements. Please support this cause by making a £2 donation via the Payment 
Portal (from Monday 2 March through to Friday 13 March) or in cash on the day to the 
form tutor.  

 
 
Seniors Spring Concert - Wednesday 18 March 
For those parents whose child is participating in this event please don’t forget to 
complete the Google form by Friday 13 March so we have an idea on numbers for hall 
capacity and refreshments.   

 

https://clairescourt.uk.schooltv.me/
https://bit.ly/40qgNjs
https://www.clairescourt.com/calendar?eventType=Senior%20Boys,Whole%20School%20Events&startDate=20250904&endDate=20251212
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/
https://clairescourt.oasis-software.co.uk/users/login
https://clairescourt.oasis-software.co.uk/users/login
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1NB45VBL2lvOR8XW3RtxBILdEz1KhKP_FUWecLbZtKg8/preview


YEARS 7 ONLY 
 
Year 7 Dorney Court - Tuesday 10 March 
Please find the Year 7 Dorney Court History Trip letter. As this trip takes place during 
the school day pupils should arrive at school at the normal time wearing school 
tracksuit and will need the following: 

●​ rain proof coat 
●​ nut-free packed lunch and drinks 

 
Year 7 Science Fair - Friday 13 March 
Parents are invited to our inaugural Claires Court Year 7 Science Fair hosted at the 
Senior Boys Science Department (SL6 8TE) from 3.30pm, further information can be 
found in this letter. Please complete this form by Friday 6 March to indicate whether 
you plan to attend. Unfortunately there is no parking at Senior Boys, so please park 
considerately for our neighbours on the surrounding roads. 
 
YEAR 10 ONLY 
 
Exam Regulations Booklet  
Please find the Exam Regulations Booklet that we kindly ask that you read this booklet 
carefully as it contains important information that you will need to know for the English 
Language GCSE examination in the summer. Please keep a copy for future reference as 
any questions you may have are likely to be answered within. 
 
German Day Goethe Institute - Thursday 23 April 
Please find the letter regarding the Year 10 GCSE German Language trip to London on 
Thursday 23 April. The cost of the trip is £35 and is available to pay via our Payment 
Portal by Monday 9 March please. 
 
YEAR 11 ONLY 
 
Examination Dates & Booklet 
Please find a generic copy of the GCSE Written Examination Timetable noting that all 
pupils need to be available all day for Contingency Day on Wednesday 24 June. 
Confirmed dates for the Practical Examinations are: 

●​ 5/6 March - Food Practical Exam 
●​ 12 March - Drama Practical Exam 
●​ 22 & 24 April - MFL Speaking Exams 
●​ 23/24 April - Art Exam 
●​ TBC - PE  

Please also find the Exam Regulations Booklet which we kindly ask that you read 
carefully as it contains important information that you will need to know for the GCSE 
Examination period. Please keep a copy for future reference as any questions you may 
have are likely to be answered within.  
 
Year 11 Sixth Form Coffee Morning - Friday 13 March 
Please confirm your attendance by completing this form. 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g99RWNL_Gaa8MocnmeBHewAnuwiTP-h2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qUgJNYxTp9wPcetKGhUf8BUKEyVy9eZH/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeGblgBKwWvem1BROubQ6o8lB3zH-4JcZf95EdMbbdnA9Bx6Q/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BPHUiTA3vD4LHkJPKkI0qg8EPS_vNzls/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T0Y-uELlohNjnaZP5jaQf-D2exGzT6JS/view
https://clairescourt.oasis-software.co.uk/users/login
https://clairescourt.oasis-software.co.uk/users/login
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H46wDen3dz4_7zaFVRJL46rvGvDHSNdh/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BPHUiTA3vD4LHkJPKkI0qg8EPS_vNzls/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSck7cuCxOHqwUdeEUCM-l0nZkNVBJ_DOiQaIRoASZ3kpgYu0w/viewform


 
 
Form and Year Group Photographs - Friday 20 March 
Please save the date and ensure your son is in school and looking his best in smart 
uniform (with tie!), neat hair, polished shoes etc. on Friday 20 March for his Form 
Group and Year 11 photographs. The photographs will be available to purchase and 
ordering details will be shared afterwards. 
 
Year 11 Useful Links 
Revision Calendar Template  
GCSE Subject Directory  
Claires Court GCSE handbook 
Work Experience letter  
Drop-In Timetable 
 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1KjBGkxCFz42StsGOGTCaIW0OMMNmwcpFvehRBN9__9s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MObUaQHwOooBn30Z7ePKG6x1gek5rttm8eI5c-oEN7E/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.clairescourt.com/userfiles/clairescsmvc/Documents/Parent-Comms/handbooks/GCSEHandbook2025.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zoNuk6MC4wL64EG9LvwMNg-InhM877j9/view?usp=sharing


TRIP INFORMATION 
 
Spanish Trip - 17-20 October 2026 
Now open to all pupils currently in Years 9 and 10, please find the Spanish Trip 
letter taking place in October Half Term. Places are confirmed by payment of a £300 
non-refundable deposit via the Parent Payment Portal and completion of the Consent 
Form by Friday 27 February. If oversubscribed places will be allocated on a 
first-come, first-served basis. 
 
French Trip - 17-20 October 2026 
Please find the Paris Trip letter taking place in October half term open to pupils 
currently in Years 9 and 10. To secure your please pay the £300 non-refundable 
deposit via the Payment Portal and complete Consent Form by Monday 2 March. If 
the trip is oversubscribed, places will be offered on a first come first served basis and 
students in KS4 from September 2026 will be prioritised.  
 
Margam Park Geography Trip - 19-21 March 
Please find the final Margam Park letter containing information about itinerary including 
departure/collection details, kit list, emergency contact number, mobile phones etc. 
noting the following requirements: 

●​ Pay final £185 via Payment Portal by 1 March 
●​ Sign UK Residential Trip Ground Rules 

 
Hazewinkel Rowing Camp, 26 March - 2 April 
Please find the final letter for Hazewinkel Rowing Camp containing departure/return 
details, kit list, money/food requirements etc. noting the following actions required of 
you by Tuesday 17 March please: 

●​ Completion of Consent Form  
●​ Final Payment of £375 via Payment Portal  
●​ Print document to sign by hand & return  
●​ Sign up to Ground Rules included in letter 
●​ Check medical details are up-to-date 

 
Turkey Watersports Trip October 2026 
Please find the updated letter noting the new deadline of 30 January for the second 
installment of £300 payable via the Payment Portal. 
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL INFORMATION  
 
Root of the Week 
In our ‘Root of the Week’, pupils learn one new word root and its meaning each week, 
along with examples of words containing that root, in an attempt to increase 
vocabulary and comprehension.  

●​ The root this week was 'lumin' meaning 'light' 
●​ Example words include ‘illuminate’ and ‘luminous’ 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vhqPIHssOLqTW-nbL8XJ7ZRQBbAMA0D6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vhqPIHssOLqTW-nbL8XJ7ZRQBbAMA0D6/view?usp=sharing
https://clairescourt.oasis-software.co.uk/users/login
https://forms.gle/ss5e4ksgxGHGELRp8
https://forms.gle/ss5e4ksgxGHGELRp8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1usncBtjgsNBgrIFuVPjET-nko7z3VN9g/view?usp=drive_link
https://clairescourt.oasis-software.co.uk/users/login
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfWsJDcPOzmkiwxdDxgjHSbcAcHxfsgojJBQa6LgYFLmQ2Npg/viewform?usp=dialog
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1t8KYnEXjDM-fUUdsyzs-4vuoOnXYGvFd/view?usp=sharing
https://clairescourt.oasis-software.co.uk/users/login
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VEpCFPDDcxKeIJUGiE0bgaTjz86RtLKU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bo1WD3yVaRUmsExhYPHgARXcRljYIS2f/view?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdCjhJkJ3r4CDs4abueuuFH5AQAsip8DANignNbCsBGT9ja-w/viewform?usp=dialog
https://clairescourt.oasis-software.co.uk/users/login
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1rcvfdp7ycw8-glPA5hW3aS-RxzZVTRvpWuoUW-rhMGg/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bo1WD3yVaRUmsExhYPHgARXcRljYIS2f/view?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19RGJkw4O4qyFf81XGlPiasAvN45XaWlM/view?usp=drive_link
https://clairescourt.oasis-software.co.uk/users/login


 

 
‘Of the Month’ 
Please find our February edition of 'Of the month’ containing interesting facts and 
information for your perusal! Book of the month is ‘Welcome to Camp Killer’ by Cynthia 
Murphy. A summer residential camp in the grounds of an English stately home is not as 
expected with a near-drowning on the lake, a fatal fall from a cliff.  
  
Linguists of the Week  
In French for great CT2 results! 
Year 9 - William B, Max L, Jay S, Nathaniel W 
 
Mathematicians of the Week  
Year 7 - Felix S, Jude A 
Year 8 - Jack M, Rex R 
Year 9 - Nathaniel W, Christian B, Henry P 
Year 10 - Toby P, Rocco A 
Year 11 - Tom F, Seb S 
 
Scientists of the Week 
Year 10 - Curtis L and Trent R for excellent work on the Physics past paper questions 
done for CT2 revision 
 
Sparx Reader of the Week 
Year 7 - Thomas H 
Year 8 - Robert S 
 
Accelerated Reader of the Week 
Year 7 - Jude A 
Year 8 - Jack M 
Year 9 - Christian B and Evan L 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cg9jsFfXfwvVhk_yP-OQJe1-DQF_1LiZ/view?usp=drive_link


GENERAL INFORMATION 
Reporting Absences 
A reminder that if your son is unwell or unable to attend school due to medical/dental 
appointments, please let the School Office know by 9.30am on each day of absence by 
one of the following means (in order of preference)….. 

1.​ ‘Absence Reporting’ on the Report Portal 
2.​ Email to seniorboys@clairescourt.net  
3.​ Telephone to 01628 327600 

Other absences during term time will need to be requested using the Term Time 
Absence Request Form. Whilst we may ‘approve’ these absences they will invariably be 
recorded as ‘unauthorised’ due to the strict Department for Education guidelines to 
which we adhere. 
 
Please find below other links that you may find useful…. 

●​ Payment Portal 
●​ Sports Website 
●​ Coach Booking 
●​ Chromebook Policy 
●​ Claires Court SchoolTV 
●​ CC Administration of Medicine Request Form 

 

 

https://schoolbase.online/Logon?dname=clairescourt
mailto:seniorboys@clairescourt.net
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScS3Wmwn5r63lqBJ7dKdN1YKmAGRQGi9c83Sm7k4dtxgtmq5w/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScS3Wmwn5r63lqBJ7dKdN1YKmAGRQGi9c83Sm7k4dtxgtmq5w/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://clairescourt.oasis-software.co.uk/users/login
https://www.clairescourtsport.com/
https://clairescourt.vectare.co.uk/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xYHAxmU_QufF3LvRH4MUpTmPRZoCNiKTx9ksF6V-_Xc/edit?usp=sharing
https://clairescourt.uk.schooltv.me/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/177sEePs34Ze4EK_-2ecXymOX65rCaVbv/view?usp=sharing

